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IMtKKACK. 


Tiik grc*iil /uiK^ of llici Alps ^slretclies lV<nii the French 
xMediten’iineun coast on the west to the borders of 
Ilmigary on the (‘ast. Tin* W(*steJ‘n and Ciailral por- 
tions have been illustrated by nuuKToiis books of 
tnivi‘l and adventuiH*, but tlie eastern S(‘etion has 
reeeivcsl very [)artial atUMition. JVrtial we may call 
it, since wliih* t^alzburg, the wSalzkainniergut, and 
Styria, on its northern sid(.‘, have been, to a consi- 
d(‘rabl(‘ ext(‘nt, visipsl and described, the Venetian, 
C^arnic, Julian, and Karawanlaai Alps, to the south, 
have been for tlu‘ most part neglected by English 
tourists. The few notices of the Jn^ave and of the 
Isonzd valleys in the journals of ISir Humphry 
Davy, and l)rief desci’iptions of tlie Ampezzo route 
to Venice in the pleasant pages of Mrs. Trollope and 
Miss Sewell, are perhaps tin* only excej)tions to this 
remark. Then' is, therefore, a distinct blank in 
Al|)ine literature, and this deliciency tlie present 
work claims in some measure' to supply. 

We trust it Avill be seen that through no lack of 
intrinsic interest the South-Eastern Alps have* been 
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PREFACE. 


loft SO long unexplored. The title of the volume 
points to one source of attraction in wliich these 
Alps have no competitor. The Dolomite Mountains, 
filling an extensive district in South Tyrol, and dis- 
tributed ill blocks along the chain eastward, are 
unique in Europe, both as regards the character of 
their scenery, and the geological jiroblems connected 
with them. 

All matters personal to the Authors, which it may 
be desirable to explain, are given in the Introduction 
to the narrative. 

We are indebted to Messrs, llanliart for the great 
pains they have taken, with a limited numbei’ of 
colours, to represent the general aspect of Dolomite 
landscape. Sir. E. Wliymper’s personal knowledge of 
mountains has enabled him, with rare delicacy and 
precision, to render the forms of‘ Dolomite from the 
original drawings: for his fidelity in this respect, 
we are under especial obligations. 


J^oNDO.N : May 21, 1^04. 
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INTRODlJCTfON. 


v^KVERAL yoars a^o, when planning Jin excursion to T3rrol, 
we were struck hy the following passages in ‘ Murray's 
Handbook : ’ — ^ Here the traveller obtains a view of the 
l)olomit(,‘ Mountains. They are unlike any other moun- 
tains, and arcj to be seen nowhere else among the Alps. 
They arrest the attention by the singularity and pic- 
turesqueness of their forms, by their sharp peaks or horns, 
sometimes rising up in pinnacles and obelisks, at others 
extending in serrated ridges, teethed like the jaw of an 
alligator ; now fencing in the valley with an escarped 
precipice many thousand feet high, and often cleft with 
numerous fissures, all running vertically. They are per- 
fectly barren, destitute of vegetation of any sort, and 
usually of a light yellow or whitish colour.' 

And again: ^They,’ the Dolomites, ^form a striking, 
contrast to all other mountains in their dazzling white- 
ness, in their barren sterility. . . . Sometimes they 
take the appearance of towers and obelisks divided from 
one another by cracks some thousand feet deep ; at-others, 
the points are so numerous and slender that they put one 
in mind of a bundle of bayonets or sword-blades. Alto- 
gether they impart an air of novelty and sublime grandeur 
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to tlu‘ scene, which ciiu only l)e appreciated by tliose who 
have viewed it." * 

Our curiosity was excited by these deHcriptions, yet we 
did not at that time think of making the district referred 
to a special object of the journey. Oar purpose was to 
visit tlu^ more frecpiented parts of Tyrol, l>ut we arranged 
a route which might perhaps afford a glimpse of tliose 
singular mountains. We accomplislied that journey in 
I856j and, in the earlier portion of this volume, havi* 
told how we then tirst saw the Dohnnites. 

In 1S58, some of our party, returning from Venice, 
directed their courst^ through Tyrol by the Ampezzo road, 
then, and even now, very littli* traversed. It intersects a 
principal portion of the Dolomiti* ri‘gion, but offers littli‘ 
more than intimations of th(‘ (‘Xtraordinary scenery en- 
closed in the valleys, or display(‘d from tin heights on 
either liand. 

These two journeys convinceil ns thm’e was much to 
see among the Dolomites, and in 18f)() ]\Ir. (’hurcliill 
undertook to combine with botanical purposes a briiff 
preliminary survey of the distri(;t. It was the first time 
for some years that we had be(*n prevented from arranging 
our usual summer travelling jiarty, but since eircumstanci's 
so ruled it, there was some? consolation in knowing that 
the way was being prepar(;d, and information obtained, 
for the united expedition proposed for tluj following year. 

The tour thus concertcjd, and in wliich all again had 
the happiness of joining, took plac(? in the unexampled 
summer of 1861. Its sphmdid w(‘rithm* afford(‘d every 
advantage, and while expl(»ring those wonderful valleys, 
the intention, rather vague at first, of describing what 
wo saw for a larger circle tlian the home readers of 


* SoutliiTii OVnuMiiy, pp’. JViU, lU l. 
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our lctt(‘rs, took definite shape, and we used sketch-book 
and note-book with tliat view. We were encouraged to 
this no less by the peculiarity of the scenery, than by its 
singular seclusion froiri the tourist world. During eight 
weeks, and over a space of more than two hundred miles, 
we did not meet a solitary member of that restless frater- 
nity — English or foreign— and in many places were the 
first English people that had been seen. 

In that journey we were tempted rather beyond the 
region of the Dolomites proper, into districts farther to 
the east, and scarcely less remark.able, as will be seen from 
our narrative. To the original scene of our researches, 
however, we dt^termined to return another year, feeling, 
as l(‘arners do in otluir fields, more conscious of what therf* 
remained to know than content with what we had nc- 
(juired. A route \vi\s therefore laid down for the following 
season, which should utilise and supply the deficiencies of 
the previous excursions. In 1861 we had passed from 
west to east, and rather upon the northern side of the 
principal chain. In 1862 we >vent from east to west, ami 
southward of our former line. These two journeys form 
the basis of our volume. In 1863 a final journey was 
undertaken to complete our knowledge of the district. 

The arrangement of the work is then as fidlows : — 

1. First Glimpses of the Dolomites. A Tour in 1850. 

9 .- A.n Excursion to Val Fassji in 1800. By G. C. Churchill. 

3. A Tour through South Tyrol, Carinthia, and Carniola, in 

1861. 

4. A Tour through Carinthia, Friuli, and the Venetian Aijis 

in 1862. 

5. Out-of-the-way Spots. A Supplementary Journey in 18(*i;). 

6. A Physical Description of the Dolomite Region. 

It will be seen that different hands have been engaged 
in the composition of the w^ork. Where not otherwise 
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sprcilied, the iiarratives are troni the jK^ii ot tlu» tirst- 
immed of the authors on the title-jKijj^e. Air. ( hurehill 
eoiitributes the account of his own Si>litary (‘xeiirsinii, and 
the Piiysical Ihvscription at the (Mid. The (‘arlier portions 
of the 18()2 narratives rtderrin^^ to parts of (.arinthia not 
.strictly connected with our subject, are extracti'd troni the 
letters of A . 

( )f the travellers themselves it may l)e widl to say a 
little more. They wi*re two lioliday-makin^ Kiiolishnuai, 
each accompanied by his^vife. This association ni'cc.-^sarily 
affects the character of the narrative. ‘‘Aii!' said Herr 
Imseng, the climbing cure of Saas, to a friend of ours, 

‘ you have jaiur moth(*r with you ; when you coiiu‘ again, 
leave lier at lioim*, and then we can do something/ Kngiish 
Indices — mothers or no — have since then performed (?x- 
ploits which should modify the cure's opinion. Nev(*r- 
tbeless, we must at once admit tliat ours is not a story of 
Alpine adveiitinr. We were not accoutnid with hatchet 
and rope, and cannot boast of ])(*ril()us a.s(ients, or of 
spending <)ur nights in sleeping-bags. If such ft^at.s ari‘ 
iKjco.ssary to doing something — then we did nothing. Let 
it be observed, however, that tin? Dolomites are not par- 
ticularly adapted for climbers — as an expcTieuced Alpine 
( ’lub-iiian who made the trial confessed, expre.s.sing much 
disgust at their evil qualities iii this re.spect; — and, 
further, that the peculiar scenery of these mountains 
can, as we believe, be fully appreciated, and tlieir confor- 
mation iindf?r.stood, without such (ixtraordinary efforts ; 
and we have, perhaps, sufficient justification for not at- 
tempting them. 

S and A were tlierefore by ncj moans ‘impedi- 

menta’ in such excursions as ours. Ou the contrary, we 
owe to them many pleasant ineiej^ents of travel, and in- 
troductions to peasant hearts and homes we should not 
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otherwise have ol)taiiied. Had they condescended to tell 
;ill the sttjry theniselves, we cannot doubt it would have 
h^ieii found more anuisiug. 

We ftjur, tluiii, made the party. Churchill has a vascu- 
lum swuni^j at his back, and a press-book under his arm; 
wliile, if e/6 route, a l/ulky leather-cjise, the depot of his 
treasures, is a marked object among the baggage. His 
friend carries sketching apparatus, and fixes his three- 
legged stool wherevcii* a subject tempts, and time and 

weatlier, too ofttm very ungracious, will allow. A , 

armed with l/rusli and pencil, attacks (juaint costumes and 

pretty fac(\s. S is constituted reader of the party, an 

important office not only on wet days within doors, but 
wlieii the sketchers are busy abroad. 

Our baggage - a leather bag apiece, and a couple of 
knapsacks, with the case already mentioned — can all be 
(;arri(Hl on one stout horse or mule, though more often it 
is divided among throe or four men ; with whom, filing up 
the mountain side, we make a respectable caravan. The 
tourist alpenstock became far too elegant an appendage 
for our use. Cml/rellas, which will serve for walking-sticks 
or protection from the sun, and light cloaks strapped 
to tluj waist, form our travelling-gear. If need arises, 
sturdy staves are borrow^ed for the occasion. Our eejuip- 
ment is therefore very simple, lightness of carriage being 
a main consideration. After the first journey, two small 
tea-pots were added, and found extremely useful. 

Having so far introduced ourselves, we venture to otfer 
our services to any who may desire to be conducted to the 
Dolomite valleys. We shall be happy if, in retracing 
pleasant days of travel, we can make the record of them 
agreeable to others, and by aid of pen and pencil place 
before tliem some dim reflection of those scenes of 
grandeur. We shall be glad also if we can interest any 
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of our readers in the curious zoological (luestionsatti'iehing 
to the Dolomite district, and, I>y presenting some of the 
loading facts and differing theoric's, secure a permanent 
value for the volume. Nor, althougli cherishing the id(‘a 
of seclusion, shall we grudge to a tew select and kindred 
spirits the pleasure of verifying our descriptions hy 
personal visit, especially if tliey fet‘l tluTehy the more 
indehted to us for showing the way. lUit wi* dej)recate 
tho intrusion of tlu‘ noLsy, idle stream of tourists, who, 
imieviU arc Httio Ukvly io turn aside from fin* siihstnntiid 
eomftu*fs of the high road. 
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FROM TIIK DANUBE TO THE DIlAYE. 

TIhj liJikfi of Jiallhinul (ioldsmitli in (’arinfbin — Ilof and Bad 
(itist«-in of till' (Jum'^kar Kniji-l IJorliRtfin and bad 

WoatlnT -Tho <‘xtortioiiat<* Farmer — Tim Death Fieturns and 
Dhalets of Xa.ssfelil - Cloud and Snow The Tam rnliauH, and De- 
scent ujjon .M iliiif/. — Oher Villach. -The IVdiur Bedi'oom. — Wink- 
lerii and a glimpse of Dolomite^. 

Onward, wtnre (he rndr Carinthian hoar 
Atjaiihd the hoasrttss iitnnujt r ^huU tha door. 


Few rEOPLF, ])or]iaps, attiicli any very distinct geo- 
graphical idea to the above familiar quotation from 
(loldsmitli. We rt'odily confess to a time wluTi we were 
in that predicament ourselves. Some years ago, we saw 
^ Nach Kai nthen ’ on a sign-post, and tluit naturally 
broimlit with it some enlightenment. Afterwards we 
learnt a little more as from the summit of the Gamskar 
Kog(‘l, in Salzburg, wo surveyed the dark serrated lino 
of tlui Noric Alps, which forms its northern boundary; 
at last, having crossed that barrier by the Pass of Nass- 
feld, behind Gastein, we found ourselves in Carinthia 
itself. How far the Carinthian boor has improved in his 
manners since Goldsmith with a travel-Avorn flute stood 
at his door, our story will declare ; and it will soon be 
seen how far that first journey was connected with our sub- 
sequent explorations of the Dolomites. 

It was the summer of 1856, We had left the Danube, 
with its rapids and gloomy woods, and far-sweeping 
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mountaiDS at Linz, travelling southward by Gmiinden 
'and Isclil, till we reached Ilallstadt, that little lake town, 
disturbed by no sound of wheels, on a roadless shore. 
Here was our first rest. Here, returning one evening <at 
dusk down the staircased footpaths — there are no other — 
we happened upon an incident well suited to the scene. 
The lake was full of boats gliding from the deep shadows 
of the mountains towards a large gondola, occupied by 
peasant musicians, attired, like everyone c^lse, in c‘onical 
cockaded hats, and ornamented belts and breeches. They 
were giving a senmade in honour of a visit from the 
director of the min(\s; and the effect was so cx({uisitely 
scenic, that one might luive exp(*ct(‘d the dark precipices 
soon to fall softly asunder, and disclose a bevy of oink- 
petticoated damsels tripping out fi>r tlui balhd. The 
performance ended Jibout ten o’clock with tlie Austrian 
National Anthem ; and then the crowd of boats s(‘parat(jd 
— some parsing back into the shadows — some disappearing 
along the glistening ripph'S of the moonlit water, (h'ossing 
by Abtenau through solitary gorges of rock and forest 
into the main south road from Salzburg, we waited for 
the next morning’s diligence at Golling, a small town, full 
of wagons and wagoners — and merry wagoners too, for 
from numerous deep-arched inns, there was noise of 
music and of stamping feet all night long. 

As a party of four, we easily ohtaiiuKl a ‘ soparat wagen,’ 
or supplementary carriage— one among sev('n or eiglit 
of all sorts and sizes accompanying the diligence — for 
the baths of Gastein. In this motley procession of 
vehicles we descended into the tremendous forest-filled 
gulf which forms the grandeur of the Pass of Luegg, 
where white faces of masonry in the woods, and em- 
brasures in rocky buttresses, show that Austria keeps 
guard against invasion. The town of Werfen succeeds 
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after a few miles, picturescjuely perched on a rock in the 
midst of the valley, with fine backward views of the 
Taniien (lebirge, a lofty implacable barrier of limestone, 
whose turret ridges command the landscape in every 
direction. At St. Johann everyboily dined ; and at Lend, 
the next y)ost station, turning abruptly to the left out of 
the valley (jf the Salza, we ascended a pass, the Klamra, 
othiring a fair resemblance to the Via ilala. lly evening 
light a wide and verdant basin opened to view, closed at 
the farther end by that wall of Alps towards which our 
day’s journey of about fifty miles had been conducting us. 
The Carinthiaii valleys lay beyond ; but there was no 
passage to them l)ut by foot or horse-paths over the 
glacier-glistening ridges. Bad Gastciii is at the extremity 
of the cfd de iidc: short of it by five miles is the old 
mining town of llof Gastein: and we had contemplated 
a stroke of shrewdness in securing quarters there at a 
distance from tlu? gay centre of attraction, though near 
enough for its scenery, and better situated for the ascent 
of the (lamskar, a mountain from whose toy) we hoped to 
survey the borders of our promised land. Unexpectedly, 
even llof Gastein was full: a small inn was the only 
resource ; and our wives, who did not yet know what 
‘roughing it ’ was, received their first lesson in that useful 
aeciuirement. 

Carinthia, or Karnthen as it is called in German, is a 
mountain-girdled land. The high range now in front of 
us formed the eastern limb of that great dividing chain 
which, stretching longitudinally through Switzerland and 
Tyrol, takes in the latter country the name of the Noric 
Alps. They guard Carinthia on the north; and on the 
south two ranges of almost equal importance, the Carnic 
and the Karavanken, separate it respectively from Ve- 
netia and Carniola. Two or three subordinate ridges divide 
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it lengthways, and render it altogetht*r inoimtainoiiH in 
character. Tlie long valley ot flu‘ Dravt* liiterscctM tlu^ 
province, and is a leading feature in its ge«'graphy; l)\it 
Xlagenfiirt, the capital, rather singnlarly, oei ii|»it*s a situa- 
tion apart, in a plain of its own, northwanl 'd tin* I)ra\(‘ 
vallev, but nearly in tlie centre ot the countn. »^p<‘akiiig 
generally, Carinthia lies directly north ot tin* (init of 
Trieste, and between Tyrol and Hungary, though S(‘pa- 
rated from tlie latter country by a portion ol Styria. It 
is immediately enclosed by Salzburg and Styria on the 
north, by Venetia and Carniola on the south, and by Tyrol 
and Styria on the west and east. 

How came (Toldsniith — in days before travelling was 
invented, as we are apt to think, except as regarded the 
* Grand Tour/ and when moimtains >v(‘re thought of only 
as a horror or a plague — ho\v came Goldsmith to visit so 
remote and mountain-guarded a r(*girui ? To us its seclu- 
sion was an irresistible attraction ; but the surrounding 
countri'*s were not tlien throngc'd with his countrvnuui, 
and he could have, found seclusion at far less c(\st of shoe- 
leather. We may find some ^wplanatioii in thcj fac t that 
Carinthia was at that pmaod nion^ on a fiM)ting with the 
rest of Die oinplrf^ All roa<ls were alike then, and those 
of Carinthia there fon.^ nut w(trsc than utJars, while flu* 
chief events of its history wen* of nearer int(*rest then 
than now. People had not forgotten the fearful struggles 
of Germany with th<^ Turks, in the lat(\st of which 
Eugene, the friend of Marlborongli, had obtained so mneli 
renown; ami the ])attle of Villach, in 141 ) 2 , wh(*n the 
Carinthian nobles defeated them with gn*at slaughter, 
would be more notable to the students of liistory in the 
eighteenth than in the nineteentli century. So to Gold- 
smith, though it led him * onward ’ far, Carinthia might 
have, been as much known as Tyrol is to us, and not hjss 



THE TWO PASSES. 


7 


acccssil)l(s tlioujjh it is wiarcdy iiro})a1:>le that he took the 
iiioiiiitain path I)y which we entered the country. 

W(‘ arrived at I lot* (iastein on a Tuesday <iveninj,% 
Au<4usi li), ancl it was nectissary to j^athcr information, 
and arranu-^ij plans for oiir future pro^rcHS. Koine of us 
w(*r(j tluni JK^w to mountain travelling' — I smihjas I think 
of f-h<;ir ample exp(‘rieii<*e since— and the others found it 
jMU'plexini,^ to estimate the real amount of difficulty in 
]>n>spect. We were deprived of the abundant aids which 
surround the traveller in Switzerland and other frequented 
routes, in the shape of guides, horses, side-saddles, &c., 
and the people knew nothing of the capabilities of English 
women when they choose to be adventurous. Moreover, 
our stock of German at that time was very limited, and 
now that discussion and negotiation were required, our 
only resource was the marker of an adjoining billiard- 
lable, and ex-waiter from Vienna, who by virtue of a 
little French acted as interpreter, l>ut whose erratic visits, 
and disjointed and careless pieces of information, were 
very unsatisfactory. 

^Two rather difficult Alpine pcosses,’ says Murray, Mead 
from the valley of (iastein into Garinthia, — the Malnitzer 
Tau(‘rn, and the Pjiss of Ivauvis.’ How we scanned and 
discussed that epitliet of Mlifficult,’ and the details which 
slioiild cx])Iain it! The most attractive of the two paths 
was the second, wliich, crossing the mountain barrier in 
our front by a slant to the right, comes down by the side 
ofthe(iross Glockner, tlie loftiest, of the Austrian Alps, 
to Ileiligcnblut, at the head of tlie Aldllthal in Carinthia. 
The thirteen hours of continuous wal kin mifjht have been 
broken into a two days’ ji)urney by sleeping at the vilLage 
of Bucheben. Our intention of proceeding by this route 
was reluctantly abandoned under assurances of recent 
show, prognostications of doubtful weather, and hints of 
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uncertain accommodation. There remained tlie Malnitzer, 
also called the PaSwS of Nfissfeld, which, leading directly 
over the mountains, would bring us in a single day toOber 
Villach. Reserving two days for (lastein and its neigh- 
bourhood, we fixed upon Friday h^r the expedition, that 
we might have time to reach some pleasant spot in the 
southern valleys for a Sunday’s rest. 

Our first excursion was to Gasttnn. Winding gradually, 
and with the excellent finish of Austrian workmanship, 
the road ascended by the sides of green hills, and through 
pine woods, with the verdant valli‘y de(‘p on tlui left, till 
the ‘Rad’ disclosed itself in a series of scattered white 
liouses, dispersed among gardens, and woods, and sheltcinnl 
nooks. Where the houses were thick(‘st a thundt ring 
cascade tumbled through their viay midst, splashing its 
foam on roofs and balconies. The cliurch, with an Knglish- 
looking country spire, stood on om* of the green mounds, 
and walks and seats were plentifully distributed about the 
recesses of the hills, which, soaring into fort‘st-er(>wned 
summits, and higher still into jagged rocks streaked with 
snow, hemmed the seem^ clos(‘ly in. It was easy to spend 
here some phjjusant hours till the talkie d'lioir, b(‘ll soiindi'd 
from Straubingcr’s, where avast length of board was filled, 
as far as we could judg<j, entirely by Austrians, mostly 
military, and generally old men, upon whom tlu^ wat(U’s 
are said to exercise a rejuvenating j)ow(a*. If so, the 
specimens wo saw must have been in an early stage. On 
returning to Hof Gastein, we agreed, that notwithstanding 
the chance deficiency of accommodation tlien*, .and the 
attractions of the Bad, we did not regret our choice of 
quarters. The valley is more open, the outlines finer, the 
situation can be better commanded, and the intissive old 
houses of the small town give it the historic air appropriate 
to its celebrity through Roman and Venetian times. 
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To climb a well-selected mountain, and see the lie of 
the country, was Dr. Arnold’s first care in a new neigh- 
bourhood. The Ganiskar Kogel (7,400 feet), which 
overlooks the town, offered an excellent opportunity for 
ft)llowing his example. Thursday was devoted to the 
ascent, in wliich our wives declined to take part, having 
suffered severely from an attempt a few days before, when 
fresh from England, to reach on foot the suinm'it of the 
Illassenstein behind 1 lallstadt. They contented themselves 
with flutt(*riiig their white handkerchiefs encouragingly 
as, led by a lad of a guide, we breasted the hill side in 
front of the little inn. 

The mountain was like all mountains that I know of 
wliich are ordinarily accessible. First, tliere was a steep 
shoulder to surmount by zigzags, through pastures and 
bush ; then a long slope leading to a plateau or basin, 
un(l('r th(* final p<iak where, sheltered in the hollow, the 
topmost chrdet was ensconced. Beyond, a steep and shaly 
path, fleck(‘d with snow, wound upward to that portion 
of the hasin-rim where the summit reared its head. A keen 
wind swept the ridge like a scythe, but descending a few 
steps under the first ledge we had perfect slielter, and 
leisure to survey a striking prospect. On that side, look- 
ing south, and deep in the abyss below, lay Bad Gastein. 
Abov(‘, stretclied the magnificent array of the Noric Alps, 
darkened by heavy storms which filh^d their recesses with 
an awful gloom. Glaciers clung to their sides, ^plastered’ 
up close under their peaked summits, and hanging down 
in tongues, from which in glistening streaks the torrents 
poured below. The opening where wa judgeil our pass to 
lie was a caldron of white clouds, and altogether the 
view in that direction, liowever grand, \vas not of cheerful 
import for the morrow. On the other points of the com- 
pass the aspect was wholly different. To the east, the 
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mountains of Styria, to the north those of Salzburg, to the 
west those of Tyrol, were clear in sunsliine or ciireering 
shadow, and glorified the whole horizon. From a scene 
like this it would be mournful to descend to the holes and 
ruts of earthly existence, but that such an altitude is con- 
venient only for the eagles, and that an hour of it lasts a 
lifetime, llv six o’clock we had again reac^hed our inn. A 
fatrd accident has since occurred on this mountain. Two 
gentlemen and a lady, attempting to descend by a shorter 
cut, were stopped by preci})ioes, over one of which the 
lady slipped, and was kilhul. There is no danger in the 
proper route — about four hours up, and three down. 

The sun’s last rays sliot witli a golden gleam over the 
valley, and we still trust(Ml to acconi»)lisli the ]Malui^zer 
Pass on the morrow. Our hop(‘s fell to zero as during the 
night an ominous wind howled over the roof, and shook 
our castmuMits furiously. Morning broke with chilling 
llirts of rain. Yet when we met in council, at an early 
breakfast, some flying lights above were lu‘hl to be suffi- 
cient warrant for a start. In trutli we werti nut sorry to 
leave our (piarters uinler any conditions, and the greasy 
billiard-marker had become siinj^ly a nuisance. At the 
worst, we could limit oiir day’s journey to the ten miles 
which intervened before the commeiicemont of tlie mide- 
patli, and make Hoelisleiu, at the foot of tin) pass, our 
start ing-])oint for the morrow. So the carriagi; was 
packed, though under protest from all coiiecjriied. ‘ Oui,’ 
said the ex-waiter, as we moved off, * oui, vous anrez nn 
gout des rnontagm^s and the driver, wluai, seated at his 
side, I sought to obtain his private and friendly opinion 
upon the prospects of the weather, answered only with a 
surly morK»syllable, like a vicious sneeze, which my com- 
panion translated as an emphatic ^ had.'* And had it was 
to be. Soon, driving rain obscirfed the valley ; at Gastein 
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every roof was streaming ; those under the cascade were 
no wetter than the rest ; and iis we slowly climbed into the 
upper btisiii l)eyond, the sweeping gusts left us no thought 
but slielt(ir at the llochstein Inn. The driver was of 
another mind ; drawing up to the blank gable-end of a 
house, he dciclared that he had fulfilled his contract. Not 
a soul was visil)l(^, not a ghost of a Gast-liaiis ; and we re- 
monstrated with such effect that, exploding a power of 
ill-hiiinour in a jerk of the reins and a cut with the whip, 
he started off again. Three miles farther, crossing a 
bridge of pine logs to a group of well-to-do peasant 
liouses, we were set down at a small inn, wb(;re the road 
came to its end. 

Here perforce we must spend the day, and, if the day, 
also the night, for whicli there was t< durable accommoda- 
tion. Dinner is an evcmt in the monotony of idle hours ; 
it was served to us in a large room exterior to the inn, and 
balconied all round, for the use, appanmtly, of excursion- 
ists from (lastein. Now, the range of windows only gave 
prospect of the rain-drops, and rattl(*d in the gusts; and 
tli(Te was but one guest besides ourselves — a picturesque 
figure in Tyrolean hat and feathers, broad embroidered 
b(‘lt, and loose breeches, too short to reach the stockings, 
rolli'd iij) below the knee. After a while a sketcli-book 
slid from the strang(*r’s pocket, and he proved to be a 
Viennese artist of remarkable facility in the use of the 
lead pencil, though iu no instance had Ids delicate touch 
been applitul to the delineation of mountain forms, or the 
^ cloud chariots’ so (h'ar to Mr. Kuskin. Ilis subjects, 
with singular disri'gard of the majesty around, were con- 
fined to bits of detail among chalets and pine trunks. A 
sudden burst of thunder interrupted an iiispeetion of his 
folio. Our artist welcomed the sound as a fiivourahle 
omen, and within half an hour the grey veil of rain was 
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lifted, the clouds separated and ftdl between the hills, and 
all the higher tops, including the Gaiuskar, upon whose 
summit we had been seated the day before, were seen 
sheeted in bright snow. 

jNly friend and I took the opportunity to explore for 
some distance the Anlaiif Thai, a lateral glen, once the 
principal line of traffic over these mountains, dating evtm 
from Homan times. Tliat of Nassfeld, by which it has now 
been superseded, joins it again on the southern side. We 
did not reach the ^ cinpie ’ with whi(‘h the Anlauf valh^y 
closes, but our w^alk left an ineffaceable impression of wild 
beauty. Tlie slanting sun showering gold u[)on tin? wet 
grass, and ])ine-tree tops, and creamy torrents; the woods 
about our heads ^like cloiid on cloud,' and the bare domi- 
nating peaks, composed the vivid picture. 

Darkness brought us back over the white, roaring 
stream — that invariable accompaniimmt of a mountain 
village — to the tea-table, which our wdves had busied 
themselves in arranging, under certain difficulties common 
to districts where English travellers are uuknowm. It was 
a successful transaction, and the Kellnerin, released from 
its unw'onted requirements, could devote luu-scdf to the 
Vienna gentleman, who, with one patronising hand on her 
shoulder, and deliberately sinoolliing her fair hair with the 
other, discussed his intended supper ; she, in frank inno- 
cence, looking up at his handsome face, and enumerating 
the dishes. 

When people leave the mapped-out routes of Tourist- 
dom, they must be content to abandon also its luxuries 
and conveniences. We met in the morning all jaded from 

a bad night. A had spent hers upon three bony 

chairs, which yet she preferred to her bed ; and instead of 
the guides and horses in waiting at the hotel door, we had 
to seek ours three miles away at a farmer’s house. A 
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messenger despatched to him over night, had returned with 
terms too exorbitant to be submitted to without remon- 
strance ; so, leaving our wives to pack and breakfast, we 
brushed the morning dew through the long grass of the 
water-meadows to the farm — the spot our driver would 
have left us at the day before, which explained that mys- 
tery a little. From among his barns and wood-sfcicks out 
came the sturdy owner ; his slouched hat, loose doublet, 
baggy black breeches, and wrinkled boots, completing a 
considerabhi pei'sonal resemblance to Oliver, the Lord 
Protector. And a Lord Protector he was, — of his own in- 
t(4'esfs. The man was as fixed in his resolves, as he stood 
firm in his boots ; and we could only baffle his intentions 
to a cfTtain extent, by refusing to engage the horses 
destined for our wives fartlntr than to the top of the col. 
Eeturning to a hurried breakfast, that, and a fresh alter- 
cation about the weight of the baggage, which ended in 
weighting the farmer’s pockets with another gulden, de- 
layed our departure till nine — far too late, as all col 
climbers know. 

We started neither fresh nor lively ; but the sun glinted 
through the clouds, and the morning air, the rapid ascent, 
the knowledge tliat we were now attacking that wall 
of Alps wliich had barred the way so long, and that, if 
fortune favoured, we should dip that day into remote 
Cariiithia — all helped to brighten our faces with the 
brightening sun. The clammy beds, the fly-pestered break- 
fast, even tl e morose Oliver and that last gone-gulden, 
were forgotten. 

Yet there was a dash of anxiety to flavour the adventure. 
The road ! Of course it was not a road, only a steep and 
narrow track by the side of the foaming torrent; and 
clouds still hid all the summits ; and innumerable white 
streaks on the hills, descending from unknown heights, 
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had a very watery aspect. S , whose prcvioun Swiss 

experiences might have put her at ease in this kind of 
thing, Wixs mounted, pannier-wise, on a large and ill-fa- 
voured beast, who, casting a sly (jye behind him to select his 
opportunity, seemed bent upon grinding Iwr against every 

projecting rock. A , new to the scrainbh‘s of a rough 

mountain track, the abrupt turns and siuhUai de)>ths, clung 
tightly to her saddle, glancing from right to left in unmis- 
takable alarm. Of the two guuh's, one was loutish and 
careless, a mere servant of tlie farm, owning none of the 
guide’s esprit ; tiie other, a ch(*ery old man, etaisidered 
himself attached only to the baggage nmle -a wonderful 
little fellow with thin legs, inclined to compound for 
carrying a heavy burden during *a long day by various 
eccentricities, and a fretpieut lifting of bis heels, of which 
we were warned to bewiire. 

Matters smoothed with use; not so the path, wliich, 
stony and steep, crossed and recrosstMl the stream by nar- 
row bridges, and was borderi'd by numerous uuMiientos of 
frightful deaths, carefully set forth in small ])ictures, with 
name and datt* inscrib(*d to bespeak the traveller’s prayers. 
Here was a poor wretch crushed in a timber-slide; there, 
a man dri)Wiiing in the torrent ; and again another perish- 
ing in the snow% Vet, despite tin; tragic nature of the 
incidents portrayed, and our real ])ity for tin; sufferers, it 
was impossible to restrain a smile at the care w ith w’liioh 
the victims w'ere depicted in clean shirts and best coats, 
and with their hair neatly bruslied, us if they had all met 
their sad fate on a Sunday ; Avhile a gaily-dressed figure of 
the Virgin in an upper corner, looking on with a smiling 
countenance, and feet nestling in what were meant for 
clouds, but were more like muffins, by no means made 
the thing look graver. ^ 

Mounting in this manner for a couple of hours by rock 
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and stream, we entered a basin among ttie mountains into 
which several gJaciers fell, none of them very imposing, 
but Huffieicuit to give a dreary grandeur to the place, and a 
sternly isolatcid character to a group of huts at the further 
extrcmiity of the plateau, where a few shepherds tend the 
herds of cattle which in summer seek these elevated mea- 
dows. This is Nassfeld, the wet field, which names the 
pass. Reaching the huts about an hour later, the men 
led to a door beliind a dunghill as the usual place of halt. 
Within, two pedestrians were drying their socks and shoes, 
find warniing tliernselvos with excellent coffee — the more 
welcome since they Iiad p«assed, they told us, through snow 
above. Thesei gentlemen were Austrians who, returning 
from India, had landed at Trieste, and were rnakmg their 
way to Vienna by this remote route. Goat’s cheese find 
broad were the only additions to the coffee, and when we 
included in oik' payment the still more humble fare of the 
guides, a sudden seizure and kissing of our liands ex- 
pressed an unexpected gratitude in a very unexpected 
manner. Words were necessarily few, for the patois of 
the people is unintelligible to any but themselves. 

Rut it is past noon, and the summit of the col is up in 
the clouds yonder ; our wives mount again into their 
baskets, and the poor mule receives his marching orders. 

A stranger might easily take a ravine to the left, and 
find himself ‘nowhere’ after an hour or two — a serious 
matter in these solitudes. TJie proper course ascends 
immediately upon the green hill-side, which is scored by 
many paths, as the individual fancy of cows, goats, herds- 
men, and travellers has led them many a year. The grass 
soon ends in shale, where poles, leaning from the blasts of 
winter and pressure of snow, mark the upward way. It 
was steep climbing; the huts beneath were already but 
tiny toys, and the Vienna travellers, issuing from them, 
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looked like pin-points on the sward. Then all was lost in 
cloud — cloud that wiis rolling in masses across tin*, track, 
and boiling in a black ab3"ss on the right, its rocky walls 
alternately hidden and displa>^ed, as the awful sihuit bil- 
lows surged and fell. Suddenly', snow glimmered through 
the eddying mists, and we tloundered in slusliy footsteps, 
which led to bare and glistening shah* again, wluuiee the 
path was still seen swt^eping upward to a rock-strewn erest. 
It gave promise of the suniinit; but beyond then; was a 
dip into a vast cliasm, the bottom filled with cloud, and 
then aiii^ther ridge, where a cross stood ch‘ar in vapoury 
light. That was tlie col, and a few minub'S of raphl 
descent bnuight us to a rude block of masonry, tlie 
‘ Tauerii-liaus,' or hospice; a solitary keeper, watiliiug at 
tlie heavy-liiitelled diK)r, dived in as we approaclicd to 
stir tlie emlau's of his lire. We liad beiui two hours from 
the liuts. 

Hut from that Io\v door-way what a prospect I The 
shapes and Cidours grow lu^fore our <*y<;s. A far vista of a 
deep blue valley opened under the arching clout Is, and 
peaks bright with sunsliiiic stretcluMl in long array, irndt- 
irig into a lovely haze. That val!i‘y pointeil into tlu; heart 
of Carintliia, upon wlioso frontier we luuv stood ; deep at 
our feet, as yet uns<;cri, lay Alaluitz, its first village, and 
white dots in the distance marked Ober Villach, in the 
JMdll Thai, our night’s resting-jilace. The stone dens of 
the forlorn hospice liad small attraction, now that sunlight 
shone upon our wav. Tin; liorses and the sulky guide 
were dismissed, and the merry old man and eccentric mule 
prepared to accompany us to JMulnitz, where we expected 
to find a road, and with the road a carriage. Tlien, down 
the splintery shale we went, rattling and sliding upon the 
slabs, and soon distancing the mule, who, prudent now, 
was-steadying himself at the sharp corners. 
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There is never a more ffleeful hour than the first after 
crossiiifij a col ; and when grassy knolls and hollows sue- 
c(iedcd to the shale, we coursed and frolicked down them, 
a mad and nu.rry party. As the shadows slanted and 
Icuigthened in tlie afternoon sun, and it was still down, and 
down, and steepc.T down, our spirits ratlier sobered ; and 
when Alalnitz was pointed out for a moment, still a speck 
at an iminense distance?, we grew graver, more silent, and 
slower- footed. Once, a cluster of huts touched by the last 
sun-ray, and baektid Ijy the intense glocnn of the still- 
(h'seending valley lK‘yond, convinced us JIalnitz was at 
hand; but, on nearer approaeli, the supposed village 
dwindl(*d into swineherds’ huts, surrounded by swinish 
filth ; and from tlic brow on w^hich they stood w'as visible 
only the long perspective of a deep-t roughed valley, filled 
with pine W'oods, into which w'e were fain to descend, 
and cold shadows and grim silence fell upon us the rest 
of tli^ w ay. 

The dreariness deepened as the path left its course to 
cross an enormous landslip — a scar — a wound in nature’s 
sides that had scarcely healed. The trees, still standing, 
but tossed and reeling in dim confusion, sent through one 
a shiver of insecurit3^ It w\as five o’clock, and no ^Nlalnitz 
yet ! Soon, hown‘ver, our ears wt're saluted by the min- 
ghid tinkling and jangling of goat and cattle-bells ; the 
herds were coming in, and must be nearing home. Xot 
so pleasant an indication w^as the state of the path, which, 
now shut into a narrow^ w^ay by the familiar Alpine fence 
of pine-rails, was almost knee-deep in mud. But it was 
the last difficulty. At an angle of the valley, >vhere it 
turned suddenly to the south, the blue smoke of the 
Malnitz suppers w^as rising above the trees; and at half 
past six, undemonstrative and muddy, we filed into the 
village, and reached the door of a humble, but clean- 

c 
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looking, inn. Churchill and myself had been on foot, 

with slight intervals, for twelve hours ; S and A , 

after riding five, had walked four. They have done better 
since, but were very tired then. To all, the rest was 
welcome — not least, doubtless, to the mule, who, when 
unburdened, soon had his heels in the air, and his back 
upon the cool grass.* 

^ A carriage to Ober Villach ? ’ The tone was more 
than doubtful ; but tliey couid find sometliing, it seemed, 
that might serve. Enjoining haste, lest we should be 
caught in the dark, we rested on the benches at the door, 
to see what Jlalnitz was like. The hoiisi»s about were 
poor and scattered ; but on the wood(Ml heiglits above, a 
village here and there was shining softly in tht‘ twilight, 
and looking charming in the distance. 

At the sound of wheels we started briskly to our feet, 
only to 'welcome two shallow, springless trays — wheel- 
barrows was the first suggestion. A heavy cart-horse was 
attached to each, at the end of long shafts, and the drivers 
sat dangling their legs behind their horses’ tails. Seats 
there were none, only a little hay consideratc^ly spia^ad at 

the bottom of the carts. A had solaced her C(im- 

panion, during tluj hwt hour of the walk, with the 
prospect of a luxurious drive from Malnitz to Villach; 
but the vision of a cushioned carriage wjis gone, — not into 
thill air, but bard wood ! Fortunately, slie was not too 
tired to laugh, and mounted gaily into her wheel-barrow 
with her husband, built up with baggage, and scpiatting 
in the hay. Nor should we have fared ill on a tolerable 
road ; but this one was not tolerable. We were bumped 
down staircases of rock, tilted over projecting shelves, or 

♦ Murray is confused in his statement of distance over this pass, calling 
Malnitz eight hours from OaHtoin, whih; his Itinerary makes nine uud a half. 
The latter accords more with our experience. 
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pounded among heaps of stones. The so-called road was 
much more like the bed of a stream, which it probably 
was in winter time. Baggage squandered about, hay 
drifting into ridges, left us in cruel contact with the bare 
boards, and in the midst of it darkness came down upon 
our distressed and divided party. We of the hindmost 
vehicle could just discern the glimmer of A.’s straw hat in 
erratic movement in front, and by its jerks, and jumps, 
and plunges, received some warning of tlie jolt to come. 
Two hours of this took out all the fun of the thing, and 
reduced it to mere misery. 

A distant gleam, such as might come from a hospitable 
inn-door bursting with light, promised speedy relief ; but 
the leading car passed on, and was lost, hat and all, in the 
further darkness. The next moment we had entered the 
radiance of a small way-side shrine, stuck full of candles, 
and illuminating the faces of some score of peasants 
kneeling on the broken steps, and out into the road — a 
prayer meeting of certainly not an English type. We had 
scarcely recovered from the dazzle, when, deep on our 
right — very deep, for we were stumbling along several hun- 
dred feet above them — appeared the lights and roofs of a 
town, which were speedily left, as it seemed, irretrievably 
behind ; yet soon returning upon a lower level, we began 
to understand our destination, and were presently jogging, 
as weary as you can fancy, into Ober Villach. 

To those in advance had been left the final choice of 
inns, previously a matter of some discussion. One was 
passed, and another, and still the straw hat was discerned 
at intervals ^ sounding on its dim and perilous way.’ Then 
it disappeared, and our driver w^as at once bewildered in 
the darkness, till a figure or two, issuing from a door-way, 
and holding up candles, guided us into the hollow vaulted 
passage of the ‘ Post.’ 
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Our friends were in active conversation with host and 
hostess. Reds, it seemed, were no difficulty; and up the 
broad creaking stairs we limped, aching in every bone, to 
a large square apartment, where six or eight b(‘ds, ranged 
round the walls, offered, as was suppose<l, ample accommo- 
dation. Our empiiry for another room, however un- 
reasonable to tlic Carinthian mind, was nevertheless 
promptly answered by the display of a second exactly 
similar chamber, similarly furnished, though a shaikh more 
dingy. We were obliged to appear excessively fostidioiis, 
and take possession of both rooms, one of them fitted with 
a raised orchestra at the end, being evidently the scene 
of many a village festival. Supper was the next mattiT 
of importance: it proved a dismal failure, and, tired, 

not cross, we sepai'ated for the night. To S and 

myself was allotted the dusky concert-room, wht‘re the 
faded effigies of drums, trumpets, and violins, lo()k(‘d 
exceedingly incongruous with repose, and the rows of 
beds, like those of an hospital ward, scarcely less so. 

S insisted upon a strict examination, to assure lierself 

that no stray pedlar was under any of the coverlets, before 
she consented to occupy the least objectionabh' couch in 
the corn(*r. It was an inauspicious first night in Carinthia. 

A glorious morning drew me out befonj anybody else 
was stirring — a summer Sunday morning already promis- 
ing heat. Seeking that central point of intcTcst, tlie church, 
I found the churchyard crowded with people. ]\Iass was 
being celebrated in the open air, in front of the principal 
entrance, and the banners and vestments were chccpiered 
with the shade of noble chestnut trees. The organ pealed 
from within, and a peasant multitude, kneeling, filled the 
ground, and each open gateway, and as far beyond as it 
was possible to witness the ceremony. A Protestant may 
yet look reverently on such a scene as this. But the 
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mingled odour of incense and ancient garments was too 
pungent even in tlie open morning air ; and after re- 
maining a few minutes, I prolonged my walk beyond the 
village, among the softly wooded hills of the valley. 

Returning at the appointed hour for breakfast, I found 
my friends assembled, but not in happier mood than the 
night before. They were discussing speedy flight, which 
the miserable meal on the table, and the prospect of a 
second night in the pedlar bedrooms, seemed to justify, if 
better quarters could be had within reasonable distance. 
W(" wonder now whether it \vas so bad after all ! and are 
visited with some compunctions as we remember the little 
old landlord, very submissive and anxious, standing with a 
bunch of feathers at the end of a stick to disperse the 
cloud of flies. The alternatives offered were Spital, down 
the valley, where it joins the Drave, or Winkleni, in its 
upper course ; and as the poor man assured us of a Gast- 
haus ^ sehr gut ’ at the latter place, some t\venty miles 
distant, we agrei'd to proceed thitlier at once. So, instead 
of desc(?nding the Moll Thai, which we had entered at 
Ober Villach, and which would have led us directly to the 
Drave, we turned towards the Alpine range again, intend- 
ing to reacli the Drave by a short cut over tlie hills from 
Winkleni to Lienz. We started as soon after breakfast as 
a carriage could be prepared. 

I have mentioned the ancient track across these moun- 
tains, which struck up the Anlauf Thai from Bochstein. 
It fell in again with ours at Nlalnitz, and once made 
Ober Villacli a place of great importance. Its prosperity 
reached its height in the middle of the fifteenth century, 
and a relic of those times remains in the name of its 
principal street. Troops of pack-horses, laden with corn, 
wine, brandy, vinegar, dried fruits, silks, and spiceries, 
then passed northwards through the town, returning with 



22 


THE DOLOMITE MOUNTAINS. 


leather, wood, linen, and salt. The street where those 
horses were daily collected before starting is still known 
as the ^ Saingasse,’ from sarnmeln^ to collect. 

The road to Wiiiklern kept along the bottom of the 
valley. It was thickly studded with crucifixes and pic- 
tures, all of a glooniy, some of a disgusting character, 
their fidelity to the details of bodily torture obscuring all 
that might be touching or sublime in the spectacle of 
human suffering. They kept our driver in full occupa- 
tion, for he doffed his cap to every one. The heavy 
vehicle swung sleepily along through the sultry hours. 
Sometimes extra jolts, and a still slower pace, indicated 
the rough stn^et of a village; c»nce er twice we found 
ourselves suddenly in tluj midst of swarthy faeces, and 
recognised Italian speech and features. Hands of labourers, 
we learnt, wt're f /i ronfp from tlu^ south, to make good th(‘ 
road at various points for an expected visit of the Kaiser. 
Through the sun-glare little could be seen of the landscaj^e 
but wooded st(»eps above, and a glltt(‘ring stream below, or 
the slopes of aritl debris through which it wandennl. 

Three or four hours of this somnolent progress, and still 
no Winklern. Waking up to look about us, a romantic 
village, ‘bosonu‘d higli mid tufted tre(*s,’ appeared in sight. 
It occupied the corner of the valley, where it bent abruptly 
northwards, and conspicuous among the topmost liouscs 
was a large chateau-looking building, the beau-ideal of a 
country-house for its commanding, and yet se([iiest(‘r(^l 
situation. Nothing could be more charming than to i)fiy 
a visit to the owner, had we but the pleasure of his 
acquaintance. The village was Winklern, *the little cor- 
ner,’ that was certain ; and for the inn, the driver really 
seemed to point to that very mansion in its midst. The 
notion was too extravagant; imagine, then, our surprise 
when, after many turnings of the steep ascent, and as 
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many halts to rest the panting horses, we found ourselves 
entering the barn-surrounded court-yard of the edifice in 
question ! 

Two or three peasants drinking at the entrance, cer- 
tainly gave something of an inn-door look, but quite out 
of character with anything of the sort was the appearance 
of the hostess in the porch. Tall, of a fair sweet counte- 
nance, and dressed with quaint but lady-like simplicity, she 
stood there to receive us. Her neatly-braided hair, and 
the large ])unch of keys at her side, brought to mind 
Ihitsch’s young mother in his ‘ Outlines to the Song of the 
Hell and the close-fitting caps of the batch of female 
servants, the ample and wainsct>tted staircase behind, and 
the dark carved presses on the landing, looked like a scene 
from one of his interiors. The mystery of such a Gast- 
haus Wfus not immediately to be explained ; but certainly 
here Avas no ‘ lioor," with closed inhospitable door I 

Two delightful rooms, clean and cheerily furnished, were 
thrown op(*n to us, the windows displaying a lovely pro- 
spect up and down the valley. Dinner, served by an 
elderly but assiduous kellnerin, well sustained the charac- 
ter of comfort wdiich pervaded the establishment ; and ixs 
we sat that evening at the open windows, wdiat could be 
sw'eeter than to w^ateh the purple slnuiow^s filling up the 
valley, blotting out the sparkling villages one by one, and 
creeping tow’ards the golden uplands and crimson crags, 
till, wdien the flood of shade w’as full, the purple chmiged 
to grey! 

Ti'et one more incident of this first day in Carinthia 
remains to be told. It had important results to ourselves, 
for it directed the course of several after-journeys, and 
gave us an object for our tours in which w^e hope to in- 
terest our readers. While sunshine yet lingered in the 
valley, and touched with silver the upper portion of a 
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waterfall which fell, like the Stauhhaoh, from a wall of cliffs 
behind the vilJa^^e, we had sauntered out, crossinnr the 
meadows towards the foot of the cascade. Presently, 
turning for a backward glance, we were surprised by a 
strange array of bare distorted peaks, peering over the 
hills to the southward. They luid only become visible 
within the last few steps. ^ Why, Churcliill,’ said I, ^ what 
on earth are those?’ ‘Those,’ said my frituid, ‘those I’ 
and then, after a pause, ‘ those must be the Dolomites I ’ 
Now, it h‘t\s been already said that we h‘ft England with 
some notion of seeing the Dolomites in the courses of the 
journey. The j)assage^ from ‘Murray’ wliich wo havt* 
quoted, an outline of the Lang Kofel on one of his pages, 
and the mention by a friend of the Marmolata, nearly 
1 2,000 feet in height, of which ho had long d(*sired, but 
never obtained, tlie sight, had all ooiHuirred to iuv(*st them 
with peculiar attraction. Wi» km^Av something of their 
general position, extending for a considerable distance 
through Soutli Tyrol, and we contemplated a detour from 
either Hnmeckeii or Dotzeii to see th(*m. Put we did 
not expect to tiiul them anywhere in Parinthia, nor that 
they would come into vi(‘w from any part of that ])rovince. 
Yet, such needle-pointed, pale, juid altogc'ther weird-look- 
ing pinnacles as now appeared, soaring into th(‘ evening 
sky, could he none other than the Avondrous Dolomites. 
We longed to surmount the ridge behind Winklern, which 
hid all ljut tlieir tops, and separated tlie ^NL'iH Thai from 
the valley of the Drave, that seemed to li(i at tlieir feet. 
We Avere impatient till we could explore them, and from 
that moment the Dolomites seized upon us Avith tlie spidl 
of Avitchery. 
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chaptp:r II. 

FROM THE DRAVE TO THE EISACK. 

What and Whfrr tlie Dolomites are — The ‘Great Hell’ — lleili- 
penblut, and tile Story of Brieeius — The (’hevalier of Winklern — 

The Wizards <*iie)iant us, hut we arrive at lAonz — Amman takes us 
in (‘Iiar^e — More Dolomites — Tyrol road-side Inns — Bnineeken - - 
Amman’s Disaster Brixen and the Brenner road— Botzen Scenery. 

In tlie last chapter we introduced the Dolomites, and it 
may now be desirable, without anticipating the fuller 
description, which will come in its place, to devote a para- 
grji[)h or two to tlie general eharacter and whereabouts of 
this remarkahle mountain group. 

The (jU(\stion, ‘wliat is Dolomite?' opens np a large 
subject ; hut it is an eiKpiiry likely to be first on the 
lips of tliose who intend to accompany us uu our journeys. 
We will siin[)ly say at present, that it is magnesian lime- 
stone, existing in a peculiar condition, the origin of which 
is matter of great controversy; and tliat it derives its name 
from its discoverer, M. Dolomieu. The term, however, 
niay he fixmiliar to many who are nevertheless unacquainted 
with Doloniitt' mountains, for beds of it frequently occur 
without inducing any peculiarity in the scenery, and the 
fact of our Houses of I^arliament being constructed of 
stone obtained from quarries in this rock at Bolsover 
in Derbyshire, has brought the name often of late before 
the public eye. 

1 et there is but one district where dolomite so predo- 
minates as to claim the scenery for i(s own. There it 
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presents features altogether remarkfible, and the landscape 
is unlike any other landscape. That is the region with 
which our excursions are principally concerned, though 
they were extended into adjoining districts where dolomite 
is only a subsidiary, though a marked, gtuilogic feature. 

The Dolomite region proper, lies in the south-eastern 
portion of Tyrol, a little to the north-west of the Gulf of 
Venice. It may be described as bounded on th(i north by 
the Pusterthal ; on the west by the vall(‘ys of tlie Eisach 
and Adige ; on the south by a line drawn from Trent to 
lielluno ; on the east by the valley of the Piav(‘, and a 
line extended northwards to the Pusterthal. On the south 
and east, however, these boundaries are not strictly cor- 
rect. Dolomite does not pr(‘dominate (juite so far s«*uth, 
and it does possess the landscape considerably further east 
than the Piave, or we should not have obtained that start- 
ling glimi)se of dolomitic forms narrated in the last 
cliapter. The kernel of dolomite scenery may be, in other 
words, described as within the ‘ <|uadriiaterar formed by 
the cities of Drixeii, Trent, Pelluno, and Iiit*n/.; or again, 
as Ixuimled on the west by the 15renner route, and inter- 
sected on its eastern side by the Ampezzo road, wljicli last 
is the only road that passes through it. Taking tlie length 
of each of its sides at about sixty miles English, the entire 
area may be computed at 3,600 square miles. 

The loftiest and most noted mountain of the district, 
the Marmolata, stands nearly in the centre. Nortli-wcst 
of it is the Lang Kofel, and to the south-east of it the 
Sasso di Pelmo. These are the tliree of greatist name, 
but there are several of almost ecpial importance distri- 
buted among the mountain blocks which are cliaractcristic 
of the Dolomite region. The Ilohe Hchlern stands out as 
the most western member of the whole ; the Antelao, Mal- 
cora» and Tofana majestically overshadow the Ampezzo 
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route ; and th(5 Civita rears itself superbly above the 
charming lake of Alleghe, almost the only lake that 
adorns the Dolomites. 

Now, if the reader will refer to the map, he will see 
tl»at at Winklern, in Carinthia, where the last chapter left 
us, we were far away from the district just roughly 
described, and he will understand why we were quite un- 
])repared for the sudd(;n apparition of doloinitic mountains. 
We did not then know that they were to be found in iso- 
lated groups, distributed along the ranges of the Carnic 
and Karavanken Alps, and were, therefore, distinctly a 
feature in Carintliiau landscape. 

Into the Dolomite district itself we did not, in our pre- 
sent journey, penetrate at all, and in this second chapter 
I hav(i only to record how we skirted its northern and 
western sides, and how successive glimpses of its strange 
scenery were afforded us, each increasing our desire to 
enter and explore. 

Rut to return to Winklern. We did not yield at once 
to the Dolomite infatuation, of which our friends accuse 
us. That Sunday evening spectacle impressed us much, 
yet Monday morning found us leaving unclimbed the ridge 
which should disclose it fully, and indeed turning our 
backs upon it to ascend the Moll Thai, bnvards the main 
Alpine cliain, which two days before, at a different point, 
we had crossed from Gastein. Still, there were good 
reasons, on this splendid day, for postponing acquaintance 
even with the Dolomites. At tlie head of the Moll Thai 
stands the superb Gross Glockner — the ‘ Great Bell ^ — the 
highest mountain of tlie Noric Alps, the eastern rival of 
Mont Blanc and Monte Rosa, and the pride of Carinthia. 
We might see it and return in a day. 

In a pair of light single-seated phaetons, and accom- 
panied by the landlord’s son, a very intelligent lad, we 
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went at a lively pace along a rather rough road, though 
little to be eoinplaiuod of after that of Malnitz. A week 
later we might have travelled more smoothly, for gangs of 
labourers were at work, eiidc^avouriiig to tame the rug- 
gediiess of the way, and at every dangerous corner putting 
down heavy rails, all in preparation for the Kinperor, 
They were Italians, such as W(‘ liad sei'ii tlie day b(?fore. 
As we passed, they stood in rows, bareh(*aded, on each 
side of the way, an attenti«ui rather distressing to our 
modesty; and at one spot, where the level of ilu* rojul 
was alteivd, they lifted us and our vehicles bodily ov(T 
the difficulty with all the gocul-nature in the world. Nor 
were the peasantry of the valley less courteous in their 
way — a fact which, after Goldsmith’s disparaging line, we 
feel bound to nnuition. 

Jiouiided hills coni[)osed, for some distance, tln^ mm- 
landscape: and the principal fcaturt‘ was tlu^ singular 
Carinthian pine, which has no lateral branches,* or rather 
such short ones that they form only a fringe to the stem; 
and the apjiearaiice of the woods at a distance is Jilmost 
that of a hop-garden. Neat villages and numerous 
waterfalls euliveiKHl the scene, and glimpses of rocky sum- 
mits on the left, rising behind the woods and pastures, 
gave tokens of a fine mountain range, it is that which, 
descending from the Noric Alps soutliward, here divides 
Carinthia from Tyrol. 

The drive to lleiligeublut, at the bead of tlic valley, 
occupied nearly four hours, over a distance of about 
sixteen miles; and not till two-thirds of this were passed 
could we obtain a sight of the Gross Glockner: then, 

* So we Loliovcd, in accordance with Mr. Murray and other authorities 
at the time the uhove was written ; hut upon subsequent eiupiiry amonp the 
peasants, we found that the tree is no distinct variety, but owes its p('cuUarity 
to the practice of lof)pin#r the branches eitfty five years. The object is to 
provide winter bedding for the cattle. 
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just before a steep ascent, the white cone stood out, pure 
and dazzling, against a dark-blue sky. A little later, and 
the spectacle? was (joniplete — one to which \ve always recur 
as among the most b(?autiful and striking in our alpine 
panorama. The pointed surnmif, as it here presents 
itself, perf(?ctly answers to the ideal of a snow mountain. 
Towin'ds the base it(‘xpands grac(?fully into that semblance 
of a bell which lias suggested its appellation, and at its 
foot n(*stles th(3 singiilnr little village of Ifeiligenhlut. 
This, a iiH*agr(? ha!nl(?t in itself of red-brown chfdets, 
shoving shoulders together as if for protection from the 
coM of winter, possesses a remarkable filature in its 
church, which, placed apart on a small circular terrace, or 
bastion, outside* the village, looks, from a distance, with 
its high-roof(‘d apse, narrow ^^^ndows, and tall spire, like 
a media'val model set out to view-- such an one cOS a 
pictured saint is sonH*times seen carrying under his arm, 
his mantle gathered up beneath it. 

The shrine is celebrated for containing a phial of the 
holy blood, whence the village tak(*s its name. It was 
hroiiglit from (Constantinople more than a thousand years 
ago ; and of cours(? there is an accompanying legend, 
which I was amused to hear an honest Tyrolean repeating 
in the year of grace, 1862, to a passenger in the train 
between Augsburgh and ^Munich. I caught only the 
commencement; but a legend must surely be on its last 
legs wlum it gi’ts upon the rail. 

As collected from a more authentic source,* not very 
accessible? to English readers, the story runs thus: — A 
certain Dane, of the name of Briccius, having, like many 
other northmen, betaken himself to the Byzantine Court, 
became distinguished in the service of the Emperor Leo, 

* Dcr Fuhrer dutch Klirntcny yon Wivgner unJ Dr. Ilartinaun. Kla- 
gonfurt, 1861. 
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no less for valour and ability in war than for his unusually 
pious life. After many years, an unappeasable desire to 
see his native land arose in his mind ; and he besought 
permission to return to Denmark, that he might introduce 
Christianity among the heathen. The recpiest was granted, 
and some pai*ting token of the personal friendship of the 
Emperor offered for his acceptance. This he prayed 
might be a few drops of that sacred blood once shed upon 
the cross, and now preserved as the venerated trejisure of 
the Church of St. Sophia in Constantinople. 

With difficulty ho obtained the precious drops, and 
departed on the long journey to his home, clothed in 
pilgrim guise. Landed in Italy, he passed over the .lulian 
Alps on his way to the Noric. On foot, and alono, a 
stormy night of snow overtook the unfortunate man in 
the neighbourhood of Ileiligenblut ; and there he met his 
death. Ere long, three cars of corn in flower on the spot 
where he lay beneath the snow betrayed the body to some 
peasant miners, who found a writing in his bosom explain- 
ing his name and errand. Thereupon, witli all reverence, 
a yoke of oxen was employed to draw the body to a place 
of burial. On, reaching the other side of the Moll, how- 
ever, the beasts suddenly halted, and could be urged no 
farther. The intimation was obeyed, and the corjise 
interred upon the spot; the people approj^riating the 
parchment and a ring. 

After a few days, it was noticed that one foot of the 
dead body had started out of the grave-mound. On exa- 
mination, under a bandage and enclosed in a deep flesh 
wound was found a small greenish bottle, containing a 
few drops of dark liquid ; it was forthwith detached, and 
the corpse again committed to the earth. The singular 
circumstance reached the ears of the Archbishop of Salz- 
burg, who, applying to the Patriarch of Constantinople, 
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learnt the true value of the discovery. For many hundred 
years the little chapel originally built over the grave of 
IlricciuH remained extant, and tradition affirms that it 
was long the only, as it wjls the earliest, place of Christian 
worship in tlie neighbourhood. The present fine Gothic 
cliurch dates from the year 1443, and is now the great 
boast of tlie solitary village. 

So far the story, which is not without its touches of 
nature and suggestions of truth. The whole scene is 
alpine as well as mediouval. The track of the pilgrim is 
a lik(4y one, for over this portion of the Alps several 
ancient roads are known to have crossed. The incident of 
perishing in the snow is too familiar to every inhabitant of 
these valleys ; oxen are still the boasts of burden there, 
and the protruding foot might well occur under the vio- 
lence of alpine storms, which so rapidly denude the soil. 
Tlui bottle under tlie l)an<lage is appropriate to the time 
wh(ui a precious treasure might be more safely carried by 
means of such a device, and its insertion in a deep flesh 
wound is not without parallel as an act of penance. Let 
tli(^ old h'gend live, then, and shed its gleam of light upon 
a distant age. 

What is now to be seen is this : — On the left of the high 
altar is a pyramidal pillar, above forty feet in height, 
reaching to the roof of the church. It consists of three 
portions — marble, gypsum, and wood respectively. Within 
is a costly pyx, which protects, by means of several 
doors, one within another, the Holy Blood, contained in a 
little, broad-shaped, greenish bottle, about an inch and a 
half long. 

Almost in the middle of the church is the descent into 
the crypt, which is supported by two pillars. Here is the 
tomb of Briccius. It is in the form of a coffin, with an 
altar-like elevation at the head, and supports a wooden 
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figure representing the saint. At an Ctarlier period tin’s 
effigy must have heen freqiumtly renewed, as immherless 
fragments were carried away by pilgrims ; at pr(‘sent, a 
trellis-work protects it from fiirtlu*r mutilation. In tin; 
year 1724, by the authority of the Pope, the tomb was 
opened ; it rt^vealed the limbs of a man of middle height, 
and in his prime, for not a single tooth was wanting to the 
skull. 

The grand glacier of Pasterze is not in sight from the 
villatre. Churchill reached its foot whilst I sketclied this 
Austrian Chamounix. as it is called. We devoted but a 
single day to its grandeurs, and must not be detained by 
them here. At the time of our visit the place was known 
to but few Englisli tourists ; now evt iy yviw ad<ls t* tlieir 
number. Charnoek, in his^duide to tlu^ Tyrol,’ (piotes 
from the stranger’s b(Mjk in the hom(‘ly inn (which will 
soon flaunt into an hotel), how ‘‘John Smith’ alr(‘:idy 
patronises it, and how SSir John and Lady ’—somebody 
condescend to state that they ^wctc ptu feetly satisfied with 
the scenery.’ In the last volume of the Alpiiu‘. Club 
there is an account of an ascent of the (noss (iloekner, 
which does not represtuit it as particularly difficidt. 

Returning to Winkl(*rn in the evening, we found our 
eh'gant hostess rec(‘iving the copp('rs from what might be 
called the ale-house bench Jit the door. Not the h‘ss a 
lady for all that, and we admired the simplicity of man- 
ners it betokened. A fortnight later sh(‘ entertain(‘<l the 
Emperor and Empress on their way from Jleiligtmblut to 
Klagcmfurt. It was not, however, till the n(‘xt day that 
all the singularity of this establisliment Avas (explained. 
After a cordial farewell to both master and mistress, we 
were slowly ascending the liill behind tluj house on our 
way to Lienz, and conning the items of a bill so exceed- 
ingly modest in amount that we almost thought ourselves 
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bound to rotnrii to have; it corrected, wl»en a passage in 
M^irray, winch had hitherto escaped us, let in unexpected 
light : — ‘ The inn <at Winklerii is kept by a wealthy Cheva- 
lier, wliose most moderate charge of one florin per diem 
includes everything.’ Here was an explanation ! We had, 
in fact, been almost on the footing of guests, and were 
heartily vexed not to have knowm it sooner. All we could 
do now was to feel much obliged to Chevalier Aichenegg 
of Winklern, and to dub him henceforth jjar excellence 
‘ The Boor of Carinthia,’ who, as far as our pen can serve, 
must redeem his country from the imputation of the poet. 
Let the reader remember, however, the date of our visit 
before he packs his portmanteau for the residence of the 
Chevali(?r. He* may be dead and gone by this time, or Sir 
John and his lady have frightened him out of his wits. 
For aught we know, the inn may no\v be only an inn : all 
its romance de'parted. 

I hope it is understood that the hill we were now climb- 
ing was to show us the Dolomites, and then our excitement 
as we toiled through the woods, and approached the 
open pastures wliich form the summit, will be ])roperly 

appreciated. S and A had occupied at first a 

small hay-cart, something like those of Malnitz; but as 
the track, winding amongst roots of trees and stones, was 
also too much like that of ]Malnitz, they were soon gla<l to 
join us on foot. It is but a low ridge which here separates 
the valley of the IMoll from that of the Drave, and at the 
same time divides at this point Carinthia from Tyrol. 
Upon the summit are traces of a Koman road, the saim*, no 
doubt, tha poor Briccius tnKl. Murray, in his scattered and 
bn(»f notices of this district, mentions ‘the magnificent 
views of the singular Dolomite mountains on tin* other 
side of the Drave, which it commands,’ and 1 <|Uote the 
piissago to justify our anticipations. Had we recollected 

I) 
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it sooner, we should have Ikmui less surprised at what we 
saw on the Sunday evening. Now, as each stt'p lift(*d us 
higher, we were on the tip-toe of expectation; nor were 
we disappointed. A perfect clearness of atmospliere car- 
ried the eye to the utmost limit of the liorizon, which, 
south and south-west, was studded with peaks. 'I'ln^ full 
effect, however, was not disclosed till, desc(*nding a litih* 
from the first hurst of view, the valhw of the Drave 
opened at our feet, a Hat and narrow plain, in tlu* soft 
beauty of distance, and, rising from it, the grand Dolo- 
mitic precipices, jagged, splintered, riven, dark in the 
shadow of noon, and tilling the prosjject like a wall. 'I'ln* 
highest eastern summits of the series, (‘xcec'ding {),()()() f(‘(‘t 
in height, bear tin' a])])ropriate tith». of the Wizard- - 
‘ Unholcle.' T could not sketch them tlieji: five years 
afterwards, from an inferior point, and on a h‘ss favour- 
able day, the vit*w here given was obtaim^d, whicli n^pro- 
sents but a small portion of this striking scene, and miss(‘s 
that flatness of the valhw which gave so nuieh (*ffect to the 
abruptly rising mountain wall Inwond. This flatn(‘ss is a 
characteristic particularly contim*ntal, for our valhws are 
generally basin-shaped ; 3 et m)wlH*re on tin* eontimuit, I 
think, is the opposition between the liorizonfal and the 
perpendicular more finelv shown tlian in tins vi«'w from 
the Iselsberg. 

In th(? sketch appended, the Drave is visible, a white 
line along the vallev, and the thin forms of the s<»-ealh‘d 
Carinthian pine are < <»nspicuous in the middh* distance. 

The descent, through luxuriant orehards and by craggy 
paths, was charming. It was a Paradise of Pom<»na bask- 
ing in the autumn sun. At. the village of Dolsach we 

touched the plain, and S and A , remounting the 

cart, were spirited away through fields of maize and bright 
irrigated grass towards Idenz, the first town in lyrol, of 
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and tlie Tscd descends tlironjjjh an upland valley from the 
north-west; near the junction of the rivers stands the 
town. 

Followinj^ our wives, who ha<l vanished in dust along 
th(* high road, we had a hot walk of five miles. After 
crossing a pictiuesipn* bridge over the frightfully rapid 
Isel, and passing the gateway of the town-house, we 
entered th(* broad street, which might answer for a ^platz,' 

and found S and A seated on a bench outside 

the ‘ IMst ;* as it was not the inn we had selected, they 
would not eonipromise us hy catering, and kept their seats. 
wlu\(‘ all the windows filled with gazers. We were soon 
satisfied, however, that it would he eoinfortable, and its 
good-natured, honest landlord proveil the best of fellows. 

D 2 
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Here we had entered Tyrol, so that this visit to Carinthia 
had occupied but tliree days, and shown us only a corner 
of the country. We shall have much more to say of it in 
the sequel. Its fine scener\% secluded valleys, unsophisti- 
cated manners, and cheap quarters, no lt*ss than tlie 
Dolomites dispt'rsed on its bonlers, luxve tempted us there 
during three successive y<‘ars; following, in this res])ect, 
the example of that excellent judge of landscape, Sir 
Humphry Davy, who, as his journals show, was con- 
tinually returning to this and the adjoining province of 
Carniola. 

Of Lienz, which uj)on one of these occasions wc‘ visited 
again, it is not necessary to say mon^ than to confirm the 
description of it as Siccupving one of the most charming 
situations in all Tyrol.’ It cannot fail of this, when that 
situation comprises the niajest}’ of the Dolomite mountains 
on the ont‘ side, the beauty of verdure-covered hills on tin* 
other, the junction of two such streams as the Isel and the 
Dravt*, and the commenc<-ment of the nobli* valley to which 
the latter gives its name; while villag(*s ami castles an* 
sprinkled ov(*r every wood-crested luught. I’o om* ot these 
castles, that (»f Gorz, commanding the town, w(! din'cted 
an evening stroll, and enjoyed the perf(*cti(m of its pro- 
spect. It belongs to the (’ounts of (iorz, but is held at 
the present time by that well-known personage. Sir John 
Barleycorn — it is <inly a brewery! Lienz wjis a Itoman 
station ; a IJoinan road, which we afterwards exj^ored at 
the point where it crcjsses the (’arnic Alps, procceih'd hence 
to Aquileia on the Adriatic. At the present time the town 
appears to contain mithing particularly remarkable. Its 
population is only 2,000; but it left an impression of 
quiet clieerfidijess upon our minds wlii(*h a seeoml visit 
did not dispel. 

Perhaps it owvtl so/ne of its agreeableness to the good 
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landlord of the ‘ Post;’ he took a friendly interest in our 
welfar(‘, tliouj^li an unhjrtiinate lisp added greatly to the 
difti(.*ultie*s of conversation. \Vb were discussing with him 
the means of reaching Potzeii, and half his speech seemed 
to consist of the word ‘ Ponicken/ wliich was sufficiently 
puzzling, till a ciusual touch of his finger on the mayj 
showed that he was all the while speaking of Brunecken, 
the best place at which to divide the journey. Of course, 
posting was the plan which, to a postmaster, was most 
feasible; but he readily yielded to our preference for a 
Lohnkiits(?her, or voiturier, and recommended a neighbour 
of the name of Amman. 

We could not meet with this man in the afternoon, but 
liis wife promised him for the evening, and the attendance 
also of some Fr(‘nch-speaking individual to assist in the 
arrangem(,*nt. By natural consequence, when we returned 
from our walk we found half the town assembled at Am- 
niaifs door, and the iK^gotiation had the advantage of being 
carried on in at least four languages at once — German, 
French, Italian, and English — resulting, in due time, in 
Amman's engagement to convev the four ‘ Englander’ in 
two days to Ih^tzeii. 

1 must pass rapidly over this journey, since portions of 
it are retraced in later piigcs, and my «>bject i»f intnxluciug 
tluj Dolomites is m‘arly accomplished. We had received 
one iiK^ffaceahle impression of their grandeur, and thougli 
ill the route to Botzeii through the Puster Thai, and down 
the Brenner road, we coasted round the district that 
enclosed th(*ni, it is at very fe\v [)oints that they show 
themselves to ail vantage. 

The road into the Puster Thai from Lienz ascends, at 
Hrst, through the ravine by wliich the Drave enters upon 
the level valley, and liere the bases of the laenz Dolomites 
rise grandly, forest -elothcil, on the left, though the tra- 
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veller is too near, aiul too niurli below them, to see their 
peculiar turreted tops. 

Further on, at Sillian,* tlu' valhw becomes open, and 
might In* oalh'd bh^ak, were it not for I lit* briglit corn 
crops and cheerful villages. It is in tact tlu* walersht‘il, 
crossing which we lose tlu‘ Drave, and lH*gin, a little 
beyond Innichen, to deseiaid into the h>ng valley of the 
Pustertlial. Here again I)t»lomite sha])es showtal them- 
selves over the nearer billh t»n the soutli. One in par- 
ticular rose, crowned with pinnacles, a most imperial 
presenct‘ ; we naiiu'd it tin* • Iliaihun.* Still no opening in 
the hills occurred to satisty our curiosity, until, at 'I’ob- 
lach, the pass of Ampez/o broke* through them, and th(*n 
the gl(»oiuy gati'way o\' precipict‘s tady excittnl it the hn.»re. 
It was the dinct road, not only to Vi*nici‘, always an 
enticing vi>ion, but tlin^ugh the heart of the Dohuuites. 
II<nv tantali/iug to l<‘aM‘ it um*\plort*d I Since then 
we ha\e iloiu* it ample justiets and all its secrets are 
ours. 

At Niederndurf we dined, ami there (lie spiki‘d forms of 
l)oloiiiir<-, guarding the Ampezzo, still stood out to vi<‘w. 
It must liave Iuh u to tlie^* principally tJiat Sir lfum[>hry 
Davy referred in lii.- journals of tra\cl in ISIJI; ‘,/aae 
20tli. Helow' Hnitieckeii a. niagniticent chain of moun- 
tains is seen on the south, orJtaliaji side, and aecomj»aui<‘d 
my vitiW’' all the way to Sillian. These mountains appear 
to be of granit(!, and excessively bold ami ])r(.‘cipitons 
- -very like the nraHlles in th(^ Valliy of Chamounix, and 
bearing almost the same relation to snow, which lay in 
immense masses, even at their juncture with the pine- 
covenal bills.’ 

It is singular that he should have supposed them gra- 
nite : Dolomite w^as evidently iinknown to him ; but he 
might heave recognised their limestone character. Snow 
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wc^ <li(l not see; but the ilifferciiee between AugUHt and 
Jiiik; might account for this. 

Tyrol is a pleasant country for its roadside inns: 
spacious, cool, and clean, they welcome the traveller with 
old-fasliioned hospitality. On the large upper landing, 
upon wliicli tlie bedrooms open, they usually spread your 
table, if you are ‘ (juality.’ Flowers in pots adorn the 
\vo<i(len balconies; and the landlord’s daughter will present 
you with pretty bou<|uets when you leave — a finishing touch 
to the little bill, which is hardly a bill at all in any sense: 
it is chalked «m the talde in items so small as to convince 
you these people possess every virtue under heaven. The 
mid-day halts of tlie voitiirior give many plcfisant experi- 
ence's of this sort; and when you stop for the night, the 
best bedrooms, ev<*n at unlikely places, are as comforUible 
as iK'ed be — b<*auti fully kept, and without any of that 
frow/v look so common in an Knglish inn. The furniture 
is often walnut-wood; neatly framed prints are on the 
wells, and crimson c<)verlets on the b(‘(ls. But the Tyro- 
lese country inn, in its charming and kindly simplicity, 
will prolmbly not long survive. It is already disappear- 
ing on tin* prineijial routes, where Knglish tourists indulge 
in tin* ‘bounce’ peculiar to their nation, and shout 
* tiarf;on ' to the modest, self-respecting Kellnerin. To 
accommodate sucli tastes hotels spring up, and the real 
‘ (jan;f>n ’ is provided. 

Sucli an inn lus tliose I have described was the one at 
Xiederndorf ; and after a tedious and dusty afternoon 
drive*, always descending this long Pusterthal, such an- 
ntlwr we occupienl for the uiglit at Bnmecken. Here 
again the attraction of the Dolomites was strong upon us, 
for the Cruder Thai, one of the great inlets to their 
recesses, opens on the south. In connection with A"al 
Fassa beyond, and the lateral vallev of Grodon, it is the 
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only route given in Murray fuJ* (‘xploring these inoiin- 
tains, though, as \vv afterwards discovered, by far the h-ast 
interesting. I believe we wen* ungenerous enough to 
accuse our wives of preventing the exploration of the (iadi?r 
Thai at that time, on the ground of their discontent at 
Ober-Villach, and the expectation of still worse accom- 
modation in the valleys in (juestiou. In view of their 
late achievements, we beg to render them our humble 
apologies. 

It Wiis again a beautiful evening, and the vii‘ws from 
the old Castle of Hrimecken, rising steeply abt)ve the 
pleasant little town, wliicli with its <|uaint towers abuts ui)on 
the swift river Kienz, w(*re ricli in beatify, and lustrous in 
the mellow light. Tlu* Valley of Taufers, joining the 
main valley from the north, affords a fiiu* vista towards 
the central Tyndean chain, and renders the situation com- 
manding as wt*ll as beautiful. Kemotc* as it is, it Inus its 
place in European history. When t'harles tht* Fifth fled 
disastrously from Innsbruck, where he was so nearly sur- 
prised by Prince Maurice*, his first refug(> and resting- 
place, aft(*r crossing the lirenmr, was this Castle of Ihu- 
necken, wliich thus l)ecajne for a brief space tin* centre of 
authority for almost lialf the world. Was it on sucli an 
evening as this that the gouty old Emperor was carried in 
his litter up the Ciistle hill ? or was it by night and torch- 
light that th(fy bore him groaning through the gateway? 

Amman, our driver, was the politest of coachmen. His 
carriage was not v«*ry roomy, and hishorsc.*s not V(‘ry sleek ; 
but they went at a good pace, and their master appear(*d 
along the road in tln^ light of a gentleman conducting a 
party of friends. We were cpiite on an agre(‘abh* footing 
by the time we started on our second day’s journey; yet I 
fear our company proved a snare to our good fricuid’s 
conscience. We had observed that, unlike the; (Winthian 
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drivers, he took no notice of the niunerous religious effigies 
we passed on the way; or, if he did, it was skilfully dis- 
giiisc^d under pretence of settling his hat more comfortably. 
\V(* have noticed this shyness in our presence on other 
occasions, and always with regret: if the faith l)e there, it 
is better it sliould be expressed ; and we should regret 
being thought capable of turning it into ridicule. A little 
incident gave us some insight into what was going on in 
Animaifs mind. In the course of the morning one of his 
horst»s stumbled and cut his knee badly. Amman passed 
it ofi' lightly, but from that moment paid marked respect 
to every crucifix and picture. No doid^t he attributed the 
misfortune to his previous neglc‘ct, and felt, perhaps, that 
Ids four Protestants had brought him no good. 

The fref(uency of these ndigious memorials in Tyrol 
produces a favourable impression as to the piety of the 
peophf, but it is a complicated question; and when they 
are adduced as implying a deeper religious sentiment 
than <‘xists among our owai Protestant population, I think 
w'c may demur. Let the traveller consider how soon he 
ceases to b(* liimself affected by these representotions, 
supposing him to have been at first considerably im- 
pressed by them, and must m^t this be still more the 
case wdth thosi* who live tamong them? 

In a village near tlie Stelvio, you will see a life-size 
figure of our Saviour under a canopy in the street. From 
the woundi‘d sidi* flows a stream of water, at which the 
women fill th(*ir pails all day long. That Siicred symbol 
thus serves fh(i purposes of a common pump! We can- 
not suppose that tlu* truth intended to bo taught is hereby 
brought nearer to daily life. It is an extreme instance ; 
hut, like tlie pioius phrast*s which from some lips come so 
frequently and glibly that thoir import is clearly forgot- 
ten, it illustrates the dangers of familiarity. Still mon* 
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to bo buna* in iin’iul, in estimating tlie real value of tla*.sc* 
things, is the • Kt‘tish ’ eliaraettT whieh so soon attaches 
to a sacred (d)j(‘ct. Though that figure may long havt? 
ceased to teach its lesson or to awakt*n t‘inotion, its 
removal would no doubt be n^garded as a grc^at calamity 
by the village. It has become the Palladium, th(‘ mys- 
terious guardian of the place. To sink the thought in the 
thing is too common to human nature everywhere. 

Yet Tyrol is a religious country. A iuon‘ striking 
circumstance tlian tin? abundance of its sacred meim^rials 
is the morning and evening litany, in which ev(Ty house- 
hold joins, 'riu* motley establishnuuit of thi* large inns 
asstuuble thus regularly for ])rayers, and may he s(‘en on 
tlu'ir knee.s, nuoi ami women opj)osite to each other, in 
the common hall ; and in the gloatning tin* dc(‘p-tom‘d 
recitation is heard from under <*very cottage roof. At 
St<Tzing, which, as a convenient halting-plact* at tin* foot 
of the HrenmT, is compost*d almost (‘iitirely of inns, ami 
where, on a >uh.>ecjuent occasion, we spent a night, not a 
wagoner «)r loiterer was left in tin* str(H*t hy seven o'clock 
in tlie t‘vening; and fn»m every inn-door eaim* a low 
thunder of respoiiM's. All lionuiu* to .simph* and pious 
7yroI : 

Onr horse's hrok<m knee, \\hi<*h delayed ns a litih* at 
the next village, has ilelayed al>o our narrative. We 
are at last coming to the end of the Pustertlial, which, 
upon the whole, is not remarkahle for landscape* heaiity, 
or beauty of any kind; for the women disfignn* tli(*mselvt*s 
by the most astonishing liead-dress anywhere to he seen — 
more like a beehive than anything else— large woollen 
eontrivanc(*s, appropriate rather to Kstjuimanx. The val- 
ley contra(;ts to a gorge as it approaches the great Kisaeh 
Thai, into which it enters at right an'gles. Wlieiuiver you 
come to such a gorge in Tyrol, you may be sure that 
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suiiiit KceiKJ of I lie famous year Nine was enacted there: so 
it was here, and a ruincsJ castle jurross the* road marks the 
spot of om; of the severest struj^^les with the invtuling 
Kreiieli. 

Kmergiiig from this, an open hilly space is reached. 
To tin* right is seen the deep and wooded entrance to the 
gorg<* of Mittewald, u[) which passes tiie l^renner road to 
Innshriick. The white lines of an Austrian fortress — the 
FVanzens h^estc* — show that it is om* of tin* gates of (iermany. 
Down on the left is the continuation of the .same road 
s(»iithwanls to Hrixen and Botzen. This was our route. 
Having through the Pu.sterthal skirt(*d the northern side 
of th(^ Dolomite region, now, in turning southward, we 
wen* to skirt its west«,*rn bonh*r. At Brix(*n, an old 
cath(*dral city, surrounded by vineyards and gardens, wi* 
rested for all h(»ur or two. lielow, the valley <»f the 
Ki.saeli becomes continually gran(h*r in its teatures and 
rich(*r in its vt*g(‘tation : tin* whole is more or less of a 
iMvimt. After passing Klausen, a narrow strt*(‘t pushed 
clo.se to th(^ side of the rushing stream, the (inslen Thai, 
already mentioned, opens mi the left, but at too great an 
eh‘vation to disclose its sci*nery, which, as wt* have said, is 
remarkable for its Dolomit«‘s, and e.specially for one traii.s- 
cendeiit ])eak, tin* Lang Kof(*l, whose name the reailer 
mu.st impress upon his mind. We scrutinised every open- 
ing in that direction, but in vain: a screen i»f porphyry 
hid(*s the Dolomites from view, and that is why ordinary 
tourists know so little of tln*m. 

Th(* approach to Botzen in the evening was scarcely less 
than superb. There the porphyry rocks rise dark and 
r(‘d, yet clothed with the softest, richest foliage. Below 
tluun, vines trail over every shelf and tc'rrace, filling the 
bottom of the valley. At a point where four valleys 
oonverge, and thence descend in one broad trough to 
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Italy, stands liotzen, distinj'uislud l^y tlu? hri^ht 
roof and red towers of its eathedral : tlu* tin^i* ol porjiliyry 
is upon everytliiiiijf, making gorg(‘ous eoloiir in tlie after- 
noon. Here you find symptoms of tlu* .south. Italian 
accents catch the ear ; Italian lu*avily arcadt?d streets 
arrest the eye; campanile towers are set out on every 
knoll of the rich landscape ; frescoes tint the walls; and 
from the roadside shrines tlu* terrible or tragic in art is 
banished. Graceful JIadonnas, or full-robed saints, .super- 
sede souls in agony or the horrors of the road to ( alvary,* 
while even in the crucifixes resignation takes the place 
of mere physical suffering. A .softness seems to prevail 
over lu^th art and nature. 

Vet this softness is not luxurious, ]h)tzi‘n may put in 
its claim beside Innsl>ruck and Salzburg for the .striking 
character of its landscape: and I have reserveil m(‘ntion 
to the last of its most remarkable featun*. From the 
windiovs of the ‘ Kai.ser Krone,’ or from beyond tlu* bridge 
<»n the Meran road, or lietter still, from mie of the emi- 
nences at the foot of the Mendola, you will .see, looking 
eastward by evening light, spires and towers of Ihilomitti 
overtopping everything, and illuminated wlieii all else is 
dark. It is a .sight both beautiful and mysterious. Th(*y 
rise with such lofty imlepcmdence (d* tlu* surroiin<ling 
scenery, are sliattered into .shapes so strange*, cut the .sky 
with .such sharpiu*.ss of outline, and gleam with so un- 
earthly a light, that you are rivete<l by tlu; spectacle. 
Vou cannot but long to (*xphjre tho.sc; fastnesses, and 
touch the bu.ses of those awful walls. That Val Fas.sa, 
which lies behind them, how wild and .solemn it must he I 
What a fearful place to live in 1 To these imaginings the 
actual Val Fas.sa does not an.swer, as it will be our task 

* Since. tills tiim* the stations of tin* (Mviiry liavr liccn repainted, and in 
a coarser st >le. 
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to show, but such is the impressiori tliat f^lirnpso of its 
bulwarks must produce. 

Those Doloiiiites are the ‘ Kosen (iarten’ — the Rose 
(lardcn ! — a name you would never associate with their 
almost f'h.ostly aspect. Tin; flush of sunset may, ind(f<;d, 
fora moment su^^gest it in its rosy tint; but that pfisses 
and leaves them stark and cold. The ‘ garden,’ if there 
1)0 one, lies on the further side, where the slopes of Val 
Kassa, at the foot of tlui precipices, iiro in tlieir season a 
mass of rhododendrom bloom ; but that is a secret of tin* 
vale I ought not yet to disclose, and a far more romantic 
origin is assigned fofr that singular nann*. 

Amman drove us, not to the‘ ‘ Kaiser Krone ’ — an excel- 
lent inn of the hotel class — but to Mondschein.* 

Surely the (rerinan mind must have been strangely coii- 
fiis(Ml wh(*n it reversed the sexes of the heavenly bodies, 
and called the moon a maul This ^Moonshine' is in a 
narrow street, and c<Ttainly possesses more character in 
its interior than its motlern rival. On the lainling between 
the doors of our bedrooms, a lift^-size figure of the 
Saviour on the cross, sculptured in wood ami coloureil, 
looked startling enough at dark under the gleam of a 
single lamp, and gave it the air of a convent cloister. Hut 
then* was n(»t conventual silence. The heavy traffic of 
the Krenner wtis continually passing through the street : 
wagons, with a <lozen horses apiece, were arriving or 
departing all the night through, and diligences with their 
lamps — effectual disturbers of sleep. 

In the morning Amman came to take leave, and begged 
to see the ladies, who happened to be in their rooms. To 
each of them, as they appeared, he dropped on one knee, 
and taking a hand put it to Iiis lips with all tlie grace of 
a cavalier. It was tin' last touch of romance in our 
jo\irm*v. We wt*re uow^ ou the beaten tnick. The day 
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but one after our arrival \sv left Hotzeii by tbi» early 
dilijjence for Merau, and as we turned up the valley of 
the Etsch the Ihdonutes pjissed out o[ sij^ht — not out (d* 
mind. 

Five years elapsed before we saw them a^.iln tt>;;elh( r *, 
and meanwhile tin* Alps of IMeilmmit, th<* Pyrenees, and 
the bleak hills of SutIuTland oeenpitMl onr summers, fn 
1S5S my wife and f took the Amp»*z/.o n>ad, on mir w\ay 
from Venice to Innsbruck, and as w'(‘ passed tliron;,di 
(.'adore, (Wtina, and Landro, saw' emniLjh to sustain th»- 
inter(‘st in tlies<‘ stranj^e mountains which had bo(‘n s** 
strongly rou'sed. In ISI>(), Plmrchill made them tin* 
special obj«*et of a brief solitary tour, and he tuov takes 
tlie p(‘U to t(*]I how’ h(‘ fart'd. 



AN KXrt RSlON TO VAL FASSA 

Is l«(iO 

HY (i. C. rilfUnill.l,, K.G.S. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE BOTZKN DOLOMITES. 

Approarh to lJotzf*n - Thft First Dolomite — Ratzcs Bath-ITouHC — 
Tho SfissfT Alp ami its rim of Dolomites — lIauL*n'«t<*in Castle ami 
OswiililtheMinne8inir«*r - A Lej^eml- - The I'orpliyry Plateau in Ro- 
man ami M<*iliii*viil Times — The Hay -Rath --Pass of the Duron Thai 
to Campitello — Villape Art The Marmolata — Kxeursion to the 
I'edaia — Vijijo — The Hosen^irten — View from the Ridge of Moii- 
roni - The Volcanic* Theory —The Karneid Tlial, and Legend of the 
Karneitl .Schloss — Return to Rotzen. 

‘ The, Dolomite district of South Tyrol is complicated in its 
construction, but the general direction of its main valleys 
is from north-east to south-west. It is penetrated by one 
remarkable valley from the south-west, near Trent, for 
nearly eighty miles. This is usually known in its upper 
part as the Fassa Thai, in its middle portion as the Heims 
Thai, and in its lower section as the Cembra or Zimmers 
Thai. The river Avisio traverses its entire length, and 
falls into the Etsch or Adige at Lavis, a little above Trent. 
Nearly meeting this valley from the north is the Gader 
Thai, and tlie same point is also closely approached from 
the west by a short valley named the Grdden Thai. The 
space lying between the heads of these valleys is a moun- 
tain knot or plateau, and the routes given in Murray for 
visiting the scenery of the Dolomites are almost entirely 
concerned with this one spot and its approaches. Another 
valley, however, on the eastern side of the district, is quite 
as important for access to the Dolomites as the Fassa. 
Ascending from the neighbourhood of Belluno, and trend- 
ing north-west, it leads at last to the base of the same 

£ 
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mountain knot. In its lower eourso it is called the Val 
Agordo; in its nii|HT, the LiviniiUongo, or from the 
mmcof it'* •'Stream, tin* Conlev..!.-; liotli jH.rtioiw exhihit 


some of the tineat Dolomite M'enerv. I lieu, still m„r,. 
to the cast, is the valley of Ampeao, a/Ion/iiig the only 
carriage road. Vartiua ou this route, and Itotzen on that 

, .1 . i- ml tuiitifa 

<>i fJti* liri'unrt 


dt'parture for tin* Ihthnniti if the ohjtvt ht* to cross tha 
oouiitry, aiul see the fiiient portions of the Fassa and 
Agordo valleys in the shortest time. (leographieally, the 
three valleys, the Fassa, the Agonlo, ami the Amjiezzo, 
may be called the main arteries of thi‘ Dolomite system. 

('onnected with the above-mentioned jilateau, ari» some 
of the best-known Dolomite mountains. The llohe Sehlern 


stands on its western border, near Ih)tzen ; the Lang Kofel, 
and the Sella Spitze are not far btddnd, aiid near them, to 
the south-east, separattnl oidy by the Val Fa.ssa, is the 
-Marinolata. In other parts of the Dolomit<‘ district, how- 


ever, there are iimuntains, as we >hall show, (piite as de- 
serving of a reputation. 

In the season of 18(50, circumstance's j>ri*vent(‘d the 
formation of our u.snal travelling party, ami I was the only 
member at liberty to proceed to the Dolomite* region, 
which, after the long interval reh'rred to in the last ehapter, 
we had fixed upi)n as the next object of our tours. As at this 
time the only available information dealt princijially with 
the western group of Dolomites, and tin* valleys connected 
with it, I naturally selected Dotzen, at the foot of the 
Brenner, as the point of departure, and tin* liead of the Val 
Fassa as my first object. Wet weather and other hindrances 
narrowed the visit to the short period of a ft^w days, and 
I scarcely went farther than the threshold of the district. 
What I saw and learnt about it I will now submit to the 


reader. 



VALLEY OF THE ADIGE. ^1 

On Wednesday, August 10, 1 took tlie train from Verona 
to Botzen, up that long det‘p trougli, which, penetrating 
almost to the foot of the (central Alps, has admitted to 
a great<,‘r degr(?e than any other inlet of the southern 
range the influence of Italian speech and manners. Here 
Longobards, and after tlnnn Venetians, from the south, 
have eontemded with Franks, Haviirians, and (ierrnans, 
from the north ; of wliich conflict of races tliere is still tlie 
memorial in the villages «jf Mezzo Lombardo (Welsch- 
metz) and Mezzo Tedesco (I)eutschinetz) posted over 
against eaeli other as mutual spies at the inoutli of the 
Val di Non, and in the presence of tiie figure of a Venr - 
tian general in the Cathedral of Trent. The southern end 
of tlie trough presimts to the traveller, in rich and varit'il 
combination, tlie bosses, scars, ridges, and peaks of lime- 
stone scenery. Otio isolated lofty summit, near Mori, 
brought (‘Specially into remembrance the fine outline of 
the Aiguille de Vareiis, as S(?en from St. (rorvais. The 
u])p(?r half of the great valley introduced me to the 
W(‘stern wail of tliat porphyry plateau from the surface of 
which, :is I knew*, but away to the right and invisible^, rosc^ 
up the Dohmiite peaks that formed the object of mv 
journey, ('omiiig nean?r to Botzen, a little above Neu- 
niarkt, the eye is caught by a striking and sudd(?n contrast 
between llu? forms of inoiintaiu and plain, in the Mittel- 
berg, a long and narrow mountain island in the midst of 
the level valhw, running parallel to its main direction, and 
rising nearly 1, ()()() feet tabove it. Whatever fimetions it 
niay fulfil iu the general economy of the Botzen district, 
it does at least serve to intensify the effect of the rich 
porphyry amphitheatre in which Botzen is placed. 

On the eveming of the following day, a Avalk along the 
porphyry slopes on the south side of the impetuous Eisach 
displayed the range of Dolomite peaks, some twenty miles 
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distant, whicli we had seen so finely from Kotzon in 1856, 
and broiij^lit also prominently to view the Ilohe Schlorn, 
whose nearer acquaintance I expected to make on the 
morrow. The effect of these bare jnnnacles and walls wjis 
much enhanced by the rich grassy promontories of the 
porphyry plateau, each with its shining little village, which, 
forming the middle distance, stood out in relief against 
them. 

After a night made sleepless by the quarter-hour clang 
of the cathedral bells close to my window, I w^as thoroughly 
aroused at four o’cdock by the simultaneous discharge of 
the whole peal, and the booming of thirty-one cannon in 
honour of the Kaiser’s birthday, l^ooking out of ^lie 
window, Venus and other stars were shining brilliantly 
above the dark Dolomite line, and I hastened to join the 
Eilwagen, which left for Brixen punctually at five o’clock. 
But Brixeu wius not my destination ; the jourrn^ in the 
Eilwagen terminated at Atzwang, fourtccui miles from 
Botzeu. This is a small roadside station in tluj h(?art of 
the gorge of the Old ‘ Kunter’s Weg,’* with space but for 
road and stream, and wdien^ the ste(»ply rising jmrphyry 
slopes on either hand are richly fringed witli patches of 
vine, wood, pasture, corn, and orchard. It is famous for 
its good red wine. 

Vigo, in the Fassa Thai, appeared more acecssibh' from 
this direction than by the circuitous route through Neii- 
markt and Cavalese. The map indicates a course inon^ 
direct than either — from Botzen to Vigo, up the valley of 
the Karneid to its origin at the foot of the Canjssa Pass. 
But I could not learn anything in Botzen of its practica- 

* The road between Botzen and Kolimann is so named, liavin^ir been 
eonstpucted through the gorge at the side of the Eisach by Heinrich Kuiiter, 
a citizen of Botzen, about the year 1314. Before this, and in the Koniau 
period, the road traversed the plateau of »^iss and Castelruth, descending 
to the stream at the entrance of the Groden Thai. 
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bility, and the .alternative presented, therefore, was either 
that of visiting the Dolomites of the plateau, or Seisser 
Alp, in the first instance, and thence descending to the 
more southern groups, or reversing this course. I chose 
the former plan. 

A horse being provided for my impedimenta^ I was 
soon mounting the slope, breathing the crisp air, .and at 
each turn of the Jiscent gaining wider and wider sweeps of 
view' over the opposite Kitten plateau, and the villas of the 
wealthy burghers of Kotzen. One of the villages on that 
side, lAJiiginoos, is nunarkable for its earth-pyramids, con- 
sisting of red porphyry mud, wdth sharply angular frag- 
ments of granite and mica slate imbedded — the remains 
of a lateral moraine of th(‘ great Eisac*h Glacier, and left 
stranded th(.*rc on its retreat at the termination of the* 
Glacial period. 

The occasional distant booming of cannon indicated that 
the day’s festivities below were proceeding. At la^t the 
Alp plateau w'as reached, and in a moment the Hohf‘ 
Schlerii fronted me high in air, looming big, black, and 
solid, a thin cloud girthing itvS middle. This w'as its 
western face, and I hiul to skirt the northern side to reach 
a deeply lying narrow ravine, that separates its eastern 
precipices from the second and higher plateau of the 
Seisser Alp. The level summit of the Schlern itself forms 
the third and highest plateau of all, standing aloft and 
isolated, for it is connected with its nearest neighbours in 
the rear — the Mittagskogel and Kossziihn Berg — only by 
long and narrow isthmuses. Its massive and unbroken 
form from this point appeared to be relieved by but one 
isolated pinnacle at the northern end. whose roots lay liid 
in the dark pine forests that clung to the base of the 
mountain; soon, however, other pinnacles from behind 
their companion stood boldly out to view. A young girl. 
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who was on her return from an errand to her Botzcn home, 
here left me to rejoin her parents aiul an invalid sister, at 
a snug-looking cottage, which slie pt)inted out up the slopes 
at the base of the Schlern. This fresh and smiling Alp 
must be indeed a fit place of invalid retrt‘at from the sum- 
mer heats of a town situat(‘d in a basin so hot as that of 
Botzen. Co:usting round, I left the prettily nestled village 
of Seiss in the distance to the left, and entering the gorgt‘, 
and winding up a steep and dt^vious track throiigh the 
thick woods, suddenly came to the <‘dge of a small clearing, 
opening to my expectant view the white walls and gr(‘(»n 
shutters of the little Bad and (lasthaus of Katzes, 4,120 
feet above the sea. 

The establishment consists of two small buildings, uni:i‘d 
by a tiny chapel, where a friar of tlu' Franciscan monastery 
of Botzen leads the devotions of the giu'sts and housidiold, 
morning and evening. A covered balcony, running along 
on the level of tin* first floor in front of this chapel, and 
Connecting the sjille with the bedrooms, is a conv<‘nient 
lounge for patients in wet weather. The ground-floor is 
]>rincipally occupied with bath-rooms, and gives forth 
various splashing sounds at intervals during the day. 
The rooms are very small and gloomy, and the l)t‘d- 
roonis e(|ually spare of space and of furniture. V(‘t the 
salle is cheerful. Its windows, directed to tln^ four ])oints 
of the compass, yield variety of prospiH*t, <4ther towards 
the dark fork of the gorge, sprinkhMl in its sheltered upper 
nooks of rock with snow; or at theSchl(*rn close opposite — 
so close that one must crane his neck l)ack wards to include 
the highest crag; — or in the two other directions, to the 
wooded slopes which complete the seclusion of tin? retreat. 
Two springs, one sulphurous and the other iron, issuing 
from the depths of the gorge, supply the healing waters, 
carried, to their destination in the basement of the building 
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through liollowed pine trunks. Everything about the little 
spot is plain, simple, and rustic, and the peasant guests — 
for they are mostly of that class — are equally so. A 
more (piiet corner of the world does not exist. Here man 
has not yet learnt to contend with nature, and build those 
‘ grand hotels’ that surprise the traveller in the recesses of 
Eaux (’haud(‘s and Eaux Honnes. Long may the shadow 
of the giant Schlern fall upon nothing more artificial than 
this humble roof, concealed among the dark pine masses 
tliat fill the base and sides of the gorge ! 

I joined an early table (Vlioie at half-past eleven, served 
in brown earthenware with pewter plates, in preference to 
waiting for a separate meal, and the remainder of the day 
was occupied witli a stroll in the neighbourhood. Next 
morning promised fine weather, spite of the everlasting 
south wind — the great carrier of clouds. Some dr}ing 
plants having been car(‘d for, I selected the Seisser Alp, 
rising close above* Eatzes, and immediately opposite to the 
Schlern, for the day’s excursion. This Alp, the largest in 
Tyrol, at an average height of (>,000 feet above the sea, is 
the plateaii so <»i’teu mentioned as the central point of 
interest for the W(*st(*rn Dohunites. 

A winding track up steep jiasture and corn plots, led at 
last to a narrow, rudely paved road, the means of access 
to the summit from the village of SeisvS. Rough vehicles, 
half car, half sledge, bring down the hay from the Alp 
above along this road, and had worn deep rut -lines into its 
hard and slippc'ry surface. Following them ploddingly for 
an hour, th(*y were lost finally in the rocky edge of the 
Alp, and a few steps farther opened out to view its wide- 
reaching and undulated surfiice, covered with the richest 
grass, variegated with many flowers, and dotted with 
numerous hay-ehiilets. Immediately opposite, about five 
miles distant to the south-east, rose up grandly out of the 
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green rim of the Alp the Lang Kofel (nearly 10,000 feet),* 
and its twin brother tlie Vlatt Kogol. Their savage isola- 
tion, the sharp contrast between their lofty precipice- walls, 
crowned wdth jagged pt^aks and pinnacles, among which a 
glacier is seen siispeiuh'd, and the softly swelling green 
slopes at their feet — giving the spectator the impression 
of their having been shot up from below in their present 
form, perfect and complete — impress the eye and fascinate 
the imagination. Few other peaks, even of that weird 
family, the Dolomite, can compare with them in this re- 
spect. Keyond these, to the ]i‘ft, the walls and ledges of 
the massive and equally isolated Sella Spitze ran back 
into the far distance, facing another h)fty isolated mass, the 
Guerdeniizza group ; and on the right of tlu* Lang Kofel 
and Watt Kogel the green ridge continued to rise west- 
ward, until it merged into tlu‘ Rossziihn H(Tg, a line of red 
rocky teeth which, in turn, were lost in the long crescent 
curve (»f the Sehlern plateau, now lying b(*hin(l me. lieyond 
the green rim, to tin* south-east, appearc‘d tln‘ culminating 
peak of the whole district, the Alarmolata (1 1,‘^()() feet),t 
with its flattisli snowy donu‘, ending in a slieer precipice cm 
its southern side*, and running into long glacier slopes on 
the northern. To the north, the high grassy mound of the 
Piiflatsch Alp, a continuation of the Seisser Alp, pnwemte^d 
all view beyond itself ; but the whole interval between it 
and the Sehlern to the south-west allowH*d the distant 
horizon to be visible, and the entire quadrant >viis filled up 
with the snow-fields and peaks of the Adamello, the 
Oertler, the fEtztlial, and the Stuljay groups. To the 
north-east a depression in tlie Alp, ending in a d(?ep 
ravine that carries off some of its j>lentiful surface-water 

* 9,9/)f5 feet above the sea, aeeonl/ng to Trinker. 

t Its hif^htr and more western priilc iias been lately determined to be 
11,465 feet above the sea. 
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into the Grodcn Thai, let in, as in a brilliant green setting, 
another equally noble view of snow-peaks. These formed 
part of the Noric chain. The whole day was spent in 
wandering over these delightful slopes, enjoying the keen 
fresh air, the variety of plant life, and the grandeur of the 
mountain forms, until dusk compelled me to slip rapidly 
down to the lower plateau, and seek in the depths of the 
woods for the little; * Bad.’ 

In the Speisesjud dancing was the order of the evening. 
The old folks were set liehind the long tables all round 
the room, and young couples were whirling in waltzes to 
tlie music of a guitar and Jew’s harp, dancing with spirit, 
and keeping capital time. I took a vacant corner, and 
watched the inerrimont. There was a great deal of laugh- 
ing and talking, and, no doubt, a due share of flirtation. 
The Kellneriu enjoyed her dance with the rest, snatching a 
moment at intervals, to supply the courses for my supper 
as they were recjuired. 

The next day, as the Schlern which I wished to 
ascend was concealed in clouds, I resolved to explore the 
lines of del)ris near the wild gorge, cutting deeply in 
between tlie noble pinnacles already noticed. The return 
path led me piist the ruins of an old castle — the Castle of 
Haiieiistein — that formerly occupiiul a huge block of dolo- 
mite which had fallen from the mountain. Within its 
walls once lived a man renowned in his day as knight 
and AIinnesing(T. Kntering its broken towers was like 
putting on the spectacles of history, and peering into the 
remote past of the middle ages. I never thought to ex- 
perience a personal interest in any of the Minnesingers, 
yet here I found myself upon grouiul trodden by one of 
them year after y(*ar, and looking down on the same dark 
green pine woods and smiling hamlets that formed his 
prospect from these castle walls. The following narrative. 
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condensed from an account of liotzon and its neighbourhood, 
embraces the principal events of his varied history.* 

The poet Oswald von Wolkeiistein was born in the year 
1367, probably at Trostburg, an old eastlt* at the entrance 
of the Grdden Thai, where lived his mother, Katlu*rine 
von Villanders, the only tlaughter and lu‘iress ot Kkart II. 
Being the second son of his parents, hi* h‘ft home at an 
early age to put in practice that knightly romance which 
had been the only intellectual food of his cliildliood. He 
travelled in company of a Tyrolean troop of horse* in 
the direction of Tnissia, where the Teutonic ord(*r of 
knights was carrying on a constant struggle with the 
heathen Lithuanians and other tribes. Ib're he remained 
eight years, and won his spurs. Thence made a journey 
into the Crimea, crosseil the Black Sc\i, suffering shipwreck 
in its stormy waters, and escaping only by clinging to a 
mast. He then visittd Armenia, Persia, and Asia .Minor, 
and was even re(lue(*d fur several y(*ars to starve as a sliip’s 
co(»k at Candia and in the neighbouring islands. Y(*t, 
wlien Sigisinund, King of Hungary an<l Kmperor of Ger- 
many, with whom he had made acquaintance in Prussia, lost 
the battle (»f Nicopolis, in conffhrt with tin* Turks, w<* lind 
Osw'ald in his company, esi‘a[iiiig witli diflieulty from the 
slaughter. Towairds the year 1400 he r(*turiied home to 
arrange his affairs, and his father having died aljoiit this 
time, the brothers Michael, Oswald, and Letmhanl, divided 
the inheritance. Michaei took Trostljurg ami Wulkenstein 
(at the head of the (ridden Thai); Oswald, Haueiistein 
and (.'iistelruth ; and liConhard, goods ami money, with 
which h(f afterwards bought Aichach, a easth* ou the por- 
phyry plateau, near the south face of the Hehlern. Oswald 
then appointed a stew'ard over his property, and recom- 
menced his adventures as a volunteer in the wars of that 

* • Dits Stadt Bozen iind ihre UnigeLungon,’ von Bi du AVt.*bi p. Boizm, 18411 . 



OSWALD TIIK MLVXESIXGER. 


C9 


period. He nerved at first under the Emperor Rupert, in 
Italy, in 1402, and later in Spain, Portugal, England, and 
in the Rhine country, distinguishing himself e^specially at 
the storming of C(‘utu, on the African coast, by the Por- 
tuguese. On his return home, in the year 1410, he found 
Tyrol in a disturbed state. The nobility of the Etsch Thai 
liad united together to protect their ancient privileges 
against the encrojichinents of Frederick ^of the empty 
pocket,’ Fount of lyrol. Hitherto they had been con- 
sid(ir(jd his peers, and hail held their possessions im- 
m(Hliat(‘ly from the Emperor, except where some special 
f(Midal iUi re<iuir<*d it to be otherwise. Tliese encroach- 
ments gave rise* to i'ontinual disputes, in which each 
cind(*c‘ivour(*d to enforce Ins rights as he best could, Oswald 
took the side of the nobility, became the Emperors 
steward and man of business, and laboured Z(*alou>Iy to 
get Tyrol out of the hands of the innovating government 
of the Austrian Archduke, whose deiully hatred he had 
incurr(‘d. The ill success of this prince at the (’onncil 
of Foiistance appeared to the Barons of the Ethcli to afford 
a suitable opportunity for completing their designs; but 
not being ])ro|)erly supported by the Emperor Sigismund, 
and unprepared for Frederick’s luiexpected courage and 
n^sources under the most difficult ciriMimstances, they 
wercj at last, about the year 142(5, com])elled to acknow- 
ledge his superiority, and abandon their pretension to hold 
their fiefs immediately t>f the Empire, Oswald, in the 
contest, was twice taken prisoner, and in danger of losing 
his head ; an<l it was not till the following year that the 
Arcluluke, desirous of preserving to Tyrol its poet, granted 
him a pardon. 

Thes(' calamities, wdiich had involved the loss of a great 
part of his fortune, as well as injury to his health, w’ere 
connected with domestic experiences of the bitterest kind. 
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He had in early youth become acquainted with Sabina 
Jager, of Tisens, and had fallen madly in love with her. 
She, beautiful and coquettish, did not, however, recipro- 
cate the affection of the one-eyed poet. It seems that an 
accident at a carnival in the Castle of Trostburg had de- 
prived him of his right <‘ye by a shot, wIkmi only seven 
years old. Upon his return from a pilgrimage to Jerusa- 
lem, where he was made a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre, 
he found Sabina married to an old man of the name of 
Hausmann, living at Hall, a town in tin* lower valley of 
the Inn, upon whose death she carried on a Unlso/i with 
Frederick at Innsbruck. 

Tlic Hauenstein property, which it will be remt'mbered 
had formed part of Oswald’s inh(*ritanc(% w.-is originally 
held of the bishops of Brixen, and later of tlui counts of 
Tyrol, but had passed from the Hauenst»*im‘rs, who had 
died out with Leonhard von Hauenstein, in the year 1307, 
to the Wolkenstein family. A remnant, howewer, of the 
purchase money ((iOOO florins) had m*ver been paid by 
the latter; and it was Sabina, the widow, who, as lieiress 
of the Haueiisteins, elaimed that sum. Her enmity haviitg 
thus a very substantial l)asis, she phittisl to bring about 
Oswald's ruin: and enticing him into her power, gave 
him up to tlie Archduke* Frederick, probably in this man- 
ner enforcing payment. This woman b(‘(ame tli(*refore 
a source of the bitterest tiouble, both in early and in 
maturer years. Yet he was happy in his first marriage, 
in 1410, with Margaretha of Schwarigau ; though, after 
she had borne- liirn Ids eldest son and b(*ir, after- 
wards Oswald II., and several other cldidren, she sank 
into a premature grave. By his second wife, Anna of 
Embs, he had also several children ; but lu; outlived her, 
and was left to endure a solitary and joyless old Jige 
in this Hauenstein Schloss. Dying in 1445, he was buried 
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at Neustift, near Urixen* There still exists a collection of 
his poems, which include love-songs (rninnelieder), and 
historical and religious pieces. The first will secure him 
an abiding fame among the poets of the best times of 
the Minnesingers. They have lately been published by 
Wagner, at Innsbruck, following the text of three ma- 
nuscripts, one of which belongs to the Ferdinandeum in 
Innsbruck, anotlior to the Imperial Library at Vienna, 
and the third to the present Count of Wolkenstein. 

The ruins and the woods in which they stand still belong 
to the Counts of Wolkenstein, who are descended in a 
direct line from the poet. 

Another interest attaches to these old walls in a ghostly 
legend, which the autlujiity from whom we quote gathered 
from the lips of an old dame at ('astelrutli. This, pro- 
bably, refers to a period a little later than the poet’s time. 

A certain knight lived at the Hauenstein Schloss, who, 
having bound himself to depart for the Holy Land, shut 
up his young wife within its walls, supplied with provisions 
for a year, until his promised return at the end of that 
tiin(\ No admission from without — no escaping from 
within I He then pursued his way through Hungary to 
Constantinople. The wife, blest with the hope of a first- 
bi>rn, bore her loneliness with courage, and three months 
later became the mother of a son. Occupied with the 
cares of nurture, she .^saw" the year about to expire, and 
the provisions nearly at an end : but the knight came not. 
Day after day she watched from the tow^cr to see whether 
deliverance were nigh ; but in vain ! Hope and strength 
declined together, and at last she w'as seen by the villagers 
leaning over the window-sill dead ! The infant and the 
faithful maiden who had been the companion of her im- 
prisonment shared her hapless fate. Shoitly afterwards 
the knight was observed riding swiftly to the castle, agony 
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depicted on his conutenanoe. lie unlocked the fatal 
door, mount<?d all too late to his wife’s apartment, and, 
stricken with ^rief and horror, fell lifcjless to the ground 
by the side of those whom h(‘ <‘oiil(l not survive. Th(? hodicis 
were all buried in the ehnreJi of S(‘iss, not far distant. 
* Often since/ said the old dann‘, ‘ has the figure of the 
Frau beiMi set^n to wander from lier grave to th(^ ruins of 
the SchUxs, and look out <»f her window towards Seiss, 
the wind throwing her loosely flowing hair across her pale 
countenance.' 

A noM‘l now i> nothing: mopo 

Tli.iii an oM oa.stlo ami a <Tt*akin|r ili^jp— 

A ili*'tant Iiovrl — 

(lankinji of oIiaiiK a jrallorv a 
OM armour — ami a phantom all in wliitt* 

Ami thiTo’'« a nuvol I 

This de.>crii)tion, appropriate tuiongh wlien ('olmun 
wrote, does not, fortuiiah^ly, apply to th(‘ novel of onr 
days; Imt, if it did, this castle ruin of Ifauenst(‘in wouhl 
evidently supply all tlu* materials (Numerated. 

The porphyry plateau, upon whieli Seiss stands, with 
the red sandstfuie derived from it that rims along its 
eastern Inirder at the ha^^e of the Puflat^eh and tin* 
Schlern, giv(‘s rise to a most fruitful soil. Its village's 
and handets are very numerous. Seldom iii the Alps are 
so many flourishing human liahitations crowded tog«‘tluT 
in so small a sjKice as in that which extends from tin* 
Groden Thai on the north, to Tiers and the Tit'rscr Thai, 
immediately east of Ilotzim, on the south. Its fertility must 
have been known of old, and as the Koman road before 
the cutting of the Kunter’s Weg appears to liave led over 
it t4) the foot of the Ilrenner, we may infer, as very pro- 
bable, that its population during the Koman period also 
was. flourishing and numermis. Several distinct facts 
tend to this conclusion. iSome of the villages are referred 
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by local authority to a Roman origin. Thus Seiss is 
derived from Susa; Vdls, from V'elites (Vellis, Velios), as if 
it had once been a Rottlement for Ufjkt troops; Prdsls, 
from Pra'sidium, a garrison ; and Castelriith, from Cas- 
tollarn niptum (Castel Rotto), the ancient name of a 
c/istle, which was itself erected upon the ruins of the 
original one built by the Romans. The castle of Trost- 
burg, too, still the property of the Counts of Wolkenstein, 
was originally a Roman castle. Some aiitirjiiarians go 
further, and would st*e in such names as Tagusens, from 
Taguntum, situated close to the mouth of the Gniden 
Thai, and Kardaun, from Cardunum, close to Kotzen, an 
indication of hltruscan or of Keltic origin, according to 
their views of th(‘ Etruscan or Keltic derivation of the 
Rhoitian aborigines.* At Tagusens, near Castelruth, 
bronze armour, with fragments of sw(»rds and lances, have 
been fnund ; and at Priisls, Lares and coins, with neck 
and ear ornaments and armlets of Roman workmanship ; 
some of th(‘m now preserved in the Ferdinandeum at 
Innsbruck. In Castelruth the present dialect still retains 
a common name or two — fossils of a paheozoic period — 
in the words intfdal f(»r a cheese dairy, f/lelr (glis, glires) 
for a sipiirrel, and vill for a park or preserve laid down 
with grass and wood. These indications, in fact, merge 
into the more ge'iieral vme presented by the existence of a 
Roinansch languagi* in the neighbouring valleys of Grbden 
and (Jad(*r ; for we may readily imagine that these flourish- 
ing Roman settlements, when attacked by the Ravarians 
(Hojoarii), who jKissed southwards through this district on 

* A Kornan origin may 1 h* pmlioatod of many of the Tillages around 
Uotzen, lK*li(*vcd to la* as aiieic'iU as Uotzon itself. Thus in Ep|nin we may 
sc‘e Aj*})iaimm : in Augia. Augu.sta ; in Kent.'«eh, Auronzo ; in Kaltern, 
faldan* ; in (rirlan, (’urilanum ; in Kiniiiaii (Forniigar), Fomiiearia: iji 
Kampill, Campilla ; in Maretseli, Miirez, fre^m Murazzo ; in Kitten, Kittona ; 
in Tirlun, Timlanum; in rfutteii, Vatina; and in Villa, the Latin Villa. 
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their way over the Brenner, would gradually retreat upon 
the high lands to the ejist, and into the recesses of the 
Grdden and (iiuler valleys, and there, mixing with the 
native Khoetiaus, give rise, through subsequent isolation, to 
the peculiarities in language which these valleys present. 

After the Konuin period, Botzen and its neighbourhood 
became the seat of a Bavarian Jlargrave, under the Dukes 
of Bavaria ; and the plateau on which Seiss and Castel- 
ruth stand fell into the hands of Bavarian Barons (Edl(»). 
Trent was then the northern boundary town of the 
Longobardie kingdom; and between the two rival races 
many a conflict wiis waged in the valley of the Ktsch, 
success variously inclining to eitlier side ; but more than 
once the Longobards succeeded in plundering Botzen, and 
driving the Bavarians before them up to Klausen. No 
doubt the district round the Schlern parti(»ipated in these 
alternations of fortune; and the old stories of the Ifelden- 
buch, which alludt‘ to the Hiriine Tan' of the dark 
Hauenstein Avoods, and describe how the litth‘ king 
‘ Laurin the Dwarf,’ encoinpcassed and defended in his 
‘ Kosengarten ’ with so much magic art, was taken prisomu* 
by the Lombard hero, Dietrich of Ihuii (Verona), — the 
same lufio Avho afterwards figures in another part of the 
Heldenbuch as tin? conqueror of tlie twelve chamj)ions of 
the Rosengarten of the Burgundian Princess Kriemhild, at 
Worms, on the Upper Rhine, and in the Nibelungcui-Lied 
appears as a friend of Etzel, King of llunhuid (Attila), — 
may be but the dim and flickering shadows of stirring 
events to which the ancient Schlern and the thence named 
Rosengarten Dolomites were witnesses. An old Avriter 
relates that the peasants of the Etsch were able to tell 
many stories of their King Laurin ; but now hardly any of 
these traces of the past remain, except the name of ‘ Ro- 
sengarten,’ applied to the Dolomite precipices at the bead 
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of tho Tierser Thai, which are bo strikinjy a feature in 
the view from Hotzen,* to a part of the Schlern, and to a 
locality at (jrats(!h, near the Schloss Tirol, close to Meran. 

Anticjuity of an older sort, and which Inirnan records do 
not illustrat(‘, has ^iveii renown ta another locality on this 
plateau. The limest<iiicj and other beds of the Piiflatsch 
Alp immediately ovi-rlookin^ Castelriith, have yielded a 
rich supply of minenils and fossil shells to the indefati- 
gable search of the priest of St. Michael, a small villa<(e to 
the north-cjist of ('astelruth. Herr Clara is described as 
a man of few words, and m*ist dilij^eiit as a collector. AVith 
oreat tenacity he holds to the resolution of never parting 
with any object for money, or receiviuf^ a present from 
any person. \'et he is liberal of ^ifts ; and if in this way 
Ihj ofttjii clears out the contents of his cabinet, he is 
ready with bee-lik(‘ industry to c^o a'^ain to the mountains 
and refill his drawers. The Innsbruck ^Museum possesses a 
fine collection of mim^ral treasures, of which he is the 
donor; and it is through his industry that the geologists 
of Kurojx; were first made aware of the riches f»f the 
Seisser Alp beds, examples of which may now be seen in 
most of the great Kuropean collections. One c»f the fossil 
shells of the district, Clartti, will hand down 

his name to future generations of paheontologists. 

Our little Ihul of Katzes belongs to a (juite modern 
order of things. It lu‘came known only in 171.>, through 
the description t)f a Hotzen physician, Anton Abmayr, and 
hius been recommended by the Faculty of Hotzen since 
that date. It is useful both tor inflammatory diseases and 
those that arise from debility. Hut another and more 
primitive nnxle of cure is resorted to during the season in 
a rough chaltit situated on the heights of the Schleni 

* AiioflKT (Icrivatioii nffliiM namr is loyally givrii. an<l it is flint roft'rn'd 
fo at pope 45. 
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plateau, not tar fnmi the little Alpine chapel of St. 
Cyprian, and near tlie source of the Schh^rn llach. From 
forty to eh^lity uu‘n may sometimes he se(?n crowtled 
within its narnnv walls, and so deeply buried in the frcsli 
hay, that notliinix hut rows of heads are visible. In this 
moist, warm medium they eontiiiue ni^dit and day, exc(*pt 
durini]: the time necessary fi»r takin*:^ food, which is sup- 
plied fnun a iiei*;hh(Mirin^ hut. The violent perspiration 
thus indueed is the means of cure. The hay of the Schlern 
i.'* esteemed more valuable for this purpose than any other 
in the ilistrict, and is said to he injurious ludy to patients 
of c<msumptive teiuh‘ncy. 

Hut to return from tliis lon^ dii^iession to my personal 
narrativt*. Next day, ft'elin^ the ht‘haviour of the Schlern 
to he doubtful, 1 ahamhmed the idea of ascending to its 
platt.*au, and eni;ai«fed a Jn»rse and j>uide ha* Campit(*lh», 
in the upptT Val Fassa, consoling myself the more n‘adily 
that I hopt*d to revisit tin* district with ttreater leisure at 
command tin* following yi*iir. Spitc^ of tin? chanLciiiLj 
clouds which mercifully played about tin* pi*aks without 
('oiicoalin^ them, 1 t-njoyed once mor<* the iiovt*! aspect of 
those isolated heros, aj^u’ound, as it were, amid the rolling- 
^reeii waves of the Seisser Alp. d'here was nothin;^ to 
break or interhu’e with tin* loni^ swelling lines, until, in 
Ijrea.sfiii;' the ^ra.Nsy ridge that runs between tin* broad 
whiti; back of the I^latt Kf»gel mi the h?ft, and the jaggi'd, 
ruiinuis-looking obelisks of tin* Kosszahne <ui the right, 
1 came upon liugf* masses of hard oliv<*-black rock, peep- 
ing forth here and there upon the flanks of the gully, and 
sugge^sting a comparison with tlie fossilis(‘d remains — 
skin, flesh, and all — of some mighty mammoth. The 
geologist, however, will tell us prosaically that they an* 
nothing more than vm’ns of augite porjdiyry, which, on 
this ridgt*, break through the volcanic asli of wiiich the 
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iipponnost l;iy<‘rs of tin; Seissor Alp are compoHert. And 
yft is pootry cvc^n in this aspect, if we will lait have 

patience? with tin* crust of hard fact, and place ourselves in 
pn^sence of the; livin;jf forceps that lie dormant beneath. 

On the first slop(is of tlu? steep descent, fiftJr'nt Hoy- 
mhiu'ni (or Ifonniiiu'm, pifryMatcvin) in enormous 

profusion, while aliun<lance of LUin m, Mu.rfftffon was beiiifi^ 
ruthlessly cut down by a band of mow'ers in fidl activity. To 
my rioht tin; bare white limestone ]ir(‘cipices of the Falban 
Koo(*l, tin* northern termination »>f the Rosenj^arten Dolo- 
mites, cam(‘ suddenly to view, and unitiii;^ at a narrow 
an^d<‘ with the Itosszaline enclosed a des<date-lookini; 
oonuT, in which lar^e patch(\s of snow foiiial shelter. From 
the bas(* of the slop<‘ tin* Duron 'Fhal stn*tched l)efore me 
an almost lev<?l tract, its stn*am wan<l(*riii^ at leisun*, 
marj^n'ned by plasliy nn^adows. T'lie Falban Kogel retin^d 
behind tlu* <;reen slopes, and its place was taken by bosses 
of dark nK*k of eruptiv(‘ ash, which formed the southern 
wall of tin* valley to its outlet at ('ampitello. In these* 
watery meadows, alon;^ with Sy^hnn 1 j^athered 

Ph‘U yinflliiy (Snryfia)n(i'i nthiifcttyiin interestiiij^ and rare 
form of (leiitian. Iti^ht in front, and orandly lillintr up 
the eap left by thi‘ iMiueave lines of tin* ridi;'es towards the 
end of the Duron Thai, rose up tlu* snowy heatl of the 
.Marmolata, its base lost aimm^ the fori‘sts in tin* middle 
distaiUM*. Fresently tin* Lclidint^ stream bail changed its 
eharaeter: a narrow and ra[)id gorge lay before me, and at 
the foot of it was ( \-uupitello, nestled in an angle of the 
Val Fassa, with an outlook to the south towards Vig^o, 
and eastwards to the head of the valley. 

(’ampitt'llo lies not far from tin* head waters of the 
riv(*r Avisio, which, running for upwards of seventy miles 
in a gein*rally south-w'(‘st din*ction, dehoueh(*s into tin* 
valley of tin* Adige at Lav is, a hwv miles above 'I Vent. 
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The place prt\sents none of those signs of thrift anil neat- 
ness visible in tlie German villages over the ridge to thti 
north. It is dirty, disorderly, and has a shiftless physi- 
ognomy, like too many i>f those in Italy. Its heiglit abovi* 
the sea, probably 4,o00 feet, may be some extenuation ; 
still I incline to think that if the n(*xt village up the 
valley, (hies, with its Teutonic church and bright grei*n 
bulbous spire, were Teutonic also in its peojde, its sup(‘rior 
cleanliness, neatnt'ss, and prosperity would hi* at once 
apparent. This last stands out of the direct )>ath, right 
under the Kodela Herg, a part of the south face of the 
Seisser Alp plateau, so I did not visit it. 

On enquiring aft<T suppiT of my landlord, Giovanni 
Bernard, I found his lardtT was a box on the stairs, con- 
taining an antiijuated tongue or two, looking much more 
like wood than flesh. Thesi‘ I docliiUMl, and was fain to 
be content with a //oVcc of very indifferent fare. Whih* it 
was preparing I sallii‘d out, taking a quii‘t stroll up the 
valley towards Penia, the last village in the pass hvidiiig 
over the shoulder of tlu* Marmolata towards ( aprile. The 
bottom t)f the valley here is nearly lev«‘l, from th(‘ alluvium 
brought down by the numerous streams; and tlic Avisio, 
the main stream, takes to itself a wa'de bed, m(\'indering 
among Dolomite debris, and margined by numerous clumps 
of alder and willow’, intiTspersed with bushes of tlu‘ 
tamarisk (M/iriatria f/fU'tnanica) at tliis tinn* in flower, 
and in their shade abundance of the intens(*ly white bloom 
of tiljfrstrls starred tlie sward. The contrasted 

forms of the mountains ; the hatchet-like blades of the 
Lang Kofel bending to each other, ami peeping ovit the 
ridge of the Seisser Alp; the giant bastion mass of the 
Pordoi portion of the Sella Spitze group, and the towering 
bosses of tlie Colatsch and otluer outliers of the Marmolata, 
combined to render this corner of the Fassa Thai exceed- 
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iiif^ly intcre.sting. The rich green of thefilluvium terraces 
t(»<s upon thu higliest of wliich stands the little village of 
All)a, held in shadow by steep slopes of eruptive ash,* and 
irrigatcMl by iiuui(*rous runnels of cool water, came out in 
strong oj>position to the bare-looking burnt-up slopes on 
the sunny side of the valley. 

('(‘nturies of hal>it liave aeciistonusl the traveller to look 
for some* manifestation of art in most Italian settlements. 
( ampitello is not without ambition in this respect. I 
found my Ixjdrooin a p(?rfeet picture gallery. The ceiling 
had a grand ormiiiKaital centre, tlie ctdours fresh and good, 
and round the walls, and between the three windows, set 
in frames of lines of various colours, were ten scenes from 
nature, painted with a certain rude vigour, each with its 
legend und(*rneath. One was styled ‘Valle di Jjiuter- 
brunnen in Swi/zera;' another, H\ainpit(*llo in mezzo 
giorno,' in which tin* Dolomites rigured hugely; a third 
was a gram! mountain scene suggestive of Chainounix, but 
the be(l-h(*ad, too lu*avy to move, was in the way of the 
Ieg(*nd ; a fourth, tlie most attractive of all, represented 
a wild array of Dolomite jieaks with an old castle in the 
midst, and Wius labelled ‘ Primiero." It put me upon 
cmpiiry, and in another year (1862) we realised all that 
this picture seemed to promise. 

I was now in the n(‘ar neighbourhood of the ^Marmolata, 
already pointed out to the reader as the culminating peak 
of the Dolomite district. This mountain — which might be 
compared in geiu*ral form to one of those mahogany cases 
for stationery, which an* to be found in most counting- 
houses of the present day — Inis its slope, a very steep one, 
to the nortli. To tlie south, east, and west, it is perfectly 
precipitous, and presents nothing but walls of bare rock. 
Glaciers cover the greater part of the slope, and their 
melting supplies the springs of the Avisio which takes its 
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rise iimiuMliiitely below tluMii. StaiKliiij^ in tlu* eeiitre of 
a I)oloinitt‘ workbtlie view fnuii the siiiiuiiit iimst be oru* 
of the most !iiarvelloiis panoramas of isolated individual 
Koek .Massives to be seen in the Alps, iinelothed as on the 
<lay they lirst came intt) existence. Its height, variously 
estimated, but whieli may be taken at abi)Ut 11,200 feet, 
raises it far above its loftiest neighbours. It stands in a 
line of ridge that runs fr4»m north to south through tin* 
^vestern Dolomite district and marks tli(‘ point where tlM‘ 
divergent valleys of the Avisio and (’ordt^voh* originate.'' 
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The fi>llowin{» flay I hofanised upon tht; Fedaia Pass, 
on the north flank of thfi Mannfdata. Tlie ascent com- 
mences after the last villa^re, Penia, is passed, and I soon 
encountered a kind of chaos like that near (iavarnit‘. iji the 
Pyrenees, with fine trees pfrowing upon many of the huge 

The view of tin- ;>Tarmol!iln tnKr-rt<Kl was olrtainrd in 1802 . Tlip poai- 
tion from which it was taken is drsmluil in fin* icih cliaptor. 
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blocks, and dead stems standinj^ here and there, slanting 
at diflenait angles, lieyoiul, the ascent was divided into 
a s(‘ries of sudden steps, ending in a basin immediately 
l)(‘Iow tlie siiiniiiit of the col. From tliis spot the desolate 
wli itemed rock-slopes of the Marniolata, running steeply 
down below its three glaciers, wcae before me. The 
glaciers an; parted from each other by line*s of bosses fis 
smooth-looking asth<i slopes, and the whole face suggests 
the idea of a remorsele.ss and most complete removal of 
ev(*ry sharp (‘dge or crag. Does this inrlicate a past ex- 
tcaisiou of the glacier ? The contrast lietween this general 
smoothness and the jagged character the Lang Kofel was 
remarkable. It is quite possible to conceive that the 
Marmolata glaciers, fav<iured In' cloudy summers and 
snowy winters, miglit uiiiti* below in one sheet of ice, and 
till tli(* basin partly occupied by the tiny Fedaia-See, or 
pi‘rliaps even the upper valley of tlie Avisio as far fis 
Penia. This tine pass is full of contrasts. Here nature 
lias reserved lier fairer mood for tlie stt/nii/ side; for the 
iM|> pastures stretch in long, rich, green sheets up to the 
summit of the ridge of eruptive iisli btmnding the pass to 
the north, ami in the Padon Spitze, attaining a lieight of 
*J,()00 feet, or 2,000 feet above that of the pass itself. 
\ur is this all. Tlie upper basin was a natural flower- 
garden, whert? every colour had its representatives, and 
(‘ven the larger blocks scattered on its surface became, 
through the luxuriance and variety of the plants growing 
upon them, miniature gardens in themselves. PuKjiiicula 
ijiundiflora, with Fytvla unijfonty and Eyipaetis rub!- 
f/ino8(i, were fre<pient on the ascent, as also Senecio 
abrotanlfolius ; and, on rocks, Achillea Clavemv. In tlie 
upper basin, Snnpecvunnn Wulfeniy PeJiciilans verti- 
villata^ tuberosa^ and fasciK^ulafa? Antheinis alpina, 
Pyrethnim reratopitylloidcs, Ilicracimn vilUmimn Senecio 
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Doronimm, Chrj/saHtlininnn wouttnnnn^ Ojrjffvttpis pilv^ 
sa^Prhniilit lotH/ijIora^ Mifusotis with (renliana 

iiiralis^ lenella^ and ntriculosit, wore ninony the more 
iiiterestiiii^ sjieeit's. 

The y;ran(K*nr <»f this invar view of the Marinolata is 
much eiihaneed bv elimbino to tln‘ summit of tlie rulo(‘ to 
the left, and so doinu: away with some of the fon^shorbuiiii^*. 
Its snowy dome and vast bulk and height are thus mueli 
better appreciated. Hows of mowiu's and haymakt*rs 
men and women — were busy upon this sbtpe, tin* Alpiin* 
i^ardeii quickly dis«appearin^ undiT tht‘ir scythes. They had 
come from Salzbury, and complained that the last two 
mouths had been unusually wet. In the evening the inevi- 
tabh* lean tbwl and brt‘a<l, without vegetables, awaited me 
at ('ampitello. 

Tlu‘ reader will have probably already inferred that I 
shirk ice-work, and am not a membt r of tin* Alpine t’lub; 
my willingness to ascend ceases with tin* disappearance of 
the last phanerogamous specimen. The snow and ict* 
ntgiou of the Maniiolata I therefiua* leave untouched, but 
it is in gooil hands; a late })resident of tlie Aljiim* I'lub 
having long ago made it his o^^n, and we may hopt* some 
day to welcome from his pen a full ilescription of its 
features.* 

Taking a porter, I left (.’ampitello tlie next morning for 
Vigo, tluf principal village* of the uppe*r Fassa, and about 
>i\ or ‘'♦•ven miles lower down. t)n this route the great 
objects r»f interest are almost out of siglit. The crags and 
pinna<*les of the fann*d Kosengart<*n I)olomit<*s, at the foot 
of which Vigo lies, are hid behind the long slopes of the 
half-grassy, half-rocky spines that ])rojt*ct forwards from 
their base. The Hclhi Spitze and the Marmolata disap- 

* In the* oth Misnitor will ho found 'in ncoount of a rm-nt ascent of the 
Maniioliitii 1)> ib rr ( Indiinanii. a incmbc-r nf tin- Vienna Alpine (Mul». 
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]H‘ar, and nothing p«?culiar U visible but the solitary 
retn^ating insisses of the l^ang-Kofel find l^latt Kogel. 
Kven they are reduced to tlie inininium of efft*ct, for they 
now exhibit neither the majesty and loftiness of their 
aspect from tlui Seisser Alp, nor their weird character as 
s(‘(*n |>eeping ov(?r at Campit<dlo. On the left, rocks 
formed of volcanic ash, clotlied in forest, rise up steeply, 
continuing Jis far as Pozza, at the entrance* to the Monzoni 
Thai, and coinplet<ily shut out all distant view. I walked 
on in expectiint mood, capturing a solitary specimen of 
Pitpftrrr inji fuiairinn^ growing in the glacier-water of the 
Avisio, one of the frequent illustrations of the descent 
of alpinii plants to lower regions when favoured by the 
cool banks of an alp stream. Its nearest alpine habitat I 
met with only on the highest debris of the Monzoni ridge, 
alsait 8, ()()() feet above the sea. On approaching Pern, 
a glimpse of the Dolomite world showwl itself; a long 
narrow ravine, with enormous masses of stony debris heapKl 
up on each side, ])enetrated deeply into a distant amphi- 
theatrt' of precii)ices of bare white rock, and allowed a 
moiin*iitary vision of a hd’ty wall rising upwards of 5,000 
teet alnwe its base,an<l then all was closed again to the view. 

Vigo is not far from Pera, and the road now leaves the 
level of the river to n»ach it. Situated on the finest expiinse 
(tf alp pasture in the upper Fjussa, it possesses the elements 
of alpine wealth in abundance, anil luis a Hourishing aspect. 
The houses are largt*, well built, ami seem ttderably clean. 
'I'here is no church in the village, but there are two, with 
Tc‘utonic-looking spires, standing at some little distance — 
one above the vilhigt*, St. Juliana, and the other, the 
principal one, St. .lohann, below. A fine bold Dolomite 
bluff, belted with forest, rises on the other side of the 
valhy from the bed of the river, and, facing the village, 
forms the principal feature in the near landscape. It 
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bears the name of the Sasso cli Lorh. The lofty line ot 
Dulonutie bosses aiul peaks that runs in lliis «lir(*etion from 
the Sasso di Val FVedda and Sjisso A'ernale, immediately 
to the south of the Marmolata, terminates Avitli tliis Sasso. 
The appellation is a Imjiieiit oiu* in the district. 

To many remltTs tin' name of this vilhi'^t', ‘ N'iyo/ may 
possibly bring reminiscenet's of certain early less<»ns in 
geography. Vigo Hay, and Vig»>, on tin' north-west coast of 
Spain, will rise to their remembrance, and the coincidence 
will soon pass from their tJionghts, as it <lid from mine. 
Hut if I point out what I afterwards discovered, that then* 
are at least half a dozen villages of this name in Soutliern 
Tyrol, curiosity, [)erhaps, will be awakened. Who or what 
is responsible tor tlie frecjin'iit <K‘curn‘nce of this name? 
The family, hut, is an increasing one, for is there not a 
Vigolo ((»r littli* Vigo) near Trent? 1 regret my inal)ility, 
at present, to siitisfv a h‘gitimate curiosity. I can only 
esfcihlish the fact, and raise tin* <|uestion ; commending the 
subject, however, to the author of ‘ Wonls anil Places.* 
Three of these Vigos are in the fn>sfrni half of South 
Tyrol — the first being in the Val di Non, a little above 
Mezzo Loiid)ardo ; the second in the Val di Sarca, Ix'tween 
Trent and Hiva; and tin* third in the Val Heinleiia, to tin- 
east <tf the Adainello. The tliree others an* in tin* nisfrrn 
half, the most remote being in the valley of the JMave, 
above Pieve di ('adore; and the one nearest to onr presc»nt 
village being in the lower Fassa,or (!emhra Th.'d, in*ar the 
point where the Avisio unites with the Adige. Th(*ii close 
to Trent, and a little to the west of the I^ago ( aldomizzo, 
we find Vigolo ! They are all set down iti Mayr's ‘ Karte 
von Tyrol.’ 

Anbmio Rizzi's inn, at Vigo, furnisln s comfortable head- 
fpiarters for excursionists, and I had int(*inied, weather 
permitting, to explore tin* whole distric t from (his central 
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point ; )jiit on tin? fourth day I wjw coiniMdltd t<i return to 
Jhdsseu for lotterH, and the only exeurnions 1 now made 
w<jrc* to tho Itommgarten Oebirge, t)eliind and above the 
villages and on the following day to the summit of the 
AJonzoni ridge, on the Alarinolata side of the valley, 

Friday, August 25 , I devoted to the Rosengarten 
<iel)irg(*. The usual course is to take the patli leading up 
to the church of St. Juliana, and then turning to the 
right, and. crossing the streamlet that runs down past Vigo, 
follow the track up the side of the ravine until the upper 
alp is gained. Another and higher ridge has to he sur- 
mounted, and the h*vel summit of the Sasso dei .Mugoni 
is n'ached; the viciw is iinmediately in front, and comes 
u])on you in a moment. 

Imagine a gigantic amphitheatre of jagg(‘d, cleft preci- 
pices, sliooting J, ()()() fe<*t above the spectator out of a 
dt*[>th far below him, and reaching, in the Rothewand 
Spitze, to tlie height of 10,200 feet above the sea. Let 
th<‘ anus of this amphitheatre stretch forwards so as to 
eni]>rac(j nearly one half of his horizon, simtting him up 
to the <uu; view of a stern, desolate, barren face, that pre- 
stmts itself t)n all sides. Let successive nuisses of dt.H>ris 
descend frt)m the ha>e this long line of precipices 
thnnigh the whole sweep of its circuit, aiul threaten to 
occupy the entire basin below, wliilo still leaving a small 
patch of hriglit green jiasttire, on which a dark spot is 
identitieil as a cluilet. All this imagined will still give 
but a very iiiade(|uate idea <»f the impressiveness of the 
sceiie. The surface-water of tlie hasin finds an outlt t 
through a gorge half clioketi up with debris, which, under 
the name of the Vnjoletto Ttud, runs steeply down to the 
main valley of the Avisi<>, near Pera.* 

* TIio p'lUTJiI viow of fho HaM-npirton hon* uivrn iloos iiof prcvis«'f.v 
answrr (o flir ilcsi^riptioii in tin* ft*\t. If fjikrii two y<’:n> I;ct«T Iihmh iIu* 
>>|)|H)sito sitli* «»f tlio \allry. 
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Hilt tlie main lino of tho riil^o of tlio Hoson^arton riiHH 
northwards, boyoiid tho limits of tliis amphitiu'atro, until 
it merges into tho Kalhan Kogol, already mentioned as 
facing tho head of tho Diinm Thai. In tho intcTval, the 
Kessol Kogel rises above the average line of the ridge, and 
standing at the head of a secmid and sinalha* cahlron, 
where there is a tarn, the Antormoja See, tlienoo derives 
its name. This I should have visited had weather allowed. 
The main line runs stmthwards also, until it terminates in 
the Kiilbl Eck, where the saddle-shaped depressitui of the 
Caressa Pass, at a height of about (>,100 feet, h‘ads out of 
the Fassii Thai towards Botzen. 

The Dolomite ‘Massif' of the Kose]\garten (ndnrgi* is 
one of the most eomplieat(‘d in the uppt*r Fassa. But its 
wildernesses, caldrons, and otht‘r eomph‘xities are all on 
its eastern side. The w<*stern fiiee (d* the wall runs in a 
simple single line, and is se<*n with that aspect from Bof- 
zen, awakening that feeling of awed curiosity which my 
friend has already d<‘scril)e<l, and which is not disiij)pointe«l, 
if the recesses ju>t refern^d to are exi>loreil, though the 
Val Fiissa itself may not answer to expectati»>n in this 
respect. The rock is of tin* same creamy Cidour as that 
of which the Schlern and Lang-K(»fel are composed, and 
is also like that in its cellular and crystalline characters. 
By the late.st writer upon this <listrict, Banui Bichthofeii, 
it is referred to two beds, both belonging to the Upp(‘r 
Trias. These themselves repose conformably upon a 
serie.s of bed.s of tho I^ower Trias, that form the slopes on 
both sides of the wall, and yi(dd tluj rich pastures in the 
midst of which Vigo and its neighbouring villag(\s stand. 
Underlying the whole is the great poq)hyry plat(?au, the 
grand starting-point for all geologic time throughout this 
region. I merely glance at these facts hen*, and refer the 
reader who desires to eiujuin* further to the suiiimarv con- 
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taiiifd ill oiir final (rliapt«?r, and to the geological map at 
the end of the* volume. 

From the ehivated point at which I stood, the Lang 
Kofel and IMaft Kogel, to the north, recovered some of 
their grandeur, app<‘aring seated at the edge of the south 
rim of tlu* S(;iss(*r Alp, which slopes down V6*ry steeply 
towards the interior of tin* luusin of tin* upper Fassa. At 
a little distance* from them, on their right, the Sella Spitz«* 
plateau stood out, as isolated from all its neighbours as the 
Laiig-Kofel, and rearing its massive bastions, devoid of all 
v(*getation, to a height (piitc* sufficient to give grandeur to 
its vast exj)anse. Two great arms str(*tched out to the 
scHith, overlooking the village of Gries — the portals to an 
unknown rocky wilderness in its interior - and its summit 
w;is crowned by nunn*rous more or less truncated coiu*s, 
rising from their debris-covered l)ases, and flecked here 
and there with be<ls of snow. 

The most prominent impression left on the mind by 
tliese Sfisser Alp I)olomit(‘s was that of complete separah^ 
and not only in relation to each fdher, but 

to the green slo])es on tli«* summits of which they are 
placed. Though ignorant, at this time, of Haron Kicht- 
hof(*irs theory <»f their origin, and therefore with a mind 
niij)rejudiced on the subject, they seemed to me to be so 
litth* a ])art of tin* green >loj>es on wliieli they rested, that, 
mori* tlian auglit else*,- — tliey suggested tlie idea of icebergs 
of rock, ^\bich miglit float away and leave the country 
unatft'cted by their removal. Tliey appeareil to have no 
nntta in the beds l)elow them. This impression is assisted 
by tln^ horizontal, and apparently undisturhed, lines of 
bedding whicli an* here and there visible wlieii the light 
falls on them at a favourable angle.* As little did they 

* Sir K. ^Iiiroliist)!! o1is«tv«hI this tac*!. aiul has nvonltni if in his p.ipor 
on tin* ‘Stnu-tnrr «»f flir Alps.' iS:c.. corUiiiunl in iho (loolotfii’al Sn*ii*t v s 
•loiirnal I’or ISH). 
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loi>k like the niinDUs portions of soino continuous 
or ridge, that had heen broken up by denudation. On 
sucli a su]>position there would have l)een left, in parts 
not fully exposed to the dt‘struetive action, more or less 
evident lines of ridge with outliers; but of tliese tliere 
appear no traces. An imjm*ssion similar to this I liavt* not 
received from any otlier part of tlu' Alps. It was the 
tir^'t, and remained the predominant one. For some 
account of Baron Itic'hthofen’s theory I refer the read(‘r to 
chap. IS, at the end of the volume. 

Turning more to the east again, the eye rested on tin* 
lofty protile of the Marmolata, rising up beyond and above 
the verdant slopes of the ('olpelle and Ihifaure (iebirge, 
looking like a mountain that had l)t‘en cleft ilown the 
mitldle, and one half of it n^moved. To the scmth were* tin* 
Sasso A'ernalewith two glaciers in its upper basin, and the 
Siisso di \'al Fredda; and thenct* tin* lofty Dolomite line 
was continued wt‘>tward nearly at right angl(‘s to its formn* 
direction until it met with the Fjissa Thai at the Sasso di 
Loch. l)etwe(*n this line am! the mass of the ( ’olpelle and 
Bufaure (iebirge, the Bozza Thai pas.si*s at a low level uj> 
to its <»rigin in the mountain.s immediat<*ly to the south of 
the Marmolata. South of this long Dolomite wall, called 
the (’ainpo Ziegelan, is the parallel valh*y of St. I*eh‘grino, 
which at the line of watci\sln*d, where then* is a solitarv 
clnirch and inn, mergf*s into anoiln*r \ alley the Val 
Falcade that continm*s in the .same din‘ction, until at 
Fenceniglui it falls into the longitudinal valhw of the (’or- 
devole, that runs southward to B(*lluno. 

Next morning f left Vigo early with a guide, (iiovanni 
(irazzioli, to explore the Monzoni branch c»f tin* Bozza 
Thai. De.scending to Bera, I <'rossed the riv<*r to pass 
through Bozza, just opposite, and tlnm enten*d the main 
lateral valley. The dew was plcntifnl on the <Tisp grass, 
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.ind <?V(;rytliinj^ proniiHed a cloudless, still day. At 
the point where the Morizoni branch turns off southwards 
is a solitary chrdet in the corner of a small pasture. We 
as(;<*ndcd to tho up])er story, and added our bread to soirie 
milk which an old woman boiled for us. lieacdiinj' at 
Icn^jdh th(^ end of the valley where several large patches of 
sm)W lay in s!ielt(*r, 1 gathered on tin; debris near one of 
them, (remit reptnns^ Oeivtsfluhi f/l(ieiale^ and Pfjrethrtrm. 
nlphimn. A vigorous climb through thick Uhododendron 
and Vaecinium scrub then brought us to the upper basin, 
occupying a great sweep immediately under the summit of 
tin* ridge, and filled witli long linens of hn)se debris diver- 
sified with patcln‘s of snow. We coasted fur some distance 
ov(‘r this debris, treading as lightly as possilde*, as the 
least (‘iicouragenn'iit set tin* iinass in motion, and shot ns 
down several yards l)(*low our proper course. The cur- 
vature; of tin* amphitheatre concentrated the sun’s rays; ami 
render(‘d the lieat intense ; several small flocks of sheep 
appeared to ])e in distn*ss from it, and I was amused at the 
diffen*nt methods of sln*lter they adopti*d. In one of the 
groups tln*y wen; standing elo.>e pn‘ssed against eacli 
other, so as to slnit out every ray of light, ainl not a liead 
but was carefully tucke<l under its neighbour's body. 
Another set lia«l sc(>oj)ed (»ut shallow hollows in the patches 
ofsm>w,and lay panting in them. On one of these pat che.s 
I notieed tiu* ])henomenon of m/ a/attr, I was detaint*d 
some time in tliis ap]»areutlY sterile region by the abun- 
daiiei* of its l)otaiiical tr<*asnivs, which lay closely sprinkled 
about, l)ut their minute pn>portions produced no effect even 
npi»n tlu* near landsca])e. Among the more interesting were, 
l^etlivvlitrifi uspleulfalia^ Entrlchlma Piipaver 

)i/fretiitiemii^ Prhmihi (jluti tiosa i\\\k\ minlnui^ A/nIrnstur 

and f//uf*M///s, Phiftennui pona- 
jlurma^ A nf/irtiiia alplmt^ PrtfenfUla Sohlttuelht 
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pusilla^ Saivifratpt androsarea vav, trifitla^mth S. inuroi- 
lies riii\ atropnrpnmt^ liiiiX lianunculKs i/li(rh(l is. Tlu^ 
summit of the ridge was reached at leiigtli by a steep turn 
to the right. 

Standing ujnm the highest boss in th<‘ neighb»nirhood, 
with my giiitle on one side, and the sliepInM’d who had left 
his flock to join us on the other, I contemplated the scene 
from this new ]»»)int of view. The circle of landscapt* w;is 
the same as that of yt‘sterdav, my position only in tiu* 
circumference was different, and with th(‘ near view of 
the Alannolata substituti'd for that of the KNisengart(*n. 
It is fnmi this side that the ^Nlarmolata presiaits the most 
striking contrast to the* smooth glacier and rock slopes and 
bosses which an* seen <ni its north(*rn aspect. Ni»l a par- 
ticle of slope except the profile of tIu* tlattish snowy <lonn* 
is visible; all else is slu»er precipici* presented corm*r-wise 
to the eye, while its jaggiMl edges retrt'at fori*shortt‘ned 
to the north-west and t*ast, until h»st to view. It stood 
out unmistakably tin* d<»minant pi*ak of the di.strict. 

.My stand* point was about tcct al)ove the s«*a, on 

the line of ridge of the ( 'ampo Ziegi'lan, wliich itsi‘lf migiit 
be estimated at about 200 feet higher; while the two 
Sassos that run in a southerly direction from the Marmo- 
lata to unite at nearly right angles with th(^ (’ampo 
Ziegelaii rise to at least 10,000 iVet above* tin? sea. 
(iuantiti(*s are prosfiic ; but tlnw arc in)t seldom important 
elements in assisting to build up the ma.t(‘rials for a 
Y)icture. 

Relow me extended east and west the yvhole length of 
the Pellegrino Thai, bounded on the south t)y a lofty 
porphyry ridge ; and behind it another long line of por- 
phyry peaks ran back in the direction of Trent until out of 
sight This W7is tfie south-easterly portion of the great 
porphyry platenu, and hrro were some of its highest 
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points. Beyond these to the south rose up the isolated 
lofty summits of the granite Cima d’Asta (9,200 feet), an 
island during the Trias period, when the whole of South 
Tyrol was covered by the sea. In the far distance glim- 
mered in the sun the snow-fields of the Adamello, on the 
boundary line between Tyrol and Lombardy. 

This ridge of the Monzoni has become classic ground 
to the mineralogists of Europe. A mighty mass of syenite 
has here been tipheaved, itself intersected with numerous 
dykes of hypersthene, through the whole series of Trias 
beds, including the uppermost Dolomitic bed, which forms 
the summit of the ridge of the Campo Ziegelan. The 
continuity of the upper beds of this ridge is thus com- 
pletely broken, while the lower beds are exposed on the 
slopes of the Val Monzoni, itself a lateral valley running 
across the prevalent direction of the beds. A treasure- 
house of various species of minerals is thus here to be met 
with, and especially where the igneous rock, whether 
syenite or hypersthene, has. come into contact with the 
sedimentary rocks on cither hand. 

The most interesting fact remains. Opposite me, to the 
north, rose the lofty green slopes of the Colpelle and 
Biifaure Gebirge, a smiling contrast to the bare Dolomitic 
precipices on the cjist and south, and rising to an equal 
height with my present point of view. But geology tells 
us of another contrast between these slopes and their 
boundary-walls. It affirms that they form a mighty mass 
of volcanic ash, and that their base is the ancient centre 
of a viist submarine volcano that poured out its materials 
during the middle period of the Upper Trias, before the 
existence of any of these Dolomite * massives,’ the Eosen- 
garten, Lang Kofel, Sella Spitze, Cima Pasni, Marmolata, 
&c., which now encircle it on all sides. Of far greater 
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antiquity than the extinct volcanos of Auvergne, we have 
here probably the oldest extinct volcano in Europe. 

The outbreak of the volcanic activity in the Fassa Thai, 
and the subsetjuent formation of the Dolomite ‘ massives ’ 
in the immediate neighbourhood, are the two great epochs 
in the geologic history of the country, and the sources of 
all that is peculiar and attractive in its scenery. Our 
party visited Vigo together in 1862, and made an ascent of 
a part of the Colpelle Berg, an account of which will be 
found in its place ; and I must beg to refer the reader to 
the chapter at the end of the volume, if he desires to 
possess himself of some of the details of its geology. 

The day following that of my excursion to jVIonzoni was 
Sunday, and I attended a late mass at St. Johann s, at 
eleven — two others, one at five o'clock and one at eight, 
having preceded it. Notwithstanding the earlier services, 
the church was crowded, the men and boys standing or 
kneeling in the open space in front of the altiir; some 
little urchins even sitting under the altar, while the body 
of the church — not a very small one — was closely packed 
with the old women and maidens of the population. There 
were several pretty 'faces among the latter, but only one 
or two with light hair and German type of physiognomy. 
Their taste and means were principally displayed in the 
ornamentation of tlieir back combs ; some were set with 
coloured crystals, while others preferred the milder radi- 
ance of mother-of-pearl. 

Compelled to return to Botzen, I found, on questioning 
Rizzi, that there was a very direct route by the Careswi 
Pass to Botzen along the whole course of the Karneid 
Thai ; and that, though at present only a horse-track, a 
road for carriages was being ' constructed througli the 
depths of the porphyry gorges from Welschenofen to the 
outlet of the valley into the great Brenner road. Welsch- 
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enofen is about two thirds of the distance from Botzen, 
and the whole route may probably be about twenty-five 
miles. 

On the Monday morning, therefore, taking Grazzioli to 
carry my knapsack, I set out for Botzen by the Caressa 
Pass. The village path, continually ascending, led circuit- 
ously round the face of more than one spur, until, on 
arriving at the pass on the line of watershed, I found 
myself midway between the ruinous-looking termination 
of the Kosengarten Gebirge, called the Kiilbl Eck, and the 
more massive angle of the great crescent of the Latemar, or 
Lattenmar Spitzen, another Dolomitic group on the south. 
The pass lies in the red sandstone that rests immediately 
upon the porphyry plateau; and the beds of the Lower 
and tipper Trias emerge in regular order above one another 
on each side of the pass, until crowned by the bed of 
‘ Schleru Dolomite,’ so named, which, in its varied fantastic 
forms, is the characteristic feature of the district. 

On th(j Botzen side of the pass the country is wide and 
open, gently sloping westward, and intersected with run- 
nels of water, the primary feeders of the Karneid stream. 
In the far distance are the snow-fields and peaks of the 
Oertler and Oetzthal. Looking northwards, along the base 
of tlie Kosengarten, the country is bare, the ancient masses 
of forest having been cleared away ; but the lower slopes 
of the Ijatemar, on the south, are still unstripped of their 
natural covering, which goes by the name of the ^ Karer 
Wald;’ and two lakelets, a little lower down in the same 
^tretch of forest, bear the name of the Upper and Lower 
Karer See. Gradually the path descends into a hollow 
below the level of the plateau, the commencement of the 
Karneid Thai, and sinks deeper and deeper, until it takes 
the character of a narrow valley buried in the depths of 
the great porphyry plateau. It emerges at the foot of 
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the Karneid Schloss, picturesquely situated high in air, 
on a promontory overlooking the Brenner route. The 
valley, with its broad bosses of rich red rock contrasting 
so vividly with the bright greens of its forest coverings, is 
a fine specimen of purely porphyritic scenery, and deserves 
to be studied, though it may not offer a single feature to 
recal the characteristics of the Dolomite world, from the 
borders of which it takes its rise. At the time of my 
journey, Ihe road was not sufficiently completed to allow 
of my traversing the gorge, and at a mile or two below 
Welschenofen 1 was compelled to take a foot-track, 
passing along the slope at a considerable height above the 
stream, and coming out into the Eisach Thai on a level 
with the Schloss; but our party went by the lower oi 
carriage route to Botzen in 1862, and I refer the reader 
to chapter 16 for further details of its scenery. The 
lakelets just mentioned possess the peculiarity of being 
filled with w'ater for only a small portion of the year. 
Up to the middle of June their beds are covered with 
grass, available for pasturage. But in the latter half of 
this month they are in a few days siibiiK^rged, and so 
remain until the middle of September, from which time 
the water gradually drains away. 

It is singular how frequently the element * Kar ’ appears 
in the nomenclature of this valley. We have the Kameid 
Thai and Bach ; /ia7daun at its mouth, near I^otzen, the 
ancient Cardunum; the Rarer See and Wald, and the 
CaresssL Pass. In the Kdlhl Eck it is possible that we 
may have a contraction of an older and fuller form, of 
which ‘ Kar’ was a part. Is ‘ Kar ’ a German element, and, 
if so, what becomes of the asserted Celtic or Etruscan 
origin of Kardaun, the ancient Cardunum? Yet is not 
this element frequent in other parts of the Alps? We 
have the Kor Spitze in the Lavant Thai, Carinthia, and 
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in the Gader Thai ; the ITaravanken Alps to the south of 
Carinthia, and the ^a 7 ’wendel Gehirge to the north of 
Innsbruck, on the Bavarian frontier.* 

The Karneid Schloss is a picturesque object in the view 
towards the Dolomites from Botzen, and itself possesses a 
fine view westward, over the Botzen valley. Its history 
involves a link connecting it with the Wolkenstein 
family. The Lichtensteins, the original owners, had 
emigrated from Switzerland in the fourteenth century, and 
liad received a grant of the Schloss and Seigniory from 
Duke Albert of Austria, to which Steinegg and Welschen- 
ofen were afterwards added. They became wealthy through 
the acquisition of other estates, and were made Counts of 
the Empire. But having joined the league formed by the 
barons of the Etsch against Frederic of the Empty Pocket, 
their castle was stormed by him, and Hans and Wilhelm 
von liichtenstein fell into his hands. At this crisis, Oswald 
von Wolkenstein generously came forward, and, by the 
payment of a heavy ransom, eventually restored his friends 
to liberty. From this period they continued in peaceful 
possession until the death, in 1760, of Anton, Count of 
Lichtenstein, the last of his house. At a later date, both 
the property and seigniory were held by the city of Bot- 
zen ; the ciistle is now, however, in possession of Anton, 
Knight of Goldegg, while the seigniorial jurisdiction has 
for some years past belonged to the Principality of Tyrol. 

• Dr. Rollo treats the term as a form of the word ‘ Kahr/ whence Kohr or 
Kur Alp. Ho asserts that the Kor Alp of the Levant Thai, ‘ at least/ deprives 
its name from the existence of several high basins or Kahrs that are pro- 
longed into deep ravine.s, radiating in different directions from the centre 
of the mountiiin. The *Car’ in Carinthia has a different origin, being 
Slovenic. The original form, ‘ Gora-tan * or * mountain land.’ was converted 
by the monks in the early middle ages into ’ Carantanum,’ which again was 
contracted by the Germans into * Kiirnthen,’ and euphonised by the Italians 
into ‘ Carinthia.’ The * Car ’ in Carnia and the Carnic Alps is doubtless from 
the same Slovenic source. The ' Cami ' would mean the * mountaineers.’ 
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A curious legend is attached to the Schloss. In a time 
of plague the family of Lichtenstein had vowed to make 
a pilgrimage, with presents of money and other offerings, 
to our Lady of Weissenstein, should they be preserved 
from the contagion. Weissenstein is a little place on the 
porphyry plateau, about seven miles south of Karneid as 
the crow flies, which possessed at that time a celebrated 
picture of the Madonna. No one in the Schloss was 
attacked by the malady, though great numbers in the 
immediate neighbourhood fell victims. But when the 
plague had disappeared, the Lichtensteiners, forgetting 
their vow, thought they might as well save the cost of 
pilgrimage. Suddenly the plague returned, and they 
were all laid low in death. On the same night the castle 
doors were heard to fly open, and a troop of pale horses, 
bearing the cloaked figures of the dead, was seen galloping 
towards Weissenstein. The church door there, opening 
of its own accord, the procession passed in, and the ghastly 
riders threw themselves down with a frightful clatter 
before the holy picture. In the morning, the monks found 
a heap of blackened corpses upon the floor ! In this man- 
ner was the breach of faith avenged upon the perjured. It 
is said that a representation of this scene still exists in the 
church at Weissenstein. 

Unfortunately, I found myself detained for a wdiole 
week at Botzen, tantalised by the fine weather which 
prevailed all the time. When released I returned to Vigo 
by way of Neumarkt and Cavalese. 

Neumarkt, like many of the towns and villages in the 
great valley between Botzen and Trent, lies close to the 
foot of its bordering mountains. Its Italian name Egna, 
or Enna, preserves the recollection of a Roman mansion, 
Endide, as well as of a Schloss Ei\h that once existed here. 
Egna was built very early upon land belonging to the 
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Prince-Bishop of Trent. In 1222 the town had the 
misfortune to suffer so much from an inundation of the 
Etsch as to require rebuilding, and hence the present more 
frequently used name of Neumarkt. It is the principal 
outlet and inlet for traffic between the Fleims Thai and 
the Etsch region, and the road to Cavalese is therefore a 
good one. The summit of the pass is at St. Lugano about 
3,700 feet above the sea, Neumarkt itself being only 770. 

Cavalese is a prosperous-looking town, well placed, with 
a fine Italian church and campanile, and is the local 
centre of its section of the valley — the Fleims Thai — as 
Vigo is of the Fassa, the upper section of the same valley. 
Below the town, and across the valley, the country of the 
porphyry plateau extends far and wide, almost down to 
Trent, while above the town the Trias and Dolomite beds 
and scenery commence, which culminate with the Marmo- 
lata at the head of the valley. Yet here, as in Val Fassa 
itself, very little Dolomite scenery is visible from the main 
road. It will only reveal itself to explorers of the recesses 
of the Weisshorn, Viesena, and Latemar. 

My return w^alk to Vigo from Neumarkt, through Cava- 
lese, Ziano, and Predazzo, was a long one — probably forty 
miles; and night surprised me before I had begun the 
last ascent that led to my temporary home, where, on my 
arrival, a hospitable welcome and kind attention to the 
wants of a weary traveller were ready on the instant. 

The next day I came across a peasant who had been 
accustomed for many years to accompany his master upon 
numerous botanising excursions throughout this region 
and the remainder of South Tyrol. This gentleman. Dr. 
Facchini, was a practising physician at Vigo, and had 
been dead but four years.* He had been an indefatigable 

A small Saxifrage (5. Facchinif), peculiar to the Dolomite district, bears 
his name. 
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collector for a veiy long period. According to Hausmann 
(see ^ Flora von Tirol’), he had contributed a greater 
number of new species to the flora of Tyrol than any 
other botanist, and there were very few Alps in his own 
immediate neighbourhood that he had not visited. The 
poor old peasant was enthusiastic in praise of his late 
master, and I much wished that my acquaintance with 
Vigo had been a few years earlier in date. 

It had been my intention to reach Caprile over the col 
of the Val Fredda, about 9,800 feet above the sea, pass 
thence to Cortina, and return by the Val di Zoldo, Agordo, 
and Primiero; but the weather was inexorable. After 
being detained for twenty-four hours at a small inn near 
the summit of the Pellegrino Thai (6,800 feet above the 
sea) by an incessant pour, sharing with the landlord and 
his wife their cold little bedroom, heaped round with sugar, 
meal, onions, and other odorous stores, I gave up my plans 
in disgust, and returned by Vigo to Botzen, and thence 
to England, the persistent watery skies giving me no 
cause to repent my abandonment of the mountains for 
that season. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

RATZES AND THE SEISSER ALP. 

Plans and Proparations — Ljiko of Constance — A Cross-road to Inns- 
bruck — The Berg Isel, and Solitary Cross — A Night in the Dili- 
gence — Morning, and the first Dolomitti — Ratzes Bathhouse — A 
Day on the Seisser Alp — Castelruth — Ascent of the Hohe Schlem 
— Storm ejffect — The Castle of Hauenstein. 

The letters of Churchill were inspiring. We also would 
explore those venerable woods of Schloss Hauenstein, rest 
under the shadow of the Schlern, and tread the breezy 
Seisser Alp. On our friend’s return, we soon began to 
concert an expedition for the ensuing summer of 1861 ; 
and, as our ambitious grew, determined to comprise in our 
tour not only the proper region of the Dolomites, but also 
a large portion of the range of the south-eastern Alps. 
Among tliese, at intervals. Dolomite formations occur, and, 
if not Dolomitic, the scenery is similar in character, from 
the almost universal presence of limestone ; precipice and 
pinnacle still the chief features of the landscape. 

In arranging this latter portion of the route, our atten- 
tion was drawn to two or three remarkable districts. The 
first was the Gail Thai in Carinthia, a long and very 
marked valley in the map, more so even than that of the 
Drave, southward and parallel to which it lies. ‘ Murray ’ 
was silent about it. One of the most experienced ex- 
plorers of this part of the Alps, to whom we applied, had 
seen it only from one of its boundary ridges. So far 
curiosity was excited by negation, and the only affirma- 
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tion that reached us was very attractive in a floral point 
of view — it was a rare botanical field. Then, passing the 
finger on the map along the chain of the Friulian Alps, it 
was arrested by the knotty group of the Tergloii, in Car- 
niola. Of this ‘.Murray’ did say something, and though 
very brief, it was of the most tempting sort. ‘ Sublime,’ 
‘ magnificent,’ ‘ superb,’ were epithets sprinkled plentifully 
through half a dozen paragraphs. Sir Humphry Davy’s 
‘ Letters and Journals,’ referring to the same district, con- 
veyed the same impression. His visits, repeated during 
several years, proved that his opinion was not hastily 
formed, and that it was from ample observation he said, 

‘ I know no scene more sublime than this crest of the 
Camic Alps, and there are no streams more beautiful than 
the Save and the Isonzo.’ Lastly, a mountain system 
remote and imvisited, but offering sccmcry of the highest 
order, was brought to our notice in the ‘ Transactions of 
the Geological Society of Vienna.’ This was the Steiner 
Alp. Its situation as one of the final spurs of the great 
Alpine ranges before they sink into the plains of Hungary 
was a point of interest ; and more attractive still, in these 
days of ransacked nature, was tlie reported difficulty of 
access to its caldron-like formation, and of accommodation 
at its single village. It may be found on a good map 
lying north-eastward from the Terglou group, and midway 
between the two great valley outlets of the Drave and the 
Save. 

Thus our plans for this journey embraced four distinct 
objects : first, the Dolomite region of South Tyrol ; 
secondly, the Gail Thai in Carinthia ; thirdly, the Terglou 
in Carniola, with its adjacent valleys of the Isonzo and the 
Save; fourthly, the ‘Caldron’ of the Steiner Alp in 
Styria. 

With the best maps to be obtained — ^Mayr’s ‘Tyrol’ 
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and * Alpenlander Worl’s ^ Tyrol,* admirably detailed for 
pedestrian use ; Scheda’s, and the government maps for 
Carinthia and Carniola — with these and others, through 
many a lamp-lit evening, we traced and pieced our devious 
course under coming summer skies. We were travelling 
all the winter and all the spring, in imagination. The 
journey itself occupied but a small space, in comparison 
with the months we were busy with it as a bright possible 
to be, picturing our way on the closely fretted map. Such 
pictures the reality is sure to displace, yet substituting 
others which will be permanent additions to the landscape- 
gallery of recollection. 

We left England on Monday morning, July 22, 1861, 
and on Wednesday afternoon, about five o’clock, arrived at 
Jtornanshorn, on the Lake of Constance. The quiet waters 
welcomed our deliverance from the liot and jolting trains 
that in two days had brought us from Paris; and a steamer, 
upon whose deck we were almost the only passengers, sped 
swiftly with us into the midst of the smooth expanse. 
What a change from the perplexed web of Swiss railways, 
and the mob of tourists, disgorged upon platforms from 
trains ^ m correspondaiicVy and crammed, and cramming, 
in buffets and ‘ rest au rat ions !’ It is true that, after Zurich, 
the crowd had thinmnl away, till, on the homely timber- 
laden wharf of Komanshorn, we appeared the only pleasme- 
seekers left ; but the din was still in our ears, rendering 
more grateful the calm beauty of the lioden See. 

A cloud-land of mountains, Swiss and Tyrolean, circled 
round the head of the lake upon our right, subsiding, in 
front, into the rolling Bavarian hills, at the foot of which 
were faintly seen the towers of Lindau, just emerging 
from the level water-line. Towards these our boat’s bows 
were pointed. In its wake a broad stream of rippling 
silver melted on the horizon into the splendours of a sky 
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which justified the pencil of Turner in its most fantastic 
mood — so swept, and fl(?cked, and broken was it by many- 
coloured wreaths of cloud, suffused with golden light. But 
now, as we neared the further shore, began that silent in- 
terchange among the mountain tops which rivets the eye. 
Partly swathed in evening mists, the bare or snow-streaked 
crests glided from behind intervening masses, stood clear 
a moment, and gave place to others ; or suddenly, far up 
through a breaking cloud, shone out a glittering sheet of 
snow. With some we had, in former years, made loving 
acquaintance, and eagerly scanned the map for bearings. 

‘ Yes, that must be Sentis, the great mountain of Appenzel, 
and there to the left, the Grison Htirner and Spitzen.’ The 
mountain madness was fast seizing upon us ; but we re- 
tained our sanity to enjoy coffee and rolls, neatly laid out 
upon a table-cloth that just shook with the engine thump, 
but scarcelv fluttered in the balinv air. 

Wlien we next looked forward, the old walls of Lindau, 
girdling a small island or promontory, were well in 
sight ; and behind them, cultivated, village-sprinkled hills. 
Sweeping round, our steamer made for a narrow entrance 
between projecting rocks, one of them guarded hy a coloss- 
sal lion, and in a few minutes settled to the wharf in front 
of an imposing hotel, \vhose columned pcu'tico it would 
have been too much of an affront for an English party to 
avoid. Depositing our baggage, we turned our steps with- 
out delay towards the long sea-wall, which connects the 
island \vith the mainland, to catch the last glory of a 
sunset such as we had not witnessed since two years Ix^forc, 
from the Lido, at Venice. It is trite, hut true*, to say there 
is never anything like it in England ; our sunst*ts, however 
beautiful, are seldom free from a haze that blurs their 
splendour. Here, the sky looked barred with solid, clean- 



A CROSS ROAD TO INNSBRUCK. 


95 


cut gold, and strung with jewels, all reflected in the lake, 
and glowing on the far-off hills. 

We lingered late in the serene air. The music of a band 
in some adjoining gardens came to our ears, charmingly 
echoed by liindau’s ancient ramparts. The pealing of 
vesper bells from churches and convents, near and distant, 
and across the water, made the air resonant with rich 
tones ; and the passing of a train of nuns through the red 
gloom, each intent upon her breviary, completed the 
romance of this lovely evening. Poetry may indeed in- 
habit any spot of earth, and any form of human life ; the 
bare common, and the ‘ bald street,’ may possess it ; but 
the poetry of romance requires the consecration of old- 
world associations and memories, and a consenting mood, 
both of mind and nature, such as here befel, when, reposing 
in the first leisure of a rapid journey, we were greeted by 
a scene of choice continental beauty. 

Our destination was Innsbruck, but our route not a 
usual one. We can here only briefly indicate its course, 
fur the sake of any who may wish to try it. Starting at 
five the following morning for Immenstadt, a station upon 
the Augsburg railway, we there bade adieu to trains for 
many weeks of travelling, and engaged a long-bodied 
waggonet to Reutte, in Tyrol. It is a cross-road by way of 
Sonthofen, llintelang, at the foot of the ascent which 
divides Bavaria from Tyrol, and tlien through a magnifi- 
cent defile unknown to ‘Murray’ — the Pass of Gacht — 
into the valley of the Lech, at a point a little above 
Reutte. The day was as bright and charming as July 
could make it. We were joyous at finding ourselves once 
again among the purple-sided mountains ; delighted at 
their unexpected grandeur ; and at Reutte, a dainty little 
supper under the stars, and a violin concert from a neigh- 
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bouring bower, late into the soft night, sent us to bed in 
happiest mood for the morrow. 

Early in the blue morning, ascending by the rock- 
perched towers of Ehrenberg — tlie castle which failed to 
stop Prince Maurice on his march to seize Charles V. at 
Innsbruck, we took the road to Lermoos, a three hours’ 
drive. Here we halted for the rest of the day. From 
the small triangular plain in which Lermoos stands rises 
the lofty Zug Spitze, and the noble Mieminger Berg, 
the former the highest of the Bavarian Alps, here abut- 
ting close upon Tyrol. A violent storm played among 
the impending precipices during the afternoon, and, ac- 
cording to Tyrolean custom, the bells of all the villages 
in the small mountain-girdled plain raised their depre- 
cating peal, in divers tones of distance, filling the thun- 
der pauses. An expedition we had planned was baulked 
by the storm ; but Lermoos remains a notable recollec- 
tion, and is well worth a longer visit. 

On the third day our departure was delayed by a great 
earth-fall, brought down by the storm, whicli had destroyed 
some portion of the road ; but there remained only forty 
miles to Innsl)ruck, over the psiss of Auf der Fern. This 
pass is fine with forest gloom, especially on the southern 
side, where the road swings down into a vast wooded 
gulf, at the bottom of which appears the ruin of Sig- 
mundsberg, in the midst of a reedy lake. The postilion, 
locking the wheels, went blissfully to sleep as we trundled 
down these zig-zags, waking up, by a kind provision of 
nature, at all the corners. The town of Nassereit suc- 
ceeds, and then a second pass of inferior height, from 
which we descended into the valley of the Inn. 

What valley can compare with this for romantic, and 
yet cheerful, beauty — villages and castle towers on every 
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— woods swooping up tlie slopes, and grand mountain 
forms al)f)Vo ? 

It was at Telfs wo struck tlio stream, where already 
llui volume and swiftness of its waters are astrinishirig. 
Hy (weiiiiig-liglit the Martinswand, the famous precipice 
— such a one as the English painter, whose name it 
recalls, loved to introduce as a side-scene to his grand 
persj)ectives~ stood forth to view, loftily bearing itself 
into the midst of the valley. It remained the challenging 
feature of the landcape till Innsbruck itself filled the 
scene — that queenly town, dear to all who know it, and 
worthy of the vale it rules ! 

On Saturday evening, rejoicing in a week of travel 
h.*i[»pily am)mplished, just as it fell dark, and lights began 
to sparkle through the tre(‘s and in the rushing waters, 
we a[)proaclicd the well-known bridge, the ‘ Inn Bruck.’ 
(Crowds of people filled the roads, the streets, and th(? 
tri‘e-sliaded walks, thronging especially the bridge itself. 
Then came the dark arcaded street, with only glimmer 
enough to show the golden roof of that oriel window 
upon which the Count of the Empty Pocket spent all 
his money, to show that he had it to spend ; and then the 
hroad charact(?ristic Neustadt, with its central statue of 
th(‘ Virgin, at this time illuminated by numerous lamps, 
and surrounded by kneeling peasjuits chanting a hymn. 
The stately ‘ Oesterreichischer Hof,’ where Englishmen most 
do congregate, overlooks it on the right. We preferred 
on this occasion its opposite neighbour, ‘ Die Goldeue 
Sonne,’ under whose gateway we shook oft* onr dust, and 
received the best welcome of the establishment. 

Innsbruck on a Sunday morning looks to an English- 
man very Sunday-like. All the shops are sliut, and the 
churches crowded. From an early hour, as in all Catholic 
countries, the music of tlie mass is heard swelling from 


II 
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every church-door, and here the peasant voices .add to its 
depth and fulness. 

There is a low hill, the licvg Isel— ‘ P'ootstool of the 
Mountains,’ as somebody calls it, for it lies at the foot of 
the Brenner, — overlooking the town. The Tyrolese Rifles 
occupy it for their shooting-ground, and have adorned 
it Avith monuments to the memory of their comrades 
who fell in the wars of 1849 in Italy and Hungary, 
and in the last campaign of 1859. The names of the 
officers in gold letters are folloAved by those of tlie rank and 
file — a heav}' list, for the late war was a murd(H*ous one 
for the brave Jiigors. Their targets stand in long alleys 
through the trees, tht‘ longest ranges extending across the 
ravine of the Sill, which, descending from the Breum‘.*, 
cuts its deep course into the plain at this point. 

It is an historical site. On this spot the French invaders 
were three times oA'erthrown in the great year of 1809 — 
twice by the hero Ilofer. In virtue of that noble struggle 
fur hearth and home, Tyrol rivals the classic fame of 
Switzerland herself. Let us hope that l[(jfer will have a 
better fate than Tell, now consigned to the limbo of 
myths. Hofer's statue in the court church may perliaps 
do something towards attesting his life in the flesh ; but 
who can say whether, 500 years hence, it will not liave 
become simply tlie embodiment of a national idea ? True 
there are his hat and his braces in the museum, but the 
addition of his breeches and boots Avould avail but little, 
I fear, under proper mythic manipulation. I must confess 
to a special weakness for the hero : his exploits, the story 
of a child’s book, had seized upon a child’s imagination. 
How well at this moment do I recall the last of tlie 
woodcut illustrations — the cloake*d officer, with his sword 
drawn, at the head of his great-coated soldiers on tlw 
moonlit snow, to whom, before the door of the wretched 
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hovel, luH • last retreat, the betrayed man calmly presents 
himself, saying, ‘ I am Hofer.’ It was a poor cut, no 
doubt ; but I have wanted to see the * Jaufen ’ ever 
since. 

Winding walks cover the Berg Isel, and several seques- 
tered seats overhxjk the gorge through which the torrent 
riislies, deep among trees and rocks. There could be no 
more delicious retreat for a few quiet Sunday hours. In 
the distance shone the spires of the city; behind them 
hung the great curtain of verdant mountain. By noon, 
however, the whole scene was darkened ; clouds of dust, as 
if the columns of an army were in march, rolled along the 
wide valley, and fell in volumes upon the fields of rye. 
Thunder roared from the Brenner, and a storm like that 
of Ixn’moos soon liurst r>ver the city. 

The Berg Isel for the morning ; but for an evening view 
there is another spot dear to our recollection. As you look 
uj) from Innsbruck to that wonderful mountain barrier on 
the north — whence, it is said, the wolves look down into 
the streets, and where, in honour of their Emperor, the 
peasants once wrote his name in miles of bonfires, — at 
about a third of their apparent height, occurs an un- 
sightly scar, the result of extensive quarrying. Just below 
this, reached by a very steep footpath through orcliards, 
grass, and und(‘rwood, is a narrow projecting crag, difficult 
to discover among the deep furrows of the hill-sides, fringed 
jis tliey ar(j by trees and bushes. But, once attained, the 
visitor is startled to find the small area on its summit — 
some twenty feet by twelve — occupied by prayer-benches, 
find a large crucifix, before which burns a humble lamp. 
It is an onitiuy ; perhaps for the use of the quarrymeii 
above, perhaps the object of pious care to a cottage in the 
ravine below. From this solitary platform, all Innsbruck, 
and its arrowy river, and the valley up and down, are 
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seen at your foet. Opposite, and lifted higli, are tlu? 
mountains of the Ihvnner and the Stubay Thai; — not y(‘t 
a single Dolomite : that wild group is still far away to 
the southward. We had discovered this spot on a Sun- 
day evening three years before, and could not spcaid 
another Sunday at Innsbruck without visiting it agiiin. 
The storm was over, and the day closing in peac(ifnl 
sunshine, as we took the winding narrow road by which 
the stone-carts reach the (piarry from the village of 
Hottingen, and, after some trouble, found again tlu* 
lonely cross. From end to end the valley shone in yellow 
light, bursting from the west among clouds and snow- 
peaks ; while, eastward, the retreating storm n‘liev(‘<l in 
gloom the golden hills — a solemn and b(*autiful sight. 
But the simill lamp held no Hame ! Was the shrine 
deserted ? At the moment a shoeless lad emergcHl froni 
l>elow", and, staring in silence at the intruders, lugan to 
trim the little oil vessel; soon its flickering light s1h)!h* 
among the trees, and, as darkness fell, tlu? bleaehcMl 
and blootl-stained tigure on the cross glimmered in its 
beams. 

Monday morning, July 2D, was serem‘ly bright. Tliat 
day week had seen us leaving by the Dover train from 
London Bridge. To-day we were to ai)[»roach tlu^ r<‘al 
business of the journey in the Botzen diligence*. It <lid 
not start till two o’clock in the afternoon ; and the di*lay 
enabled us, among other preparations, to pr()vide a suffi- 
cient stock of current money, since no town of (M>jise(|iit‘nce 
lay in our route for many weeks. The bundles of pap(;r 
gulden, and of ten-kreutzer uotcis, that had to be accom- 
modated in packets and pockets, were astonishing to 
behold ; but it is an (,*asy form of money after all. 

A diligence journey is not geuerally very agreeable, but 
this on^ Wfxs an t‘xception. The w(‘at}ier was fault- 



THE BRENNER. 


101 


th(3 (lust entirely laid by the storm of the previous 
(lay, H.nd the heat tempered by a breeze. Bright Inns- 
bruck and its valley were long in sight, as we crept up the 
broad white road of the Brennr^r ; and when we crowned the 
ridge, and lost them, there were ample amends in the ver- 
dant hill-sid(3s, sprinkled with villages, and glowing in the 
afternoon sun ; and in the vistas on each side, and 
onward to the snowy regions gloriously illuminated. The 
zigzags had liftol us into the basin of the Sill. The 
Patsctier Kofel, on the left, showed its bare summit 
against the cloudless blue; find the Stubay Thai, on the 
right, gave a moment’s glimpse of its grandeurs. But the 
chet'iful scene around was the charm. Population suits 
such a valley as this. The shaven lawny slopes invite a 
home; the hill-sides are made for orchards; the streams 
are in good fellowship with saw-mills; and alpine terrors, 
high above, give only a few hints of their presence. So a 
Tyrol, like a Swiss valley, swarms with life ; and compar- 
ing this crowded country with the thinly inhabited rural 
districts of France, one can well appreciate the petulant 
(‘xclamation of the PVench marshal, ‘ Austria can stamp 
armies out of the ground.’ 

Two small towns lie in the road, Mattrey and Steinach, 
and at the* latter they show, but not to diligence folk, the 
bed ill wdiich Hofer slept the night before one of his great 
battles of the Berg Isol. Passing these, the shouldering 
mountains began to purple at their bases, and evening sa\v 
the heavy vehicles climbing the hxst steeps of the Brenner. 
Above, were pine-clothed hills, delicately feathered against 
the sky, and dark silhouettes of rocky forms, edged here 
and tlu'ro by a star : below, a small lake, and a few 
melancholy houses d('ep in shade along the bottom of the 
valley. Yet there was blithness in the crisp air, as the 
passengers, all on foot, stepped briskly on, suddenly 
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encountering a crowd of soldiers, whose ov.d and 
countenimees showed them to helong to the simny t’lime 
behind them. After a wide sweep round the hiisin of th(‘ 
lake, we drew up to the solitary post-house of the summit, 
and there was a rush of passengers in-doors for supper. 
The old coach supper ! Yet not like those of yore, when 
the guard blew his horn, and the coach-lamps flashed in 
the sober streets of Bedford or Northampton. Here, a low 
ground-floor room received the party to a rather oleaginous 
meal ; and before it was finished a deep roar of voices, in 
measured recitation, issued from the vaulted hall adjoining, 
where tlie family and servants, of both sexes, were Kt‘en 
on their knees at (evening litany. A large dog, sitting 
solemnly on his linuiiches in tJie midst, lifted up liis moutli 
as we pass^'d through, and growled at the interruption to 
Divine service. Whoever saw English ostlers and chamber- 
maids at prayers, while the mail was changing horses ? 

Outside, several heavy-laden waggons, long and low, 
with huge media'val lanterns attached to eaeh nodding 
front, were preparing to descend towards Innsbruck, work- 
ing tlieir breaks by a screw behind, which rerun ri‘d one 
man’s constant attendance. Our conductor was taking a 
survey of his vehicles, — the horses, the wheels, tlie lamps, 
finally of his passengers. Then, giving the word, the 
wheels began to grind, the bells to jingle, and witli increas- 
ing speed — sharp working of the breaks and additional 
locking of the wheels — we sped down the southern side 
of the Brenner; soon conscious of little else, amid (jueer 
English dreams, than a rocking, a lurching, a rattling and 
jerking, a stopping and starting, and unwonted cold, under 
the brazen glitter of the moon. 

By daylight we should arrive at our destination, and the 
entrance to the Dolomite region. Let me here, tlierefore, 
my something more of our intended course, and fijr wliat 
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j»urj)OS(‘ we had t'lkijn the Jireiiner r<)ut«?. Churchill has 
told how he spent four days at Jtatzes, the little hath-hoase 
under the Schlern. That was to bo our first resting-place, 
soIeet< <l because of its easy access from the Botzen road, 
and as the best point for the ascent both of the Schlem 
and the Seisser Alp — that grand plateau surrounded by 
Dolomite peaks, over whose pastures lies the track to 
Campitello. This latter village, at the head of the Fassa 
Thai, would be our next <juarters for a night or two, 
and then, leaving his former route, we proposed to pass 
by the north fiice of the Marmolata, over the Fedaia 
(whose summit only he had reached), and drop down 
upon (^aprile, at present known only as a name upon the 
map. Hence, after some stay, regidated by circumstances, 
we should cross the mountains to Cortina, on the Ampezzo 
road. In this way, tlie principal Dolomite district would 
be intersected on a line running directly eastward from 
B»)tzen; and Churchill’s rambles of the preceding year 
utilised ami extended. He had then started for his adven- 
turers from the small post-house of Atzwang, fourteen miles 
above Botzen; and to this spot also our places were 
taken, tlie diligence being due there about 3.30, a.m. We 
had written from Innsbruck for a baggage-horse to be in 
riradiiiess, and, for the rest, proj)osed tlait our wives should 
tiune taste, for the first time, the pleasures of pedes- 
trianism. 

Hterzing is at the Brenner foot, but >ve passed it in the 
dark and asleep, unmiiulful of its picturesque street of 
inns, and of the ‘ Post,' which had once been hospitable to 
us: so also the weird iSterzinger ^loos, though who knows 
but that the ghostly combatants of 1797 might have been 
holding midnight review on that field of slaughter. At 
Mittewald we looked out, under a splendid midnight moon, 
upon the large inn that almost blocks the road. Once it Wiis 
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the centre of the fight, when the ‘ Capnchino ’ SpeclihaclHT 
and Hofer harried and destroyi**! a French inarHliars anny 
for miles along this deep ravine. Then came the spick 
and span Austrian fortress of Franzeusfeste, with its dreary 
lengths of wall, an incongruous object in the forest defile ; 
and at two in the morning we entered the vacant s<[uare of 
a town, where, without driver or conductor, we were left 
for some quarter of an hour, horses and pjissengers all 
napping together. There were the footsteps of a sentined, 
and the glimmer of his bayonet, and that is all the impre^s- 
sion that any of us have of the city of Brixen ! An hour 
Later, and the dawn was breaking far above our heads, for 
we were descending the grand defile of the Kunter’s Weg, 
a misty depth still below us on the left, and vines in ricli 
abandonment trailing by the road-side. An early peasfint 
now and then, guiding his harnessed bullocks, gave tin* 
first signs of life ; the narrow street of Klausen gave 
more ; and when we pulled up at the next post station the 
(lay wjis all astir. It was four o'clock; the conductor, 
opening the doors, announced Atzwang: tlu' baggage was 
put upon a bencli, the diligence rolled away, and, ratlier 
dazed and chilly, we st<jod at the uninviting door, waiting 
for th(* bespoken horse, and witli our morning’s work 
bt^fore us. 

But it was the threshold of the Dolomites. Tlu^ sky was 
without a vapour, and the highest villages were aln^ady 
sparkling in the sun. Our spirits rose with th() occasion. 
Oofhee and bread beguiled the time while tluj bags W(*re 
thrust into sacks, which were adjusted witli difficulty upon 
a sturdy broad-backed horse ; and by five o’clock, crossing 
a bridge to the left-hand bank of the Eisach, we struck 
the steep ascent : first, through vineyards growing almost 
perpendicularly; then, scattered orchards and corn-patclies; 
lastly, pine-woods — all at a simihir slant. If at (me mo- 
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iiHiiifc we passed a cottage door, the next we were looking 
down its cliimney. The track, too, wa>* rough and narrow 
— more like a staircase of rude steps than a path ; so that 
at almost every turn the labouring horse, and all the party, 
stopped for breath. But then at every turn the views 
developed in greater loveliness. The red porphyritic soil 
of the terraced vineyards, and small cultured plots, min- 
gled deliciously with the bright green of grass and foliage, 
melting on the opposite side of the valley into more 
delicate tints, as recesses in the hills, each with its village 
campanile, opened to sight. Southward was the blue 
liollow in which Botzen lay, and over all was spreatl the 
mellow softness of a southern atmosphere. Judge whether 
our early walk was not delightful I 

111 about an hour and a half — ‘There !’ cried Churchill, 
‘there is the Hohe Schlern!’ and through and topping 
the trees aliove appeared its pale isolated peaks, rising 
higher and looming darker at every step ; till, after we had 
surmounted the first shoulder of the hills, and entered up- 
land liasins of pasture and wood, it displayed itself in all its 
majesty, shooting up in pinnacles and walls of rock, with 
the morning sun behind them. Forests clothed its base; 
a solitary little church occupied a green mound in front ; 
and a ruined castle hung over a ravine which fell into the 
valhjy we had left.* Altogether I do not know that a 

♦ Wo havo boon amuscnl to find in an illustrated work upon Tyrol, pub- 
lished more than thirty years ajro, the letterpress of which pn»fessos to have 
l)e<*n supplied by a coin})aiiion of Hofer, the following description of the 
Schlern, as s<‘cn from this i*oint: * On the opposite side of the Eisiich, the 
Selilereii Kofel first arrests the iittention, stretching towai\ls heaven's vault 
in lofty preeininenee its monstrous craggy summits, not unlike mr/offs ptfri- 
rat/s.' The same writer speaks of the Dolomites of the Oader Thai as 
‘ riule and uncfu/ca/vd nature^' and of the upper Fassa as ‘containing tlioso 
singular productions of iiatuml curiosity', called the Dolomit (*olumns ! ’ 

The stylo is delightfully chanicteristic of what may be call«l the pre- 
Aljiine j)criod of literature. 
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better approiich can be made to Dolomite scenery. Its 
splendid features break sublimely upon the sight in thci 
noble towers of the Schlern, Jind it is liere advantaged by 
a rare alliance with history and romance. You have just 
climbed out of the deep ravine of the Kuiiter’s Weg, 
through which pours all the modern traffic of the Ilren- 
ner ; and now stand upon the slopes where the Koman and 
Mediaeval road was carried, and village names speak of 
their Latin origin. Those forests before you are the sanu} 
whose greenness is celebrated in the venerable ‘ Heldcn- 
Ihich, the precursor of the ^Niebelungen-Lied and the 
fragment of Schloss Hauenstein, the eyrie of the om»- 
('3’ed poet, Oswald the Minnesinger, will soon be secMi 
embedded in their midst. 

The two hours which yet remained were, howtwer, rather 
trying to our lady pedestrians — not to say that the want 
of bed-rest, and the effects of crampt^l limbs, were felt by 
all. But the Schlern folk had put a wooden bench beside 
a gush of water from a small pipe among ferns and moss 
— ^3 list the place for a rest: and every backward view 
showed expanding prospects ; and ranges of snowy alps, 
clear to the faintest outline, began to lift themselves into 
the tender sky to the west and north, Fartlier on, the 
j^ellow walls of a ruin peered out of the woods, and that 
was Hauenstein ! Yet still the path turned and turned, 
and climbed steep after steep, through dark alleys among 
the pines, a roaring stream showing liere and tliere 
glimpses of its foam. At last a few loungers — not tour- 
ists, and yet scarcely peasants — indicated an approach to 
somewhere ; but it was not till within a few yards of the 
building itself that the humble bath-house of Eatzes came 
in sight, jammed close under the precipices of the Schlern 
to the right ; while on the left rose the sides of the Seisser 
Alp, a thick mass of wood. The only open space was the 
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little patcli of green about the liousc* ; the only view was 
of tli(‘ nightmare rocks overlu‘a<l, the pine trunks, and the 
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torrent, which, hitherto more heard than seen, now ap- 
peared issuing from the dark mouth of a gnrgi'. 
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It is a singular spot; and the two low white-washed 
buildings connected by the covered bridge-like gallery, 
and small intervening chapel, look rather comfortless at 
first sight, and do not improve upon further acquaintance*. 
But the long journey had brought us to the first halting- 
place among the Dolomites, and we were not disposed to 
be fiistidious. Several women, chatting and knitting, 
occupied the gallery ; and several men, chatting and 
smoking, the shady side of the house, and an open shed 
upon the grass. Our appearance drew all eyes, and the 
Kellnerin — a very sweet-looking girl, but not the same, 
Churchill whispered us, who hi\d danced so deftly while 
she served his dinner — quickly descended to meet us. 
Her voice and manner, and delicately formed figure, 
seemed strangely inappropriate to her calling; but her 
intelligence and activity as Kellnerin were invalual)le. 
Yet, with all the good-will in the world, she could not at 
the first offer us a welcome, for the house was entirely 
full. How had we pictured to ourselves cool rooms, hot 
water, tubs ad libitum^ and refreshing changes of rai- 
ment ! Now, with our baggage in a heap on tlie ground, 
and the nearest village more than an hour distant, we had 
to discuss an imminent disarrangement of our plans. 
Knowing that we w^ere out of the track of tourists, it had 
not occurred to us that a bath-house might nevertheless 
be full of patients ! Under any perplexity, if you cannot 
sleep upon it, the next best thing is to dine upon it ; 
and having spent, as it seemed, already half the day, 
although it was not yet ten o’clock, we adopted this 
resource. Difficulties began to disappear with the courses. 
The soft-voiced Kellnerin, the sharp-voiced but not 
ill-disposed Wirthin her mistress, and an old woman 
acting iis grand-chamberlain, held council round the table, 
ending in the offer of the landlady’s roein — if we did not 
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mind liersolf and cliildreii passing through it to a small 
inner apartment — and of another in the basement among 
the baths. By the stern rule of alternating choice, ad- 
liered to during all our journeys, Science on this occasion 
went b(;low, accompanied in a cheerful spirit of martyr- 
dom by his wife ; while we of the pencil and brush settled 
into ([uarters almost as undesirable from their publicity — 
a dtifect in some degree remedied by driving nails in the 
walls, stretching a cord across, and suspending two or 
three sheets opportunely discovered in a wardrobe. The 
contrivance was not, however, quite to the taste of the 
old lady-chamberlain. 

By the following night two better rooms fell to our 
share; but if any one thinks of Ratzes as a summer 
retreat, or even for a niglit’s quarters, it should be dis- 
tinctly known that it is a very rough place — far below the 
ordinary comforts of a country inn. The 'best rooms are 
but bare narrow chambers, with a couple of deal beds in 
each, blard^ets and counterpanes none of the cleanest, and 
one small window, admitting what light can be reflected 
under the screen of woods and rocks. Below stairs, a 
sloppy sound indicates hydropathy ; and outside, the ear is 
fiitigiied 1;y the unceasing rush of water, and, from earliest 
dawn, the clatter, the dabble, and thud, thud, of washer- 
women. One large low room, with deal tables soiled and 
stained, forms the salle, both maufjer^ and ^ de rtlcrea- 
Uoii ^ — the latter consisting chiefly of cards and smoking. 
To the cards the men sit down, with their hats on, at any 
hour of the day, shouting, screaming, and banging their 
fists upon the boards. But at seven in the morning, and at 
seven in the evening, all crowd into the little chapel ; those 
that cannot enter standing on a gallery round a window 
which affords a peep into the interior. A friar — there are 
usually two or three of these cowled and sandaled per- 
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sonages taboiit the establishment — officiates, and afterwards 
joins in a noisy meal at one long coarsely fiirnishe<l table. 
A rect'ss in this room offered some refuge to the more 
quietly disposed, and we arranged our meals at hours when 
the crowd had dispersiul ; but the general aspect was that 
of a workhouse, without its English discipline and cleanli- 
ness. Yet the people were good-natured and cordial. Tlie 
gallery connecting the sleeping-house with that containing 
the ‘ Speisesaal ’ and kitchens being a favourite lounging- 
place for shade, view, and proximity to the chapel, it was 
difficult to thread one’s way along it, and to acknowledge* 
becomingly the nods, becks, smiles, and friendly words 
with which our ptissage was unfailingly saluted. Although 
most were of the peasant or small-proprietor class, then* 
were two or three fi^milies from Botzen, and other places 
farther south, whose appearance and manners were every 
way agreeable; and some of the monks, one of whom was 
a Professor of Natural History at Botzen, were courteous and 
educated men. The great heat of the valley of the Adige 
drives its inhabitants during the summer to mountain 
retreats like these. A favourite resort is the Bittner Alp, 
rising behind Botzen on the western side of the valley of 
the Eisach ; others avail themselves, notwithstanding the 
rude accommodation, of the Batzes baths. 

Vi 

These are arranged on the ground-floor of the building, 
and present a singular appearance. The waters of two 
springs, one chalybeate and the other suli)hureous, rising 
out of beds of augite porphyry, and of bituminous lime- 
stone, in the recesses of the ravine, are laid on tli rough 
several damp-looking rooms, where njws of wooden coffins 
— ^literally such if appearance goes for anything — are dis- 
posed, into which the water is turned for use. A hole 
in the lid allows the patient’s head to protrude, propped 
upon a board, while the rest of tin* body has found a 
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watery grave. Curtains divide these social sarcophagi from 
eacli other, if desired, but they are generally withdrawn, 
and the members of a family or acquaintances lie in 
friendly communication, like the damned in Dante’s fiery 
sepulchres, save that fire is exchanged for water, and 
groans and sighs for cheerful talk and laughter. 

Arriving at Ilatzes on Tuesday morning, July 30, we 
remained for nearly a week, and having plenty to do 
abroiul, with splendid weather to do it in, discomforts 
within doors were not hard to bear. The principal dis- 
advantage of the situation consists in the limited and 
monotonous character of the immediately surrounding 
wa^s. A few seats are scattered among the trees, but 
they afford no view, and though there is a torrent, there 
is not even the usual hand-post to a ‘ Wasserfiill,’ for the 
simple reason that there is no ^ \yasserfall ’ to see. A skittle- 
ground is some resource for a portion of the company, but 
a more polite amusement is found in paddling a small 
boat in an almost smaller pool, black and stagnant, {imong 
the trees half an hour below the house. At about that 
distance, liowever, in another direction, the woods are left 
behind, and a charming prospect opens over that undu- 
lating plateau, midway between the deep valley of the 
Eisach and the upper platform of the Seisser Alp, which 
has been already referred to as a fertile and populous 
district, both in Roman and Mediaeval times. It is still 
delightfully diversified by cultivation; woods, orchards, 
cottage homesteads, and villages are spread over its sur- 
face, and from Ratzes almost every path leads towards 
it. Once reached and the view extends beyond itself. On 
the l(?ft liand, as a lofty side-scene, rises to the sky the 
imposing Sehlern, with the ruin of Ilauenstein projecting 
from its wooded flanks ; behind you are the steeps of the 
Puflatsch, and the ascent to the Seisser Alp ; towards the 
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right extend the rolling hilln among whieli ( -Jistelrutli and 
various hamlets nestle, backed by the distant masse *>1’ 
the Brenner ; and in front, if you have chosen the j)roper 
hour, you will see the sun set behind the snowy ranges of 
the Adumello and tlie Oertler. Such was the view dis|»layt‘d 
to us on our first evening walk; and, returning through 
the dark woods, the lights of the little bath-house looked 
home-like after all. 

I was eager to set foot on the Seisser Alp, and tln^ 
following day was devoted to it. Churchill has already 
described his visit to this Alp, but it is so important a 
feature in the Western Dolomites, that I may be allowt.‘d 
to give my own impression as I now made my first 
ac([uaintance with its scenery. Tlie paved pathway from 
Seiss to the summit passes along the western face of tin* 
Pufliitsch at a considerable height above Katzes; it caii hr 
reached by various paths from chillet to clifdot on the 
grassy slopes, at a point about half an }K>ur below tlu* 
brow of the Alp. The paths fully exposed to the ujorii- 
ing sun, and the paved track burning with the refli*ct(‘d 
heat of the rocks above, were so trying to S. aiul A., that 
furnished with provisions for the day, Churchill and I 
pressed on alone. Looking backward, the snowy range* 
wjis seen greatly extended towards the north, comprising 
not only the Adamello and Oertler Spitze groups, but also 
the mountains of the Oetzthal. Every peasant pointed 
out the latter with promptness. Some were acquainted 
with the Oertler as well, but none knew anything of the 
Adamello, except that it was a mountain in * Welschland,’ 
or foreign partvS. It is singular that on the same horizon 
an almost continuous line of mountains should be so dif- 
ferently known. The summit of the. Seisser is reached by 
a gap in the rim, and looking l^ck through this, the 
Schlem, which had been growing more imposing with 
every step, is seen filling up the space— a grand purple 
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mass of wall. There is still a climb, and then huge white 
shapes rise in front over the undulating surface, like ships 
at sea ; a little farther, and he who wishes to behold the 
Dolomites has before him some of their finest specimens, 
circling round the green-domed Alp, which, like an in- 
verted bowl, bears them on its sides. 

The Schlern, to the south-west, forms the mighty but- 
tress of the whole; the Eoss Ziibne, ‘red teeth’ — well 
named, both from form and colour — follow, stretching 
eastward. Then come the gigantic masses of the Platt 
Kogcl and Lang K fel ; the first, sliced off, as by the 
malice of a Titan, at a single blow ; the second, an array 
of splintered spires, ashy-tinted or pale yellow. A con- 
fusion of cindery peaks and precipices succeed, bearing 
northward ; a green elevation of the Seisser itself hides 
more of them from view, as it has already hidden the 
Oertler and his fellows. But a sudden dip shows a portion 
of the Noric chain, clear, this day, with its delicate snows. 

The Lang Kofel undoubtedly centres in itself the chief 
interest of the view. ‘ Murray ’ gives a slight outline of 
this mountain, as seen edgeways from the Groden Thai. 
There its aspect is more remarkable, but its construction 
and vast proportions are better appreciated from the Seisser 
Alp. Yet it is vast more as a rock than a mountain. 
It is a citadel of the giants, walled, .^^stioned, battle- 
inented, turreted, all in fit proportion ; conceived in this 
light, it will not disappoint expecta^on. Churchill, for 
botanical purposes, pushed on to reach its base; I re- 
mained on the unimit of the Seisser. 

This Alp, the largest in Tyrol, is full of hills and val- 
leys, streams, scattered brushwood, small hay-barns, and 
clialets ; and at this season was merry with rows of hay- 
makers, men cutting, women bundling — for the hay is all 
carted on their backs. Their songs and shouts filled the 
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air ; and the whole surface was diversified with colour — 
bright velvet green where it was mown and finished ; sage- 
leaf where the cut hay lay ; a dull green, speckled bright 
with flowers, where the crop was yet untouched ; and yel- 
low in the marshy bottoms. I spent a joyous day roaming 
from swell to s^vell of the noble Alp ; dining on a smooth 
knoll, where every passing haymaker wished one ‘guten 
appetit;’ and did not turn homeward till the western sky 
was all a-glow. At the brink of the descent I waited for 
Churchill, and soon the clink of his alpenstock, and the 
sound of his voice in conversation with a peasant, far 
heard in the still air, gave notice of his coming. He had 
lost much time, and found little to reward him, among the 
entangling pine-woods at the foot of the Lang Kofel. 

It was time to hurry down, but the descent seemed 
interminably deep and steep ; and after leaving the paved 
track, short cuts only brought us to impossible edges, 
which it was necessary either to skirt or hark back from ; 
and the woods were full of pine stumps, white faces of 
rock, and blacknesses of fern or moss. Ratzes seemed to 
have sunk miles deep since the morning ; but at last we 

came upon S and A , sitting disconsolately ois a 

pine log under the stars, and they led us, now almost 
blind with staring for the path, into the radiance of the 
friendly Ratzes ^hts, which were not long in guiding us 
‘ home.’ 

Thursday — 6f course the Schlern. No! despite the 
marvellous purity of the atmosphere, which promised a 
perfect prospect, we looked up at its aerial battlements, 
and — let it alone ; assigning several good reasons, which 
would not have signified a rush had we been up and 
girded by four o’clock in the morning. That we were not, 
was a weakness ; and as, during jthe day, the still un- 
clouded ‘ pinnacles met our view, we felt that we were 
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trifling with golden opportunities. The day was given to 
luxurious idling, yet not without a purpose, for we walked 
over to Castelruth, where our landlady owned an inn, the 
* Red Horse,’ at present in charge of our charming Kellne- 
rin’s sister. Though very hot, it was a delightful walk of 
four or five miles over the open. Narrow paths, rudely 
pav(;d, led through grass, or round plots of arable, and 
sometimes under shade of the yet unstripped ash trees, 
from cottage to cottage, and from bam to barn, where the 
flails were busy. Castelruth, however, is in such a hollow 
that the tall spire of its church, surrounded by its clump 
of houses on a small hill, was a sudden apparition. The 
‘ Red Horse ’ is by no means the only hostel, and as we 
stood at a fountain in a straggling sort of * Platz,’ a good- 
natured girl ran across from a rival establishment, ^ The 
Lamme ’ of * Murray,’ to offer us glasses. But our credit 
at home was at stake ; and though our friend’s sister did 
not equal herself in good looks, she was quite as tasteful 
and apt ; and the cool rooms of the * Horse,’ beautifully 
clean, and empty of guests, the dinner, and the coffee, 
gave us large content, and drew down odious comparisons 
upon Ratzes. Castelruth would certainly offer far more 
eligible quarters for tourists in general. 

On tlie rocky hill below the village is a chapel to St^ 
Kummernitz — a lady be it understood, though you might 
not have guessed it, for she wears a beard ; but that is the 
miracle, and therefore quite easy of comprehension. The 
beard was a protection granted by heaven on account of 
the pertinacity of her suitors, and is said to have been 
entirely successful. It is still flourishing on her statue; 
but we preferred to rest upon, instead of climb, the ledges 
of rock, lizard-haunted, which lead to the shrine. The 
afternoon light glorified the distant Schlern, aloft over the 
roofs of the houses ; that was something worth gazing at. 
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Also a pretty vista of a vale opened toward the east, cheer- 
fully dotted with chalets and farms, and j)atehed all over 
with bright grass plots, red arable, and yellow corn, inter- 
spersed with copse-wood — nothing particular to look at in 
itself; there maybe many such vales. lJut here, at the 
farther end, to dignify and dominate the otherwise homely 
scene, uprose two or three grey wizard peaks of the inevi- 
table Dolomite - hoary prophets of evil, or witnesses of a 
by-gone wrath : which you please. 

We lingered too long, yet could not refrain from 
halting on our return, for a last view of CiUi?telruth, 
backed with pine-wood hills, and over them the tossing 
lines of the Drenner mountains, now purple under a 
gathering storm, which presently lighted us through 
the twilight with ominous flashes. Hardly could we trace 
the path, and the darkness of the Katzes woods was 
dark indeed. Sooner than we thouglit, a steady light 
shone through the trees, but there was something uncanny 
in the look — something to remind one these were the ^ 
woods of old romance. A few steps further, [iiid the 
flattering imp turned to a brilliant glow-worm on the 
bank, almost bright enough to read by. No thanks t^ it, 
but to the w’hite ‘Kiihleborn’ of a torrent, rushing through 
the forest, that we found our way to supper and our b(*(ls. 

The next morning, knocked out of bed before four o'clock 
by a guide who would stand no more nonstuise, and leav- 
ing our wives to make another night of it if tlu^y liked, 
we made hasty breakfast of ‘ cioccolata ’ — here, and in all 
these parts, a handy and comfortable beverage — and 
stuffing a wallet wdth hard-boiled eggs and bread, in 
which pats of butter were cunningly inserted, ‘took up’ 
the gully beyond the house, rejoicing to sec the peaks of 
Schlern still clear in a stainless sky. It was time to do it, 
for over-night, on entering the Speisesaal, a rubicund 
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dame nisliecl up in great excitement to inform us that she 
had that day accomplished the ascent on her way from 
JJotzen, pointing to her lobster complexion in proof of the 

exploit, a result which, perhaps, did not encourage S 

and A to follow her example. It was certain, however, 

tliat our Hotzen friend, whatever her hardihood, could not 
have accomplished the scramble which now occupied us 
for nearly a couple of hours — petticoats forbad. She had, 
indeed, avoided it by a considerable detour. Yet petti- 
coats might not have been the difficulty, for one of the 
Katzes arrivals wjis in the shape of a very large and solemn- 
looking lady, astride upon a donkey, with a result it is 
better not to speak of, but which she did not seem to 
care for, as she gravely returned our salutation. But 
to return; we were climbing up the steepest hill-side 
that pines could grow upon, with symptoms of a path 
sometimes — sometimes none, the principal tokens thereof 
being axe notches, like stiles in a Yorkshire wall, 
cut in tlie large trunks of fallen pines where they lay 
across the track; or, again, where, at frequent intervals, 
a de(‘p funnel shooting downwards, worn by water to its 
backbones, showed faint footmarks across it, always glit- 
tering with wet, and often upon the ledge of an actual 
waterfall. These mountain woods are usually strangely 
silent, but hero the lively notes of finches cheered the 
recesses, and answen‘d to the morning sunshine. 

In something under two hours sky light appeared through 
the trees, and we stepped again upon the Seisser Alp at one 
of its extreme corners. Across the deep ravine beside us 
stood the Schlern, sending do^^^l its walls to an unseen 
bfisement, and rising loftily above. Its real summit, now 
for the first time visible, was to be attained by heading 
the end of the ravine, and slanting up the precipitous 
isthmus of hill by which it is connected with the Boss 
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Ziihne peaks. But a hospitable senner, or cheesemaker’s 
hut, just on the edge of the alp, detained us a few minutes. 
An unaffected delight at seeing ‘ Englander,’ and the ready 
proffer of a bench and a milk bowl, claimed some response 
on our part. So we sat awhile in the black interior among 
the cheeses, answering the questions of the worthy folk, 

whom C amazingly impressed with the information that 

England was distant ‘a thousand hours.’ As we departed 
we heard the good man still repeating to his wife as they 
stood at the door, ‘Tausend stunden 1 — tausend stiinden! ’ 
Crossing a rapid stream which tumbled into the ravine 
on our right, we ascended the hill-side, turning now 
towards the Schlern itself. The climbing was only tedious, 
and chiefly through the dwarf creeping pine scrub that 
haunta particularly the higher portions of the Eastern 
Alps, and which Berlepsch has well described; it twists 
and iwrithes, and mats its branches over large surfaces, 
wittmt any appearance of separate steams. Occasionally 
we crossed a grassy slope, and startled into angry curiosity 
several heavy red-hided oxen, more like denizens of fat 
English counties than of altitudes like these. They were 
probably brought from the Italian plains for the summer, 
but they had leamt to climb well. Higher, we began to 
skirt the brink of precipices and to look down long chasms, 
in winter choked hundreds of feet deep in snow, and even 
now floored with white. Surmounting this second steep 
ascent, we reached a plateau, answering to the Seisser Alp 
below, and sloping gradually to the summit of the Schlern. 
It was a garden of Alpine flowers — gentians, anemones, 
Alpine thrift, and ^ Edelweiss ’ enough for a score of court- 
ships. In little more than four hours after leaving Ratzes, 
we stood upon the edge of those tremendous precipices 
which, from the bath-house, seemed to belong only to the 
eagles. We might have pitched a stone upon the roof of 
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the building, a tiny toy-house, four or five thousand feet 
below, and our guide, selecting a fissure as a funnel for his 
voice, directed down it a long ululation. We watched 
with a telescope for some sort of telegraphic response, but 
nobody stirred into the blazing sunshine, and our small 
selves felt rather affronted. It is this great precipice 
which gives grandeur to the Schlern; another, so sheer 
and lofty, can scarcely be found out of the Dolomite 
district. 

Of course, from every mountain top one sees a larger 
slice of the world than ordinary, and I am not going to 
walk round with a wand to the several points of the horizon. 
The peculiar features were : first, the nature of the sum- 
mit itself, a confused mass of white rocks tumbled up in 
heaps, and so dazzling, as to bring the dark spectacles into 
use. One of these heaps, withdrawn a quarter of a mile 
from the actual brink, formed the summit, and from 
among its huge blocks three beams of wood, rais^jl^in a 
triangle, showed where the government surveyors had been 
at work. Secondly, as to the view : there was the hazy 
expanse southward where the hills faded into Venetia, and 
to west and north the snowy ranges already described, 
commencing with the Adamello, and circling round in 
numberless peaks till they ended, as we believed, in the 
Gross Glockner itself, far to the north-east. But, thirdly, 
and this is the sight to be seen, round the eastern half of 
the prospect, stood the Dolomite brethren of the Schlern, 
all peaks, bosses, and walls, cutting against the sky in 
endless diversity, from the near-at-hand Boss Zahne and 
Rosengarten, to the Marmolata, monarch of them all, 
from whose white summit of snow a wonderful precipice 
fell abruptly on the south. There was even a distant peep 
of the Sasso di Pelmo, a tower like that which Babel might 
have been, and which would be voted utterly inaccessible. 
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had not Mr. Ball brought from the summit some rare 
plants. Of course the Platt Kogel, and l^ang Kofel stood 
out grandly upon the rim of the Seisser, which last, 
twenty-five hundred feet below, lay like a tumultuous 
carpet, scored with the brown seams of its now empty 
water-courses. 

Wo did not mean to hurry down. After dining at a 
slender rill among the hummocks, the guide, who had no 
other function, went to sleep ; Churchill to prowl among 
rock crevices, poking out their tiny flowerets ; and I did 
duty with my sketch-book. How still it was ! While 
busy with pencil and brush, a nibbling at my side be- 
trayed a fat mouse, vigorously engaged upon the greasy 
leather of the guide’s pouch. In default of pouches, what 
does the creature live upon nine thousand feet in air? 
Its next attack was upon my boots, and though often 
repelled, its familiarities were as often renewcHl. 

It was difficult to set the first foot downward from such 
a no\)le platform, but a storm brewing southward helped 
us to do it. By the time we reached the Scissor Alp, this 
same storm afforded a rare spectacle of grandeur. It was 
sweeping over tlie Mendola, and other ranges wes^^ of 
Botzen, and under its dark arch, and tlirough its veil of 
rain, were seen shining the Oertler Spitze, and its snowy 
compeers, still bright in the sun — a lov(?ly vision, as if 
the clouds had lifted to show a glimpse of paradise ! To 
prolong the sight, and avoid the fatiguing gully up which 
we had toiled in the morning, we cross(;d the Seisser to its 
usual exit by the side of the Puflatsch, and dropped 
into the Katzes woods shortly before six. 

Saturday should have been cooler for the storm, but on 
the contrary was beyond anything sultry. It was an 
opportunity to visit the sloppy bat^h-floor. But we gentle- 
men dfew back rather hastily at espying the jolly counte- 
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nance of the Boizen lady imder one of the coffin-lids, and 
our wives were for })eating a similar retreat when they 
recognistid her black-bearded husband jicrdu in an ad- 
joining sarcophagus. They both invited entrance, however, 
in such hearty tones, that we retunied in a body, and 
spent a (piarter of an hour of needless condolence. 

For us, a pleasanter retreat during the hot hours was 
the llauensteiu Schloss. From almost every direction its 
yellow fragment of a tower is seen jutting from a rock 
on the woo(hid flank of the Schlern; but we had post- 
poned a visit till some leisure time. The wood-paths 
now oflered grateful shade under the noonday heat, and 
in about half an hour we reached the ruin. A goat or 
two were browsing within, peering out of the gaping 
holes which once were windows, — perhaps profaning that 
where, according to the Castelruth legend, the imprisoned 
wife lay dead with streaming hair. The ruin is too com- 
plete, and it is difficult to invest the place with its piroper 
atmosphere of romance. Should the reader ever find 
liimself at Hatzes, let him reserve Hauenstein for evening 
shades. Then the woods around, the precipices above, 
the village-s])rinkled slopes below, and the fivr dark 
mountains, may shed forth some of the poetry which 
once filled the soul of the Minnesinger, and whi:*h, 
earlier still, drew from the unknown author of the ‘ Ilelden 
Buch' his commendation of the Hauenstein ‘ Griine Tan,’ 
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CHAPTER V. 

RATZES TO CORTINA, 

Departiire from Hat z<*s— Sunday on the Scisser Alp - The Ilerdmnu’s 
Hut — The Col and the Duron Thai — (^impitello — The Festa — 
The Fedaia — Gorge of Sittogu«la — Caprile, Muiite CivitA, and 
Lago Alleghe — Sta. Lucia, and the Pass of the Gusolla — Doloniitie 
marvels — Dejscont upon Cortina. 

We had inteaded to pass over on Saturday to Campitello, 
but the onfy procurable horse at the present hay season 
was one belonging to the baths, which, being employed all 
the week in fetching provisions from Atzwang, could only 
be spared on a Sunday. Nor could we well have ventured 
in fikce of the oppressive and foreboding heat that day. 
The expected storm came in the afternoon. For many 
hours it raged among the precipices of the Schlern ; aa 
night drew on, their stark shapes were photographed frbm 
instant to instant on the blackness, and illuminated 
crimson and blue by turns, as if for pyrotechnic display. 
The covered gallery was crowded with spectators during 
this magnificent performance, till swirls of wind and rain 
drove everybody into better shelter. Yet it was held to 
be of good promise for the morrow, and before we went to 
bed the hurly-burly had passed on northward, and the 
stars were shining in a clear sky. 

Sunday morning was bright to a fault; the horse was a1 
our disposal, and we yielded to the circumstances which 
seemed to compel our making use , of it on that day. It 
was certain that Ratzes would be very gay and noisy ; the} 
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were preparing fur a dance in the afternoon, and we knew 
that the solitary hills would at least afford us some hours 
of congenial quiet. We should have started early, but the 
man who was to take charge of our baggage, first attended 
five o’clock mass at Seiss, and it was nearly eight before 
we got away. Though not dependent upon him as a guide, 
Churchill having crossed the col the year before, it was 
desirable to see him well en route ; then man and horse 
took their own pace and course, and we ours. 

A crowd of affectionate friends assembled in the gallery 
to witness our departure, and waved hats and hands, as we 
followed our possessions, at first swagging rather ominously 
on the packsaddle, up the stony wood-path. Sooth to 
say we were rather tired hy this time of li^zes and its 
inmates, including certain spiders, some six inches from 
toe to toe, in joint possession of the bedrooms ; and it 
was with some feeling of relief that we climbed the peace- 
ful hill-side. The ascent to the Seisser Alp was a steep 

beginning for S and A ; but helped by the morfiing 

coolness, and rewarded by the growing prospects, widening 
at every step till the violet distance was set all round with 
a delicate fringe of snow peaks, they kept well at it, and 
stepped at length upon the broad undulating surface of 
the Alp, now empty of its haymakers, who had all gone 
down to the valleys for the day. Then it was nothing but 
delight to stroll slowly over the rolling expanse of smooth 
shaven grass, and to rest in the shade of deserted chalets, 
breathing the pure air of six or seven thousand feet of 
altitude. This was our place for ‘ morning service.’ Eound 
half the horizon stood the splendid array of Dolomites, 
and northward was a clear vista to the snowy Noric chain. 
The whole scene, wrapped in the deepest Sabbath repose, 
answered to Sabbath thoughts ; nothing moved but in the 
distance our man and horse with a chance companion — 



124 


THE DOLOMITE MOUNTAINS. 


specks upon the green Alp hills — till we finally lost them 
over the col. 

Five hours passed in leisurely progress; then, being 
some way up a second steep ascent, by wbicli we should 
leave the Seisser Alp at its southern corner, and cross over 
the ridge between the Koss Zahne on the right, and the 
Platt Kogel on the left, into the Duron Thai, we called a 
halt at a herdsman's hut, this side of the mountain being 
devoted to cattle. 

A rest under a roof, however humble, however rude the 
seats and fusty the smells, is far m<»re of a rest than 
under the open sky ; and a meal is iar more of a m(\al if 
you can add to it a bowl of milk. Hore- in the (hark and 
smoky interior, full of odd shelves, lumber, wooden uttm- 
sils, pans of milk, conspicuous in their whiteness, and 
rows of formless objects, discovennl to bo ch(‘(\si‘s — we 
spread out our stores, Alilk wjis ladled pltmtifully into a 
wooden bowl, by a kindly, \vrinkled old crone, who, wlum 
we were satisfied, returned to her own domestic concerns, 
holding long discourse in a jargon of patois with her 
husband, and concocting a dish of niidi‘ln, a kind^of 
home-made rnaccaroni, which, ti(»d in a handkerchief, was 
despatched by a boy up the blue mountain-side, — uj) into 
the basking sunlight there, where some nnunber of the 
family was on duty with the herd. h>ery stt'p or chance 
sound was distinct in the noonday stilliu'ss — a distant goat- 
bleat, or the cluck of a fowl on the door-step; and in the 
various corners where we had niched ourselves to rest, the 
effect was so lulling, that perhaps some of us almost forgot 
our whereabouts that Sunday afternoon, and were rather 
startled at the summons to step out again into the thin 
air of a mountain solitude. 

Far above, on the sides of thePla4?t Kogel to the left, shone 
a small white chapel, marking a shorter, but much more 
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precipitous, pass into the Duron Thai. We followed the 
ejisier path close to tlie Koss Ziihne, and to the great walla 
of rock which stretch betw^een them and the Rosengarten. 
These were beginning to throw afternoon shadows, while 
the liill-sides opposite glowed with solid colour. It was a 
steep climb over green bosses, where all track was lost, 
towards the notcli in the ridge, which indicated the sum- 
mit of the col ; and here occurred a first specimen of the 
Augite porphyry in masses of blackish and rounded rock, 
protruding from the grassy bases of the hills like huge 
elephants, very uncouth and Indian-looking. It lines the 
Duron Thai to a considerable extent — a total contrast 
both in form and colour to its tall Dolomite neighbours. 
At last, upon the crest, the path, again visible, dropped 
instantly on the other side into the long trough of the 
Duron valley, fenced on the south by prodigious mural 
precipices. 

At that spot we spent a half-hour to remember; the 
new valley, yet untrodden, opening at our feet, and a new 
world of mountains, yet unexplored, peering up, one 
behind the other. Among them, in obvious domination, 
was the JMarmolata itself, with its hood and robe of snow 
thrown back to the north, and its bare front lifted to the 
south. But we looked most at those we ^vere leaving, 
and from which the first downward step would shut us 
out, to be seen no more for at least this year's journey. 
That glittering Noric range, which had been our charm 
for many hours, seemed now, as we gave it farewell, even 
more glorious under the declining sun than in the whiter 
light of morning. 

A scarcely perceptible path led steely down among 
bosky crags into the long and narrow valley — all grass- 
plot at the bottom, and all deserted of inhabitants. Grey 
crucifixes were scattered about^ whose artistic excellence 
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was very remarkable, as if the rude German hand had 
already given place to that of Italy ; and a few chalets, 
closed and silent, bordered a bright stream, whose wind- 
ings caused us some trouble, having frequently to extem- 
porise a bridge of logs or stones. Otherwise the scenci 
was as sweet, and the path as soft, as that of Christian’s 
by-path meadow ; while there was no chance of having, 
like Christian, mistaken the way. But the pastoral scene 
came to a sudden end, and such as Bunyan’s imagination 
would have delighted in. The valley floor broke oft' 
abruptly into the abyss of a savage gorge, where the 
stream, transformed to foam, daslied madly down towards 
the village of Campitello, whose roofs were now visible below 
like small brown mats spread out upon a slope. Here we 
met our man and horse returning, anxious to save day- 
light. Enforcing upon us the number of times we must 
cross and recross the torrent by various crazy bridges, he 
parted with a hearty h«and-shake all round. Evening was 
indeed coming up fast from the depths, and we lingered 
no longer : our last crumb of biscuit and last drop of cold 
tea had been consumed, and we began to tliink of supper; 
yet it was nearly seven o’clock before we found ourselves 
among the dispersed and forlorn-looking houses of the 
Italian hamlet. The six hours assigned by the peasants 
to this pass we had extended to ten. 

Churchill had retained feeling remembrance of very 
short commons at ‘Bernard’s’ in 1860, and our baggage 
had therefore been directed to another inn, of which we 
had heard at Ratzes. There we found it, but the people 
candidly admitted they could not provide for our meals, 
and a glance at their beds made it equally clear they could 
as little furnish us with lodging. The other house looked 
better, but the door opened upon ap ill-favoured company, 
shouting, smoking, drinking, and gambling ; and a sulky- 
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looking^ landlord sauntered out, pipe in mouth, to know 
what we wanted — waiting to be told rather than conde- 
scending to ask. Here was an arrival 1 You may picture 

S and A , 'now thoroughly tired, as they peeped 

in at the inhospitable doors, and may imagine our com- 
punction at having brought them to such a den. They 
might have been better lodged, we thought, in any of the 
sweet-smelling hay-bams of the Alp above. But matters 
soon improved. Bernard, the landlord, took his pipe 
from his mouth and smoothed his brow as he recognised 
Churchill. He even began to bestir himself after the key 
of the upper rooms, which fate had mislaid, and, failing in 
the search, energetically put a girl through a window to 
draw back the bolt. We ascended a staircase, beset indeed 
with dreadful odours, but the landing opened to an outside 
gallery, and was free to the evening air. It gave entrance 
to two rooms, gaudily painted in fresco ; one of them in 
particular, as Churchill has already described, decorated 
with a series of landscapes, not exactly up to Stanfield’s 
mark, but recognisable representations of various moun- 
tain scenes, in which some of the neighbouring Dolomites 
looked even more wonderful than themselves. Things 
were in great disorder ; but the furniture w^as much supe- 
rior to that of Ratzes, and when household stores had been 
disinterred, there was more notion of clean linen and 
toilet appurtenances than could have been expected. 

Meanwhile there was a dreary interval, and the state of 
the larder was not encouraging. Meat there was none ; 
but to await and hasten something in the shape of supper 
we descended to a gloomy ground-floor room, passing to it 
gingerly and swiftly through the smoking and card parties. 
There, established with a single candle, whose light was 
swallowed in the darkness of roof and floor, and only 
glimmered faintly on the black surfaces of ancient presses, 
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we waited, far gone into the second hour, while sometimes 
a knife, sometimes a spoon, now a fork, and then a plate, 
arrived, as if the house were being rummaged for the 
remainder. The silent rt^signation of our wives became 
too appalling, and we saw tli.it a crisis was at hand. 
Seizing, then, the tea-canister, Churchill and I invaded 
the kitchen, where desultory attempts were making to 
coax a fire. We demanded fresh wood, we collected all 
the jugs, Ave actually succeeded in boiling — yes, hoUnig — 
water in a large pan. We demented Bernard with requi- 
sitions. Then, with the steaming tea-jug, we returned into 
the ‘presence;’ a motley procession of assistants, laden 
with bread, butter, honey, milk, (‘ggs, and a supply of hot 
water in various-sized pots, bringing up the rear. The 
effect was gratifying; headaches evaporated, talk began to 
flow; we discoursed upon the long day’s solitary gran- 
deurs, and could laugh now at our ill-omened arrival. The 
exploration of these valleys, which for a dark hour had , 

trembled in the balance, so far as S and A were 

concerned, wiis restored to their thoughts as at least a 
possibility; and we Avent cheerfully to bed within the 
painted chambers. 

Campitello is excellently situated for variety of excursion 
at the head of the Fassa Thai, a valley wliich Cluirchill 
has described in recent pages. The Fassa, I may remind the 
reader, is considered to afford the rea(li(\st access to Dolo- 
mite scenery ; yet in itself it has little to show, and may 
well disappoint the traveller who simply passes through. 
The more remarkable mountains lie back from sight, and 
can only appreciated by excursions to the right and left, 
while, fis will presently be found, the most striking scenery, 
hitherto unnoticed by ‘Murray,’ and unsuspected, therefore, 
by tourists, lies altogether to the , east. Campitello, how- 
ever, offers the advantage of being so placed as to com- 
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rnand not only the best portion of the P'assfi valley, but 
the entrance to the Duron Thai on the west, and that of 
the Fedaia pass, skirting the precipices of the Marrnolata 
on the east ; while northward a fine pass leads into the 
Grdden and Oader Thais, at the back of the Lang Kofel. It 
is, therefore, much to be regretted that Bernard’s small inn 
offers but one tolerable b(^droom, and cannot raise either 
a cutlet or a potatoe for dinner. That remained the diffi- 
culty ; fowls and lettuce were indeed provided for the day 
after our arrival, but fowls in these parts are only flaccid 
bags of bones, that add a feeble flavour to the soup, and 
then are done for. It is hopeless to construct a reasonable 
dinner out of any number of them. Something, however, 
to be called by tliat name was left to Bernard’s inventive 

genius, and then, while S and A — — took to the shady 

bank of the stream — for the lovely day rivalled its prede- 
cessors, and not a cloud smirched the sky — Churchill de- 
parted to botanise towards the Marrnolata, and I explored 
the bases of some extraordinary Dolomites overhanging 
Campitello, on the north. 

The Marrnolata is best seen from the gorge of the Duron 
Thai, and by far the most striking effect about Campitelh» 
is due to these crags of Dolomites, which are, in fact, por- 
tions of the Lang Kofel. Their really vast proportions are 
concealed by an intervening hill, but nothing can be more 
singular than their appearance, and in certain lights, such 
as sunset or moonlight, they look positively unearthly. 
They nod to each other like monstrous images set in a row, 
some more massive, some slender and spiry, or cleft so as to 
suggest that resemblance to sword blades which ‘ Murray ’ 
mentions as characteristic of certain Dolomite forms. One 
looks at the strange array as if they were fetish, and can 
hardly suppose but that in p;igan times they were so 
regarded — perhaps are still — in a valley so remote, where 

K 
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ancient superstitions may lurk uu8us])Octed. We liad a 
good opportunity for observing tlio ])opuliition. In tli(‘ 
early morning a li>ng procession was wtMiding from vilhnge 
to village, saluted by all the church bidls, ami by puffs of 
blue smoke and reverberating discharges from the hill siih^ 
above Campitello. Preceded by a large top-heavy crucifix 
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and by several banners, or rather [>ictures stretcluul lu'tween 
lofty poles, and swaying in th(i gentle air, walked some 
hundred nu;rj, two and two, bartdn.'adi'd, and reciting 
prayers. So far so good, but th(*n cairns a distressingly 
bedizened Mrs. (iiiy Fawkes of a Madonna, seated in a 
chair, and with a sceptre tottering in her wax('n hands. 
Three priests, that fidlowed with press(*d palms and down- 
cast eyes, only made that portion of th(‘ spectaeh; more 
painful. A train of women to nifitch that of flu* Tn(*n 
closed the procession, and continued the same monotonous 
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recitation. As tloi silken pictures {^lanced in the sunlight 
and flickered among the trees, and the sound of bells, guns, 
and chanting voices went mingling down the valley, w^hile 
the niountcains looked down in ineffable cairn, the incident 
was picturescpie enough. 

Wliether any pjirticular Catholic feeling was roused by 
tlie occasion I do not know, but the small boys of Carnpitello 
amus(‘d theniselves afterwards with throwing stones at 

S and A whenever they could get a convenient 

shy at them ; this had certainly not been provoked by any 
int(‘ntion;d acts of <lisresyiect. liut the village redeemed 

itself. A , struck on the ankle, w/is limping to a seat, 

when a little girl stole softly up behind, and, taking her 
hand, imprinted a gentle kiss that made full amends. 
The friendliness of the people in general, too, inclines us 
to lay all the blame upon the ‘ naughty boys,' who prob- 
ably are not more naughty at Carnpitello than they are 
all th(? world over. The little maiden ([uitc Wtiii our 
hearts. kSIic was overwhelmed at the notice she at- 
tracted, and escaping indoors with a small gift, could not 
h(* (Mitict'd out again, till, on our leaving tlie next morning, 
shti once more darted from the doorway to bestow a fare- 
well kiss, and a grateful goodbye with her brown eyes. 

Chiircbiirs excursion that d?iy led him up into the high 
lateral valley of Coiitrin, lying close under the western 
face of the Marmolata, and terminated by the snow 
patches and p(?aks of tlu' Campo Ziegcdan. Interesting 
Alpine plants were the reward of a pottering secaVch among 
th(} blocks and irn^gularly-heaped masses of debris lying 
at its bead. 

In the evening a stroll down tlie Fassa Thai showed us 
enticing glimpses of its descending roaches, its wooiled 
flanks and terraces, and, higli in air, of its splintered Dolo- 
mitic walls. Of these the Kosi^ngfirton are tlie most 
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conspicuous ; but we only saw tluMn in profile, and must 
refer to Chiirchiirs account of Vigo, which lies at their 
foot, and to our concluding visit in 18G2, for a description 
of their striking features. 

Our next move was to be over the Fedaia to Caprile, on 
the further side of the Marmolata. We had talked in 
England of a side-saddle of Mr. King's pattern for tlic us(' 
of our wives among these mountains. * As the event 
proved, it was fortunate we did not obtain om‘, for w(^ 
should have had frequently to reverse its destination, and 
carry it ourselves. We began to understand this now, and 

it was a matter of some anxiety whetlier S and A 

would be equal to all the walking lik(‘!y to fall to their 
share. The Fedaia pass was reported two hours longer 
than that of the Duron Thai ; but we trusted that, by 
proper management, the one expedition might be accom- 
plished as successfully as the other. 

On Tuesday morning, August 6th, we were uj) betimes ' 
to see the donkeys loaded — two unpromising specimens — 
the only substitutes to be obtained for the one horse of 

Eatzes. C ’s guide of the previous day — Ilernai^j^l — 

was engaged to the summit of the col. For willingm^ss 
and care, we would gladly recommend this man to any 
who may follow us. He has a wife and four children, and 
his melancholy famished countenance does not speak of 
prosperous circumstances. The landlord of the same 
name will not, after this description, be mistaken for him. 

It was a grand day. In some of its features this pass is 
equal to any of the well-known excursions in Switzerland. 
^'^et,at that time, it was not even named in the ‘ Eed Rook.’ * 
After passing a considerable extent of level ground, and 
several villages — Gries, Canazei, and Penia — the valley, 

* The lasi rditioii gives tlio name but. no details. 
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narrowing always, and turning more and more towards 
the Marmolata, leads under the north face of that moun- 
tain, whose tremendous precipices rise upon the right in 
walls and buttresses of bulk enormous. The path, at first 
pursuing the ravine, is lifted out of it by successive rocky 
staircases, each a toilsome bit of climbing. Then the 
ravine, sinking out of sight, becomes an abyss, into which 
the precipices of tiie Marmolata plunge in gloom, and 
tlircie fine glaciers, suspended on the edge of the escarp- 
ment, successively pour their streams. The two poor 
donkeys had to be shoved and propped and hustled, one 
by one, up these twisting and stony steeps ; but the hill- 
side once gained, we soon entered one of those charming 
verdant basins, seven or eight thousand feet above the sea, 
which often lie near the summit of a pass. 

Here, upon the left hand slopes, sticking like flies, 
men and women could be discerned cutting the short 
grass ; and in one of the huts, which make their summer 
shelter, dotted about the level green, we unpacked don- 
keys, and took our mid-day meal. This time the bowls 
of milk were furnished by a sturdy nut-brown lass, in a 
round felt hat, who watched us with laughing eyes. 

On setting forth again we parted from Bernard wth mu- 
tual good wishes, and losing him, soon found ourselves ciist 
upon our own resources, since the donkey-driver, fora very 
good reason, as afterwards .appeared, wa« far from com- 
municative. For some distance it w.as a perfect gjirden of 
wild flowers ; then, having edged round a small tarn, and 
climbed the further rim of the basin, we crowned the pass, 
.and saw rise before us the new world to concjuer, in peaks 
of wondrous grandeur, and valleys filled with blue ; while 
on the right still soared the implacable ridges of the 
Marmol.ata, supporting its fields of snow. The sheer, hard 
smoothness of these scarped rocks filled one with a kind of 
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horror only to l(»ok at tlnjin. Ihit the <?reat(\st point <»f 
interest in the view was a summit to the s()uth-i‘ast, a 
erest of pale spiry pinnacles, with li<j^ht clouds partly 
ing them. It rose hi^h above an intervtuiing mountain, 
and was plainly affiant of the Dolomites, though not t»> l)(‘ 
easily identified. Little did ^\e suppose we should slet^p 
that night at its foot, and that it would rank as tlu? chief 
glory of the Journey. 

So abrupt was the descent into the valley beneath, that 
the swarthy Italian faces of three ill-favourtul peasants 
seemed issuing from the bowels (»f the t‘arth as tluw canu* 
suddenly uj)on us, seated on the grassy ridg(‘ ; and in 
descending, the donkeys seemed likely every moment to 
topple over — and would have done so, perhaj)s, had not 
their tails served as ropes to eivse them down by. Thc‘re 
was scarcely the vestige of a path, showing how slight was 
the traffic between the two systtans of valleys ; and wi* 
now found that our donkey-driver, although an inhabitant 
of Campitelle, had never crossed before. Lower down wi‘ 
were knee-deep in heavy grass: and then winding among 
natural avimiies of lofty pines juid across flowery gladi^^ 
which might well be the introduction to some enchanted 
region. The scenery, solemn and romantic, was just sm*h 
as poets paint when they descriln* aii ap|)roach to dream- 
hin<l. 

It was four o’clock, and clouds which, coming u[) fnnu 
Italy, had gatln*red about the head of the ]\lannolata, Ix^gan 
to sprinkle us with showers, Fortunat(‘ly, aftiT having 
narrowly escaped losing donkeys and all in a bog, the 
track became clear and firm as any footpath in English 
meadows. It was now trending southwards, so as to carry 
us under the hitherto unseen eastern face of the mountain, 
whose precipices impended still the more grandly as we 
dropped yet deeper beneath them. Arrivt*d at the south- 
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fjistem cM>rner, ther (3 appeared the outlet of the valley 
whieh isolates the Marrnolata on the south. It ascends to 

the j)ass of Pelegrino, whieh C intended to have 

crossed in 1860. Jhit at this point our path, turning 
shari)ly away from the mountain directly eastward, led 
into a scene of unexpected sublimity. 

It wfis a gorge like that of Pfeffers, but grander, accord- 
ing to our impression — grander in its features, grander in 
its solitude. A torrent rushed between narrowing walls, a 
thousand feet in luiight on either side, and filled the dark- 
n(\ss with its roar. The passage, never wider than that of 
an ordinary street, was fully a mile in length ; and the 
patli along it, constructed only for access to the higher 
j)astures, wiis bandi(*d from side to side on rough bridges 
of transverse logs, or suspended on hanging shelves, or 
carried lengthwise over the stream, where there wjis not 
room for both. At one such place the entire width of the 
elijusm did not exceed twelve feet. It was like being at 
the bottom of the Via Mala along with the torrent there, 
and sharing its awful fortunes. The noise was so great 
that we could not hear each others' voices, but by lifted 
hands expressed our growing amazement. The turns were 
so frenueiit, that the donkeys in front were continually 
disappearing, as into some dark doorway ; and when we 
Hnally emerged, the entrance was so imnudiately hidden, 
that no one would liave guessed the existence of such a 
rift througli the n»cky iinuss. 

Soon after, we c*iitered Sottogiula, the first village on tliis 
side the Fedaia, and several hours distant from the ucare>t 
of those on the otlier, while still nearly two from Caprile. 
At the village of Kocca appeared one of those disloca- 
tions common in Alpine valleys. There was a sudden drop, 
some hundreds of feet, the houses occupying the craggy 
edge. Helow, we sjK'edily opened u])oii a tiaus\erse vjilley, 
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running from north to south — none other, in faet, than the 
Val Agordo, which intersects so large a portion of Dolomite 
scenery — and to the south, and close at hand, be^held, to 
our dtdight, the great mountain of our mid-day v.’oiuler- 
ment. All ruddy in the sunset, its pinnacled fa^^ade rose 
like some stupendous cathedral in the vista of the vallt*y, 
and Caprile nestled at its foot. 

That view, favoured certainly at the moment by its 
suddenness, and by the striking efieet of light, remains 
almost unrivalled in our Alpine experience. The mountain 
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is Monte Civita. We have since explored it on all sides, 
and for scenic efihict it still holds the first place among its 
Dolomite brethren. Although more than ten thousand 
feet in height,* of which seven thousand must be actually 
in view as seen from this direction, if appears but a vast 


♦ It is given at 10,441 English feet in Euch’s ‘ Venotianor Alpen.’ 
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uplifted screen, so sharp and spiky are its pinnacles, so 
sheer its walls, so slight its Imttresses ! 

S- and myself were in advance, commissioned to 

select (piarters at Caprile. lint which was the inn ? A 
low building with green shutters outside the village, and 
near the church — perhaps therefore patronised by the 
clergy — looked tolerably inviting. It was desirable, 
Ijowever, to explore farther before deciding ; having, in- 
deed, settled in our own minds upon a house which had 
taken our fancy from a distance. No one, however, would 
favour our wishes in this respect, but pointed to an inn in 
the close and dismal street, which we entirely eschewed. 
Hack to the green shutters, then ; alas ! they proved the 
only recomnjendation ; low dingy rooms and untidy beds 
sent us out again disconsolate, and as our friends had now 
arrived, Churchill and I undertook a more rigid compari- 
son of merits. Threading again the narrow street, the 
ramshackle windows and balconies soon filled with heads 
and lolling elbows, as also the half-shuttered apertures of 
the inn aforesaid, but without a single gesture of invita- 
tation. The entrance, part cellar, part stable, looked as 
unpromising as the inmates. But we persevered; each 
Hight of stairs showed improvement, and at the second 
story, where a young girl, after some time, answered to 
our calls, a suite of rooms was thrown open almost hand- 
somely furnished in walnut wood, the walls neatly painted, 
and the floors quite clean ; while a balcony of iron-work, 
bulging towards the street, displayed pots of straggling 
pinks and oleanders. Happy at the discovery, >ve hastened 
down stairs to instal our wives in such comfortable quar- 
ters. 

But the dearth was even greater than at Campitello. 
Nothing was to be had but bread, eggs, and lettuces. It 
took some little time to ascertain the fact, since nobody 
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here iimlorstoocl a word ot* (JiTinjni, and we wert* (mtirely 
dependent upon S ami A 's Italian. Tlie land- 

lady, however, was a worthy body; slie and her daughter 
l"rsulina, wlieii they liad overcMuno thi‘ lirrtt stiijmr of 
surprise, were both anxious to do their best; and though 
water showed the usual reluetance to boil, and there was 
great rushing up and down stairs l)efore plates could lu^ 
collected, or a knife a-piece put upon the tahh*, and tear- 
fid slops ensued between p(»ts and jugs before we could 
concoct inir tea, a very Cinufortable meal was achitwed at 
last. 

Thunder had muttered all the evening among the porches 
of the hills ; and in the middle of the night tin' blesseil 
sleep was broken by the loud clangour of the church bell, 
followed soon after by so blinding a glare, and a crash 
bumping the floors up and down, that tlie whole villagt' 
wjvs immediately astir. Shutters hanged and \ oiees called. 
Hut without pause the bell held «>n, ami, resounding 
through the midnight shuau, seemed like a brave utter- 
ance of trust ami hope, not a little tlirilling at such an 
hour. A perfect spout of rain came ilown, but, strangt'lvs^ 
enough, not a single sound of thiu\der followed tliat last 
tremendous explosion. Yet it was long before everybody 
settled to sleep again.* 

The next day, as there was nothing for dinner, we pru- 
dently left the selection of dishes to our well-intentioned 
hostess. Churchill had ahumlauce of occupation with his 

* It may la* oL-sj-m-d Hiut this supri’stitiou.s i)raftu*i‘ is more :i means of 
daii‘ri‘r than of safety. An article* in ‘All the Year liound ’ for August 
ISGS, mentions, that ‘during the night of the 14tli of April 1718, four and 
twenty churches in one district of Jlrittany were struck hy lightning; and 
M. l''onteiielle remarked that tliey were j>reei.seiy the eliurches in which tin* 
hells were niug to drive away the lightning, while tlie churches spared were 
pncisely those in which they were not rung.’ TJiii reason assigned is the 
disturhance of the air in the Ixlfry, occasioning a current whiclj the liglit- 
niijg follows. 
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plants, and I was tln^ only one to sally forth, retraciri<r our 
steps of tlie previous day as far as the villaj^e of Sotto- 
^•uda, for a sketch of the southern precipices of the 
Nlarinolata. To obtain a clear view of them I climbed 
some distance up the hill-side — a wilderness of stones and 
biislies. lint the Marinolata \^as in a bad mood, darken- 
ing and thundering like a Sinai as noon came on ; and 
when the Sottoguda steeple sent up its clear bell-tones 
from the dejiths, I took the hint, and decamped. Dinner 
at two justified our coiitidence; it was a success. The 
gn*at dish was n bowl of broth, thick with peas and rice, 
and flavoured with scjine scraps of hammy substance. We 
almost became vegetarians on the spot. There were also, 
to b(j sure, a few small fishes, but these could (uily count 
as savoury mors<‘ls. 

Tile weather was too unsettled that afternoon to venture 
tar from shelter ; but no prospect could be desired more 
imp<»sing than that immediately at liand of the majestic 
Civita. Jt was a constant spectacle of wonder, and espe- 
cially now, when for several hours a grand succession of 
storms jilayed over its pallid walls, blackening them like 
night, or throwing thdr jagged lines into bright relief as 
they rolled beliind it. 15ut, indeed, every mountain had its 
separate storm that day, with which it answered its neigh- 
bours; and it became (piite amusing to speculate wht*n 
each cloiid-invested village would feel itself sufiieiently 
threatened to raise its liell-eall. At last Caprile began its 
sonorous warning, and we hurried in, onW just in time to 
escape*, a drenching. 

Caprile, as you ajiproacli from the Fedaia, appears at 
the very foot of the Alonte Civita ; hut it is not so. The 
mountain is some distance lower down the valley, and a 
small lake, about an hour’s walk from Caprile, is more 
immediately at its base. To this, Lago Alleghe, we 
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repaired on Thursday morning; the cloudless sky and 
delicious freshness, seducing us into a day of idling on its 
shores. We found it a charming piece of water, decorated 
with its one village on a mound of green, and nobly girdled 
by the mighty ‘ Monte,’ whose roots form the cup which 
holds it. The Civita wliic^ here bars the whole valley, 
rends its way round to the west by a considerable detour, 
descending again southward, till it issues near Helluno. 

Yet it is not the Civita which has caused the lake. On 
the right-hand side of the valley there is a mountain, 
Monte Pizzo, whicli, near its summit, shows a bare and 
frightful slide of rock, stretching downwards like the nape 
of a neck, bhom this, scarcely more than ninety years 
ago (1771), there slid a huge bulk of the mountain — 
sliding, rolling, roaring, till it reached the valley, wh(»re 
it heaped itself across the passage of the stream ; this, 
rising and swelling, spread into a lake, finding exit at last 
in a tumbling torrent over the fallen mass. It was not 
till afterwards, that we learnt how young was this lov(*ly 
lake. Youth in this instiinceis not an advantage ; but the 
traces of the convulsion would not catch an uninstructed ^ 
eye. The waters look as if they had lain in that green 
lap for ages. 

We did not care at tliis time to follow the vall(‘y further 
than the lake. What we wanted more, after feasting our 
eyes upon the grandeurs of the Civita, w\as to catch sight 
of the Sasso di Pelmo, that truncated cone of wliich a 
week ago Churchill and I had obtained a distant view from 
the summit of the Hohe-Schlern. A tantalizing unsatis- 
factory piece of him could be seen from the lake over a 
neck of hill, and Churchill determined to cross the lake for 
a push up to the col, where the Sasso might fairly be 
expected to show himself. A girl and boy, (juick at cal- 
culating cJiances, had run all the way from Caprile to be 
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ready with n boat; and we kept tliein in service all day, 
landing at different points to exhaust the views, while 
Churchill broiled up the hill. Some little way we followed 
him. Cottages were clustered at every turn, sometirnc's 
theatrically jutting their gable ends in front of the soaring 
precipices of the Civita, — pale with the sunbeams that 
flowed over their summits, — and now projecting their red 
roofs over the translucent green of the lake below. 

We had sauntered back to Caprile, and almost eaten 
('hurchiirs dinner in addition to our own, before he re- 
turned. He had made discoveries in recesses of Civita 
unsuspected from b(^low ; and had heard of another lake 
or tarn, up in some impossible place there, but the Sasso 
had failed to show after all. 

Caprile has been the starting point for more than one 
.ascent of the Marmolata. JMr. Ball appears to have made 
the expedition from Campitello. There, at least, we saw 
the record he had left of his ascent, with the usual Alpine 
(JLil) directions for finding the thermometer he had secured 
on the summit. That duty we quietly left to the proper 
persons to perform, and two years afterwards it was accom- 
plished by an enterprising member, not of the London, 
but of the Vienna Alpine Club. Herr Grohman started 
from Caprile in .Tidy 1862, accompanied by Pellegrini, an 
inliabitant of Eocca, reputed the only competent guide 
for the jMarmolata on this side. The Herr speaks of him 
as a man of ‘ inexhaustible humour,’ a description which 
our subsequent experience enables us fully to confirm. 
The importance of the Marmolata in the Dolomite group 
will justify our epitomizing so much of Herr Grohman’s 
n.arrative as will explain the character of the ascent. 

They left Caprile at 1.30 a.m.; by aid of a lantern 
ascended the valley, threaded what he calls the ‘ famous ’ 
gorge of Sottoguda, whose reputation we can well support. 
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and by live o'clock reacbod tiu* t*inpty huts ot the fiobia 
Alp. Hero his prodocossor. Dr. Ivut hiu'r passtul lh(» iii^*ht 
when making the ascent the year hotoro. From tliis point 
they iminediat('lv coinineiiet‘d oUiuhiiii( tin? slop(*s of the 
Punta Serranta, the most t'astorn of tlu» sjnirs of tlu» Alar- 
molata; thus avoidiii;;* the oiroiiit by the Fodaia See. In 
half an hour they rt*aehed the terminal moraiiu* of tin* 
glacier at the foot of one of its ton^uies of iee. Putting* on 
‘ stei^visen,' they ascended the glacier obli(|U(‘ly, till they 
struck upon a troie^h in its surface heading upward in a 
south-westerly din ction. It led to a nnissive rock wall, 
reddish-brown in colour, which, bi‘gijjning with the Punta 
Seivanta, rose up in the wildest forms, sometimes in 
pointi'd peak<, sonu*times br*»ken by dei*p tissures, till it 
soared aloft in the highest peak id* the Alarmolata itself. 
At the foot of tliis rock wall they eliml)t‘d a steep face of 
neve, and fouml themM*lves at last upon the rocky ridge 
i)f the mountain, which tln‘y asceinh*d to tin* point n*acln*d 
liy Dr. Kuthiier the y(*ar bi*fbre. The glaci(*r tiny (K*scrib<‘ 
as enormously crevass(*d, some of the lissnri*s b(*ing wide 
enough to ]iav(* let a house down into them. 

AVhile resting by a small pool of water, not far from the 
east(*rn peak of tlie mountain, (irohman sinhhady observcsl, 
naihKl to a ruck a few feed above him, a small box. This, 
on examination, proved to contaiti Air. Hall’s Alpine (dub 
thermometer, and a roll of pap(.*r in a glass tube*, with 
directions in English and French, left there in 18 ( 10 , but 
evidently ov'(,*rlooked by Dr. Kuthner in ISbl. From this 
discovery and P<*llegrini\s information, Herr (irohnian 
drew two conclusions: first, that Mr. Hall had made the 
ascent from the FjxssaThftl; and secondly, that this was the 
highest point he reached, and that, therefore, tluj final 
western peak of the ALirmolata was still unclimbed. Accoril- 
ing to the recent measurements of the gov(*rnmeiit survey, 
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tills yioak is alumt 400 feet higher than that upon which 
(irt)hinan stood. 1I(; CMrcd’iilly reconnoitred wliat remained 
to h(» done, hut arrived at the corieliision that, with his 
pr(*sent nufans, it would he dan^'erous to attempt it; though 
by a lar^e party properly furnished with rop<*H and iee- 
hatehets, it iui<,dit bt; accomplished. Keluctautly retraeiiiK 
his st(‘ps, he reached (laprile again at 7 r. M. Tie? vi(*\v 
appears to have been sadly im^rr(‘d by clouds, and our 
Al])in(‘ exjdorer does not dwell upon it, fearing to b(* com- 
pelled to say more of what he did not see than of what 

h(^ did. 

The evening of Thursday was bus\^ with preparations for 
our third and last pass, which would bring us to Cortina, 
ill tla* Ampezzo road. Yet the prospect of departure 
almost saddeiKid us. We had taken a strmig liking for our 
good hostess. Signora Pezze, whose anxi(*ty to serve us, 
and constant depreciation of lier eftbrts, were fjuite touch- 
ing. Tli(^ dreary looking inn in the narrow street had 
l)(M'om(‘ a home, which we were lucky to have found in a 
spot whoso ext(»rnal advantages are so great. Wliat with 
th(! surfiassing ('ivita close at hand, the Marrnolata, and, 
as we afterwards f aind, the Pel mo, within a day’s excur- 
sion, the iKaghboiirhood of the charming lake of Alleghe, 
a,nd alaimlaiiee of romantie villages scattered along the 
steeps, we felt that (’aiirile might well employ more time 
than w(? could afford at prestmt, with so great a portion of 
(Uir tour yet before us. 

That afternoon S and A were invited to the 

private residence of the family, tin* identical respectablt'- 
hioking hiiildlng \\c had noticed on the lirst sight of 
Caprile. There they were introduced to Signora Pezze’.s 
husband, and regaled with tokay and exeelhuit coflec, 
gracefully served by the daughter, Ursulina. Two of the 
sons, they were sorrowfully told, Jiad joined the Pied- 
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monteso army, and must thcToforo remain exiled from 
their native village; and several other yonng men wore in 
the same predicament. So far had Italian sentiments 
penetrated into these Austrian valleys. ‘ Wo are all 
patriots here,' tlu‘V said ; but the habitual melancholy 
expression of poi>r mother Pezze’s eoiintenanee, and h(*r 
frequent sighs, ^Yere fully explained. One nie(‘ lad n*- 
mained ; but be, too, it was wbisp(n*ed, was on tln‘ wing, 
and more trouble, wo feared, was yt^t in st(»re for tin? 
household. ‘ They all leave me I’ said the father, touching 
his breast ; and then, flinging wide his arms, ^ They all 
leave me ! ’ 

At Campitello we had been reduced from a hors^' to a 
pair of dimiiiutivt' donkeys. At (.\iprile we dwindled 
down to men, for the three forlorn bipeds who offered 
themselves did not look half so respectable, when trans- 
formed into beasts of burden, as t*ven the hist-namcd 
(juadrupeds. We had expected to find nudes here, and 
should have done so, but that they wore all employed in 
bringing charcoal from the mountains. The evening 
before we left, a string of the laden beasts came down, 
stepping cleverly among the rocks and trees, rattling 
the loose stones, and sometimes slipping hind and 
front* feet together on a pitch of unusual stccpn<\ss. 
They rested at Cajuile for tluj night, but were bound 
farther down the valley. The morning was th(i fiii6st 
possible ; but I must confess to being in rather s(jrry 
plight for the expedition. The second day’s dinner, a 
repetition of the first, had entirely reconverted us from 
vegetarianism. Pea-soiip as the jpUce de resistance would 
not do, or, at least, I had reason to think so in rny own 
case. 

We left Caprile at the same eijd by which we had 
entered it, h^it turned immediately up a rocky path 
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boliiiid ilie church, leadinjf towards the head of the valley. 
It is surprising how soon a village sinks beneath your 
feet ?is you rise on these steep-sided hills. In a few 
iuinut(*s we were on equal terms with the cock on the top 
of the steeple; in a few more, Caprile was only a cluster 
of roofs by the side of its wasteful stream. But as we 
rose, so rose Alorito Civita, in presence great and wonder- 
ful, and bidding us a proud farewell. 

In half .an hour our men halted on a bit of level 
sward, and pointijig to two diverging paths, left the 
choice to us. .Supposing they would soon re-unite, we 
took what seemed to be the shortest, expecting only a 
little temporary steepness. But we soon found ourselves 
bearing Ijack almost upon Caprile, on a high terrace of the 
mountain, and by further questioning discovered our course 
wTuild lie along the very spines of the hills, crossing the 
highest ridge by the side of Monte Gusella,and descending 
upon Cortina without touching the other track, which lay 
in a circle to tlie nortli. It was presently apparent, how- 
ever, that we liad chosen w’ell ; for the path, working 
round to the east, displayed a yet unseen country in that 
direction, and in the midst of it the Pelmo I We were to 
be rewarded with one of the finest views of that hitherto 
reluctant mountain. It gn*w and grew in its tower-like 
supremacy, though Civita, still barring up the south, held 
well its own as a Nvall of shivered peaks; and it was hard 
to say which was the more imposing. 

An hour and a half of our ladies' walking brought us tt» 
the village of Sta. Lucia, on a lofty proinontv^rv, of which 
tlu» projecting corner was occupied by the ehureh. From 
thi) low wall of its burial ground the view swept along a 
valley - -the Fiorentina — stretching, end on, towards the 
menacing bidk of the Pelmo itself, thus disposed between 
an avenue of hills to supm*!) .a<l vantage. It was a view to 
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Yet soiiu* <lel;iy was ^raiit(*<l for an olijc^ct of j^roiitcr 
practical importance. Oiir pn<»r oamit porters, now mop- 
ping their brows in the shade of a wall, intimattnl a 
possibility of be<T at a neiglibonring hoiist' ; and W(* all 
trooped thither with singular alacrity. It was cool and 
foaming, and, if costly, liow' could it be otherwise* at such a 
spot as Sfa. Lucia ? The man who brought, or brewed it 
there, must liave had prophetic vision of the seven thirsty 
souls who sliould one day appear at his door, lie h)ok(*d 
gratified, as if the final cause of b(*or, a ilrink only n'cently 
introduced, were now rev(‘aled to him. 

Upon leaving the village, our men disconcerted all 
notions of direction by turning up the wild chaos of a 
torrent-bod ; but it was a habit of tl^eirs to tak(^ the shortest 
cut. A'painful toil brought us to the path again, circling 
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nnmd the 1)osky hillH, rising througli the; upper and scanty 
fringes of the woods, and approaching the sweet-smelling 
hay-slopes above, that leaned against the blue of the sky. 
flattie, urid(*r a lierd-boy’s care, waylaid the path where 
there was shade, and goats scrambled up the side to stare 
at us, s(‘nding down shale and earth. Wo began to ex- 
perience that thin purity of atmosphere which attends a 
great elevation, and to fancy that the col was near at 
hand. Hut, crossing a burn, the path was seen ascending 
))y its side far a-head, where it was dropping in cascades 
out of a distant corrie, or basin, scooped in the summits of 
the hills, which, though mostly rounded, were broken by 
frer|uciit protrusions of white rock, like teeth from gums. 
At th(i head of the basin a linger dental mass than the 
rest marked jNlonto Gusella. The few chalets which edged 
the strc'am beside us were all closed, their occupants 
cutting hay on jiatches of green a thousand feet high(*r, 
wIhtc it seemed as if even crampons could hardly enable 
them to hold on. Again the guides were not content to 
follow the track ; but, bending under their loads, took to 
some single foot-marks uj) the liill to the riglit, so steep 
that the leading man was always gone over into tlie sky, 
and his companions half in air. 

S and A were almost beat. They had never 

y(‘t had so many hours of relentless climbing — nearly six 
since leaving Gaprile. The hollow which enclosed us 
denied the exhilaration of a prospect. The summit of tlie 
col seemed at a hopel(?ss distance ; and as we here toucheil 
again the stream, now in the sparkle of its early course, 
with one consent we cast off burdens, squandered ourselves 
down upon the turf, and putting the bottles of tea into 
the water to cool, spread out our meagre dinner. Yet we 
did not envy that day the gayest pic-nic in England. We 
were within hearing of the marmot’s whistle, and the rush 
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of the eagle’s wing ! An hour's rest was so entirc'Iy resto- 
mtive, that the remaining slopes, now lying at an ejisy 
inclination, were taken at elieerfiil speed. Nor was it long 
before points and crests soaring up on the western liorizou 
gave notice that our toil was about to be rewarded. A 
mountain flank had hidden them till now; but tlien^ 
they all were, peak after peak, that we little thought to 
have seen again, and the noble Marmolata in their midst 
bearing his wealth of snows, for we looked now full upon 
his icy bosom, and could estimate as never before' his 
wildernevss of summit. Kveii the Schlern, we fancied, was 
visible from this point among a sea of tossing line's 
stretching round far to the north. 

Rut while stop[)ing to obstTve the new aspect of tin- 
Marmolata, a shout from above gave notice of something 
more. Churchill was standing there Ix'sidi' a cross, mark- 
ing the crest of the ridge, and looking down upon the 
most extraordinary pnispcct we had y(*t beheld. The 
entire course of the descc'iit was seen at a glanci' down a 
broad and lengthened trough, tin* sides of it showing an 
amazing variety of rocky shap(*s, fantastic, desolatt', and 
grand, and l)eyond it, tilling up to the horizon, range 
above rangt? of ban* broken-wallet I mountains, sonui of 
them in form and size as majestic as any in tin* Dolomite 
district — Monte Tofana to the l(*ft, the Croda Malcora 
directly oppr^site, and southward the snow-c/ippetl oht'Iisk 
of the Antelao. Mr. Huskin affirms tliat overhanging, or 
even perpendicular precipices, though often r(‘presenti*d, 
are not really found in nature. Wi; agr(*ed that h(*rc 
there were plenty of both sorts, and the aptness of A— -- \s 
remark was at once appreciated when she compared the 
scene before us to one of (lustave Dore’s marvellous 
groupings of peak and precipice in jiis illustrations to the 
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‘ Wiinderiiig The broa(lenin<( afternoon Kliadows 

brouglit out the most surprising effects, and the strange 
spcictacle Ijound ns to the spot. Nowhere are some of the 
peculiarities of Dolomite landscape more strikingly dis- 
played ; but I must stipulate for a similar effect of light 
if anyone wishes to verify the description. 

The long gully beneath seemed entirely empty of in- 
habitants. A dark pine forest filled its lower reaches, and 
bt‘yond this we could discern its distant outlet into the 
Ampezzo valley. There, in blue mist, was traced the 
white thn*ad of road upon which we had travelled three 
y(*ars lufore p/l route from Venice to rnnsbruck, and 
which would now finish our pedestrianism. Cortina itself 
was out of sight to the left, and remembering that some 
hours of walking lay between us and it, we shook off our 
trance of admiration, and started at an accelerated pace. 
This w^as easy down the rolling slopes. Full of glee, we 
spread over them at large among the interlacing tracks, 
partly cattle, partly water-worn. As we descended, the 
most curious resemblances to architectural forms came out 
on cither side — on tlu' left particularly. Th(*re Monte 
(iiisclla guarded the head of the pass, and its eastern end 
towered like a castle-keep, lofty and impregnable. Next 
to it a mountain, likewise presented endways to the des- 
C(Mit, took the liki'uess of an apse to some enormous 
cathedral ; and lower still, we were in doubt for a time 
whether a wooded ridge were not really crowned by the 
ruin(‘d walls of an alibey, till their real magnitude became 
indisputable. 

Our men now pointed to some long low slieds, sur- 
rounded with mud and manure, on one of the grassy 
platforms, and, though not a tempting spot, we turned 

* flis ina^iiifioeiit illustrations to thr * Jnft'rao’ not then ]iublish»'<l : 
many of thorn aro thoroughly Doloiiiitif in character. 
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iiside for tlie chance of milk. Two unsavoury-looking 
fellows gave us rather grudging access to a very dirty in- 
terior, black with smoke as well jus darkness, jind hejiped 
with tubs jind vessels. The only seats they offered were 
the round pieces of wood, with a single leg stuck in the 
middle, upon which tliey balance themselves for milking; 
but by turning up a few jjine stumps, and a tub or two, we 
contrived more practicable seats. Then came a liberal 
enough outpouring of the creamy fluid into bowls — whose 
thick rims developed an art of drinking — with a pailful of 
wjiter, to modify the libations of tliose who wislied it. 
When it came to payment, kreutzers were for the first 
time somewhat doubtfully regarded, jind we juldcd two- 
penccs to the amount till the younger man, amidst the 
laughter of the company, punclied the elder in the ribs as 
an unconscionable rasciil for pocketing so much momy. 
So far as I was concerned, it laid been excellently bestowed; 
having been unwell all day, jxnd afflicted with grievous 
thirst, something like Ji (juart of milk jind water here 
effected a perfect cure. 

Soon after leaving the cattle-sheds we fell into the 
woods. The trees were huge dark cones, standing thick 
and tall like cypresses, with solemn avenues betweciii. 
The gloom and silence were oppressive, but there was 
peculiar grandeur in the effect. Again occurred the re- 
semblance to Dore’s designs, for above the funereal tops 
gleamed pale spires of Dolomite, in ghastly concord ; and 
below, the roots of destroyed trees . contorted themselves 
into every dragon semblance. These old roots are (juite 
a feature in the wild scenery. White with age, and 
partially blackened by fire, they look as uncanny as may 
be, and perhaps have aided by their appearance the 
peasant superstition, which reckons it of evil omen to 
stumble over them in the dark. Here they gave n very 
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Salvator Rosa iusi)ect to many a cragjry corner, where tlie 
li<(ht struck faintly down. If, according to some critics, 
Salvator is not like nature, nature, in these instances, 
was very like Salvator. . 

h'or an liour or more we were threading these melan- 
I'lioly grov(.*s, Jind descending so rapidly that we flattered 
ourselves we should issue at once upon the Ampezzo 
valley. liut we came out upon a shoulder, or table-land, 
<d’ open pasture, still far above ('ortina, which, with a 
string of glittering villages and farms, gave an air of un- 
wonted cheerfulness to the broad expanse of valley b(dow, 
still full of light from end to end. It was a charming 
sight; a genuine piece of bright industrious Tyrol — (ier- 
luan Tyrol ; injt a biul cliange after the week of savage 
gorges and dishevelled Italian hamlets. Perhaps nothing 
marked tlui difterence more than the presence here of 
farms, or at least of comfortable well-to-do houses, scat- 
t(*red about the green mounds in peaceful security. 
Within the Italian-speaking frontier, with higher elements 
of sceiuuy, there is a frequent lack of cheerfulness, 
I)artly owing to the absence of such honest- looking home- 
st(*ads. Houses are huddled together in sombre villages; 
and the .surroundings want the (jerman neatness. Yet 
here the view wms not all greenery. Opposite to us, hem- 
ming in the verdure, rose the stark precipices of the Croda 
.'Malcora; and many a desolate peak was set round the 
evening sky, reminding us of the regions w’e had dropped 
from. 

The smooth slopes helped us (piickly down. We were 
.soon among the hay-chrdets, and their substantial many- 
galleried houses. Foot-paths on the grass merged into 
fenced and stony horse-tracks, and everything betokened 
the inevitable road, still a level streak below’. Cortina 
was spread along it, a place of perhaps five hundred 
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inhabitants, its tall churcli tower set stately in its midst. 
Half in doubt wiiether to turn towards the southern end, 
and seek the small but comfortable ‘ Stella d'Oro,’ or at 
the noi*thern to betake ourselves to the more roomy 
‘ Acjuila Nera/ the point was settled for us by an adroit 
damsel, who, accostinj^ us as stranf;;ers, and charj^ing h(‘r- 
self immediately with all the lighter articles she could lay 
hands on, took it for granted we were bound for the latter 
hostel, and, with abundance of small talk, undertook to 
show the way. Triumphantly she marched at the head of 
our cavalcade through the village plaza, gave directions 
right and left as she entered the inn doors, summoned the 
landlady, snatched at a bunch of keys, ushered us upstairs 
into airy, liandsome rooms, and revealed hers(jlf as the 
happy Kelleriu of the establishment, who kne\v she had 
done the right thing for us, whether wv knew it or not. 

It was a very different recej)tioii from that at Ihitzes, 
(,’ampitello, or even Oaj^rile. Th(‘ broad floors were s])ot- 
les.^; beds and furniture dainty in th(*ir cleanliness; 
flowers adorned the landing-place, and pictures of rare 
merit the walls! Hot water and towels came as a matter 
of course, and with them suggestions of a savoury su])j)er. 
Certainly we were gipsies no longer. A little regret min- 
gled with our return to decent life from tlio furtniglit of 
pic-iiics, and we were rather shy at first of postillions and 
post-carriages; but plentiful ablutions were .an undeniable 
luxury, hot me.at was voted an excellent institution, and 
tea looked itself once more, served in cups and saucers 
instead of tumblers. 



CHAPTER VI. 


FHOM TJIU AMPEZZO TO THE QAIL THAI.. 

(’optiiiji — Tli*‘ of FN'utoUtpiu — Tho Ilollm Tlial and iis 

Aj)p:irition.s l)«*s<M*nt into tho J'UHh rthal -Thu Sourcu of thu I)rav»- 
-- I /lull/ a^ain — Amman’s ‘ Turn Out * — Obur Oraubur^ — First Sij^ht 
of tlu* (Jail Thai. 

TiiE arrival at Cortina marked the termination of a dis- 
tinct pmtiou of our tour. We had crossed, on foot, from 
tlie lireiiner road to that of the Ampezzo ; traversed three 
passes of remarkable beauty ; and seen the hitherto most 
noted of the Dolomite mountains; for the Hohe Schlern, 
Lan<^ Kofel, ]\Iarniolata, and Sasso di Pelmo, have all 
a place in the ‘Handbook,’ and each a rejjutation to 
sustain. They amply fulfilled our expectations, while 
JNIontii Civita, which we felt to be something like a dis- 
covery, was in our opinion unrivalled in its grandeur. 

Tliough the Dolomite character was everj^where preva- 
lent, yet there was much variety. Each of the passes left 
an impression of its own. That of the Seisser Alp, open 
and cheerful, as well as noble in its features ; the Feilaia, 
grand, solemn, romantic ; the Gusella, wild and strange. 
There was as much difference, too, in the three halting 
j)laces. Ratzes, secluded in its woods, German and jovial 
in its people ; Campitello, sweltering in sunlight, meagre 
in entertainment, disorderly — in a word, Italian ; Caprile, 
Italian in a better sense, hospitable, despite ai\ empty 
larder, and comfortable, though in a narrow street. But 
all varieties of circumstance and landscape blended into 
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one Inippy recollection of a fortnight’s splendid weatlu^r, 
amidst surpassing scenery. 

Cortina is recommended in ‘Slurray ’ as convenient head- 
quarters for the l)()lomites. After what we had seen, we 
W'ere disposed at tirst to uiulerrate its advantages. Per- 
haps we felt ill at ease upon a high road, and were loth to 
heliev^e in scenery that might be looked at from a carriage' 
window. Perhaps we were a little surfeitt'd with gran- 
deurs, poor mortals that we were, and wanli'd a change - 
in that eoiulition, when, according to Mr. Ituskin, you 
should turn awa^ tVenn Mont Blanc, and study a daisy ! 
At any rate wi' ])ersuaded oui>elve.s that we had seen tin? 
principal features of the Cortina Dolomiti's, as we descended 



from the (Jrusella ; and were more pow erfully attracted east- 
ward by the unknown and distant (jail Thai, the Terglou, 
and the Steiner Alp. So we left Cortina the morning 
after our arrival, and regretted it^*all the rest of tin? 
journey. 


IIKCRIMINATIONS. 


155 


Indeed, the more we thought about it, the more Cortina 
rose in our estimation. Excellent (juarters, and a fine, open 
cheerful valley to begin with. And then, what mountains ! 
'Fhat obelisk-shaped Antelao, at the southern end, how 
grandly he lifted himself ten thousand feet or so into the 
sky I And ilie Croda ^Nlalcora, impending over the town on 
the east, and said to display somewhere the finest precipice 
scenery in Europe — though too jealous of the honours of 
.Alont(; Civita, to atlmit all that — yet we ought to have 
viuified the fact by an excursion along his flanks. And 
tliere was the Tofana, to the north-west, a snow-capped 
and weird-looking mass, in some aspects almost reminding 
one of the Matterhorn, and reckoning no less than ten 
thousand feet like the others. These three mighty ones, why 
were they not in the sketch-book ? ]More than all, there 
was the P(dm<j ! He must show himself down the valley 
tht*re to the west, if the map be true, and Churchill de- 
manded of me whether I liad not seen this noted mountain 
in passing through the Ampezzo, three years ago. My 
answer was confused and unsatisfactory. I had no map I 
pleaded, and puzzling over my recollections, could get no 
further than ‘ there certainly was something very big there, 

and perliaps it was the Pelmo.’ The severity of C s 

eounteuance indicated his opinion of me, but he dropped 
the subject, perhaps not (ju it eat ease iu his own conscience, 
since the early departure from Cortina was mainly his doing. 
It wiis evidently imperative to return another year, if we 
presumed to describe the Dolomites. 

Cortina is the last town in Tyrol on this route. The 
province of Veiietia commences a little beyond the next 
village, southwards. Judging from the inns, the place 
might almost be called Italian at one end, and German al^ 
the other. At the Stella d’Oro in 1858, they spoke only 
Italian, at the Aquila Nera, German, and the Teutonic 
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style of things prevailed; though the name of the family 
to whom it belongs would not lead one to expect this. 
Travellers cannot fail to notice some vigorous designs in 
fresco upon the outside walls ; they are by the same liaiid 
as the pictures within doors, Ghedina's, a son of the land- 
lord, and one of the most eminent of the Venetian painters 
of the present day. We afterwards saw more of his works, 
admirable for delicacy of feeling and thoroughness of 
workmanship, even if spent upon the portraits of homely 
faces. A younger brother is also a skilful artist, but I 
must say more about them when 1 speak of a visit to their 
studios the following year. Though resident in Venic(‘, 
they spend the heats of summer in their n itive valley. 

Cortina looks larger than it is, for the buildings are 
spread spaciously about. Several are official, for tlu* 
administration of the Ampezzo district : and many of them 
iniLs, accommodating a busy traffic in timber and flour 
between Italy and Tyrol. The tower of the church, a 
recent erection by a Vienna architect, is a handsome 
campanile, separate from the edifice, after the Italian 
manner, and so helps to mark the place as a border 
town. 

As we were anxious to push on to the Gail Thai; tlu; 
next object of our excursions, and for that reason had 
neglected the claims of Cortina, it was rather inconsistent 
to take only a single stage the day we left it, and arriving 
before noon on Saturday at the solitary post-house of 
Landro, to remain there till Monday morning. But 
travellers have fancies sometimes. I had been rather 
captivated with this desolate spot, during an hour’s repair 
to the carriage in 1858, and Churchill had views of his 
©wn to carry out. It lies about three hours’ drive north- 
w^ard of Cortina. The road, first ascending to the head of 
the Ampezzo valley, suddenly strikes back again upon the 
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ri^lit hand liill, and UHcends by zigzags towards the ruined 
castle of Peutelstein, which, perclied upon a narrow pro- 
montory, commands the pass, and was once the northern- 
most outpost of Venetian territory. While the carriage 
took its slow way up, Cliurchill and I climbed the castle 
hill, and sheltering from the wind in the disembowelled 
towcTS, surveyed the landscape, of which doubtless many 
a man-at-arms h<as in his time l)ecorae sufficiently weary. 
To the south stretches the Ampezzo valley ; round every 
other point of the compass rise the fear-inspiring Dolo- 
mites. Tlie grandest of tlu‘se, as seen from this spot, is 
])(!rhaps Monte Tofana to the west; ])Ut eastward, whither 
the road now turns, appear the scarcely less striking 
masses of the Cristall Kiipfe. Mrs. Katcliffe might well 
have adapted one of her romances to these wind-whistling 
walls, Inult up sheer from the precipice on three sides, 
and ovi‘r the dull roar of a cataract, lie that kept this 
castle against both fleshly and ghostly foes through days 
of storm and nights of darkness, must have been a captain 
of stout heart. Siege and battle it certainly more than 
once encountered : the Emperor Maximilian finally 
wrested it from the Venetians, and so gained command of 
the Ampezzo valley. 

The real grandeur of its situation is, however, not 
appreciated unless the traveller takes a path, that we dis- 
(M)ver(‘d on a sul)sequent visit, and the description of which 
I here anticipate'. Coming from Cortina, this path strikes 
off* to the right, before crossing the deep ravine which 
isolates the Castle-rock on that side. It ascends along the 
sloping side of the frightful-looking gorge, and is safe,* 
though narrow. Opposite, the rock rises to a pinnacle, 
crowned by the fec'ble-looking wall of the castle— feeble 
compared with the massive buttresses of naked rock. 
Beiioatb is a dizzy depth, where the torrent is seen twirling 
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in coils of black and white. The terror of the scone 
rises to its height where a crazy bridge crosses the gnlf, 
and suspends you in the midst; the j)ath then climbs 
through a pine wood to the road, which it reach(\s half a 
mile or so beyond the castle. The piissage through this 
chasm — whicli, it is true, 1 siiw by evening light, and 
therefore at its most impressive time — would almost cf)ni- 
pensate for tlie loss of the view from the castle itself; but 
both may be secured, as the path cuts across a considtTable 
angle of the road — let alone its zigzags — and is always 
used by the country j)eople. No one, liowevi*r, pointed if 
out to us on two occiisions whem we passed this way. The 
tourist must take the matter into his ov n hands, for the 
voltt(rl(n\ or postillion, will not help him. 

From the summit of the pass the road descends towards 
the small lake, or tarn, of I^andro, the Diiren See, as it 
is named. Here, on the right, the ‘ CristalT mountain con- 
tinually developes forms of great sublimity, with glimpses 
of glaciers in its hollows; and on the left hand, t\\(t 
singular features attract attention. First, not long after 
leaving Peutelstein, a hole in a mountain-side, m^ar the 
summit, through which you strangely see the sky. And 
next, a lofty blood-stained Dolomite — blood-stained, for 
its precipitous front is streaked as with the red drij) of a 
mighty sacrifice — some veritable hecatomb — slaughtered 
there ages agoru?. It fitly introduces you to the gloom and 
dreariness of the ^ Hblleiithal ’ — the hell valU;y — in which 
T^andro is situated. Here, after passing the slujet of dull 
green water, the Diiren See, we pulled up at the post- 
house, itself a comfortable-looking building, with a small 
railed-in garden, and a diminutive chapel, not much bigger 
than a pigeon-house, over the way. Though the situation 
is solitary enough, the place looks bjisy. There is not only 
a brewhouse, but a flour-mill, and wagons an* always 
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or starting, or baiting thoir teams before? they take 
the h'lst st<f(jps of tlie asceint. But, once out of the road, 
and you are in a waste of loose stories and pine scrub; and 
in a f(iw paces the houses sink into a roof or two, shoulder- 
ing together for company, and you are alone in the valley 
bottom, absolutely closed in by the mountain monsters — 
monsters as much in shape as in size*. Alonte Cristallo, 



1»1 HTN r. ANI> MuNTr. CUIsrMin. 


shooting up in towers bt*tw(*en its glaciers, is the domi- 
nating ol)ject, — the red Alount of saeritiee is only seen 
from the uj)per end of tin? valley. Not far from the post- 
liouse, how(iV('r, through a gorge opening eastward, there 
is ail apparition of tliri'c splintered sjiires, the Drei Zinnen 
(tliree battlements), than whicli, in the way of mountains, 
I know nothing stranger. 

The lake, with its dry salty shores, might have been the 
site of Sodom. Two streams flow into it, but none flow 
out, and there is fearful suspicion of hidden gulfs. The 
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trees, the grass, the mosses, seem all blasted and luiwhole- 
some ; and in the sides of the hill, cracks and chasms, 
dipping strata and slanting pine-trunks, look as if all 
might some day go into deptlis below. Landslips hn,v<*, 
indeed, at different times, destrcwed tln^ road which once 
skirted the opposite margin of the lake. 

That evening we saw the sharp peaks of the I)r(*i Zin- 
nen burn in the sunset jxs we looked through the dark 
portals of the gorge; we saw tlu^ Cristallo turn ghastly 
cold as the light went down ; we saw tlu' lake turn blacker 
than night, and the stars sliine as never before, so vividly, 
the milky-way streaming overhead like a bright aurora ; 
and wt' went to bed feeling that we had chosen a prison for 
our Sunday. 

As much as could be seen of the sky the n(‘xt day was 
so pure and lovely, that it was an absolute grief to have 
left cheerfid (\irtina, or mit to hav(^ r(\'iclied the stat(‘ly 
valley of the I)rav(*. Xo sunshine could sweet(‘n the grim 
forms around ; and cold shadows fell early over tin' dreary 
patch of level, and the sullen lake. 

('hurchill took a long walk up the eastern gorge, and 
touched the ba<e of the Drei Zinnen. H(‘ found a plt‘asant 
j)ath, at first along the border of steep woods and of the 
stream, until a track turned off through an oj)ening 
southwards, in tlie direetion of Anronzo. FartluT on it 
disappeared altogether, having b(*en waslied down into the 
stream, and progress was only possible by the stream-b(Ml, 
though this w?us sometimes entirely clogged with enormous 
boulders. Toiling mi, with a very limited view in any 
direction, he reached the termination of the valley in a 
small semicircular basin, out of which a sfu’ies of zigzags 
led into one rnncli higher, tenanted by some sixty or 
seventy bulls, feeding together in perfect stillness. Neither 
dog nor man was there t«) companion them, and they 
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appeared at first rather disposed to resent the intrusion of 
a stranj^er. Crossing this upper basin in a southerly direc- 
tion, a track led up to a ston}', hummocky plateau, to the 
of the Drei Ziimen, nr)w appearing to* consist of five 
great nuisses rising precipitously from the plateau, and 
standing in a barren talus of their own debris — themselves 
so white, and the debris so fine, as to suggest the idea of 
sugar-loaves set in a licap of flour. 

The rest of us spent most of the day on a narrow ledge, 
one of the highest we could reach, whence a small peep of 
the Pusterthal and the far-off Norics, soft in a hazy glory, 
was like a glimpse a prisoner might obtain by climbing up 
to the bars of his cell. 

Still, the Post House itself was far from forlorn. The 
rooms were thoroughly comfortable, with good portraits by 
(ihedina on the walls. He was a friend there, and the 
people of the house showed us some pencil sketches of their 
children, which were really exquisite. The mother was fair 
and lady-like ; the hiishand a brisk little miller, honest 
and kind. On the Monday morning when we started for 
liieiiz, he took upon himself to pack all the baggage, and 
to his own detriment as post-master insisted that one 
horse was quite sufficient for our light vehicle the first 
stag<* — all down hill. But that we were eager to look 
round the corner at the sunny world again, we shouhl 
have been (juite sorry to part- from the worthy folks at 
Jiandro. As it was, w'e >vere glad to find ourselves swing- 
ing down the long reaches of road which lead through a 
deiip ravine from the lofty basin of the Hdllenthal— it is 
some 5,000 feet above the sea — into the broad Pusterthal. 
This — one of the great longitudinal valleys of Tyrol, rank- 
ing next after that of the Inn — runs westward for some 
<‘ighty miles from the point we entered it, joining the 
Eisjxch and the Brenner route a little above Brixen. We 
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traversed its entire ItMij^tli during;? that journey of ISoh 
which gave us our fir.'^t siglit of the Dolomites; now wt^ 
were to turn east instead of wt'st, ascending to gain tlH‘ 
head waters of the Drave, and our old quarters at Luuiz. 

The lower portion of the Ampez/o roatl pjisses through 
extensive woods, and l)v the side of th(‘ infant Hienz, 
afterwards the stream of the Pusterthal. Wliile still in 
the gorge the sun, beginning to glishai through tlu‘ tnu's 
fringing the summit of the enormous j^recipiees to mir 
riglit, displavt'd to perfection the phenomenon described 
and explained by Professm* Tvndal in his work on tin* 
•Glaciers of th(‘ Alps/ The trees, \Nherever tlie sun's 
rays struck tluMii at the proper angle, wen* transtiguri*d 
into shape's of light, the entire form pe'ifectly retaineei, 
but brilliant as frosted silver. The rocks rise to a gn‘at 
heiglit on both sidles of the gorge, narrowing tin* view 
forward; then the road skirts the small lake* of Tt)l)lach ; 
and when the Pusterthal is fairly opened, tlu* Noric 
mountains having sunk out of sigljt to tin* north, tin' 
scenery is rather tame, only that villages jut out on every 
>ide, and crops an' iuight to the edgt* of the woods. Hut 
these again, as vou proceed <*astwa»*d, begin to slow tin* 
peculiar (arinthiaii characti-r; the pim*s, with their slmrl 
lateral l>ranches little better than Imp-poles at a dis- 
tance- giving a moimtcnous and bristly air to tlie land- 
scape. Th(j coin p<*nsat ions consist in tin* tew peeps of 
Dolomites on tin? sontliern sid<*, esjiecially of tin* Drei 
Schuster Spitzen near Innichen, a mountain wln’eli, on 
our first journey, we had christened the ‘ I)ia(h‘Tn,’ from 
its crowTi of airy tf)wers, but now found to b(*ar the 
plebeian designation of tin* ^ f'otdders/ At this time tln^ 
impreission it had fornn*rly made was scarcely borm* out, 
which we attributed to having seen so many giants of tlie 
Dolomites, that the edge of our ailrniration was blunted. 
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A tliird visit, however, two years afterwards, when, not 
content with the view from the ro?u], we explored the 
valley at its base, entirely nistored its supremacy. It is 
indeed one of the mightiest members of the group, and 
its soaring summit, jis seen from Innichen, may well chal- 
lenge \itry resj)eetful attention. The latest authority gives 
its height at 10, .*150 feet. 
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Hut, apart from scenery, there are sufficient sources of 
interest in this somewhat bleak portion of the Pusterthal. 
It is bleak because', at this point, it is nothing less than 
the waterslu'd between the Adriatic and Illack Seas: 
on its eastern side, shortly above Inniclien, the Drave 
begins to ripj)l(? towards the Danube, and yOu feel that 
you hav(' entered another geographical area. Sir. Inglis, 
one of the earliest tourists in the Tyrol — so early, that 
when li(‘ first saw its distant mountains from a church 
lowi‘r in Munich, In* om|uired w’hat they were- -Mr. ^ngIi^ 
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took the trouble to visit the source of this river, about 
two hours’ walk from Innichen. He describes it as ‘ wild 
without being imposing, a lake about half a mile across,* 
lying among the outposts of the mountains, but not at any 
great height, nor surrounded with any very striking 
features. The lake luus many tiny feeders, and the Drave 
issues from it in a stream, across which one can hop with- 
out difficulty.’ Yet the sight seems to have impressed 
him, for it leads to a chapter of lucubrations upon the 
sources of rivers in general — the result of a reverie sug- 
gested on the spot. Not a word, however, about the 
Dolomites ; one might have supposed them to have shot 
upward to the sky since he visited the country. Sir 
Humphry Davy was keener-sighted, though he mistook 
them for granite. 

There is yet another rejison why the traveller should 
not resign himself to napping as he descends this road. 
At Innichen the valley leading up to the Drei Schuster — 
the Sexten Thai — is miisked from sight by a long, low, 
wooded hill, which also hides from view all but the upper 
portion of the Schuster itself. You may chafe as we did 
to be deprived of what might prove a striking opening 
to a wild Dolomitic region; but that low hill once held 
a Roman city ! and if the Drei Schuster lias not 
sufficiently impressed you with its own commanding 
presence, look at it again with the thought that it wtis 
the familiar guardian, or perhaps evil genius, of Agun- 
tiiim. The selection of the site is easy to understand. 
Close to the midway waterslied it would command from 
end to end the whole valley of the Pusterthal, and in addi- 
tion would occupy the entrance to one of the easiest passes 
across the main Carnic chain. We have since crossed that 

* We strongly suspect that Inglis must have mistalccu the Tohlacher See, 
which lies on the other side of the watershed, for tlie sourct* of the Drave. 
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way by the Sexten Thai, and over the low col, to the Italian 
district of Comelico, communicating on the east by Sap- 
pada and Rigolato with the Tagliamento and Friuli, and 
therefore in Roman times with the great port of Aquileia ; 
and on the west with the Piave country and Belluno. On 
tfte grassy pine-covered hill, obscure mounds and depres- 
sions are the only vouchers for the assertions of anti- 
quaries. 

Yiit Innichen itself may be a relic of the former im- 
portance of the site. This village, otherwise not at all 
remarkable, possesses a fine Minster church of the thir- 
teenth century; close by is the large parish church, and 
in the outskirts a Franciscan monastery. The ecclesias- 
tical importance must have followed the military: no other 
reason for it can readily be found. The stately and grave 
interior of the Minster puts to shame that of the adjoin- 
ing parish church, which affects flamboyant classic, and 
flaunts all manner of abominations. A curious picture in 
the Minster vestibule represents the renewal or exten- 
sion of the Charter of the Chapter in the last century, by 
the prince-bishop of Hrixen, who, in ruffles and powdered 
wig, looks neither prince nor bishop, but reminds one of 
that mixture of feudalism and coxcombry to which the 
French Revolution put an end — an tuid of which the in- 
scription below is significant, for you read therein the 
ominous name of Napoleon. That remodeller of Europe 
put his finger upon this obscure spot in the map, and 
drew the frontier of IlljTia across the watershed, or- 
daining also that the Sexten Thai should be included 
within its limits. 

It was not till the later visit referred to, that we became 
acquainted with these, and other points of interest about 
Innichen. At present it was the Drei Schuster alone that 
drew our attention as we rolled by, white with dust, and 
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baked in tiu* siin, lanienfcin^* the -u^reeii AI[ks alotl we had 
so lately trod. Silli.ui was the first stji^e ; MittewahL 
where we dint'd, the seeond. 

Before reaehinjj^ NIittewald, tin* Lienz Dolomites he«>in 
to sliow theinstdvt's finely in profile, and the opening* to 
tin* Oail Thai is passed. A roiii^h horse-traek leads to fl, 
which would have serveil ns, bnt tluav wi'n^ ditlienlties in 
the way of entering* the \alh‘\ at this extremity; hdters, 
too, a fortnight old wen* waiting for ns at liii*nz, so we 
pjissed on thither, inh'nding to cross over to the (lail 
by a intwe practicable roatl h)Wer down. Tin* seent*rv 
rapidly gains in character after leaving Alitti'wahl; the 
valley narrows, and wootls swt‘e[) np rhe closing hiMs. 
One of the dt'ath pictures by flu* side of the way re- 
presented a wolf standing in a t'ontemplative attitiuh' 
ovt*r a man; the beast, we may suppose, had, some 
unlucky day, descended from the woods. They usnall\ 
tell you that both bears ami wolvt's come o\t*r in the 
spring, either from (’roatia or Hungary, and perhaps the 
visits of these animals may have some connection with the 
largt? dogs with which evc'ry inn Is furnisheil: a huge li«ni- 
like fellow winkt'dat us with one red eye all dinner-time at 
Mittewald. The narrowing valley soon lacomes a gorge. 
It is one of th«)Se historicid s|)ots of which Tyrol is full, 
for here, in the famous year Nim% a French g<*m*ral canu* 
to grief in attempting to forc<' his way. yeven hundred 
of his men were slnjt dead; the Tyrolese, up among the 
crags, were too good marksmen to merely wing tlieir men. 

Ifere, too, tilt; Drave hatl found a voice, as it rushed 
through the Idenzer Klause. The road clings to tlu' 
left-hand cliffs, and on tlitj tipposite sidt; rise the lofty 
forest- clothed Dolomites of Lienz. yuddenly is disclosed 
the noble far-sw(;eping valh'y — t.he true Dravi* Thai, at 
the head of which Lienz is situated. It w.as an intensel\ 
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hot aftoriiooii as w(3 (»iitored it.s straj^^linj^ strecjtH, driving 
lip to the I'ostjof whoso honest, perspiry, and ^ complimen- 
tiiry ’ landlord we had particular recollection. He met us 
perspiring and conipliinenting, as usual, and nothing 
altered in the lapse of years. Unluckily, the postmaster- 
general of the district was on his rounds, and, having 
engaged the best rooms, we were fain to be content with 
th(‘ prospect of the stable-yard. Just then the sun did 
not shine there, and that was enoiigli ; yet at night we lay 
in a bath, afflicted with every noise and smell pertaining 
to stables ; and at four in the morning a merry round of 
threshing from an adjoining floor shook us from uneasy 
slumbers. 

Everybody remarked upon the heat, so perhaps it is not 
peculiar to Lienz. The beautiful valley, both on this and 
the following day, was filled with a hazy glare; but on the 
evening of our arrival its repose was delicious, surveyed in 
the orange glow of twilight from the vantage ground of a 
small liill. There is much of the fine character of the valley 
of the Inn, due to the breadth, the numerous villages, the 
ciustles,tlie woods, and the superb mountain forms, which on 
the south rear their Dolomite walls with grand abruptness 
from the level floor of the valley. Northward, though there 
are purple abysses lifted up on high, and peeps of the Noric 
snows in a few placi*s,the valley is generally bounded by roll- 
ing orchard-covenul hills, rising into Carinthian woodland. 
The Drave itself is n(»t much seen — it hugs the southern 
precipices, and does not pass through Lienz. It is the Isel, 
descending from the Teffereggen Thai, and joining the 
Dravo just below, that rushes with amazing vehemence, 
like the Inn at Iimspruck, through the town. 

A little shopping at Lienz was not very satisfactory. 
The landlord, anxious to introduce us to tlu' best shops in 
the place, h*d the* way to certain dark-looking cellars, 
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where coarse goods of every kind were huddled together. 
‘Compliment/ said he, as he doffed his hat at each cellar 
door, and the politeness was reciprocfited within. J^iper 
was of antiquated size and texture; raisins, so useful to 
munch with dry bread on the hills, were no bigger than 
currants; and tea was 128. per pound. We were more 
successful in a call upon Amman, our gentlemanly driver 
of five years before. The good man Wiis probably in siesta, 
and bustled out, putting on his coat, bewildered at the 
unwonted crowd about his door ; yet he was not long in 
recognising his four ^Enghinder/ and was happy to uiuler- 
take our conveyance to the Gail Thai. 

Five miles down the valley, a little off the road, is the 
village of Ddlsach, nestled at the foot of the ridge whicli 
divides the Drave from the Moll Thai, and at the point 
where the rough track strikes (»ff to Winklern, and Heil- 
igenblut. We arranged a day’s excursion to the summit 
of the col, where, on our former journey, we had been so 
impressed with the view of the IJrave Valley and its Dolo- 
mites. As far as Diilsach we took one of those eiusy 
four-wlieels common in the country, wherein two sit 
comfortably on the <leep seJit behind, and other two, if 
necessary, upon the apron, dangling their legs \)ehiiid the 
horse's tail. When it came to Wc'dking — for aljove Ddlsach 
that is the needs must — the he.at inclined us to be content 
with reaching a few cottages about two-tbirds up the 
ascent. The inmates, unasked, brought out milk and 
flowers, and gathered round to see our sketches, and to 
identify the mountains, but especially their own portraits 
transferred to the sketch-book of A . The self-con- 

sciousness of ‘ Thomas,’ and ‘ Jolm,’ and ‘ Anna,’ during the 
sittings, and tlie glee of the spectators, were abundantly 
amusing. It was a happy morniog with a happy folk — 
they looked so, and why not? — on thcar grassy orchard 
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8lop(»8, with the blue vale beneath, cleft by the white stream 
of the Drave, and across it the uplifted grandeurs of the 
Wizard, woods wreathed about its base like the shadows 
of clouds. 

The clean little inn of Dblsach gave us an excellent 
dinner, and then we ought to have gone home, but I 
coveted a remembrance of the red-steepled church, seen 
from the heights above through a vista of pines, with 
the brilliant yellow sunlight streaming along the valley 
beyond; and thereby we came to trouble. We should 
have heeded low-rolling thunders far in the west. 
When at hist we started for the five miles’ walk in the 
‘ cool,’ the head of the Lienz valley was swallowed up 
in blackness, upon which lightning played incessantly. 
Soon it was darting, now on this side, now on that, as if 
s(»iircliing out objects of vengeance on the hills ; and each 
mountain form was successively blotted out by sheets of 
rain. There was nothing for it but to walk into the storm, 
which, on its part, advanced to meet us. Not a particle of 
slielter was to be found between us and Lienz, as the 
villages lit^ off the road, and the hay-sheds were all fas- 
tened. Not a creature was to be seen abroad, and the 
long stretches of sodden road looked dismal enough, though 
glittering under the flashes wdth the same varying colours 
we had noticed at liatzes — noiv crimson cand noiv blue. We 
were nearly at the entrance of Lienz before we obtained 
shelter in a small cottage ; it was yet an hour before the 
storm, still clinging to the hills, had passed down the val- 
ley ; and quite dark before, in sorry plight, we gained the 
inn, passing to our rooms throiigh the post-inspectors 
supper-party on the landing. As we afterwards heard 
a ludicrous attempt at ‘ (rod save the Queen,’ followed by 
much laughter, I suppose we were an incident to their 
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Amman aiul his vohii'lc won' rojuly at nino tlu^ lu'xl 
morning, when tho usual sploiulul sky reappoarcHl uvor- 
head, and a sun as liot jus t'vor. Wo had not jogged far 
out of Lieiiz ht'foiv wo wore visited witli that consoicMiHiit'Ss, 
occasionally so perplexing, of having at some previous timt' 
been placed in procist'ly duplicate circumstjineos. 'JTio 
explanation in this case was not difficult, fn this saim* 
carriage we had been packed five years before. The sjime 
Amman was sitting on the same seat; his jacket, a little 
tighter, was the same faded check with which we had 
grown familiar as we jogged to Hrixon ; and we verily 
believed the same horses were pulling at the same 
traces. He confi'ssed to the identity (»f both carriage and 
horses; we did not press the matter of tlie jacket; but 
e(piipage, party, and all, being tlms rt'produced, might just 
have wakened from a long nap to pursue the intiTrupttMl 
juurney. With what enviable monotony must the years 
roll by in LienzI 

Tliis time, however, our face's were set (*astward instead 
of westward, and in a couple of hours w(j had crossi'il tin* 
frontier from Tyrol into (.'arinthia, through which hiWrr 
province the Drave holds most of its way. Jh-ing tlu' 
direct route for Klagenfurt, the capital, we en(|uired after 
(jorgey, the celebrated Hungarian General, wlio, after sur- 
rendering his army to the Kussians in 1849, was allowed 
by the Austrian Government to reside in the neiglibour- 
hood of that city. ^ Ah,’ said Amman, rather (juiekly, ‘a 
traitor to his country! Yes, I have s(?en him; lie once 
came to Lienz, Imt no one would even lift liis hat to liiin.' 
At Caprile we had found Italian .sympathies. Here was a 
significant indication that Hungary pos.sessed some well- 
wishers. 

At Ober Drauberg, after dinner, Amman made his 
politest bow, but, whether through th(3 progri'ss of uhijus. 
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nr tlint it \v;is ilu* rnuhllt* of a street, omitted tlie kni^litly 
ob<*i.saiic(; hy which he 1i?m1 formerly distinguished hirnscdf. 
III? consigned us to a postillion, and n pair of stouter horses 
than his own, for the ascent by a country rojul out of the 
Drave Thai and the descent into that of the (rail. \Ve 
bade Amman good*l)y(i, for perhaps anoth(*r five years. In 
the mutation of all things, will he liave arrived at as much 
as new Imttous when we see him again ? 

Tlie steep and bad road by whicli we were now lifted 
out of tlie valley was only tolerable that sultry afternoon, 
as it wjis sliaded by thick woods. (Miurchill and I, with the 
fiostillion, panted up w'ithout our coats. J'^arther on, heavy 
timbers protected the edge from a deep ravine, full of 
trees; and in about two hours we reached green glades, 
whence a soft prospect opened to view the long-desired Gail 
Thai. Do you ask what we wanted there ? Turn, then, 
to the map ; see the long valley, marked but partially with 
a road, and learn that no tourist’s steps have ever refiched 
it I Do you not understand the yearning which seizes upon 
the travelh,*r\s soul when he hears of such a valley — remote, 
iinvisited ? If you do not, you will fail to appreciate our 
leelings as we crossed the dividing ridge that afternoon 
and tlirough tin? openings in the oak glades saw the vale 
at last — no stern, inaccessible seclusion, however ; simply a 
rich and smiling expanse, with houses and churches. Then 
it was hidden for a time, till the road pitched suddenly 
down upon it, where a tidy village sheltered under the 
hill. A comfortable-lo(»king inn threw open to the even- 
ing air tlie closi'd shutters of its two best guest-chambt‘rs 
for our reception; and, as fine organ tones were wafted in 
with the bree/.es from a large church opposite, it wa< 
dilTieult to believe that Kiitschach — that wiis its nann* — 
was really a village of tlie unknown valley of tlie Gail. 

• Manthi'n is marked in capitals in tin* map as the town 
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of importance hereabouts; but our postillion would only 
recognise Kotschach ; and a stroll across the valley that 
evening to the former place showed us a decayed village, 
once of note, when the now deserted pass of Santa Croce, 
which from this spot crosses the Carnic Alps, was in use, 
but which has fallen with the fortunes of the road. It 
was here the Counts of (Idrz, the owners of almost all 
the Gail Thai, lened toll — ‘mauth’ — upon all travellers, 
and the name remains to tell its former history. From a 
pilgrim-chapel on a height above Mauthen there is a good 
view of the (fail Thai — a long soft vista between wood(‘d 
hills, crowned by a few isolated and distant ashy-gn*y 
pinnacles of rock. We half suspected that nobody caim^ 
here, because there was nothing to come for. Ikdbre the 
week was out we had rectified that hasty judgment. 
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THE GAIL THAL. 

Anf (lor riockm iin<l its hojirty Dame— The ‘Romischer Weg’— The 
Volinik and Kollin Kofel — Kotschach and tht* Fi*sta— The rjrper 
Oail- Ilemiagor- Tin- Wiilfeiiia- Thr Oit'^ch Thai and a rhatty 
Driver — TheWei.ssensee— The erazyBoat Ik'wilderment — Approach 
to Tarvis— Austrian Alpine Roads —What we have done, and what 
we are going to do. 

Fkom tlie first moment of our descent into the Gail Thai 
we had been attracted by an opening into the hills behind 
Mantlien, in the direction of the Santa Croce pass. The 
track itself is interesting as an old Roman road. Pail of 
it we had already traversed in coming from Lienz — then 
Leontium — and it continued its course southwards over 
the opposite range to the port of Aquileia on the Adriatic. 
Once it was the most frequented way over these alps ; but 
when commerce deserted Aquileia, it deserted the road 
also. Tradition still speaks of Julius Caesar having crossed 
this way,’ and no doubt poor Briccius limped Jilong it vnth 
his bandaged foot. Beside the historic interest, however, 
there was the promise of striking scener3\ On the eastern 
sid(^ of the gap, just mentioned, rose a sharp conical 
mountain — the Polinik — of whose botanic treasures 
Churchill had note in his pocket-book. On the west- 
ern side huge bare bosses of Dolomitic rock peered up 
behind tlie nearer hills, and were identified as part of tlu‘ 
Kollin Kofel, or Monte (bgliano. Between the two the 
pass must lie, and somewhere up there would be Auf der 
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Pleokoii, half iiiu, half fnriiihoiiso, forintTly the IIospie(‘ 
of Santa Croee. It was tlu' vt‘ry spot for an aseent of tlu* 
Polinik, and a peep at the Friulian mountains — also, let 
ns liope, for a litth* fresli air: the stilling heat of these* 
valleys was takins:]j all nerves ont of ns. 

So, wakened at five the next morning by obstrepenons 
bells, and a fine swell of the or^au from the* church e)ver the 
way, where ])rocessions of j)ejisants wc*r(‘ already arrivin^^for 
soine^reat testa of the valley, we packed a conph* of knap- 
sacks, and despatclied S and A by a ron^h c.nrt, 

while we followed on foot. Crossing the* flat vallev, a 
third of whose width was occupied by the destructive* 
(iail, and ascendin<r by the little Pil^Tir) ('hapel we h ul 
visited the evening before, the track, just wide enoiit^h for 
a siny^le pair of wheels, became very steep and stony as it 
climbed tin' sid(‘s of a profoundly de(*p chasm. Have we 
not talk('d of eha*<ms and raviin*s till the reader is tir(*d of 
hearing of them ? Well, h(*r(» was a novel feature in a forest 
of the noblest b(*ech trees, shading tin* path for miles with 
their mossy firms. Their hiij^e bol(‘s j^limm(*red in the 
depths below, and stood in columned majesty on th(‘ 
liei;;'hts above. Villa;^'es, «»r even chalets, except a-t one 
spot, there were ii<»ne ; and we ]iow, tor tin* first time, 
recognised Sclavonic as the* lanj^uaj^ti of the few peasants 
we met. 

In about thre«; hours we stepped upon tin* open ^rass. 
Here the Polinik was on our loft; in front, a rocky 
wood-cover(*d barrier, tbrougli wliich there tumbled a 
hidden stream ; and to the rij^dit an open valley, whieh 
bore away, till abruptly closed in by thi* giant buttn*sses 
of the Kollin Kofel ~all naked, tr(*(jless rock. This val- 
ley — the Vahmtiner Thai*— was tenanted only hy a eluster 
of cattle-sheds, rangeil, as customary on the Italian sidi* 
of the Alps, in t(*rraciis one above another, tin* cattle them- 
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si‘lv(*s .*xt tins hour, as tlie tolescope discovered, browsinrr 
ill liirf^o h(*rds afjainst the sky upon hi<(h and steep slopes, 
which it was a marvel th(*y could reach, l.'p the tjarrier 
Ixdbrc us was our course, by a path of rattliiif' stoncis, 
sliad(‘d by tnxrs, and occasionally wet with the rills that 
^nished from the rocks. Surmounting^ this ascent, a ver- 
danl hollow appeared, holding in its bosom a lar^e and 
singular l)uildin^S with farmhouse appurtenances — the 
llosi)ic(‘ of Auf (ler Plecken. Ifere th(^ l)(»eches and chest- 
nuts for the most part ceased, and only sparse woods of 
pino hnn^ about the liills, as was natural to an altitude of 
nion‘ than 4, ()()() f(‘et : the solitude and breezy coolness 
w(*rc just wliat we wanted. 

A vi'iy liearty (lani<‘, full of liospitable bustle, received 
ns at th(‘ door, (‘specially gleeful wlum sJie found w^e were 
Kn<^di>h — the* first she had (*ver seen. In the excitement 
oK the occasion, c;very instant {^ave excuse for a peal of 
rin^in^ lauffhtcT — now at the discovery that we wert‘ 
uselessly puzzling* (‘ach other with Italian, sh(‘ beinj^ a 
native of Villaeh, and tht‘refore of (ituman stock; now at 

tlu‘ loops in S and A ’s dn^sses, which had 

thwarted her well-meant efforts to brush them strai.i(ht ; 
now at Ikt m(‘aon» bill of fare. When did sh(‘ not lan^h? 
Of eonrs(», in bni minut(*s we waTi* the best of fri(‘mls. A 
lar^(‘ stoiu* iiali ran throuj;h the houst‘, and above, a cor- 
ridor answa‘ring to it. Tlu* windows w’ere everywhere 
d(‘fendod by iron lattic(‘-w’ork of elaborat(‘ pattern, and 
old ]>ortraits in oil lini‘d the walls ; for the place, our 
hostess told ns, had l)(‘lonLf(Ml to a •hi^h familv.’ Kvcntlie 
bed-rooms waTe full of eimravin^s — some of them Enirlish 
prints of the last c<*ntiiry, such as the ” Xi^litman* * of 
Fuseli, and otln'rs. Three of tliest' chambers w’ere fitted 
up very comfortably ; but the rest, evidently of the old 
lIospie(‘ type, wa re narrow, and crowded with beds, appro- 
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priate to the time when travellers were expected to lie 
pretty close, and did not mind it on winter nights. 

We had arrived at noon, and enquiries about dinner at 
once betrayed that dearth of meat which is characteristic 
of the Italian frontier; nevertheless, a fair repast wsus 
provided with no unreasonable dehiy. Soup, with the 
necks and gizzards of a couple of fowls, to be fished for 
therein ; a pudding, very good ; and the remaining odd 
bits of fowl browned with bread-crumbs — that was all : it 
was of no use suggesting either a salad, potatoes, or rice. 
In such a dinner one learns toi be chary of morsels, and to 
be rigidly just in their apportionment. It is too serious 
if one’s neighbour’s plate shows an extra claw. Tea-time, 
too, is a hungry occjision. Here, fortunately, there werc^ 
eggs in plenty, but no egg-cups ; and observe, it re(|uires 
some dexterity to butter your bread with one hand while 
you hold your egg wdth the other. 

These few privations, howxwer, did not prevent our 
spending here three very pleasc'iut days, during which W(‘ 
pretty well explored the paths ; and (Churchill ascended 
the Poliiiik, whose speciality was well known at th(5 
Hospice. No less a person than the late King of Saxony, 
a devoted botanist, had once been tempted here by its 
proximity, and the floral treasures of the district. 

A ruined building, once the much-sought chapel of 
‘ Maria Schnee,’ stood a little l)ey()nd the hous(? ; and 
beside it the track of the old road passed on with many 
windings up the green hill-sides into the sloping woods, 
and so along a narrow terrace cut in the mountain-flank 
to the summit of the pass.^ Here stern walls of rock, 
closing and retreating for about half a mile, present the 
aspect rather of a Pyrenean port than of an Alpine col, 


* Abouf 4,000 fort abovf the soa. 
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and approached in eitJier direction hav(5 a striking effcjct. 
'rvvic(j we took our evening walk through tliis tempting 
|)ortal into Venetia, but the only prospect forward was 
into gidfs of wood, among rounded and solitary hills, 
dreaming in tliat hazy beauty which is characteristic of 
tlie Italian lake districts. There is no traffic except 
that of light and narrow carts, carrying a score of sawn 
planks a-piece ; and the road admits only one of these 
at a time. Nor do they cross the summit southward. 
Tlu‘ir loads are deposited at the top of the pass, in 
charge of the owner of a solitary hut, and are afterwards 
taken away by a similar set of carts on the Italian side. 
They are all in the employment of a Trieste company, 
wlio have contracted for the timber of the neigld>ouring 
mountains, and keep the road in sufficient repair for their 
purposes. 

On the south side of tin* pass flie road is carried, in 
some places, on wooden brackets round tlie fac(‘S of preci- 
])ices, and across the deep scores of torrents. Both props 
and flooring are here and tluTe decayed, and through 
various holes, into which the foot might easily slip, the 
blue de])ths below are visible. Two hours farther, and 
Timau, the first village, called also Tischlwang, is reached, 
whose population, with that of three hamlets in neigh- 
bouring valleys w’estward, speak a dialect of tierman so 
peculiar as to require the services of a native-born priest ; 
no otlier could make himsidf umlerstood. A Carintluan 
writer eonjeetures that their origin dates back to the 
period of the first movements of the (Jerman tribes to- 
wards Italy. A careful cidlection of their vocabulary by 
a competent hand, might recover some new and interesting 
forms of Old German. 

How the original lioman n^ad was engineered on the 
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south side of tlie pass it would be interesting to det(»rniin(' 
with exactness. That it came through the gap abovts is 
certain from the nature of tlu‘ riilge, even witliout the 
testimony of two wt'athered Latin inscriptions upon tin* 
rocks. It did not, howt'VtT, turn, as Die present road dot^s, 
to the left, and across the ])recipitous faces just mentiom*d, 
for traces of it are still diset‘rnibh» on tin* right, imme- 
<liately aftt*r leaving tln‘ jaws of the pass. Here it sIojk's 
dowTiward for some distance, and then, a|)pannjtly return- 
ing upon itself, rises to smne three hundred feet abov(‘ its 
first point of issue. This very singular arrangement scvu\h 
to have puzzled some explorers, but can easily bo (explained, 
if, instead of being parts of one road, the two porticms 
belong to two roails, the result of an alteration of level at 
some period. That both are Homan is evident from un- 
doubted marks of autiijuity. The det‘p ruts, four inelu's 
wide, are there lus the ancient chariots K*ft them, whenever 
tlie solid blocks of stone remain. And more than this; of 
the two inscriptions referred to, iUie belongs to ilu* lowta*, 
and the other to the U])per, reach of road. 

Of these inscriptions, the tirst — lht‘ lowin'- -is the more 
curious. For cculiiri(‘S it has l»een claimed as offering con- 
clusive proof that the road over this pass was iM)nstruct(‘d, 
or made practicable for vehich^s, by Julius ()a‘sar hiniM'lf. 
Vet of all the various transcriptions, of which ii dozen 
might be quoted, no two are exactly alike; and the last 
transcriber — a writer in a (nriiithiaii journal, who visited 
the spot in 18 oo, and whose copy (dnirchill took the 
trouble to verify — do(?s not find th(‘ name of ( a'sar at all. 
Most of the others, beginning with one in the tifteenth 
century, profess to have distinctly siuni ^C. Julius (^-esar, 
viam hanc rot F.’ (rotabilinn fecit). 

The entire inscription, iis given by tlie writer in the 
journal, runs Ihiis: — 
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KKSl’KCTV . ET 

. H . S. 

N . R . ICIINI . . 

VKCP . 

(JAl- . LI . K . . 

SEIiV . 

. . . ALPIN . 


VVM 

.... j 

JtJClJTA . . . 

. . VN i 

TAM . . . 8T 


SKXTO .... 



Yet, that Julius Cassar did construct the road, and even 
held it of {^reat importance in his operations, is probable 
from evidence which has been educed, with care and ful- 
ness, by th(i latest historian of Carinthia, Von Ankershofen. 
It is certain that three of Caesar’s legions had their winter 
(juarters near Acpiileia, and named after him two places, 
Forum Julii and Juliiim Carnicum, both in the direct line 
between Aquileia and the Plecken Alp. The second of 
the two is still known as Zuglio, a village between Faluzza 
and Tolmezzo ; and the Gail Thai itself is said to be none 
other tlian the old Vallis Julia.* 

The first inscription is at, perhaps, fifty yards from the 
mouth of the pass, on a smoothed face of rock, obscured 
by bushes, and three or four feet above the surface of the 
paved road. 

The second inscription is found on a similar, but much 
larger, face of rock, at the upper bend of road, and about 
six feet above it. Jt is thus given by the latest tran- 
scriber : — 


* Paulus Diaooiiiis, tlio L>niluinl liistorian, sj.>caks of thi^ vallt'v iimlor 
tin- iianic of ‘Zi'lliji;’ siml it is rcniarkubio that oiu* of tlu* namos i>f th.- 
Kollin Kofd'l is ‘Dor Grosso /olloii,’ wliilo its iioijrlil unir, oaisiwanl, 
li»oking the pass, is oalloil • r)or Kleiiu* 
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. . . IS ( KTKkisqve did 

MO . . SOLEMNK VOTVM Dl 

IIKKMIAS . SVSrEPTOR OrEKlS AKTEKNl 
TITVLVM IM . . MEM MONTEM AIA'INUM 
IX(JENTEM LITTEKIS INSOIMESIT OVOT 
SA . PE INVIVM (’OMIANTIVM PEKK’IATAN . 
rOPVLO AD PONTEM TRANSITVM NON 
I'l.ACVlT (A'KAE ET ATTIO IIKAETIANO 
H OKVM VI KO OliNATO VI AM NOV . . 
DEMONSTKANTE UEIOIIA . MVLT . NI 
MIS PIPES Ol’EfUSOVK PAR . TVS VNA 
NIMES OMNF:^ HAM' VIAM EXPLKTIT . . 


It’ the * Main Ncn ' in tiu; ninth line he eorreet, it is 
ileeisive as to an alteration r4>a(l at a later date* than 
that of the first inseription. It may have been earriinl at 
this hightT level to avoid the fall of roeks \vhieh are 
thickly St r(‘wn in tlu* interval between its upper and lower 
course. There is a third iiiseriptitni, near Timau, for a 
copy of which we are indebted to Anktnshofen • 


MVNTPICENTIAD . D. AVliOVE 
N. N. HoriTEK VPJ HOMINES ET 
AM M A U A ( ’ V M 1 *E K I C V I .( ) 
(’OMMEAJJANT APEKTVM EST 
eVKANTE APINTO TEAM. 

MATTO eVK . K . . PAV ... A 
P . D . D NNN . . VALENTIMANO 
ET VALENTE. AVOO. IIll. CO. . . 


'J'hese inscriptions, particularly the last, show that tlH*ii, 
as now, Alpine roads were fretjuently a pny to the eh*- 
inents; and illustrate also the e;\re ljostowi*d from time 
t(» tinf(‘ on this urn* l»y the Imperial ^overnimmt, fnnn 
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('a'sar to Valontiniaii. The stages upon it from Aquileia 
to lionciiini (Lienz) anj ^iven in the ‘Antonine Itinerary.’ 

Each evening that we returned after dark by the gat(^ 
of thci pass from the Vcmetian to tliti (.’arinthian side, the 
lights of the hospices were seen sparkling cheerily below, 
as soon as the passage was clcfired. A hospitable welcome 
was always nwly — the salh; in bright illumination, a white 
(jloth laid for tc^a, an<l muslin curtains drawn over the 
windows. They liad clearly an ey<* for comfort, and tea 
was h(*re no conventional term ; we had actually discovered 
enough for two makings in a small paper tray, among 
some curiosities preserved by our hostess. The precious 
store liad been left by some Villach visitor of peculiar 
tastes, and, our own stock being nearly exhausted, was 
cheerfully surrendered to our use ; to witness the concoc- 
tion of the bevcTagc was rewjird enough. This was the 
hour when the good lady was most at leisure for conversa- 
tion ; and Frau Claus soon showed lierself a person of 
intelligence, as well jis of the most abundant goodnatun*. 
She had supplied herself with a tolerable store of books 
for winter Heading, whili* her maidens spun, and her <>wii 
lingers were busy with the knitting needles. In this 
occupation her industry was marvellous. She showed us, 
among other n'sults, a c<unplete set of ornamental bed- 
furniture ; and as for stockings, she was a good daughter 
t)f lier mother, win) ju’esentod her on h(»r marrhxge day 
with a hundred and tifty pairs, knitted with her own 
hands. The whole family remain at the hospice till im- 
mediately before (’hristmas, when they descend in sledges to 
Mauthen, leaving two or three men to attend to the cattle, 
and receive chance wayfarers, for the pass is in use through- 
out the year. At the beginning of March, just before the 
greatest fall of snow, they return, and have then been 
sometimes shut up for several weeks. The Frau was 
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related to the original owner of the property, which now 
belongs to herself and Iut husband. It pastures a large 
number of cattle, which in summer is incrciisod by flocks 
and herds from Italy, paying a rent of one zwanzigor per 
head per month. 

Frau Claus’s most interesting communicjitions, however, 
referred to the customs of her mnghbours, tlui Slovenes, 
who are the principal inhabitants of th(» middle and lower 
Gail Thai. When the labours of summer are over, come 
games and weddings — the latter invariably in the winter. 
Among the games is the ‘ Kufenstechen,’ supposed to be 
of great antiquity. A barrel of beer is set up, and liorse- 
men, riding at full speed, thrust at it as they dash by with 
sharp-pointed poles : he who first succeeds in staving in 
the barrel receives, as prize, a wreath and a measure of 
wine. The feat recpiires great strength, as w(‘ll as skill. 
Their dances also are peculiar. The ‘ Hohe Tanz,’ a very 
violent and saltatory affair, in which only the unmarried 
take part, rivals, in Slovenic aiiHcjuity, the game of the 
^ Kiifensteehen.’ It is commenced by tlie’ wonnui alom*, 
who, from time to time, and after ccutain tantalising 
delays, condescend to seh*ct their partners from among 
the waiting crowd of men. The Sloveiiic bride* always 
wears black, with a white veil, and a wreath of flowers. 
After the wedding, her parents are presented by the bride- 
groom with wdiie in which to wash their hands; and as 
she approaches her hus]>and’s hous(‘, sev(*ral cliildren, eacli 
W'ith a piece of cake, are despatched to run through 
every room, propitiating good luck thereby in tbe sliape 
of a large family, and plenty for th(*in. Stranger still, 
before the bride sets foot on tin; threshold, a hen, intended 
to represent the Holy Spirit, is made to fly over her head 
into the house ! 

Our lively hostess had frequently particip^ited in these 
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(•i*r(»in()nies. Her early years had been passed among the 
Slovenes, and slie was of a very social disposition. Gene- 
rally, the Slovenes live very much to themselves in retired 
districts, and seem to be viewed with some distaste by 
their German neighbours, who, annoyed apparently at the 
Sloveiiie speech, rather testily assert they could talk 
‘ I)euts(^h ’ well enough, if tliey liked. 

hVau Claus had much to enquire about England, and 
took great amusement in an English lesson. She was a 
(juick pupil; but ^How do you do?’ ‘Good night,’ and a 
few other examples, sf)on sent her off in fits of laughter to 
repeat them to the rest of the establishment. Yet the 
merry (hum* had her troubles, and the lack of suitable 
far<i for har guests was one.* Her spirits, and ours also, 
wei-e somewhat d(.*pressed at the unsatisfactory nature .of 
the scjcond day’s dinner. Hut the next morning she 
announced with gle(j the arrival of fresh meat, for which, 
it was susp(3cted, her husband had been despatched to the 
Gail Thai th<^ night b<*fore, after the good man had 
finished his hard day’s work on the hay slopes. Hay- 
making, in addition to the ordinary tending of tlie cattle, 
was the great occupation just now. Many servants, male 
and female, came in to supper every night in the ample 
kitchen, and there, in the gloaming, ‘ kneeling on their 
knees,’ recited their evening litany before going to bed. 
Since leaving German Tyrol we had lost this pious prac- 
tice ; but it well accorded with the patriarchal simplicity 
and seclusion of this mountain farm. 

The ascent of the Pollinik, nearly 8,000 feet above the 
sea, scarcely repaid the labour, as the plants were burnt 
up by heat ; but the view from the summit displayed 


* Wi- arc bound fo mention that on a subsequont visit of C and 

A (18GH), extendinjr oyer eleven days, the mt'at provided wa.s abundant 

and good. 
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nearly the whole course of the (rail, the picturesque and 
numerous forms of the Lienz Dolomites, and the peaks 
of their opposite and far more lofty neiohboiir, Monte 
Cogliauo (the Kollin), with a small glacier running down 
from them almost to tlie edge of its magnificent preci- 
pice/ The summit of the FoIIinik is a narrow edg(‘, a few 
feet long, and less than a foot wide, crowning a cap of 
Dolomite (lertdle or debris. 

A small lake lies over the head of the Valentiner Thai, 
called the Wolayer See, nestled at the roots of the north- 
west face of the K<illin Kofel at a great ehwation ; this 
we ought to have visited ; but no one could be spared as 
guide, or to carry provisions for the long day re(iuisite. 
We therefore pem^trated only so far up the uninluil»ited 
valley of the Valentiner as to disclose a grand view of the 
Kollin Kofel, rising like an enormous Egyptian Pylon at 
the furthest end. Its summit, broken into a succession 
of cones, and the sheer flatness of its walled siiles, give 
it a most peculiar appearance. A wooilland terrace path, 
dark with beech umbrage, leads into the Vah‘ntiner Thai 
from Auf der Plecken ; its principal use must be to reach 
the cattle-sheds, or to give access to the woodmen, two or 
three of wlioyi, speaking only Hlovenic, we eneonnttTt^d, 
hacking wastefully at iioblci tr(*es. Much rc'ckless de- 


* Moiitf I’arallja, on lln* soiitJi side of ihe (iail Thai, S,S12 Kn/^lish 
has hitherto been tonsiileretl lln- highest of th*- Caniie AIjh. On the 22nd 
of September 1S62, however, Eilmund Von Mojsisovies asceinh-«l the Kollin 
Spitzo, and, as the m<*aii of three* barometer observations, made its height 
8,467 V'ieiina feet, or thirty fe< t less than the Parsilba; while the two Keller 
►Spitzen, part of the Kollin Mushive, standing a little to the west, w’liivh he 
found he could not cliinls he estim;ited at 6l)0 feet higln r, or y,0()0 Vienna 
feet— 9,3.‘13 English, which is only 37 feet less than the Tfrglou! 

The glacier lies at a height of more than 0,000 feet above the sea, below 
the three peaks of the Kollin Massive, an«l shut in on tin* east and west by 
high preciiatous ridges, running northward to tin* Valentiner Thai. 




K*n I IX Korni.. 


To some reudors it may be interesting to know that iny 
friend Churchill, during his last visit to the hospice, found 
specimens of a fern, which, on comparison in England 
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with fronds from North America, proved to ludon^ to 
Troo(7s/(it (jlabellu^ a [)hint hitherto supposed to be absent 
from Europe, and only to be met with in Arctic North 
America. It had, however, been very recently detected 
in small quantity in the Sexten Thai and Brags Thai — 
two lateral valleys of the Puster Thai, in Tyrol. 

On the last evening of our stay — Saturday — wo strolled 
a short distance up the side of the Pollinik, for a general 
survey of Auf dor Plocken. Into its verdant basin the 
moon ])resently began to pour her rays, contesting with 
the crimson glow of sunset ; while from t‘very rocky steej), 
far up to where the eye could scarcely distinguish the 
atomies, resounded the calls of the herdsmen collecting 
the sheep, goats, and cattle, to be folded for the night. 
It was a prett}" sight to >vatch tlumi dropping from im- 
possible heights — trickling like comfits poured out of a 
bag down their accustome<l narrow paths to wh(‘r(‘, on 
some green ledge or recess in the woods, tlu' sh*eping- 
sheds w(‘re placed, tier above tier. It was almost dusk 
before all were gathered; and then how still it was! On 
all sides above the drapery of wood rose, iuterspers(‘d with 
open alp, cones, bosses, turret walls of rock, pale among 
tlie stars, lielow, in the dark hollow, the hospice lights 
answered to those serener ones above, and centred in 
themselves the sole human interest of the scene. 

We had purposely avoided returning to Kiitsehach that 
evening, knowing that the only Sunday (piiet to he found 
in these countries is out of doors, and that the walk down 
tJie beech-shaded ravine, taken leisurely, would afford tlie 
best oppoilunity for it. 1 think our departure relieved 
our good friend from culminating anxieties as to another 
day’s dinner ; and we delighted hey much by leaving our 
names and addresses at full leijgth in a book intended 
for the purpose, but whicli was nearly blank. Her final 
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English losson — an exercise in their pn)nunciation — ended, 
tis usual, in an explosion of laughter. A boy accompanied 
us to carry our few belongings, and for a visit to the 
lower world of the valley — the only world to him. He 
had adopted shoes and ragged stockings for the occasion ; 
but they proved too incommodious, and were presently 
(lispos(Hl with infinite care behind some fronds of fern, 
to be reclaimed on his return. 

They had spoken of a festa in the valley, in honour 
of the Emperor’s birthday; but we did not realise its 
possible inconvenience till, clear of the ravine, we stood 
upon the last rocky and pine-covered steep which over- 
hangs the (lail. There, with Mautheri at tlie foot of 
tluj green slopes beneath us, and Kdtschach opposite on 
the further side of the stream, the clangour of bells first 
broke upon our (‘ars, and glimpses of flags and of moving 
crowds shimmered in the hot sunlight among the trees 
in the distance. Descending to the valley, we were soon 
in the midst of them. All the peasantry of the Gail Thai 
seemed to be there, from their number, and as Kiitschach 
])ossesses the largest church, so it may have been. Church, 
and cliurchyard too, must have been full that day ; and 
as we approached the inn, every window and door ap- 
pi^ared stuffed with heads or backs. To our great relief, 
however, the keys of our rooms were safe at the sturdy 
waist of the Kellneriu ; our darkened chambers were empty 
and cool ; and dinner was soon provided in a style far 
beyond the means of poor Auf der Plecken. Yet, as soon 
as the sun hung low, we were glad to escape into the 
woody uplands above the village, where, as the noise of tlie 
merriment faintly floated from below, the festa, separated 
from its accompaniments, could be pleasantly idealised, 
and the far-stretching valley also, as it lay bathed in 
softening light.. It was the place and hour to decide a 
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question : Should wo, <»n the morrow, ascend or d<»sc(md 
the Gail Thai? 

The upper Gail, called also the J^essach Thai, bearinj;* 
away to the rii:>;ht as we iiowlookinl down from the north(‘rn 
slope of the valley, forms about a third of its (aitire length, 
and is traversed only by a rough horse-track. It is dividcnl 
from tlie middle Gail, commencing at Kiitschach, by one 
of those barri(Ts of rock and wood which so often separate^ 
the ‘Ober’ from tlie ‘Unter’ in Alpine valleys. Sta. IMaria 
Jjikaii is its princii^l villages ainl, judging from the mnj) 
and the information we could collect, th(‘ mountains on 
both sides are lofty and picturesque. Those W(^ had seen 
from Lionz, magnifict'iit in their mural precipices, must 
abut upon it from tlu‘ north: and ]Monti Antola, Paralba, 
and others, if they are worthy bretlu*en of the Pollinik and 
Kollin Kofel, with which they stand in lint', must furnish 
some grand sceneiy on the south. It was tempting; ytd, 
on the whole, having imjxu'tant districts — those of the 
Terglou and the Steiner Alp — yet to explort', and an 
attniction, still to bo mentioned, in the lower Gail Thai: 
having also dt'VottMl so much time to Aiif der INecken, wi‘ 
elected to abandon — to the rt?ader, if he choosi's — the un- 
trod rt'gion (»f the upper Gail. Yet, if anyone be minded to 
achieve the honours of exploration, h*t him lose no tiim*, 
or he may chance to find that we have repaired our neglect 
— perhaps encounter there our veritable s(‘lves; in tin* 
latter event, we hereby invite him to supper; or rather, 
to that * pot-luck’ which, in these parts, is a serious 
contingency. 

Thus arranging our plans, evening drew on — that beau- 
tiful time, in these southern climates, when colours deepen 
into hues so wonderful, and all the poetry of the land- 
scape is breathed out into the Jiit*, and conversation dies 
into reverie. It was late when we descended to the inn. 
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which was still a noisy place?, so many people prefeiTin^ to 
enjoy tlie moonlight, and to bandy their liarsh gutturals in 
interminable discussion, close \inder our windows. Sleep 
for several hours wiis impossible, for if any pause occurred, 
the watchman filled it, chanting his verse, or the implacable 
church clock seized the opportunity to strike the (|uart(jrs. 

On Monday morning, the first cloud we had seen for 
many days barred the Dollinik, and spread in a fleecy veil 
over the liollow of Auf der Plecken; but it was still bright 
and hot as we left Kdtschach, turning eastward down 
the leTigthening and widening valley. Our vehicles were 
two light little wicker ‘ wagen,’ of true Carinthian type; in 
which, as in the ever-memorable ]Malnitz drive, our bag- 
gage, ourselves, and a tpiantity of hay, were speedily 
shaktm up together in a formless heap, and powdered w'ith 
pitiless dust. 

Our destination was Hermagor, about twenty-two miles 
below Kdtschach. The whole of this portion of the Grail 
Thai is richly wooded in great slopes and terraces up the 
sides, while the bottom is either rank and marshy, or 
stony, as the river wastes and wanders from side to side, 
compelling the road to avoid it by skirting the foot of the 
northern hills. The slopes are, in fact, extensive fans of 
debris that have been shot out from what are, in the summer 
si^ason, dry gullies, running down from the northern ridge. 
In more than one instance the}' projected nearly across the 
valley, and pushed the Gail close up to the foot of the 
opposite, or southern, hills. Churches, usually perched 
upon the ridges of these fans, were both few and small, 
with grey shingle-covered spires, after the manner of 
Essex; but the resemblance to anything English ceased 
with tlie spire, for all, and even road-side shrines, had 
imormous open porches, sometimes as large as the building 
itself (‘vidently a provision ;igainst heat. The dress of 
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the women, too, looked lik(‘ lu])our under a swelterinfj 
sun, the neat felt hat and clean stockings of the mountain 
peasant girl giving place to a red handkerchief bound 
across swarthy brows, and to naked brown legs, the petti- 
coats reaching only to the knee. 

During the greater part of the day the sharp-pointed 
Pollinik was the principal feature, wherever the turns of 
the road invited a backward view up the valley; but a 
striking-looking mountain, occupying tin* opposite sidt^ of 
the Gail, gradually took possession of the prospect in fnmt. 
It proved to be the Gartner Kogel, of which we shall have 
much to say. We knew nothing of it yet, and little sus- 
pected the interest it would presently excite. 

After sheltering for an hour or two from the mid-day 
heat in a small village inn, \ve reached Hermagor, pic- 
turesquely situated at the entrance of the Gitsch Thai, 
about four o’clock. We were charmed with its (juaint and 
sequestered look, as we turned into its single street of clean 
large-eaved houses, where with some difficulty we hit upon 
an inn, ^Zum Mohren,’ — also a shop, — ^just opposite the 
church. Two small, but quite tdegantly-funiished rooms, 
opened on each side of the upstairs landing, and a funny 
old woman, assisted by an active lad, took us briskly in 
hand, promising a speedy dinner. The failure was in the 
speediness, and perhaps in the pudding, which, immediately 
following the soup, we took tlie liberty of postponing till 
the next course had been served. Alas I in the interval its 
goodly and delicate j^roportions had collapsed to the 
bottom of the dish ; and the old lady wh(», (expecting 
congratulations on her triumph, liad timed a flying visit 
from the kitchen for the moment wlieii its excellence 
should have been demonstrated, was haul and dramatic 
in her lamentations over our perv.ersity. 

hi the balmy evening we saunttfred up the Gitsch Thai. 
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A solitary cliapcl on a rising ground, hard hy a quaint- 
looking building, whose conical -roofed towers spoke of 
some ancient lordship of these parts, soon tempted us out 
of tlie road, and across open fields of corn and maize, as 
much for the point of view which would be afforded, as 
from curiosity respecting the antique edifices that occupied 
the spot. We found that the castle was now a farm ; its 
moat, and gateway, and crazy gates, guarding only the 
wains and stalls of the farmyard, and the old walls so 
hidden among sheds and bushes, that there was less to be 
seen near than at a distance.* The adjacent church, with 
bare whitewashed walls, stood upon a small patch of turf 
open to the fields, and offering a cliarming prospect. Be- 
low lay Hermagor, shrouded in trees ; the broad Gail Thai 
beyond was shut off by pine-covered hills, stretching in 
long line down the valley behind the town ; but askance, 
to tlu3 east, the eye pfissed down through the opening of the 
Gitsch Thai, and was arrested by a magnificent mountain 
mass — pale red, yellow, and purple, seamed and scarred, 
and burning in the sunlight. This was the Dobratsch, the 
great bulwark marking the junction of the Gait valley 
with that of the Drave, and which, opposite the pass of the 
l^redil, southward, occupies a most conspicuous position. 
Its huge bulk was repeatedly in sight for nearly a fortnight 
afterwards. Westward of our point of view were the soft 
glades of the Gitsch Thai, sinking into evening shadow. 

The landlord or pruicipaley as in the odd mixture of 
languages in these parts they called him, had not been at 
home on our arrival, but appeared on our return to the 
inn. At the first casual (juestion addressed to him, ^ Ah,’ 


* Two years aUcrwai'ds gateway, walls, aiul moat were gone — not the 
only sign that tho spirit of innovation liatl sei/eil in>oii Hermagor. One 
ot till' neighbouring Hauers, tor no personal reas«in that we eouhl tinil, had 
iihseribed ‘ N< u Aiiu'riea’ upon his feiieo. 
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said lie, ^you oorno for the Now this was whnt 

we had come for; and it is what any stranger visiting 
Hermagor does i‘ome for, such stranger being pretty ci‘r- 
tainly some roving botanist, whom the fame of the Wnl- 
fenhi has drawn to that remote spot. Now I must not 
anticipate what tlie projier authority will havt‘ to say about 
this imicpie plant. I will merely premise, by way of 
indicating the kind of interest Avhich attaches to it, and to 
account for the prominence it took in our after arrang(‘- 
ments, that it possesses no other known liabitat on the 
surface of the globe, than a particular mountain in tliis 
neighbourliood, — the same in fact wliose striking contour 
had challenged our attention as we descended the valley. 
It was discovered in 1779, by the botanist whose name it 
bears, Baron Wulf of Klagenfurt, on the northern slope 
of the Gartner, and the King of Saxony found also a 
locality for it upon the Nvestern spur of the same mountain; 
but tliat it should be confined to this one mountain is the 
more extraordinary, since there it flourishes in tl«5 gn^ati^st 
abundance, ruthlessly usurping in some ]ilac(\s all the soil 
to itself, and, unlike Alpine plants in general, is of larg(‘ 
size. How is its strange isolation to be accounted for ? 
Is it the relic of a flora wliich geologic changi‘s liave 
destroyed, and which this mountain top, islandiMl in th(3 
surrounding ruin, has alone preserved ? I must leave 
(fliurchill to tell us all he can aliout it, and of his 
successive visits to its m<amtaiii fortress. 

‘ You come for the ^Yldf(mla^^ said the landlord, ‘you 
will not find it in flower Imt in seed; ’ and so our liotanist's 
hopes were frustrated, as frecpiently of late, by the unusual 
heat of the summer r)f ’61. He engaged a guid(», however, 
for the morrow, and tlie rest of us arranged an excursion 
which had' formed a secondary object in coming Her- 
magor. I’his was a visit to th<* W'eisstai See, a long and 
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narrow lake in the hilly district between the valleys of the 
(Jail and the Drave; and accessible either from Greifen- 
berg in the Ifitter, or through the Gitsch Thai from the 
former. ‘ Murray ’ has a short paragraph about it, 
a propos of his description of the Drave scenery ; for, as I 
have mentioned, he leaves the Gail untouched, and we 
almost felt it a condescension to return into the domain of 
the ^ Red book.’ 

The morning’s drive to the head of the Gitsch Thai, 
some two hours, was through remarkably agreeable scenery, 
cheerful with farms, fields, and timber-shaded lanes ; the 
hill sides above, clothed with woods, a village here and 
there niched up between them. The driver, as is usual 
with such supernumeraries, had been a soldier, and wiis full 
of his Italian experiences in ’48, of the cities he had 
‘ occupied,’ and of Ids general, Radetsky. lie had not seen 
English before. ^ Not in Venice? ’ we exclaimed, which 
he had just described as ‘sehr lustig,’ ‘In Venice? ah, 
ye.;, and there one sees Turks also,’ an association we did 
not take to be very complimentary. The chatty fellow 
rattled on with his tongue, and his wheels, till we reached 
Weis.sbriach, the last village in the valley. Here he pro- 
posed leaving the carriage, as there wfis no inn at the lake : 
and ordering dinner for five o’clock we started on foot with 
our loquacious driver for guide, over the woody ridge which 
shuts in the \Veis.c;eii See on the south. 

It op('ned pleasantly to sight, a sequestered piece of 
water, as we crossed the summit, marked by a small shrine, 
and descended over rough heathery ground, very Scotch 
like, and then through lush hay meadows to its reedy 
borders. These meadows were full of those singular racks 
— somejtimes single, and stretching like walls across a 
valley iBB^metimes do\d)le, and roofed over like an open 
barnj — which abound through Carinthia and Carniola, and 


o 
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quite affect tlie appearance of the landscape. They are 
used during only about eight weeks in the year for drying 
the different crops. We struck the lake near its upper 
oxtromit}". Some distance lower down, a long, low, wooden 
bridge crossini at a narrow part to a cluster of houses, 
almost sufficient to compose a village; indeed the p(*asant 
habitations, clean and comfortable, and in cheerful con- 
tiguity, were sprinkled all along that opposite shore, open 
to the sunny south. A few boats and rafts h'uhm with hay, 
were paddling over the glittering waters, and the people 
were busy with tluur autumn gatherings. 

The simplicity and completeness of tlie picture, as a 
rural spectacle — the suggestion of Arcadian peac(‘ — formed 
its attraction. The pastures on the on(» side, the orchards 
on the other ; the soft woodlands above, the softer lake 
below, with its gliding boats and fringe of white home- 
steads, breathed gentle poetry, and gave an idyllic cluirm 
to a scene destitute of any marked feature, either of 
grandeur or beauty. 

We liargained with a good-natured, but ratlier reluctant 
peasant, to put us <lowii tlie lake as far as time allow(*d ; 
and dismissed our talkative companion to wait for ns at 
Weissbriacli. But tlie boat, which we bad not pnivionsly 
examined, proved to be simply a straight-sided, flat- 
liottomed packing-case, or open coffin, v(*ry narrow, and 
of course witliout seats, wliieli were irnproviseil with a 
loose board or two, put across from rim to rim. jNIy two 
companions having scarce!}" room to sit side by side, 
adjust(?d themselves with difficulty, and with an expres- 
sion of countenance which did not liode a happy voyage ; 
and when we pushed into the poppling water, which 
a sudden breeze had ruffled, and the peasant boatman 
sitting in a helpless way at th(i hinder end, for it could not 
be called the stem, rocked the frail bark with each stroke 
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of a wrotclujcl little paddle — dipped Ot.'djeltc; fashion, first 
on one side and then on the other — their alarm rendered 
it advisable to l)ring the expedition to a speedy end, and 
instead of continuing down the lake, we larnied soon 
as might be on the opposite shore. There a shady lane 
dodged among houses and orclnirds, l)ut arriving at the 
bridge, we recrosscjd the lake and walked for two or three 
miles along its grassy margin. That side was open and 
tenant less, though valuable ;us pasture; and at various 
convenient points small woedtin jetties were constructed, 
wheri^ tlie raft of each proprietor lay moored, some of 
them big enough to hold a haystack, which indeed we 
more than once saw moving bodily over the water. 

We obtained no particular view, except of a solitary 
wat«‘rfall tumbling behind the roofs of some cottages on 
the other side; and, towards the lower end of the lake, of 
a mor(j precipitous closing in of the hills, that seemed to 
preclude space for further habitations, and to justify 
JMurray’s remark that the finest scenery, if the less cheer- 
ful, is to he found in that direction. He speaks, moreover, 
of the walk down the Stockenboyer Thai, beyond, as very 
agreeable, notwitlislanding numerous iron fi)rges; but that 
it tak(^s three hours from the extremity of the lake to 
reach flu* only inn. The valley eventually enters the 
Hravci Thai, near Paternion. From the spot we reached, 
tln^ Stalfberg, the highest mountain of the vicinity, 
might have been visible but for unwonted clouds that 
began to hang about the sky, and which, though m^t 
immediat('ly threatening, portended a change in the 
hitherto brilliant W'eather. 

Striking a dififereiit path from that by which we Iiad 
desei‘nded from tlie eol, we remounted the hill, turning 
frec|iiently for pleasant views of the stretch of water, and 
its quiet liabitations. One almost longed to return for good 
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to that peaceful shore, to paddle one’s own haystack, thresh 
one’s own corn, pick one’s own pears and walnuts, and so 
pass life, with no other mutations than those of the seasons, 
and no other incidimts than those that befal a few Iiomely 
hearths. What a dream it is ! I suppose that in evtuy 
such scene we fancy we detect a corner of the old 
Paradist*, left, like the Wulfenia^ astray in the world ; and 
truly it is a relic of things which the steam-horse is every- 
where ffist trampling under foot. 

Ketiirning into the Gitsch Thai, we dived through the 
woods by stony footpaths that crossed from angle* to angle 
of the road ; and finally down a steep slope (»f gniss, 
jilmost slippery enough for a glissade, into the village of 
Weissbriach, whose open green spaces, large sprc'ading 
trees, and cott<ages plotted about under their shade, 
almost transported us to rural England, — perhaps Ix^cause 
the Weis«en ,See had put us into a sentimental mood. It 
was late for dinner, and we walked briskly on to reach 
the inn. Ere long we spied its humble doorway, with 
our vehicle, as we had left it, drawn up under the eaves. 
Yet a chilly feeling of strangemus grew upon us jis we 
approached. The vehicle, like the ‘ deacon’s gig,’ looked 
as if it had run through another cycle of existence* since 
the morning. The house — yes, there were doors and 
windows, as w'e remembered them, but the n(*at parlour 
that had been ours - was now’ full of men and full of 
smoke I The landlord — he gazed at us with a stolid coun- 
tenance. Why the man is moon-struck, or (*lse w^e are ! 
We ventured on a question : — ‘ Ja,’ was the reply, ‘that is 
the “ w'agen” from Herrnagor.’ Curious ! but w'as it ou7^ 
wagen? We scrutinised the crazy thing for some decisive 
mark. The lining — was it yellow ? ‘ No— red ; ’ ‘ no, — 

certainly blue : ’ each colour liad its advocate. At last thf5 
handle of the break settled the matter ; ours, we agreed. 
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had none. * Ts there another inn?’ we asked. ‘ Ja,’ said 
the man, and pointed back the way we had come. More 
puzzlinjr still ! Yet back we went, and truly found 
another liostel, though undoubtedly on the wrong side of 
the rt^ad — unless there were two roads, to settle which 
l)oint we made desperate incursion upon the back premises, 
retreating the next moment, baffled and confounded. A 
dreadful suspicion now entered our minds that we had 
somehow come down the wrong hill, into the wrong vil- 
lage, perhaps into the wrong valley. * What is the name 
of this place?’ I asked, with my heart in my mouth. 

‘ Weissbriach.’ *And are there only two inns?’ M)nly 
two ; this and that other.’ One began to feel the horrible 
bewilderment of a dream, when things are like and not 
like, and you are yourself and somebody else at the same 
time, and every thing becomes another thing. Walking 

foster and foster, followed by S and A , now 

manifesting mutiny and utter distrust, which they might 
well do, seeing I had lost confidence in myself, I pushed 
on right through the village into open country again, 
where the prospect seemed hopeless enough. Fortunately 
at this moment, a passer-by threw sudden light upon the 
matter. Another inn, some quarter of a mile further, lay 
hidden among the trees ; and at the next turn the whole 
myst(‘ry was explained. We had passed this space un- 
luKHled in the morning, find had forgotten the relation of 
the village to the inn. There it now stood, just as it 
should be — carriage, and driver, and landlord, and chamber, 
restored in the twinkling of an eye to their right friendly 
and most welcome aspect. 

Under a lovely evening sky we enjoyed a delightful 
drive back to Hermagor. The hill-slopes on the left, 
shone in the western glow. Loreiizen, nestling among 
them, is the only village of importance after Weissbriach, 
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and a path leading from it over to the Weissen See would 
pleasantly vary a piulestrian excursion. Ihit a glini|)se 
down tlie val It w, and through its opening upon tin* (Jail 
Thai, riveted for the nioim*nt all t)ur attention. Suhliintj, 
cloud-piercing peaks stood suddenly reveaU‘d thert* in 
unexpected granthair, and white, either with snow or with 
the pale tints of Doloinitt'. They could he no otht‘r than 
the great Terglou group of ('arniolan mountains, guarding 
the head wat(‘rs of the Save and tlu^ Isonzo, when* th(‘ 
next portion of our journey lay. It was hut a glimpse, 
and they were gone. Then, as we ap|)roacheil II(‘rmagor, 
the Dobratsch, which, tlie ev(*ning before, wi* liad seen 
gloriously illuminated in opal tints, t!ue both to t^ e 
bistro of the atmosplien*, and to the dtdicacy of \f> roek- 
colouring, again stood nobly out to view, though onlv as 
a silhoin*tte of grey. 

Of course our driver could not be expecti'd to sym[)athise 
with evening reveries; and bedsides, hi‘ wanted to introduce 
his mother and family to our notice, who wmv keiping 
watch for our return on th(‘ Isdcony of their lioust* — a n*- 
spectable peasant abode. It was evident tliat his good 
fortune in having conduct(‘d us woidd be a distini*tion for 
the household. The mother looked proud and gratili(‘d, 
and every lad and lass was round-eyed and smiling. Th(\so 
attentions withdrew us from the poetry of natun* to that 
of life; and presently entering the cheerful little town at 
that foot pace Avhich, as in a royal progress, is cjuisi(h,*red 
the proper thing in a street, we encountered similar demon- 
strations of respectful admiration from doors and windows. 
We were happy to find Churchill just arrived from his 
Wulfania expedition. Discussing onr rt.‘S[)ectiv(? adven- 
tures, we made a cheerful tea-party — that is to say, when 
the usual difficulties, aggravated on this occasion by tlie 
perverse ingenuity of the old Kellrierin, had been over- 
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coino. Always great in her ideas, and always wrong, the 
old lady, observing that hot water was a considerable 
it(?in in our requirements, liit upon the notable expedient 
of a soup tureen, which, steaming with greasy water, was 
put upon the table. In this we were expected to concoct 
our tea, dispensing it with a ladle ! 

Over the tea-table we learnt from Churchill that his route 
had led him, in the first instance, directly southwards across 
the (iail, through the village of Aliklerndorf, and a scat- 
tered pine-wood growing upon the river alluvium, to the 
foot of the (lartner Kogel. The ascent, mostly through 
woods of beech and pine, commenced at a point where the 
Garnitz Ilach, rising in the llerg of the same name to the 
south of the peaks of the Gartner Kogel, issues out of a deep 
and narrow ‘ Graben ’ to join the waters of the main stream. 
Presently, at the edge of a precipice overlooking the more 
open part of the ravine, appeared a little chapel, dedicated 
to St. Urban, into which the guide entered and muttered a 
fi.w words of invocation. From this point the track skirted 
the edge of the ‘Graben’ — a ruinous, desolate-looking 
depth, in which the torrent of the Garnitz raved. Directly 
ojjposite, the bare crags of the many-peaked Gartner rose 
precipitously to the height of 7,200 feet, scored in the 
intervals between the peaks with long lines of debris. 
Compelled to follow the edges of the Graben, the track 
was very circuitous, but finally an alp, or spur, was reached 
at the foot of tlie actual peaks, occupied by a few miserable 
►Semi hiitte, and known as the Kiihwege Alp. Mainly on 
the north slopes of this alp wjus the Wtilfenia found; at 
first singly, but further on in large masses, partly in the 
shadii of pine trees, and partly in the open. Thousands 
of stems rose up within a comparatively small area, and 
scores of colonies in twos and threes — often of young 
plants — were scattered siDoradically around over a much 
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wider space. The habit of the plant would probably re- 
mind the unbotaiiical observer of a Foxylove ; it is about 
eighteen inches high, provided with a rosette of large 
scalloped leaves of a lettuce-like form, and a stem all but 
bare of leaves, crowned witli a spike of deep pur[)l e-blue 
flowers, all turning one way. Certainly, when in flower, 
the mass of colour must be visible at a great distance — lik(* 
that girdle of gentians which Mr. Ruskin describes as 
having vividly attracted his eye from a distance of sevm-al 
miles, near Landock, in North Tyrol. The German name 
of the plant is ‘ Hundzungi.V or ‘ lloundstongue,’ no doubt 
from the shape of the leaf. The height of the locality 
above the sea-level is probably not far sliort of (),()()() feet. 
At that time Churchill did not visit the opposite and, as it 
proved, more interesting side of the mountain. 

Hermagor, or more pn)perly, St. Hermagor, mJiv be 
considered the ecclesiastical centre of the Gail Thai. 
Although this little town, and a f(*w neighbouring places, 
are occupied by Germans, tin? whole of the remaiiuler of 
the lower Gail is inhabited by Slovenes, as the names of 
the villages testify. These are given both in German and 
Sclavonic on the boards, which, according to an excellent 
Austrian custom, are placed at the principal entrance of 
every village. The following may serve as a specimen of 
this system of double designation, although it belongs, not 
to the Gail Thai, but to the neighbouring valley of the 
Save : — 


DORF WURZKN 
BEZIRK KRONAU 
VaH Podkonsn 
Oki’aj Kraiiihlca Gora. 


The dialect is one of the brandies of the South Sclavic 
stock. 
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Some authorities are of opinion that these Slovenes are 
part of the Sclavonic vanguard that led Attila’s Hunnish 
battalions over the Cariiic Alps into Italy, and have been 
settled here since that epoch. Be this as it may, Herinagor 
is named from the saint and apostle Hermagoras, the first 
Christian Bisliop of Acjiiileia, and said to have been ap- 
pointed to that office by St. Mark. The Slovenes call him 
Sveta JMichor, or Alihor ; Jind the people of that race in the 
Gail Tlial attribute to him their conversion to the Christian 
faith — at a date far earlier, therefore, than the rest of 
Caritithia. This fact is easily explained from the con- 
nection of the valley with the. great Koriian road, and thus 
with Aquileia, at that time the most important city of 
Northern Italy. 

This valley, remote as it seems from the volcanic region 
of Italy, has yet suffered from earthquake. On January 
2/5, 1348, an earthquake destroyed part of Villach, over- 
threw many castles at the mouth of the valley, and 
brought down a mighty mass of the Dobratsch from its 
south-west side, burying several villages and hamlets, and 
stopping the course of the Gail. From this a great lake 
was formed, drowning out villages wdiich had escaped the 
previous destruction. In the course of years the river 
worked out for itself a new bed through the masses of 
ruin, and drained the lake, but the borders are still 
visible ; and it is worthy of notice that this is the only 
part of the valley below Kbtschach where the Gail is con- 
fined btitween high banks. The district still retains its 
desolate character, and is full of hillocks and irregular 
plots of ground. Not a village or house stands upon it. 
Other traces of the catastrophe come to light occasionally. 
In the neighbouring parish of St. Leonhard, the ruins of a 
chapel have been discovered, with colours still fresh on the 
walls ; and within, some prostrate skeletons. 
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Ou Wednesday, August 21, we left llerniagor in two 
cars, as usual ; but instead of the flood of sunlight, an 
ominous roofing of cloud posst*ssed the sky, and we called 
dolefully to mind, that at tlie end of our day’s journ(*y — a 
small milling village at the foot of the Predil Pass — we 
should have approached one of the wettest districts in 
Europe. On tlie southern side of the mountain barrier 
on our right, lay Tolnu'zzo and Udine, and over tliem the 
clouds, driving up fr<uu the Ailriatic — forced as into a 
funnel, and denied outlet by the barrier just mentioned — 
settle in heavy niiu^st‘s, and pour down their streams. While 
yet in the (Jail Thai we wer.e on the northern, and safer, 
face of these mountains. 

On leaving Jlermagor, a large ])in(‘ wood, closely 
planted, and confined to a tongue of rising ground, is seen 
occupying, like aii island, the etaitre of the valley, extend- 
ing down it for two or three miles, 'rids is ^ Kaiserlicher,’ 
or a presi^rve of the Emperor, the forests on the hills on 
either side being owned by Priiujc Porzia, who resides in 
Milan, but poss(‘Sses large estates in Cariiithia and Tyrol, 
incluiling the Wulfen 'm mountain itself. Perhaps this 
preserve may date back to the time when the valley, on 
the dying out of tlie Counts of (idrz, about A.i>. 1500, 
fell to Austria. According to tradition, the hhnp(‘ror 
Maximilian frequently visited the Casthj of Aiehelhurg, 
situated immediately to tlie north towards Paternion, 
and then, probably, this wood was us(.*d for the chase of 
the boar. Jso boars, however, arci seen there now; 
nothing more rare than hares and foxes constitute its 
inhabitants ; and yet no one, we were told, was allowed to 
disturb its dark recesses. Behind it — yet little suspected 
by any passing traveller — are three Slovenic villages; 
hidden from sight and cut off Jrom the traffic of the 
valley, £hey suit the shy Slovenic character. After clear- 
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ing tlie wood, a small lake shows itself, filling the centre 
of the })asin in tins branch of the valley; it forms with 
the nol)lf‘ Dobratsch behind it, as se(m from the western 
end, or with the (Partner Kogel in a similar position, when 
view(i(l fnnii tlie eastern extremity — a very picturesque 
scene. The lake furnishes a peculiar and nf)tahly ugly 
kind of crayfish, which, at Ilermagor, wa w(fre assured 
was a (hdieacy. 

Tlie valley now widened considerably, and put on a 
very foreign aspect. It appears thinly inhabited; and the 
road, as it conscious of danger from tlie broadening 
stream, wliich siauns to threaten inundations upon the 
marshy flats about it, clings, as above Herrnagor, to the 
wuotl}' foot <»f tlie left-hand hills, twisting up iuid down, 
and in and out, among se(|U(*stcre(l villag(*s, where fre- 
(pieiitly, on the steep above, a ruined castle juts into view. 
Those castle towers, and the hearts within them, must 
onc(j hav(‘ shaken at the sound of Turkish artillery, for 
her(i the liorsii-tailed hosts swept and ravaged before their 
great detV'at at Villach, a few miles lower down. It 
was iKjw to ns to associate the Tuiban and the Crescent 
with a landscape, and here they seemed strangely out 
of place. 

At Kniersdorf, wlu*re we halted for an hour, we had hoped 
to see the Doliratseh towering grandly overhead, hut were 
too near, and too much enclosed in woods. A hotter 
chance was aft\)rd(*d as we soon aftiT bore across the 
valley to its southern side, passing the river hy a long 
wooden l)ri(lg(', unprotected hy the friendly roof you 
find in Switzerland, the value of which we appreciated, 
as a vioh'iit wind nearly cleared everything out of our 
vehicles. Here the Dobratsch would have been a grand 
object, but that its precipices were only seen rising 
from the jilain to disappear above under a dark curtain 
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of cloud. On the northern side of the Gail we liad 
travelled along a tolerably good country road. Here, 
after passing through Feistritz, we entered a stony track, 
scarcely to be called a road at all. 

All this time we had been eagerl)^ scanning the southern 
hills for that opening leading up to Tarvis which should 
disclose the Predil pjiss, where, if Fortune would but 
favour, w'e might expect to see something of that grand 
Terglou group, or at least of its nearest member, the 
]Mangert, which we knew to lie in that dirciction. Slowly, 
but promisingly, the hills unfolded, and dark imusses 
peered up ])ehind ; but in a few moments a vcnl fell 
thick ])efore tliem, and we had scare ‘ly regained our 
labouring vehicles (for we were Jill on foot), and scaret‘ly 
unrolled our long disused wraps, before rain dashed in 
our faces ; and we learnt once more what a wetting was. 
Ey good ha[), we had nearly cleared the tortuous and 
rugged lane, and were soon upon a broad highway — no 
other than the great road from Villach — or rather wo 
may say from Vienna itself — which here enters the 
Carnic chain of mountains, and dividing at Tarvis, des- 
cends up<jn Trieste and Venice by the respective passes 
of the Predil and Pontebba. Tlie greater porti<)n of this 
road has been lately reconstructed ; broad and beautiful 
in its bridges, earthworks, and parapets, as Imperial Aus- 
tria takes care that a new road shall be. The works on the 
Carinthian side appear, however, to be suspended, the 
railway to Trieste having probably rendered it of less 
importance as a means of communication with Italy than 
. formerly, though it never rivalled the Brenner in this 
respect. 

It may be well to give a brief enumeration of these 
Austrian Alpine roads. The Stelvio is the most westerly 
of them; its only value was the military access to 
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Lom})ardy which it afforded. That’ province being lost, 
it is perhaps an inconvenience rather than a benefit; 
and at one time it was thought the Austrian government 
would abandon it to the speedy destruction of the winter 
storms. The next in order is the Brenner, an ancient 
and useful road, both from its low elevation and the 
districts which it connects on either side of the Alpine 
ridge. Innspruck and the valley of the Inn ; Trent and 
the valley of the Adige, have always been of great im- 
portance ; and in recent times, the direct communication 
with the Quadrilateral which this pass affords has still 
more enhanced its value. Then comes the Ampezzo ; but 
this can scarcely be considered more than a local road, 
as it do(‘s not cross the main Xoric chain, and is only 
subsidiary to the roads which lie right and left of it. 
The Pontebba and Predil uniting at Tarvis, form the 
fourth and fifth of these lines of communication. Beyond 
them are, sixthly, the pass of the Loibl, penetrating the 
Karavanken chain (a continuation of the Carnic Alps), 
directly to the south of Klagenfurt, and so by Laibach, 
reaching Trieste. And seventhly, the pass over the 
Steiner Alp, a portion of the same chain, leading by 
Kappel up the Vellach Thai, and down the Kanker Thai 
on the other side, to Krainburg. This very steep pass 
has, since the opening of the Loibl, fallen much out of 
use, and couse(pientIy out of repair, as we verified in 
an excursion presently to be related. Lastly, far to the 
east is the railway route, the only complete one between 
the capital and Italy. This has little to do with any- 
thing Alpine, except at the Sornmering, on the bor- 
ders of Styria and Austria Proper. It avoids the mighty 
barrier by sweeping round its eastern extremit}^ and then 
slanting down upon Trieste. The greatest distance be- 
tween any two of these roads is that between the 
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Brenner and the Poiitehha, excluding the Ampozzo for the 
reason meiitiouecl. This may he rouglily estimated at 
about one hundred miles. It contains the Dolomite 
district, and to the absence of great intersecting routes 
may no dou])t be ascribed much of the seclusion in which 
it lias liitherto lain. With the princijial Itomaii track 
over these Eastern Alps — that from Acpiileia to Lienz — 
we have already made the reader acquainted. 

When we had fairly gained the smooth incline of this 
Tarvis road, the rain storm moderated enough to show 
that the pass was now open before us. Precipiet‘s frowned 
in pri‘ternatural gloom among the clouds, and oiw fine 
conical bulk — the Konigsberg, planted in the centre of 
the opening — stood conspicuous, now gathering round liiiii 
the revolving masses, and now Hinging them from his bare 
sides. Notwithstanding, too, the unfavourabl(‘ weather, 
we began to notice in the nearer landscape sonn* of those* 
features which rendered this neighbourhood so favourite 
a resort of 8ir Humphry Davy. The Schlitza Bach, 
coming from the foot of the Predil, br(*aks into the 
Gail Thai through an immense gully, whose sides li(* in 
slopes and terraces. These, carpet<*d with V(‘rdure, and 
adorned with village spires, justified Sir Hunq^hry s fre- 
(pient comparison to park scenery in England. Had but 
the afteriKxni sun at this time poured its rays over these 
slopes, what a lawny richness might have been displayed ! 
Now, we could only see them under scudding rags of 
vapour. Further on, the banks, escarped to secure the 
safety of the road, were curiously laced over diagonally 
with wands of willow, already sprouting, so as to form, 
in time, a thick bushy covering, whose roots would sus- 
tain the crumbling soil. Suddenly, we struck down a 
narrow lane by the side of the embankments and arches 
which bore the great route onward, and found ourselves 
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ill th(i small town of Tarvis, or more strictly ^ unter ’ 
Tarvis, wliere the Pontebba valley turns off to the right, 
the ascent to Weissenfels commences on the left, and 
that to the Predil pass immediately in front. 

Now, agjiin, it was a steady pour, and the long spouts 
formed a succession of douches to be carefully steered 
throii<rh {IS we mivigjitcd the street. In at a dark arch- 
Avay — dark, but dry — {irid we ani welcomed to the bosom 
of the fusty old post-house of Tarvis. b{id inn,’ said 
a friendly letter from the only traveller we could hear of 
who had passed this way. ‘ Of course you won’t sleep at 
Tarvis !’ So tlie inn at Tarvis laid lieen long in our black 
books. Hut the inn at larvis was now a friend in need. 
The handhuly might be fit, the stairctxse dirty, tlie dogs 
abundant, but it was shelter; and if the landlady were not 
prepossessing, the Kellnerin was. The dear creature I how 
promptly she bundled off our soaked wraps to the kitchen 
fire! how (juickly drew out a table in the only feasible 
bedroom, too gloomy to display much more than the dusky 
forms of IxmIs in three of the corners ; and in the briefest 
spjice serv(Ml up a meal ! Truly, while this swash of rain 
Lasted in tlie inirrow street outside, we might be thankful 
and content. 

•Let us take the opportunity, while we loll upon our 
elbows, for a little geographical exposition. We had just 
turned out of tlie (lail Thai — the southernmost of the 
three grejit valleys of Western Carintliia, and the second 
principal object of our journey — Iniving tnxeed it from 
Kfitschach through about two-thirds of its length, to near!}" 
its exit in the more important valley of the Drave. Its 
upper course, as already explained, we had left unex- 
plored ; and though no very striking scenery occurs along 
its lower portions, we had been rewarded for the expedi- 
tion, on the whole, by becoming acquainted with two or 
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three interesting localities, Jind by ascertaining what 
this secluded valley really was. Its isolation may be 
ascribed partly to its great length — some eighty miles, 
necessitating a three days’ journey — partly to its being 
virtually a cul de sac, the passage through it at the upper 
end being too rough and difficult for wheels to traverse ; 
and partly to the greater population and importance of 
the Drave Thai itself. To this, however, it stands in the 
relation of chord to the arc; for while the Drave winds 
about northward from Sillian by Lienz, Greifeiiberg, 
Spital, and so toVillach; the Gail valley, commencing 
near Sillian, takes a singularly straight course direct to 
Villach. 

The most interesting portions to us were, first, the 
‘Ebmisclier Weg,’ or old Roman pass, breaking through 
the hills southward at Mauthen, with the rernarkabh* Pol- 
linik on one side, and the Dolomitic Kollin Kofel on the 
other — offering, besides, so pleasant a spot for h few days’ 
halt as the Hospice Farm of ‘Auf der Pl(‘eki*n;’ and, 
secondly, the picturesipie neighbourhood of H(?nnagor, 
with that notable botanical curiosity, the habitat of the 
Wulfeitia, on the slopes of the Gartner. A pilgrimage to 
that secret spot of nature’s wonder-working is widl worth 
the trouble, and we^all regn^tted that we had left (’hurchill 
to undertake the ascent alone ; while he was full of hope 
that, the following year, he should be able to describe the 
appearance of this strange alp, when covered with the 
bloom of its cherished flo\ver. 

Below Hermagor, the valley ac(|iiires an air of grandeur 
from its breadth, its woods, its loftier rocky barriers, the 
distant and impressive apparition of the Carniola Moun- 
tains, or' Julian Alps; and, above all, from the noble 
Dobratsch, baring its scarred front* to the southern sun, 
or purple under its burden of clouds. 
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After this retrospective glance let us now look forward. 
We are about to explore a new district, which at its very 
entrance had great promise in its aspect. ^ Murray,’ who 
had been no help to us in the Gail Thai, now came again 
into requisition, but his notices were meagre ; it was the 
attraction of Sir Humphry Davy’s name, and the enthu- 
siasm of his descriptions, that had brought us here. 
Generally, the country may be described as the site of the 
liead waters of the Save and the Isonzo ; both breaking away 
from the neighbourhood of Tarvis. The one rising near 
Wurzen, some three hours to the eastward of Tarvis, over 
the pass of Wcissenfels, takes a long course by Krain- 
biirg and Laibach, and so on into Croatia, till it reaches the 
Danube. The other, the Isonzo, rising south of Tarvis, 
over the Prc^dil Pass, pursues a southward and compa- 
ratively brief course through the principality of Gdrz, 
till it enters the Adriatic near Trieste. The angle between 
the two rivers is occupied by the great Carniolan group, of 
which the Terglou is the dominating peak ; while the 
Mangert, nearer the point of the angle, is scarcely less 
imposing, and has this geographical importance, that it 
forms the corner-stone of the three provinces, Carinthia, 
Carniola, and Giirz. , 

The sc(*nery of both the Save and the Isonzo derives its 
grandeur from this mountain range, usually known as the 
.Julian Alps, vic*wed on the right hand as you descend the 
Save, and on the left as you pass down tlu‘ Isonzo ; though 
the latter is more entangled in its recesses than the 
former. Upon the mixture of beauty and majesty with 
which these vaMeys are thus gifted, Sir Humphrj’^ is never 
tired gf expatiating. ^ I know no scene more sublime 
than -tins crest of the Carnic Alps, and there are no streams 
more beautiful tliau the Save and the Isonzo. I think 
this valley (the Save) from Laibach to Wurzen the most 

p 
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beautiful in Europe.’ And to Wurzen the philosopher, 
with his white hat lined with green, and unfailing fishing- 
rod, came no less than six successive years, sadly seeking 
health too hit ally impaired. *To my old haunt Wurzen, 
is one of his latest entries, ‘which is sublime in the majestj 
of Alpine grandeur.’ 

No wonder that on the threshold of this scenery we 
regarded ourselves as approaching one of the most inter- 
esting portions of our journey. No wonder that the 
descending rain, which here barred our progress, filled us 
with doleful apprehensions, (')f the two valleys, we pro- 
posed taking the Isonzo first, at least as far as Flitsch, 
where we intended to remain for some days. It was 
possible that there we should find it practicable to cross 
the mountains to the Wocheiner See, and so by the beau- 
tiful lake of Veldes reach the Save and Wurzen ; but it 
was more probable that we should find it expedient to 
return over the Predil to Tarvis, and approach the Save 
at its source over the ridge of Weissenfels. 
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After the dii^ession at the close of the last chapter, let us 
return to the dull inn chamber, whence through iron- 
latticed windows we watched the endless rain-drops. If 
this down-pour should continue, must we not sleep at 
Tarvis despite all warnings ? The question was under dis- 
cussion when the watery din without slackened upon our 
cars ; and as evening was now drawing on, we gave instant 
order to ^ eiiispannen.’ To relieve the tired horses in the 

expected ascent, as well as to protect S and A 

from weather, we packed them off singly in each vehicle, 
and followed ourselves on foot; the distance to Kaibl, 
where tlu? same authority that had decid(‘d against Tarvis 
advised us of a tolerable country inn, being only about 
five miles. Not far from the town we met a party of 
jiigers, returning with empty game-bags from some cloud- 
enveloped lu'ight above ; but the clouds by this time were 
lifting, and the rain ceasing, so that, arrived near the foot 
of the Kiinigsberg, where the valley splits into two, de- 
scending from each side of this isolated mountain, there 
was a fine glimpse up the right-hand branch to the snow- 
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streaked and glistening^ precipices of the Wiscljberg, a con- 
siderable mountain of tliese parts. The road here crossed 
the stream to ascend the left-hand valley, opposite the now 
wooded flanks of the Kdnigsberg. That mountain bears 
this roval title because Alboin, when he was advancing, 
at the call of Xarses, with his Loml)ards from Pannonia 
into Itah", is said by the historian Panins Diaconns to 
have ascended it for a view of the Italian plains, or more 
likely tlie better to guide his army through these defiles. 
The road continued a gentle ascent ; on the right, across 
the Schlitza, was the ^Perg'; on the left a steep com- 
mingling of rock and w’ood, rising till lost to sight in 
clouds. At about an hour from Tarvis we entered a small 
basin-like expanse, bare and torn by tlie waters of the 
stream, and saw at the farther end the roofs of the few 
houses of Raibl. 

One of the larger houses w\as apparently the inn, but it 
showed nothing of our party. Instead of them was a 
group of soldiers, looking forlorn and chilly in their blue 
tights and grey cloaks, hung loosely over their shoulders. 
No landlord came out to greet us, and we had l(‘;irnt to 
understand what that meant. With some difficult}’' we 
got the curt answer that the inn wns full — to wit, with 
soldiers; that two ladies liad been th(T(‘, but had 
gone away again, a jerk of the tliumb pointing where. 
We had cleared tlie village, vainly looking for another inn, 
before a small ‘wdrtlishaus’ showc*d its(*lf nearly under the 

spout of a waterfall. Still nothing of S and A , 

nor of vehicles, nor drivers, till one of them, a surly 
fellow, who when necessity C()mi)ell(*d could produce some 
dozen words of German, sauntered frf)m a shed to say that 
the • damen ’ laid gone ba(‘k into the village. Back went 
we by a different road ; and at last, when the game of hide 
and seek was becoming serious, descried our unhappy 
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wives at the door of tJie larger inn in earnest conversation 
with the officer in coniinand of the detachment wiiich, to 

our misfortune, was in occupation of the place. A , 

exercising all her powers of persuasiveness, was explaining 
our dilemma to th(! lieutenant, and soliciting his good 
offic(?s with these crusty Sclavonians; he, clasping his cap 
devotedly to his breast, and balancing on his toes, stood 
the picture of gallantry, but assuring his interlocutor that 
we must citlier, as lui believed, return to Tarvis, or obtain 
horses for Flitsch over the Predil. These he would do his 
best to procure. It would be a tedious drive of four hours 
in darkness and rain, which was now recommencing ; but 

as S and A pronounced absolutely against the 

‘ wirtlishaus ’ under the liill, on the score of a wicked-look- 
ing old crone — so they called her — and the one wretched 
little room she had shown them, we accjuiesced in the 
urrangenient. 

After half an hour spent in the lieutenant’s quarters, to 
which he had kindly invited us, his messenger returned 
reporting total tailure ; no one would lend a horse for the 
Predil that night. So the other horn of the dilemma was 
to be tried ; and with many thanks to our military friend, 
we l)etook ourselves througli the puddles to the little 
h(»stel, where our men received the proposition of return- 
ing to Tarvis so unfavourably, that we were tain to foil 
upon tlie third horn in tliis ease presented to us, and 
requested to inspect the condemned cell above stairs. But 
insteiul of the old crone, who sat glowering like a witch in 
the corner, a handsome young fellow, her son, now sprang 
up with a light. Tlirowing open on the floor above, a narrow 
chamber with two small beds, and no other furniture, 
‘ They are clean,’ said he, ‘ and they are all we have — except 
this one,’ leading back to the large rough Ij’-paved land- 
ing, where a pallet stood against the wall, beside a heap 
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of old saddles, boots, and nondescript garments — two or 
three chickens, winking at the sudden light, on a shelf 
above. The small room, seen under better auspices, was 
now voted snug, but it would only hold two ; opportunely 

the spirit of fun seized upon A , and she and her 

husband undertook to spend the night along with the 
chuckies. 

Fortunately, at the moment, a good genius appeared. 
The Commissary of the detachment occupied with his wife 
the only decent room in the inn, and the latter now came 

forward offering to vacate their apartment in C and 

A ’s favour. That was gratefully declined; and then 

the wife, a sweet-looking creature, but with a mclanc! oly 
on her brow which made us think at first that the Herr 
might not be all he should be, devoted herself to do the 
best she could for us, soothing the old landlady while 
she ransacked her stores, and adding everything she could 
think of from her own. So, before long, we wore all 
tolerably tucked in under the rough sheets in our several 
domiciles ; thankful for a roof as we heard the rain rattling 

upon its shingles. If t! and A felt, any inst'curity 

from the absence <)f a door, they were compensated by the 
presence of the dog of the establishment, as usual an 
enormous fellow, who, taking up his quarters for th(; night 
at the top of the staii's, guard(Kl their slumbers so effec- 
tually, that it se(.*med doubtful whether he would see fit 
to allow of their rising from them in the morning. 

They were awakened by ^tlie cock that crowed in the 
morn’ from the shelf above. We were all up pretty early, 
but the plashing rain was tlie only sound out of doors; and 
people clattered about on the stone floors within, in that 
depressed and desultory manner so indicative of a wot day. 
Yet Fortune was not obdurate, and her first relentings 
appeared in the shape of an excellent breakfast. The best 
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coffee, best bread, and best butter for many a day, were 
served on a clean cloth below stairs ; while the old crone, 
not nearly so ugly now by dayKght, and in presence of her 
good deeds, brought her stool and her knitting to see us 
enjoy it, screaming to her maidens for fresh supplies at 
any symptom of deficiency ; subjecting us, it is true, to 
a very close scrutiny with her sharp eyes, and putting in 
pointed personal remarks from time to time which did 
credit to her shrewdness. Presently the Commissary’s 
wife stole in, and as time seemed likely to be heavy 
on our hands, we persuaded her to sit for her portrait. 
Unfortunately the conversation did not take a lively turn. 
She confided to us her husband’s scanty pay — four shillings 
per week — which, though she eked it out by vrorking for 
the soldiers, compelled rigid economies; neither coffee 
nor meat could be afforded : and they had lived so dif- 
ferently ! she as an upper servant in Vienna, he as clerk 
to a factory in the Voralberg, belonging to an Englishman. 
As she spoke, tears swelled to her eyes, her lip quivered, 
and the portrait-yjainting for a time did not prosper. It 
was scarcely concluded, \vhen a sun-gleam shot suddenly 
into the room, and then we remembered that while listen- 
ing to poor Amelie’s story the sound of rain had for some 
time ceased. Hastening to the door we beheld the Ku- 
nigsberg glistening in a watery light, and bare peaks 
piercing the cloud-wreaths in all directions. 

Ihubl is a mining village, and this corner of the Kbnigs- 
berg appeared scarred with mining debris, which, with 
smeltiiig-houses and official establishments, spoil the view 
of the mountains on this side. The mines of lead and zinc, 
which have been in existence for hundreds of years, 
ai*e worked in dolomite of the jMuschelkalk Formation, 
and at present extend to a height of 900 feet above, and 
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a depth of 480 feet below the valley level. Eaibl is 
remarkable, too, in a geological point of view. Certain 
beds occur here, the highest members of the Trias forma- 
tion, which contain numerous and interesting fossils, and 
take their name from this village as the ^ Eaibl ’ beds. 
They are met with along the Southern Alps as far west as 
the Italian Lake district, and their equivalent beds are 
recognised also in the limestone zone on the north side 
of the central Alps. 

Owing to this valley being (juite open to the north, and 
closed in by lofty precipices on the south, its warm season 
is but a fleeting one. The snow begins to melt only at 
the end of May, and appears on the ground again at the 
beginning of September. As a conseciuence, the dwarf 
pine, Pinas Miajhas, the Knieholz of the Germans, that 
usually appears on the mountain slopes at an elevation of 
six or seven thousand feet, here descends to the bottom of 
the valley. Eaibl is the proper point from which to 
ascend the ^langert, whence a view can be obtained 
of the Italian plain and the Adriatic. One mile above 
the village is a small lake through wliich the Schlitza flows, 
descending from a valley to the westward. Tlie road 
of the Predil ascends by the side of this lake, though 
at a considerable height, and finally turns sharply to the 
east by zigzags over the ridge which here divides Carin- 
thia from Gorz. It keeps this course for two or three 
miles, till it touches the flanks of tlie towering Mangert, 
standing on the frontier of Carniola ; then plunging down 
a tremendous abyss to the southward, it reaches, through a 
succession of gorges, the valley of the Isonzo, a little above 
Flitvseh. This forms the pass of the Predil, and now that 
the clouds were clearing, we had every hope that its fine 
scenery would be displayed to advantage. 
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Horses had been bespoken early, but seemed as difficult 
to obtain in the morning as on the evening before. It 
was between ten and eleven before one horse and a par- 
ticularly small pony made their appearance; the latter 
attached to a diminutive contrivance like a London coster- 
monger’s fruit-tray, intended for the baggage ; while the 
horse, harnessed to one of the usual light four-wheels, was 
destined for the ladies, who preferred, however, to accom- 
pany us on foot up the long steeps of the ascent. The 
poor Commissary’s wife, whose face had been brightened 
into smiles by a trifling gift which we hoped would stand 
her in coffee for some time to come, and the old crone, 
now transformed into a grandmotherly body with whom 
we were almost affectionate, were full of help and counsel. 
The young man, our chamberlain of the night before, 
took us under convoy himself, and we left Raibl with 
a materially improved opinion both of the place and 
people. 

It was not long before we looked down upon the Raibl 
Lake, lying at a great depth upon our right ; it is excellent 
fishing water, and of a green so brilliant round its shallow 
shores that it looked as if set in malachite. The side we 
were mounting fell abruptly, all rock and wood, to the 
water ; and about two-thirds down, a narrow covered 
gallery was pointed out, creeping round from crag to 
crag, provided for winter use, when the road above is 
impassable from snow, or when in spring dangerous from 
avalanches. A small fort occupying the ridge, a little on 
the south side, and commanding the Predil, renders it 
important to keep communication open at all seasons. 
We learnt, however, from Amelie that this is sometimes 
impossible. It had been part of her husband’s duty to 
provide the fort with bread, and on one occasion the snow 
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lay so deep, that he was prevented for a whole week from 
taking up the usual supply, and the garrison was all but 
starved out. 

As we rose higher, the upper valley of the Schlitza — 
solitary and pine-wooded — ^was seen descending from the 
west, and skirting the north base of the Wischberg. 
Behind us, the isolated Konigsberg lifted himself to his 
full height, 6,450 feet ; and above the ridge which we were 
now attaining, peaks and faces of rock shot upward among 
the still entangled clouds. But the moment the ridge was 
gained a fresh scene opened, and the Raibl country was 
lost. In great grandeur the Mangert, 9,026 feet, now 
stood displayed, or so much of him under the sun- 
illumined vapours as was sufficient to impress us 
thoroughly with his dignity. The characteristic contour 
of this mountain, like the rest of the Carniolan or Terglou 
range, is that of a bare bulk of rock, rising, not so much 
into peaks, as into bosses at the summit. The true form 
is better seen from the northern, or Weissenfels side, 
where it appears as a length of wall — here viewed end on. 
In the middle distance, upon a ledge, the only passage 
for the road, was placed the fort just mentioned. To 
support its garrison our lieutenant and his detachment 
were quartered below in Kaibl ; and we found piles of 
timber, ready cut for stockades, on both sides of the 
road under the walls, showing recent care for its defence. 

Conspicuous also beneath the ramparts wus a fine bas- 
relief of a dying lion, cast in bronze ; it lay, pierced to 
the Imart by a spear, though still with outstretched paws 
guarding the imperial shield. This was another of the 
frequent tokens in these Eastern Alps of desperate conflicts 
with the French invaders. On the face of the monument, 
cut in gilt letters, appeared the inscription following : — 
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ZUR ERINNERUNO AN DEN HELDENTOD 
DES K.K. INGENIEUR HAUPTMANNS 
JOHANN HERMANN 
VON IIERMANNSDORF 
AM XVIIL MAI, MDCCCTX. 

UND DER MIT HIM GEFALLENEN 
KAMPFGENOSSEN 
KAISER FERDINAND# 

Of such conflicts this pass has been more than once the 
scene. In 1797 Massena forced the Pontebba, and de- 
feated the Archduke Charles at Tarvis, while a French 
detachment under Serrurier, advancing up the Predil, 
carried the fort by assault, and captured or dispersed a 
large body of Austrians retreating by this route with 
artillery and stores from the Tagliarnento to join the 
Archduke. Napoleon himself soon after transferred his 
head-quarters to Tar vis for a night or two, on his way to 
Khigc'nfiirt, driving the Austrians before him through 
Carintliia, and beyond it into Styria, till the peace signed 
at Leoben in the Mur Thai arrested his progress. 

In 1809 the contest was of a different character, and 
the peasants of Tyrol were the chief actors. It appears, 
however, tliat the custody of this pass was committed to 
regular troops under the engineer officer to whom the in- 
scription refers. JIacdonald from Italy and ]Marmont from 
Dalmatia, were then advancing to support Napoleon in 
the campaign which ended with the battle of Wagram; 
and it wtis probably two of Macdonald’s corps, numbering 
6,000 men each, that simultaneously attacked the fort of 
JNIalborghet, on the Pontebba, and that of the Predil, 

* ‘ To tlip memory of the heroic death of Johann Hermann, of Ilermanns- 
dorf, K.K. Captiiin of Engineers, and of his comriides in fight, who fell witli 
him on th(^ 18th of May, 1809. (This mounmeut is erected by) the Emperor 
Ferdinand.’ 
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which then stood considerably lower down the pass. Her- 
mann and his people died bravely in its defence, and 
the garrison on the Poiitebba perished heroically in the 
same manner. 

Below the present fort, opened that wondertiil abyss 
of which I liave spoken. The road, coinmaiuled by the 
cannon above, was carried in a long swi'ep round the rim 
and sides, to a corner where its further course was lost to 
sight, and the small hamlet and church of Ober Preth 
jutted out into blue mist. At the bottom, far, far ben(‘ath, 
appeared Unter Preth. How the road shoidil achieve the 
descent to it was a marvel, or, having reached it, in what 
direction it would seek an exit; for opposite, and barring 
all progress southward, rose one of the most stupendous 
rocky walls that had ever met our eytis. Tier above tier 
it rose, crowned by a long serrated summit, and circling 
round eastward as if to attach itself to the llangert 
on our left, whose height it almost equalled. It bears the 
name of the Sebnik. 

It was a pity I could not record in my sketch-book 
either the view of the Mangert from the ridge, or this 
descent upon Unter Preth ; but for the first, ever since 
the misadventure of Alessrs. Brown, Jones, and Eobinson 
on their foreign t(jur, one has been shy of sketching land- 
scapes with an Austrian fortress in the foreground ; and for 

the second, as S and A , trotting down in their car, 

had already disappeared round the distant corinn*, it was ne- 
cessary to follow without delay. Soon after leaving the fort, 
a fine cascade dashes from above, and, passing under the 
road, disappears into the gulf. A couple of miles farther, 
at Ober Preth, if one had launched into the air, one might 
have dropped pretty directly down upon Unter Preth, some 
two thousand feet below ; and, indeed, by a very precipi- 
tous path, a pedestrian may, if he choose, accomplish some- 



UNTEB PBETH. 


221 


thing like that feat. The road effects the same descent 
by a long stretch round the corner, and back again, in 
full view all the way of the prodigious bTittresses of the 
Sebnik. By the time we reached the bottom, the proper 
exit of the pass disclosed itself at the western end of 
the rock-wall, which seeme<i indeed as if it had once ex- 
tend(jd right across, like an enormous dam, connecting 
itself with a similar mass of mural limestone stretching 
away to the west : there was but a rift between the two. 
The real construction, however, of this tremendous barrier 
it was difficult to make out. 

There is a small inn at Unter Preth. The incident of 
our halt there was — not dinner, which they could not 
give us — hut a terrible affair between the dog of Unter 
Preth and him of Kaibl, who had condescended to accom- 
pany us on the express condition, wffiich no one was 
inclined to dispute, of reposing himself at full length on 
the seat of the carriage whenever it was vacant. It re- 
quired half the vilhage to separate these two champions. 
Such contests are frequent along the roads, for the inn 
dogs cannot, it seems, learn the proper courtesies towards 
the travelling public of their own ^persuasion.’ The 
afternoon w^as now so bright that S and A pre- 

ferred joining us in the w^alk, of about six miles all down 
hill, to Flitsch, and the baggage went on without us. 

The scenery was peculiar in its barren grandeur. The 
sides of the mountains, where not precipice, were little 
else tlian avalanches of stones, interspersed with stunted 
beech scrub, burnt already into autumn tints, and, wlien 
touched by the sun, gleaming like smouldering fire. This 
district is said to he excused from the ordinary bixes 
on account of the poverty of the soil ; and the only patch 
capable of cultivation that we saw, was a strip of grass by 
the side of the stream, which threw itself, foaming, 



222 


THE DOLOMITE MOUNTAINS. 


amongst the whitened rocks at the bottom of the glen. 
The fall of rocks is a cause of great and frequent destruc- 
tion in these parts. We presently came to a spot where, 
down an opposite gull}^, an astonishing mass had recently 
come down, destroying the bed of the ravine for perhaps a 
mile, damming up the stream of the valley by a Titanic 
weir, and dashing huge blocks, like mere splashes of mud, 
up the opposite slope; had it been a few yards lower, 
the road would have been crushed under the cfitapult 
discharge. What a sight and sound it must have been ! 
Yet the source of the mischief seemed but a hand- 
breadth scar on the distant precipice. It is all very well 
on a fine afternoon like this, when everything is tipped 
with silver and gold, and the powers are at peace, to 
stand in a row, as we did, admiring the magnificent 
devastation ; but I suvspect that in spring, when the peril 
is greatest, the traveller is not disposed to be contemplative, 
but hurries through the defile, and is apt to flinch and 
turn pale at any sudden thunderous sound among the 
scarred tops. 

Fartlier on, the valley narrow's to a gorge, and the 
river is madder than ever with the torment of the rocks. 
Then its roar sinks into a dull distant sound ; and when 
you look for it, there is nothing but a chasm, which 
narrows to a rift, almost concealed by bushes. Here a 
bridge is thrown across, and as you lean over the parapet, 
you see at a shuddering depth — only a moving blackness ! 
The remains of the old fort stand on a mound by the side 
of this fearful chasm, which cuts off all approach in that 
direction, while on the other side, a precipice rises in a 
perpendicular face of rock which nothing could get down. 
The immilitary mind does not therefore readily compre- 
hend how the fort could be taken by six, or sixty thousand 
French. Brave Hermann fell in a final sally, sword in 
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hand ; one fancies he might have waited for them to come 
to him. The details of the attack, however, somewhat 
explain the matter. 

It was on the evening of May 15, 1809, that the head 
of the enemy’s column pushed up the defile, and sought 
protection from the fire of the fort by quickly throwing 
up earthworks. A violent cannonade compelled them to 
retire; but in the night, they completed the works that 
had been commenced, and early the next morning opened 
fire against the fort, yet without result. Each attempt, 
also, to establish themselves nearer was a failure, and 
brought destruction upon the troops engaged. 

In these circumstances negotiation was resorted to; 
but nothing could shake the devotion of Hermann, whose 
invariable answer was ^ No surrender.’ Another plan was 
tried. The fort of Malborghet on the Pontebba had 
already fallen, and some of the prisoners taken there were 
sent into the garrison, that, learning the fate of their 
comrades, and that the country behind was already in the 
hands of the enemy, their constancy might fail them. 
The reply of Hermann was decisive. ^ The defence of 
this fort is committed to me. I do not fear death, and 
will die on the field of honour.’ 

The French then prepared for storming, and amidst 
beating of drums, and fierce shouts, desperate assaults 
were made upon the place ; but the cannon and small arms 
of the defenders still mowed the assailants down, and the 
enemy began to doubt the possibility of success. Suddenly 
a flame burst forth within the defences, welcomed with 
loud shouts by the French. Four companies of voltigeurs 
had with infinite difficulty climbed the precipitous height 
behind the fort, and thence flung hoops of blazing pitch 
upon the wooden buildings that sheltered the garrison. 
In a moment they were in flames ; the fire spread with 
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frightful rapidity, and the vigour of the assaults was 
redoubled. Hermann in extremity of despair exclaimed 
to his men, ‘Let us go out, comrades; the enemy shall 
not get us into his power alive.’ All then threw them- 
selves with a wild irregular rush upon the thickest ranks 
of the French. In a few minutes Hermann fell bleeding 
from many wounds, and with him perished also most of 
the brave defenders of the Predil. 

So it was that impossible-looking wall of rock above 
which was after all their ruin. We looked with awe 
upon the savage spot that seventy years ago was WTapt in 
sulphurous smoke, and rang with the tumult of tlie fight. 
If any poor wretches w^ent down that blue-black depth it 
was a fearful fixte. The Austrians have now, as will have 
been seen, removed the defences some five miles farther 
back from the entrance of the gorge, to the summit of the 
pass, doubtless to the greater inconvenience of an invader, 
and advantage to themselves. 

Beyond the fort, the road, which is cut in the face of 
the precipice, enters a short tunnel ; and near this, in the 
rock, is a tablet, surrounded by heraldic devices, and 
inscribed with the name and titles of an illustrious, ‘ well- 
born,’ and now certainly well-dead, individual, who, in 
mediseval times, first constructed here a place of strength. 
Soon afterwards, opening out to the right, is seen the 
small plain of Flitsch, encompassed by the wildest moun- 
tain forms. Yet, at first sight, in contrast with the defile, 
it looks cheerfully open, and the few strips of vineyards, 
and patches of grain, and green grass are refreshing after 
the barrenness. Flitsch is abo\it two miles from the 
mouth of the pass, and is rather pleasantly surrounded by 
trees and open fields ; but as we walked in, it was easy 
to see we had passed into an Italian province. Vines , 
straggled over broken walls, or hung on decayed trellises ; 
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houses had that forlorn tatterdemalion air which only hot 
sunlight can enliven ; the roofs were flat, and covered 
with the round tile, and in the midst was something 
vaguely intended for a plaza. 

Here was a good-sized inn, which we concluded to be 
our destination ; the more so, that the Raibl vehicle, with 
our huge canine acquaintance stretched in sublime repose 
upon the seat, was drawn up at the door. Arriving with- 
out the usual premonitory sounds of whips and wheels, 
we had to invade the kitchen to announce ourselves, 
which produced amazing flutter in the establishment, but * 
no satisfactory admission that this was ‘ Leschnegg’s ; ’ 
from which we gathered that it probably was iiot * Lesch- 
negg’s.’ The supposition was presently confirmed by an 
Italian gentleman just arrived from Trieste upon his 
annual shooting excursion among the Flitsch mountains, 
who kindly offered to show us the way to our inn, about 
a quarter of a mile farther, at the southern end of the 
town. This had a quieter and more rural look than the 
other, though we are bound to say that, according to our 
informant, there wjis not much choice between them. Our 
rooms were separated from the rest of the house by a 
chamber, half lumber-room, half granary, and being ap- 
proached by an outside gallery, were free from certain 
prevailing odours ; while the view from their windows, over 
gardens, and meadows, swept the valley up and down on 
its softer eastern side, where a ^ chorus ’ of mountains stood 
in multitude to hail the rising, and salute the setting sun. 

At Flitsch, the first two questions on our lips were — 
Where is the Isonzo ? and where is the Terglou ? — ^the 
one the river, the other the mountain. The river flows 
into the plain of Flitsch, at its eastern corner, from an 
almost undistinguishable gap in the hills, and delves for 
itself so deep a course, that from the town, or passing 

Q 
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along the high road, no one would suspect its existence. 
The Terglou has no immediate connection with Flitsch, 
but being the highest of the neighbouring Camiolan 
range, and in the direction of the Upper Isonzo, one 
naturally expects to find it a commanding object. This 
also disappoints expectation ; that mountain led us a long 
dance before he would show at all, and on this side kept 
himself at a very haughty distance. 

When we rose on Friday morning, August 23rd, all 
traces of bad weather had disappeared, and the sky was the 
‘bluest of blues. Our object for the day was to explore 
the upper valley of the Isonzo, with a hope also of reach- 
ing a point whence the Terglou would be visible. It 
could only be done on foot. We hired a guide ; but as 
there was a prospect of fish and potatoes at the village 
of Sotscha, did not burden him with a provision basket. 
Oossing the plain to the village of Coritenza — all which 
part of the walk, both from the near verdure and the 
surrounding girdle of mountains, was very pleasing — we 
entered the gorge of the Isonzo. We shall not soon forget 
that stony desert — two deserts set up on end, with the 
•weary water struggling between them. The mountains 
showed nothing but their teeth, and faces of white horror, 
while not a village or a house, for two hours of walking, 
cheered the way. Death pictures were positively the only 
signs of life, and became so frightfully numerous, that 
one might suppose the inhabitants had been all killed off ; 
the accidents being pretty equally divided between falling 
from rocks, and falling under them. Ominous scars de- 
faced all the precipices above ; and below, tons upon tons 
of limestone-blocks lay in heaps, the path constantly 
climbing over some fresh descended mass. I, for one, 
should decline the office of daily postman for this district : 
fortunately, the Upper Isonzo can do without one. 
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The small church of Sotscha was in sight over the 
mounds of debris for some time before we reached the 
scattered village. Our guide, a silent individual, indi- 
cated the ^ public,’ but shook his head at the suggestion 
of there being anything to eat there, and led on to the 
cure’s, close to the church, and to the only tree of any 
proportions in the neighbourhood. The cure himself, a 
portly man with regular good-natured features, was stand- 
ing before his door, clad in a long greeny-brown coat 
almost down to his heels, and stiff black boots up to his 
knees. Our uncommunicative guide opened his lips at last, 
and we were amused to hear him introduce us as ^four 
people who could speak nothing and understand nothing." 
^ So,’ said the priest, ‘ how are we to get on then?’ His 
Grennan, however, was very different from the strange 
conglomeration of sounds that had occasionally issued 

from our man of Flitsch, and C and A soon 

found they could get on very well. The good parson 
presen^^ly bustled in and returned with something like 
curd, bread, and a bottle of startlingly acid wine ; but 
the question of dinner for later in the day he enter- 
tained with a reflective sort of smile, and a gentle nodding 
of the head, which looked dubious, to say the least of it. 
Yet we were not unhopeful; and after further enquiries 
about the Terglou, of which he suggested we might sooner 
obtain a view by climbing the unpromising hill sides, we 
left, engaging to return at four o’clock. 

From the aspect described, it may readily be supposed 
that the hills were unpromising — of anything but toil. 
The cure confirmed our impressions of their fatal charac- 
ter ; the most frequent accidents occurring, he said, to 
his people when carrying down the bundles of ‘wild hay,’ 
or beech scrub, along the narrow ledges which supply the 
only foot-hold. I think we rinderstood that the greater 
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proportion of deaths arose from some form of alpine peril. 
Several mementos that we saw represented drowning in 
the stream ; and the artists had almost always chosen to 
heighten the effect by introducing chamois in a state of 
extreme agitation, perched singly upon the tops of the 
peaks at regular distances, and in various affecting atti- 
tudes, which unfortunately only looked very comic. Our 
guide had evidently never been on the hill side before, 
and grunted his disapprobation at each successive steep. 

We soon left S and A to rest under a bush, and 

clam])ered vigorously with the hope of gaining our ol)ject, 
but only attained a projecting bluff where farther advance 
was cut off, and any view of the Terglou as well, by a 
soaring precipice. This attempt lost us the opportunity 
of exploring the valley itself to a point an hour below its 
highest village of Trenta, where an opening extending to 
the foot of the Terglou is said to display ‘a scene of singu- 
lar magnificence and beauty.’ JVIurray, who gives this 
information, speaks of the rest of the valley to Flitsch as 
‘ very dreary,’ and this we had sufficiently verified. It is 
from the village of Sotscha that a pass of nine hours leads, 
by the ^ Scala ’ over devsolate scenery, to the gloomy 
Wochein Sec, south of the Terglou ; this was one of 
our destined points sooner or later, and by taking this 
pass we might obtain a second opportunity of pushing to 
the head of the I.sonzo valley. If not, there was still the 
chance of crossing into it from Wurzen by the pass of 
Kronau. 

It was time to think of the cure, and we duly pre- 
sented ourselves, with expectant appetites, soon after the 
appointed hour. The good man had shaved since the 
morning, and cleaned his long boots ; he seated us at 
the table, and then withdrew his chair a little distance, on 
declaration that he had himself dined earlier. The house- 
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keeper was evidently very busy within. At her first ap- 
pearance he started up to bring in the dishes, and insisted 
during tlie meal upon acting the part of garjon, notwith- 
standing all our remonstrances. Soup, a savoury omelet, 
turnips, and potatoes — cold, in thin slices, and steeped in 
vinegar — and a capital pudding were the courses ; then a 
pause, and we pushed our chairs from the table to inti- 
mate we had dined to our full satisfaction. But our host, 
while maintaining a lively conversation, still turned a 
furtive eye from time to time towards the kitchen door ; 
at last it opened, and jumping from his seat, he bore in a 
smoking dish of trout, plumped it triumphantly on the 
table, and stepping back a pace or two with a peal of 
hearty laughter, stood rubbing his hands in glee ; while 
the little old housekeeper flitted from side to side behind 
his bulky figure, with a countenance brimful of gratified 
pride. Wo set to again as if we had not dined at all. 

But the countenance of our entertainer was not always 
so radiant ; on the contrary, we were struck with its fre- 
quent relapse into a very melancholy expression, which, 
when alone, we feared might be habitual. The solitary 
and dreary scene in which his lot was cast might be the 
sufficient explanation, especially as several years of his life 
had been passed at Trieste — a far more congenial residence 
for a man of his information. Before ascertaining this, 
we had been rather surprised at some of his questions; 
^were we Catholics,’ was not an unusual one; but the 
further enquiry, whether we were Anglicans or Puritans, 
showed more knowledge of English Protestantism than 
we should have expected in this remote spot. When he 
afterwards asked after ^that eminent Anglican Bishop, 
Pheelipota,’ we did not at the moment recognise, Philpots, 
and were a little puzzled as to who Archbishop ^ Veesinian’ 
could be, till we recollected, Wiseman. What with dinner , 
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and conversation, we almost forgot our long walk back to 
Flitsch, which our kind host admitted it was getting rather 
late for. We put into his hand nearly double what the 
price at one of the inns of the country would have been, 
and did not forget the little housekeeper in the kitchen. 
Both stood at the door with cordial adieus, and friendly 
urgings to accept the offer of beds for a night, if we deter- 
mined to cross the mountains to the Wochein See, in 
which case it would be better to start at three o’clock in 
the morning. As it happened, we did not do so, and 
probably have seen the last of the good priest of Sotscha 
as, in front of his humble parsonage, he watched us dis- 
appear down the rugged pathway. 

The red s\mset-glow can bring beauty into even such a 
scene as this. The effect Wtas like draping bare walls with 
crimson; and for living creatures there were now the fish, 
which quite blackened the green pools with their midti- 
tude, and explained the resources of the cure. The guide, 
too, had now found his tongue, though not much to our 
edification. He pitied our deficiencies, and explained that 
he was master of six languages — German, Italian, Kraine- 
risch or Slovenic, Piedmontese, Bohemian, and Hungarian 
— a wide range of accomplishments, that threw light, we 
thought, upon his special unintelligibleness. It is probable 
that each sentence contained something of all six. Tlie 
valley soon retook all its gloom, deepening every minute ; 
the water was either a blackness, or a whiteness, hurrying 
on below ; the rocks glimmered grey and cold, and the 
path seemed to consist of nothing but heaps of sharp- 
cornered stones. It was quite dark when we reached 
Coritenza, and from thence to Flitsch the pleasant walk 
of the morning was transformed into a groping and a 
stumbling up and down grassy hills, or through narrow 
paths. The result of the day was, that we had acquired a 
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new idea of desolation — aod that we had dined with the 
cure of Sotscha. 

Half a mile from Flitsch, and away from the road, 
stands a lonely church or chapel, with two or three trees 
about it to redeem its nakedness, and to give shade, if you 
seek that spot as a point of view. For this it is well- 
adapted ; thence you may watch the groups of peasantry 
trooping along the numerous footpaths on the open plain, 
or lift your eyes to the mountains circling round. The 
entrance to the pass of Chiusa di Pless, where the old fort 
stands, though out of sight, is the most picturesque direc- 
tion for the eye. The mountains rise there with remark- 
able abruptness, and conical form, some of the lower ones 
covered with brushwood. Amongst them is a tall isolated 
boss, with a single patch of green in the thick wood near 
the seemingly inaccessible summit, which, sloping to the 
south, commands the whole valley. What a place for a 
hermit, we said, if he could but get there! Presently 
applying the telescope to the spot, there truly was the hut 
in the comer of the plot of green I If anyone wishes to 
be in the world, and out of it, at the same time, he could 
not be better suited. Near this is another tall isolated 
hill, of a very sugar-loaf character, called the Sau Kopf, 
the terminal of the narrow ridge bounding the upper 
Isonzo to the north. It is a very counterpart of the Pain 
de Sucre of Courmayeur, and that of Gravarnie, in the 
Pyrenees. 

But now look westwards. I have said nothing about that • 
yet, though it is by far the most characteristic side of the 
Flitsch scenery. Tliere^ is a range of the most arid-looking 
mountains you have ever seen, embossed with rock protu- 
berances of the strangest shapes — ridges, spines, horns, 
all of the hardest and severest character ; while not a single 
stream, cascade, or runlet flashes light or life upon the 



232 


THE DOLOMITE MOUNTAINS. 


savage scene. As we first approached Flitsch this was a 
dark rampart, whose battlements and towers cut sharp 
against the evening sky. In the daytime it was a mass 
of grey distorted forms. 

There lay our next day’s work, at least for Churchill 
and myself. One of those mountains was a great object 
of attraction to the former; and when I said that two 
questions were on our lips when we arrived at Flitsch, 

I forgot the third — ‘ WTiere is the Prestelinik ? ’ Yet it 
is only a question for an insatiable botanist to ask ; no om^ 
else would seek it up there in its fastnesses of snow, and 

of course S and A declined to do so, A far 

different guide from the other was provided for this ex- 
cursion — Anton Mitscherlich — no waster or inn-yard su- 
pernumerary, but a cheery-faced, though wizened and 
brown old man — a man of the mountains, full of stories 
of his gallant life as soldier and chamois hunter. We 
had not yet given up enquiring for the Terglou, and as 
we ascended the sloping base of the mountain — part 
meadow, part stony debris, and part wood — we asked 
how soon it would be visible. ‘Not till we get above 
that,’ said the old man, pointing to the highest of the 
ridges in sight; ‘four hours from hero.’ As this was 
unexpected as well as unwelcome information,^ we began to 
cross-question our companion upon the point. He stopped, 
turned sharp round upon us, and repeated liis statement 
with emphatic distinctness. ‘ Now, believe me,’ he added, 
placing his open hand upon hivS breast, ‘/or I know! 
Then, striking his staff into the ground, he turned quickly 
to the hill again, exclaiming, ‘ Onward ! onward ! we have 
no time for this.’ There was something grand in the ‘ I 
know.’ We apologised, professed our perfect confidence in 
him, and felt that our noble old guide was a born leader of 


men. 
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Something like a ravine, or rather trough, broke through 
the wall of precipices, and towards this we crossed the 
lower slopes. At the edge of the ravine was a scrambling 
and indistinct path, composed principally of single foot- 
holes, among roots of trees and rock ledges : anywhere else 
a stream would have been tumbling down beside us, but 
here it was utter silence ; and we began to understand that 
these- mountains were waterless. Think of Switzerland 
resounding with torrents, or of the Pyrenees gushing with 
bright streams, or of the soddened hills of Scotland, and 
you will appreciate the extraordinary contrast. 

The sun from the east beat full upon us (delays from 
various causes had put our start mucli later than it should 
have been), and we rained perspiration in the toil of hand 
and foot climbing. ‘Water soon,’ said the old guide 
askance, and looking down upon us. Presently he stopped 
at the foot of the precipice we were skirting, and stooping, 
pointed to a small cleft, holding about a breakfast-cup of 
water, as you might in the hollow of your two hands. 
‘ There is never more, and never less,’ said he, ‘ and you 
will find no more till you reach the snow.’ This modicum ! 
It was almost more expressive of scarcity than if there had 
been none at all. One or two peasants were resting there, 
and the grass and rocks were worn with feet, showing that, 
like an oasis in the desert, it was a place of resort. Two 
hours up the ascent and you reach the rim of the gully, out 
of which there should naturally shoot a cascade. Here, 
looking downward on one hand to the valley, through the 
crags and wood of the ravine, and upward on the other to 
the sky, through a wilderness of stones, stood a miserable 
hut, and goat-sheds, trampled all about with miry manure. 
Notwithstanding the assurances that had been given, we 
could hardly believe but that some spring supplied this 
habitation, and ventured to suggest as much. ‘Bring 
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them what you drink,’ said our old hunter ; and a bowl of 
a yellow warm liquid was produced — goat’s whey — so un- 
palatable that we could scarcely touch it, though urged 
repeatedly with ^ Drink, drink; it is wholesome.’ In this 
hovel a distinguished English botanist, two years before, 
had spent a night for the sake of a long day on the Pres- 
telinik. It was now so late in the season that Churchill 
expected to do little more than make himself acquainted 
with the site. 

Above this spot grew only a few liitschen — ^that low, 
twisted matting of pine peculiar to the upper alpine 
region ; herbage was confined to tufts, growing in inter- 
stices or upon ledges ; and higher still, it was a vast 
desolation of stones, or rather blocks, poured down from 
the ashy-pale peaks and precipices around. Here my 
object was attained, and I sat down to sketch the wild and 
soundless scene. Churchill and his guide, speedily reduced 
to pin-points, alone broke the deathly silence as they toiled 
up the enormous motionless stream of stone, white and 
sweeping as a glacier, which descended from a hidden 
source between two peaks ; beyond which again, and 
among glimpses of snow, appeared the grey, and florally 
hopeless-looking form of the Prestelinik. Such an upturned 
wilderness as tiiis is more striking than the corresponding 
scenes of ice and snow. The latter smoothes over all 
form, and the roundness, combined with the glaring white- 
ness, destroys distance as well as variety of feature ; while 
again, there is no such silence as in these waterless soli- 
tudes. The glacier groans and murmurs in its sleep, and 
the rocks about it on a summer day are streaming ; here, 
nothing moves. I puzzled my way down again alone, 
reaching Flitsch after an absence of six hours, and had 
time enough to secure a general view of the whole moun- 
tain mass from the plain, before a storm, which had long 
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been brooding, enveloped all the tops. Evening and the 
tempest came down together, and we should have been 
more anxious for our friend than we were, had it not been 
for confidence in the old guide. About eight o’clock the 
two returned, drenched, but safe. 

I learnt from Churchill the following particulars of his 
expedition after parting from me : — 

Following the course of the wide deep gully, that rose 
steeply up to a distant sky-line, and was filled at its 
lower end with huge blocks as if tumbled pell-mell out of 
a quarry, they got upon a succession of small snow-fields, 
where the footing was much easier and progress more 
rapid. The last patches of herbage, with little cushions of 
Silene acauLis^ were left behind with the blocks. Beyond 
was barrenness, hardly negatived by the isolated appear- 
ance of a few small alpine plants, such as Thlaspi rotun- 
clifolium, Pcqjctver alpimtm^ Arabia cwrulea, &c. Arrived 
close upon the sky-line, a sharp turn to the left, along 
narrow ledges, brought them to the ridge that runs from 
the base of the Prestelinik proper, over the plateau 
towards the Flitscli valley. Ifere the Terglou first showed 
itself. A steep rock-climb led from this point to the 
summit. 

The Prestelinik rises out of the western precipitous 
edge of the great plateau to which it belongs. The eye 
follows the descending lines of the edge until they are lost 
at a tremendous depth in the shades of the Raccolano 
Thai, a continuation by a sudden turn, and with an oppo- 
site slope, of that where Eaibl is placed. The vast wilder- 
ness of the plateau — miles long — is tilted so as to present 
the long slope towards Flitsch; and looking diagonally 
across it, they saw, standing prominently out of the 
corners, the near neighbours of the Prestelinik, Monte 
Cernjala, or the Confin Spitz, the Eombon, Monte Canino, 
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and Monte Baba. Opposite, and to the south-east, rose 
up a similar wilderness plateau. But the centre of interest 
was the majestic mass of the Terglou — twenty miles dis- 
tant as the crow flies — a clear thousand feet higher than his 
neighbours, looking like a king of men surrounded by his 
court. All the multitudinous ashy-pale peaks of the zone 
of mountain-land lying between the parallel lines of the 
Wurzen Save and the Isonzo were distinctly in view ; but 
a diligent examination of the map was required to trace 
out their interlacing lines, and with the guide’s assistance 
to identify them. Mitsclierlich seemed (piite at home in 
this wilderness, and pointed Dut places where gemseii 
(chamois) had been shot last season, wlien he was upon 
this plateau with a son of Count Eadctsky, and a friend 
of his from Vienna. The mackintosh cup being filled 
with snow, in default of water, and drenched with wine, 
prosperity to the Prestelinik and its inhabitants, if 
any, was toasted, and the toilsome descent commenced. 
Whether snow varies in gastronomic (piality under differ- 
ent circumstances, we cannot say. Our guide of to-day 
quite approved of its incorporation with wine ; while, in 
the Pyrenees, the attempt to swallow a morsel was 
strongly deprecated, as tending to produce colic, or, as 
the Bearnais guide expressively put it, ‘ L’hiver dans le 
ventre ! ’ 

To give an idea of the labour involved in clambering 
over these heaps of sterile stones, we may state that 
Mitscherlich estimated the ascent from Flitsch at seven 
hours, which is an unusually long time, distance only 
considered. 

It may be interesting to the reader to add to our own 
record of the characteristics of this ‘ Flitscher Gebirge ’ 
that of an Austrian geologist, given in his report upon 
the geoldgy of the Isonzo district, and to be found in the 
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Journal of the Vienna Geological Society. The clefts and 
the funnels spoken of were also seen by Churchill. Herr 
Stur says — *It is a fearfully desolate plateau, whose 
parallel can hardly anywhere be met with in the Alps. 
I went from Flitsch to the WratnaVrh * (whose precipices 
immedia ely overlook the hut we passed on the ascent), 
and the surmounting of its steep, almost precipitous, 
wall of 5,000 feet in height, before the high alpine 
plateau of the Wratna Vrh is attained, costs not a little 
exertion. Thence I turned my steps in a northerly direc- 
tion, to Monte Cernjala. Upon the plateau itself the 
climber meets with, — here, fearful gulfs — there, gaping 
clefts, that but seldom can be overleapt, and require a 
circuit. Sometimes he finds himself separated by a deep 
and extensive funnel-shaped depression from a pleasant, 
easy-looking, level tract, holding out hopes of better pro- 
gress; but no sooner has he laboriously got across, or round 
it, than a few steps of advance reveals a similar, or some 
new obstacle. The irregular clefts, down which the eye 
cannot see far, can only be estimated, as to depth, by the 
long-continuing sound of stones thrown in for the purpose. 
The funnels, too, often covered over with a thin snow 
crust, forming a deceitful and dangerous bridge, have to 
be tested with stones, that, breaking through and rolling, 
reveal the depth underneath. These, and similar ob- 
stacles, so added to my labour, that instead of the two 
hours which, under ordinary circumstances, would have 
been sufficient for my return from the Cernjala to the 
Eoinbon, five hours and a half were occupied in constant 
movement — clambering, jumping, working round, ascend- 
ing, and descending.’ 

The Isonzo had certainly, so far, given no indication of 
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that beauty which caused Sir Humphry Davy to rank its 
stream as one of the most beautiful in Europe. Its 
interest in this upper part of its course — there is always 
interest where there is character — was quite of another 
sort. At the extreme southern end of the plain of Flitsch, 
however, there was a sudden turn, and a hint of soft tints 
and shapes, which might well be the commencement of a 
lovely region. Tolmein is the first stage, in whose castle 
Dante was for a time a guest ; and next to that is Gorz, 
the seat of the archbishopric and capital of the small 
province of that name, squeezed in between Venetia on 
the west, and Carniola on the east, and descending south- 
ward to the near neighbourhood of Trieste. The whole 
province is almost comprised within the valley of the 
Isonzo, and it does not appear that Sir Humphry Davy 
saw more than the lower portions of it above Gorz. He 
makes no mention of the Predil ; and if he had become 
acquainted with the neighbourhood of Flitsch, its wildness 
would have probably led him to modify his description of 
the river scenery as a whole. 

Yet, even Flitsch had beauties for those who sought 
them. Sunday — which, to our comfort, wjis here a quiet 
day, so that we could either remain within doors undis- 
turbed, or stroll into the fields without passing through 
the racket of a fair— gave us the opportunity of noticing 
several pleasant paths, and gi-een se(juestered nooks, and 
villages, both by the side of the Isonzo, where it wandered 
in its deep course out of sight from the level of the plain, 
and also among the spurs of those arid hills which look 
all so hopeless and forbidding. Here from their cavernous 
sides gush forth the long hidden waters, and many a 
busy mill and cluster of cottage roofs enliven the glens 
and hollows which open unexpecte dly to the view of the 
pedestrian. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE UPPER SAVE. 

Return over the Predil — Sir Humphry Davy’s ‘ Haunt ’ at "Wurzen 
— Pufitsch’s Inn at Kronau— Views above Wurzen — The Lakes of 
Weisscnfels — A Pilgrimage, Mountain and Sledge Practice — Peculiar 
Scenery of the Upper Save — Lengenfeld and the Terglou — A Day 
upon the Prisinig — The Campanula Zoysii — Flocks descending from 
the Mountains. 

In consideration of the greater importance, as a whole, of 
the valley of the Save, we did not pursue the Isonzo 
farther ; and agreed also that with the former it would be 
better to begin at the beginning — its source near Wurzen. 
So, on Monday morning, packed in one long shallow tray, 
the luggage forming the seats, we left Flitsch to retrace 
the pass of Predil. The horses were excellent, and a 
brilliant sky filled us with that joyousness which morning 
sunshine alone can give. The broad mid-day light is not 
however suited to scenery so bare as that of the Predil. 
These stony-faced mountains require the breadths of 
evening shadow, and the glow of evening colour to bring 
out their gloomy grandeur. But the Sebnik even at noon, 
standing as it does with its back to the south, looked an 
awful bulk as we slowly climbed from Unter to Ober 
Preth. The Mangert, on the other hand, as seen again 
from the fortress, was dwarfed under the remorseless 
glare, and did not recover itself, in our estimation, till we 
saw it on its more imposing northern side. We had not 
time to stop at Raibl, but the old Wirthin, disturbed in 
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her cabbage garden by the sound of wheels, telegraphed a 
greeting as we passed, by every gesture she could command. 
Perhaps, if Amelie had been visible we should have spared 
a moment. The Tarvis people seemed equally glad to see 
us ; strangers who disappear over the Predil seldom I sup- 
pose return, and they looked upon our reappearance and 
demand for a second dinner as a special compliment. 
The dull old inn really warmed up into cordial w^elcome ; 
or, perhaps, it was only that the good-natured Kellnerin 
lit up every dark corner with her smiles. 

Early in the afternoon we were ascending the country 
road which leads out of Tarvis eastward, up a succession 
of green and wooded bills, to the small town of Weissenfels, 
where is a foundry, and the stream from the lakes or tarns 
of Weissenfels at the foot of the Mangert, comes rushing 
down a wooded hollow. Soon after this the summit of 
the ridge is gained, and a fine view of the Mangert 
appears on the right, with a perspective of peaks stretching 
onward, evidently the southern boundary of a considerable 
valley, into which, after a space of open country, you find 
yourself descending. This is the Save Thai. We were 
all eagerness for the first impression. Would it answer to 
the visions we had formed ? This we could feel, that there 
was fresh and cheerful beauty in the open pastures of the 
valley itself ; that the soft and wooded hills on the north 
gave it a comfortable air ; and that there was something 
very imposing in the ranges of liTnestone precipice and 
tower which guarded it on the south. We passed through 
the village of Katschach, and then by the side of a small 
and shallow lake with the grass and rushes sloping gently 
into the water ; no other than the source of the Save. A 
shed or two for the use of sportsmen marked it as a resort 
of wild fowl. At present the people were raking the hay 
out of the very ripples. 
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A little farther appeared a clump of trees, upon a hill 
pushed into the valley from the left-hand side, and among 
the trees were some houses and a spire. It was Wurzen — 

‘ my old haunt, Wurzen,’ as the thought-worn philosopher, 
in whose steps we were treading, so lovingly called it. 
During one of his visits he amused himself with com- 
posing a romance : ‘ The Last of the Donoghues.’ Surely 
it must have been during a spell of bad weather ! We 
were wondering whether we should be able to identify 
and obtain the rooms he occupied, when our cogitations 
were disturbed by the appearance of a tall and civilised- 
looking stranger, with a white felt hat of tourist shape, and 
altogether a very tourist air. A figure like that we had 
not seen for weeks. Was this one of our dear countrymen 
already in possession of Wurzen and the Save ? We 
lifted our hats tentatively; the response was hardly 
English, yet not decisive of the point. At the village, a 
rural-looking inn was pointed out, a little way up the hill- 
side, among several scattered houses dropped along the 
tree-shaded road. We drew slowly to the door, and learnt 
from a stout landlady that her rooms were indeed occupied 
— she had but hvo — by a gentlemen from Vienna. He 
was no ‘ Englander,’ but, like an Englander, came every 
year for the fishing. 

It was a great disappointment to be denied admission to 
the ‘ favourite haunt.’ It looked clean and comfortable, 
and its position upon the road which branches off here, and 
crosses the hills to Villach, gave it a commanding view 
down the valley. It commended itself as a sequestered 
retreat, and the white-cui'tained windows above looked very 
cosy. ^ Could we sleep anywhere in the village?’ The 
landlady, hitherto provokingly unconcerned, relaxed so far 
in our favour as to send round to two or three houses, and 
we dispersed ourselves up divers old staircjises, discovering 

s 
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a room here, and a room there, full of lumber or garden 
stores, and not at all inviting for the week’s sojourn we 
proposed. We returned to the inn, a group had gathered 
there, and ‘ Kronaii ’ and ^ Pufitsch ’ were on every lip, 
— ^the former, a village we could see about two miles down 
the valley; the latter, a personage who made provision 
there for strangers. 

It was a pleasant drive, and tlie valley began to exercise 
its charm, especially as, on approaching Kronaii, we found 
it occupying the entrance to a magnificent defile on the 
south, whence a stream came sweeping in a broad water- 
washed course; the first accession to the hitherto feeble 
Save, which it raised at once to the dignity of a river. 
Through the village we went, inquiring for Herr Pufitsch, 
till, after passing the tin-plated church spire, a handful 
of shavings suspended from a lath indicated an inn, while 
a brightly coloured picture of various articles of drapery, 
stuck at the side of the door, explained that it was also a 
shop. Two young people had, in fact, just set up in busi- 
ness with a baby in arms— -and very little else. Our 
arrival was an alarming incident. There was commotion in 
the house ; a woman ran up stairs, and a man ran down, 
and the haus knecht, or Jack-of-all-trades — he was cer- 
tainly both carpenter and ostler — stood at the door and 
stared ; at last Herr Pufitsch himself, a pale-faced young 
man, pushed his way to the front, and doffing his cap 
awaited our explanations. Two rooms newly furnished, 
and therefore clean, were at our service above stairs, 
though various extraneous articles had first to be removed ; 
the young Herr working with a will, but with very little 
notion of the result desired. 

To give time for these arrangements, we strolled back 
that evening through tho fields to Wurzen; a green and 
woodland walk. We said to ourselves that the Save would 
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do. Turn southward, and all was grandeur ; northward, 
and it Wiis soft and lovely. The air was fresh and Alpine, 
the cottages white and clean. Kroiiau, though small, 
possessed good-sized houses, and had a brisk and tidy air ; 
doing credit to Carniola within whose frontiers we now 
were. After dark, one solitary light beamed in the quiet 
street, — it burned there both day and night before a shrine 
of the Virgin. Though we had lost Wurzen, we soon 
reconciled ourselves to Kronau, splendid weather making 
up for many deficiencies in poor Pufitsch’s establishment. 

Sir Humphry Davy, usually came to Wurzen by the 
road from Villach. It crosses the hills that soon become 
a lofty mountain range, the Karavanken Alps, separating 
the valley of the Save from its neighbour the Drave. He 
thus describes one of his arrivals : — 

‘ The views from Villach along this high mountain road 
are very glorious. The road is through forests of beech 
trees and spruce firs ; the mountains on the Italian side 
occasionally crested with snow. But in descending (i. 
down to Wurzen) these mountains open on the view in 
tli(*/ir grefitness. They present the noblest forms calcareous 
rocks can assume, and a great variety of colours. They 
rise above beautiful green valleys and high wooded moun- 
tains breasted with snow, and presenting their inaccessible 
summits to half the sky.’ 

We devoted our first morning to testing this description. 
F roll! Wurzen the road ascends by zig-zags till it reaches 
a rather bare valley which crosses the ridge. It is on the 
northern, or Villach side, that the woods of beech occur ; 
through these the road, by many windings, reaches, in the 
first instance, the valley of the Gail, but passes immediately 
out of it into that of the Drave. Here necessarily our old 
friend the Dobratsch is the principal object ; Jis soon as the 
edge of the descent on that side is reached, the continuous’ 
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range of yellow-red precipices are fully displayed, and the 
small white pilgrimage chapel on the summit can he 
discerned.* But the road is so immediately sunk among 
trees and gorges tliat it is diflicult to obtain an outlook 
over the two noble valleys beneath. Itetiiriiing towards 
the Save, occurs the scene of Sir Humpliry’s description. 
We are bound to admit that on the present occasion we 
were disappointed, but it must have been owing to un- 
favourable conditions of some sort : j)artly that it Wius 
blinding mid-day, partly that we had weakened the im- 
pression by frequent observation as we came along; 
partly, perhaps, that sensitiveness to any scenery was dulled 
for a time. That our present appreciation was not the 
correct one, may be gathered from the fact that in tlie 

following year C and A coming this way from 

Villach, and opening therefore upon tlui ])rospect as Sir 
Humphry did, were quite as much struck with its gran- 
deur ; and considered this the finest possible introduction 
to the mountains of the St'ive. 

On the present occasion the view from the hill above 
Wurzen, a sort of open down, ami displaying a timi stri'tch 
of the valley, checked our incipient murmuring; and in 
the evening we were enchanted with the prospect com- 
manded by a small green plateau on the steiq) Alp-side 
opposite Kronau. Those inaccessible summits occupying 
half the sky,’ were imnujdiately in front, vanishing on 
either hand in a vast perspective; while tl»o setting sun 
was streaming crimson from the west along the entire 
length of valley, a gorgeous sight. 

Our second excursion was to the small lakes at the foot 
of the Mangert, the favourite and principal resort of our 
philosopher. A rough, but handy, vehicle carried us 
through Wurzen to Ratschach. Then, on foot, we followed 

* An ascent of this mountain two years alter is dcscriLcd in our 17th chapter. 
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Ji cart-track to the left, more or less marked, through 
pastures and woods, till we entered the glen which has 
been already described as descending to Weissenfels. 
Turning in the opposite direction, the enormous walls 
of the Mangert, flecked and wreathed with snow, rise up 
sublimely before you, Ifou seem penetrating to their 
very base. Suddenly the torrent at your side has ceased 
its roar, and 3^011 find in its stead a silent lake deep among 
the trees. Farther, and a second lake is seen, still so 
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Here the great Chemist spent long and lonely days; 
lighting a fire on that patch of shore from the dead wood 
provided by winter storms, and cooking the fish he caught. 
On his first visit he says : ‘ I have seldom viewed a scene of 
more savage and peculiar wildness ; ’ perhaps there is too 
much of surrounding wood to answer precisely to that 
description ; but the trees and brushwood add greatly to 
the sense of seclusion. Eising thick behind, and hiding 
the lower lake and all below, they screen the spot from 
intrusion, and shut you up to the one spectacle of the 
gleaming water, and the vast quarry-like precipice of 
mountain. It is a spot that would have suited the author 
of ^ Vathek ; ’ we know it suited the author of ‘ Con- 
solations,’ and that it soothed the hxst days of a philosopher. 
How many threads of subtle speculation were spun in that 
busy mind as he sat on these lichened rocks ! How often, 
with sudden inspiration, would his genius flash light upon 
some secret of nature, as he brooded in the silence of this, 
one of her choicest solitudes! And again, how many an 
hour was passed of sad despondency under the fatal disease 
that pursued him, even to this far retreat ! Sucli a scene 
one might have stumbled on and thought it grand, but its 
association with this bright intelligence and suflfering 
frame, has bestowed a consecration beyond the power of 
nature’s utmost necromancy. 

A passage exists hero, by the side of the Mangert, to the 

pass of Predil, a very fine excursion. C explored for 

some distance by the base of the mountain, while I sketched 
the view from the upper lake. He overtook us on our 
return, while still in the romantic and roaring gorge which 
descends from the silent basin of the lakes towards the 
little world of life at Weissenfels, and the greater one of 
Tarvis, for the stream, thrown westward instead of east- 
ward, turns aside from the near source of the Save, and 
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finally enters the Gail. It seemed a rather long walk 
back to Ratschach, though probably not more than four 
miles, but we had taken the excursion without a guide, and 
had to pick out the path. Returning from Ratschach to 
Kronau we passed again the pool of the Save, and watched 
for the occurrence of the ^ Sorgente Sava,’ circular bub- 
bling holes in the water, which seem to have attracted 
Davy’s particular attention; but we saw none that we 
could attribute to any other cause than fish or insects. 

That day we had been pilgrims to a shrine of nature 
and of science ; the next we made a pilgrimage in a more 
literal sense to a ‘ holy mountain ’ — ^the Luschari Berg — 
beyond Tarvis, in Carinthia, almost on the borders of 
Friuli. On our excursion to Weissenfels, its conical shape, 
with a minute white speck upon its narrow summit, 
the pilgrimage church, rose in the distance. The place 
was very noted in all these parts, and Pufitsch strongly 
recommended the expedition for the wonderful view. So 
the one horse of Kronau was put to the pole (they always 
drive here in that lop-sided manner) and the one old 
driver tucked his wisp of straw under him for a seat, and 
away we went on Thursday morning, back again over the 
Weissenfels road, and so down to Tarvis, and up on the 
other side, and through Upper Tarvis on the great road, 
away towards the Pontebba pass. The driver made a 
feeble attempt to deposit us at the inn of Ober Tarvis ; 
this we resisted, but noted that both the inn and the 
people had a comfortable look which might remove, 
another time, the objection to Tarvis on the score of ac- 
commodation. Five miles farther is Saifnitz, immediately 
at the foot of the mountain ; before reaching it, a footpath 
for the use of pilgrims coming in this direction strikes off 
on the left, and there the figure of an angel with silvered 
wings, on the top of a small column, stands by way of 
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finger-post, with ontstretched Jirm pointing the way to the 
sacred hill. It was more convenient for us to disregard the 
angelic invitation. 

There are several inns at Saifnitz, which must make 
great gain of godliness, as also numerous booths in a 
ravine, about half a mile from the town, where the real 
ste(?pness commences. Here are all sorts of provision fijr 
the flesh, which is apt to arrive, whether on the ascent or 
descent, tired and thirsty, and in need of shade. For the 
last, interlaced boughs of trees forming a rough thatch, 
and supported on posts, shelter rows of benches for some 
distance on each side the path. It was rather a vacant 
hour when we passed, and we had each been fortified 
already by a glass of tokay at Saifnitz. In the course 
of the climb, however, we met several parties of returning 
pilgrims, some of them respectable-looking women, in 
<|uite other than peasant dress — one in white muslin, and 
with a parasol — yet all walking barefoot and carrying 
their shoes. These we expected would soon be found, a 
merry company, in the booths below. The path, though 
unrelentingly steep, was broad and worn, and, for at least 
the first half of the ascent, was carefully and variously 
V)atched — by blind men at set dishuices, by very old women 
judiciously interspersed, and by flying patrols of cliildren, 
each and all with the inevitable extended palm — that 
itching palm — and the endless plaint. Such a gigantic 
begging system was too much for us ; and besides, was it 
not necessary to put in a Protestant caveat against ^ good 
works? ’ So we looked stern rel)uk(\ for which the blind 
men, at any rate, were not much the worse, and left tlie 
almsgiving to the genuine pilgrim. 

It is called three hours to the summit. The greater 
part of the distance is up an interminable gully, which 
shuts out all prospect except that immediately behind. 
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and this consists only of dull grey hills. At last the open 
alp is gained, where the path ascends, terrace-like, round 
the conical summit of the Berg. Then the view begins to 
open, and tlni cliiirch and a few buildings are seen above; 
These consist of a house for the priests, another for 
travellers and sick pilgrims, and a cluster of l)OOths, not 
like those below for refreshment, but for the sale of 
rosaries, trinkets, and votive offerings, — all mere tinsely 
rubbisli as regarded their material value, unless some of 
the rosaries of polished stones be excepted. Here, again, 
we were too late for th(3 fixir ; the lUrOss of pilgrims for the 
day had completed their task, though one poor fellow, an 
elderly peasant, was still a quarter of a mile below, toiling 
on his knees up the gravelly path. He was moving very 
slowly, with a jerk and a pause, and a haul upon his staff, 
as ho thrust forward each wounded knee. An hour after- 
wards we saw him prostrate on his face before the altar in 
the church. It was a spectacle of contrition; a visible 
acknowledgment of a deep-felt need ; we believed he 
might have been taught a better way of crucifying the 
flesh, and a nearer approach to a still holier altar ; yet we 
looked with sympathy and reverence upon this expres- 
sion of Grod-given aspirations, which had found no other 
channel. 

The church was built in 1360 upon the spot where, 
according to tradition, the shepherds found a carved 
wooden image of the Jladonna among the juniper bushes. 
The other buildings are of later origin ; all occupying a 
hollow Just below the actual summit. In the church, a 
small edifice, there was nothing but mean and tawdry 
decoration, and to us no element of sanctity except the 
soul-trouble of that figure stretched upon the floor ; while 
the faint smell of incense, and tluj sickly odour of a recent 
assemblage, inclined us to seek with small delay the pure 
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air and noble prospect of the mountain top. There, under 
the infinite arch, were spread majestically round, some 
of the great things of God, which it was worth a pilgri- 
mage to behold. We stood upon a space hardly large 
enough for a dozen people, and were immediately join(?d 
by two priests, who, like panorama men, began to designate 
the features of the view. One was a young man, for the 
residence attached to the church is a sort of seminary, 
though resorted to only in the summer ; the other, a man 
of middle age, had that open, honest, simple-hearted ex- 
pression, characteristic of mountain men, whether priests, 
guides, or hunters. 

And here, as this good man stands beside us, let us say 
our word for these Catholic clergy of the mountains. W e 
could not admire the rites they administered, nor their 
connivance at peasant superstitions, but we could often 
much admire the men themselves. They were, as a class, 
hard-working and conscientious, often, like the Cure of 
Sotscha, intelligent and well informed ; and, as far as we 
had intercourse with them, courteous and hospitable. 
Theirs is no pampered lot ; they have to face weather and 
danger, like their peasant parishioners, and do it bravely. 
When they come across Protestant leanings in their people, 
as they sometimes do, no doubt the professional man is 
touched to the quick, and they are no more charitable than 
the professional man generally is, when his particular 
function is in danger. Their natural weapon is then the 
anathema, and that is an ugly weapon, wounding the hand 
that wields it. A curse generally clings the most fatally to 
him by whom it is uttered. The priest, from the nature of 
his calling, is more exposed to this danger than other men ; 
and if the odium theolofficum is a hateful hate, it is yet 
the more excusable in proportion to the profounder 
importance, and to the soul-moving character of the 
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matters with which it deals. It was not our part to probe 
this sore place, and we saw only the better — the genial 
— side, of the clerical character in these remote valleys. 

Our two friends, upon this peak of prospect, were 
thoroughly enthusiastic about the ‘ Aussicht and it was 
truly a noble view. Eastward, the eye was led down the 
valley of the Save, with its long line of Carniolan peaks, 
following in succession from the near mass of the Mangert. 
Of course, the Terglou was not visible — that respectable 
mountain was fast becoming a joke; here he hides 
behind the Mangert. Westward, there was the furrow 
of the Pontebba Pass to the angle where it turns off 
toward Italy; and beyond it a rather dim confusion of 
Friulian mountains. Northward, appeared the white cones 
of the snowy Norics, distant, but set sharply, like a rim of 
frosted silver, upon the horizon — among them the Gross 
Glockner. Too distant for grandeur, these only possessed 
the interest always attaching to the pure snow. Southward, 
was the most striking scene. There, stood the magnifi- 
cently jagged peaks of the Wischberg, rising out of the 
unfathomable depths — a group of giants ! We were 
near enough to their wild inaccessible summits to realise 
all their fearfulness. Such a scene strikes awe vntli 
the sense of power it presses upon the mind — ^power, not 
in action, but in absolute repose, which is perhaps the 
more impressive of the two. It is force congealed and 
dormant. Here we looked and questioned long, for each 
of these monsters has a name, and the name invests with 
personality and in some sort informs with soul. Adam set 
an example which all his sons have followed, and that not 
merely for convenience of memory. There is a far deeper 
significance in the necessity. We claim and elevate into 
our own spiritual region the thing we have named. 
It is the baptism which mind bestows upon matter. 
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The priests wore biisy.with their staves, pointing and 
naming for an lioiir. These great presences of nature 
were their friends of morning, noon, and eve. ^ Oh,’ said 
they, ^the sunrise! Oh, what magnificence!’ and they 
spread out their arms towards the sweep of the horizon, 
as if they would embrace the glorious spectacle. 

We were half inclined to yield to their persuasions, and 
spend the night in the pilgrim’s house, though the accom- 
modation was of the roughest, in order to secure the burst 
of morning upon the scene ; but it would have cost too 
much disarrangemeiit of our plans. After, therefore, 
painting the features of the view carefidly upon our 
brain-tablt‘ts, — it was too extensive for the poor efforts 
of the pencil, — we descended, after the manner of men, to 
dinner at the small refreshment house, where, considering 
the labour of bringing up every article of provision, it was 
very tolerably served. 

Then came the (]uestion of getting down again. We 
might do it on foot of course, but that would take two or 
three hours, and besides, that was not ‘ a la mode.’ For 
all who can pay for it there is a peculiar contrivancci of 
descent which, sooth to say, had been one of the attractions 
of the mountain, though, whether or no to avail ourselves 
of it, was matter of much discussion. Standing about the 
house were two or three men with long spikes attached to 
their shoes, and h'aning against the walls appeared cer- 
tain light wooden frames with long handles ; tiiese are 
sledges (Schlitten), and, to do the mountain properly, you 
should go down it, like a streak of lightning, on one of 

them. It looked a (jiieer and nervous operation ; the 
sledge marks were visible down the steep crest for some 
distance, and then pitched round a corner into unknown 
space. There were, moreover, hut two men available just 

then, so tliat our party must ho divided. S and A 

were, however, willing to try, and all the little colony 
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of the hill assembled to see them packed. The priests 
jissured us of their safety, and that they would reach the 
bottom in twenty minuto ; one portly old fellow, with a 
trombone of a voice, was not only emphatic in his assur- 
ances, but, putting a hand on the shoulder of each of the 
men preparing to descend, warned them to take special 
care of the two English ladies. Yet you should have seen 
them as they were tilted over the edge! A small pillow 
tied on each sledge formed the seat; two crooked pegs 
were all there was to hold by ; the feet were pressed 
against the runners. For precaution, a string gathered 
in all habiliments lest they should catch against the rocks. 
The men, putting themselv(‘s between the handles in front, 
and leaning well backward, struck their spik(‘s into the 
ground — in a minute they were beyond shouting distance 
— in a minute more, were shooting round the shoulder of 
the hill, and, whether for better or for worse, our wives 
were gone ! 

As we could not know the result till we had reached the 
bottom ourselves, we made hurried adieus to the friendly 
priests, and set off at our best s})eed down the path we had 
ascended, reaching Baifnitz in an hour and half. We met 
two or three sledges coming up, carried on their driver's 
backs, but could not learn tlie fate of those in which wo 
were interested. At the door of the inn, however, we 
spied them, propped against the wall ; and within doors 

were S and A , hanlly yet knowing, it seemed, 

whether they stood on their heads or their heels. They 
described their unwonted flight as a short agony, — which it 
must be also for the sledgemen themselves, who were 
streaming with perspiration and looked much exhausted. 
The men either ran with the sledges, guiding them round 
the many turns that occurred, and pulling tiieiii lightly over 
obstacles; or, when tl\e descent favoured, suddenly seating 
tliemselves in front of cju*h occupant, left tlie sledgt^ to its 
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own momentum ; then down went driver and sledge, and 
lady and all, at a velocity which took away the breath. If 
a check occurred, or the ground varied, the spiked feet 
were struck out in a moment; but what with speed, 

shaking, and fright, poor S and A were aching 

all over; and though glad to have acquired an experience, 
were not inclined to repeat the experiment. 

Naturally, more tokay followed this exploit, and before 
we left, ill mai’ched the portly priest with a long and 
strong alpenstock in hand. He had descended from his perch 
to see how we all fared. Shouting and laughing, and shaking 
liands many times over, he poured out his congratula- 
tions, requiring us, moreover, to renew again and again 
our praises of the view from his favourite Berg. ‘ Nothing 
like it in Switzerland,’ he exclaimed, ^ nothing like it, eh !’ 
Then, turning to the innkeeper, he roared out ; ‘ Here 
are Russians, Bavarians, French, English, and Turks, all 
coming to the Luschari-Berg — all the world is coming — 
nothing like it in Switzerland, nothing like it, I say !’ Wo 
w’ere the first, English, I fancy, who had made the pilgrim- 
«age within the historic period, and our advent was a 
sensation. It was rather amusing, however, to find our- 
selves again associated wdth Turks. 

The drive of three hours through the limpid atmosphere 
was one of those pleasures which only a southern climate 
can bestow. The absolute purity of every tint, and the 
definiteness, and yet delicacy, of every form, are astonish- 
ing; while the smooth softness of the air you breathe is a 
positive ijhysical delight. It was twiliglit as we climbed 
the last hill above Weissenfels, and entered upon our 
valley. The stars were out as we passed the pool of the 
Save ; troops of them danced in its waters, and the long 
line of dark peaks vandyked the dark sky. A little later, 
and the gleam across the road of the shrine lamp at 
Kronau, told us we were home again. 
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There is this peculiarity about the scenery of the upper j 
or, as it is often called, the Wurzen Save, that the grand 
limestone range on the south, while, as a line of peaks, it 
almost everywhere gives token of its presence, is at suc- 
cessive intervals displayed suddenly and magnificently to 
view by short lateral valleys. It is as if the mass of 
debris, which encumbers the base of the lofty chain, and 
forms the immediate hill-side as seen from the valley, had 
been at intervals scooped away, so as to reveal the bare 
masonry of that stupendous wall. The suddenness with 
wliich each of tlu^se rock glimpses breaks upon the eye 
greatly adds to the effect. You pass down between rounded 
and wooded hills, and in a moment the wood and the hill 
have disappeared on your right, and you look into the 
depths of a vast amphitheatre— tier upon tier of pale, 
pitiless rock — ‘ occupying half the sky,’ to (^uote Davy’s 
expressive phrase. The first of these openings runs up to 
the high wall connecting the Mangert with the Predil 
Kogel ; the second brings to view the Mittags Kogel ; 
the third is filled by the Mangert, and holds the lakes 
of Weisscnfels; the fourth occurs near Ratschach, and 
displays the Sebnik and Traunik; the fifth, near Wur- 
zen, breaks a way up to the Moistroka; the sixth, at 
Kronau, brings the Prisinig to view ; a seventh, a little 
lower down, is very characteristic of this scenery ; it shows 
the bare masses of the Spik and the Kukowa; and the 
eighth, at Lengenfeld, has the honour and glory of un- 
veiling the Terglou itself. 

Lengenfeld was destined for our next excursion. No- 
thing could exceed the beauty of the weather all the 
time we were in this Save country, and we rattled down 
the valley under the purest of skiey canopies. The 
scenery was richer and more gracious every mile — always 
excepting the burst of savage grandeur at Mitte])erg, 
where the bare, blistered, snow-streaked Spik stood 
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sternly in the yiip. Approaching Lengcnifeld, a village 
out of the road on the left, sprawling up the hill, and 
encompassed hy rich grcc'iiery, a broad vista opened 
southwards — too broad and too deep to answer to the 
abrupt breaks I have described; and instead of being 
filled by the bulk of th(' Terglou, as we had hoped, that 
mountain was retired among a wilderness of inferior 
peaks — dignified, but very tantalising, behaviour, and far 
from bearing out that passage in Alurray which speaks 
of ‘the rugged precipices of this magnificent mountain 
terminating the view.' Dismiss that vision of the Terglou, 
and you \vill probably not be disappointed, for it is a 
beautiful and varied scene. 

The busy village of Aloistrana occupies the bottom of 
the valley, and is surrounded by orchards, gardens, bright 
green pastures, mills, and a foumlry ; and, where the lane 
turns off to it from the high road, stands, of all things, a 
direction-post to a waterfall ! It was a dreadful tourist 
s}inptom ; and we had Ix'en so long accustomed to find 
out our waterfalls for ourselves, that mi were inclined to 
resent the indignity of l>eing shown one. The fact was, 
we had now trenched upon the excursion grounds of the 
gay lake of Veldes, several miles l)elow; and a panting 
gentleman in syjectacles, following his fat dame in a cart 
down the stony track, soon corroborated it. Churchill 
and his wife, however, were not to be daunted, either by 
the heat, which was now fierce upon the shadeless path, 
or by the possibility of stumbling upon a pic-nic They 
did not find their three hours’ walk ill repaid. The way 
thither was pleasantly and agreeably varied. A consider- 
able body of water, taking into account the dryness of the 
season and the character of the district, fell over a broad 
ledge of rock that projected, for a mile or more, along the 
face of the northern wall of the valley, and plunged into 



LENGKNPELD. 


257 


ii deep basin excavated in the enormous heaps of debris 
below. Climbing up the debris to a level with the fall, 
they found a deep and lofty cavern behind it; and, from 
the point where they stood, a small and perfect circle of 
rainbow played over the spray at their feet, contrasting 
charmingly with the rich dark-brown of the wet rocks, 
studded in every chink and crevice with lovely ferns, and 
the graceful foliage of Astrantw cai'niolica* 
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As for S and myself, we wandered towards an an- 

cient church, but found the shade of some walnut trees 
upon greensward so welcome, that I was easily persuaded 
ihy proper function was to sketch a field shrine which 
sto'Od handy in the sunlight. It was a quaint conical- 
roofed thi^g, with niches on its four sides, in each of 
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which, faint blotches of colour indicated that a frescoed 
saint was waxing dim. Beside it, stretched one of tlie 
long Carniolan racks, empty as yet of its stores of beans 
and barley; and beiiiud, the rocky outline of the Lengen- 
feld side of the valley rose white in the hot sunlight. 

We had arranged for dinner at a small inn at Lengenfeld, 
where the mistress, when meat was mentioned, reminded 
us, with grave surprise, that it was Friday; as soon, 
however, as she understood the rights and privileges of 
English heretics in that particular, she was willing to do 
her best, and succeeded excellently. There is one neat 
whitewashed bedchamber, and we conceived that a quiet 
couple might find this pretty village very pleasant quarters 
for a summer. 

Again there was the jog-trot home in the delicious 
twilight. There is a primitive country inn at that end of 
Xronaii, bearing for sign a picture of the disciples and the 
‘Stranger’ at the door of Emmaus, with the inscription, 
‘ Abide with us, for the day is far spent.’ It seemed 
always appropriate in the dusk of evening, and suitable 
to the homely simplicity of the house. We have since 
frequently met with this inscription on houses of enter- 
tainment. Ours was more pretentious, though it boasted 
only a bunch of shavings. Under them, far into star- 
light, sat a group of smokers, who would rise and salute 
as we approached, Pufitsch holding a candle overhejid, 
appearing from within to escort us upstairs — not to a 
comfortable salle, however, but to a dreary open landing, 
where the dirty cloth of the previous meal, and of many 
before that, was spread upon an extempore deal table; 
Among divers relics with which it was sure to be strewed, 
was the one lump of butter, daily diminishing, and now 
hacked to almost its last fragment. There was no prospect 
of a fresh supply; and though we pitied young Mrs. 
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Piifitsch in her troubles, between baby upstairs, and pot- 
boiling below, we could not admire her domestic manage- 
ment. 

Yet we must hold to Kronau a little longer. Saturday 
was to be a great day — a day devoted to an excursion 
which C and myself must take alone. I have men- 

tioned the opening behind Kronau, a winding, solemn- 
looking gorge, with a broad white bed, partly stream and 
partly stones, Davy appreciated this grand portal. ^ Took 
a ride at six,’ he says, ^ to the opening of the glen below, 
where another stream joins the Save — a glorious valley!’ 
It leads to the recesses of the Prisinig; and from its upper 
end there strikes a path over the Julian range into the 
valley of the Tsonzo, though far above the village of our 
hospitable Cure of Sotscha. KSomebody has told Mr. 
Murray enough about it to lead him to say that ^the 
scenery is of the boldest character.’ Morning and evening 
we had looked up this gorge, reserving it for a last and 
crowning expedition. 

• Xlorning air and morning light, with peaks ahead to 
reflect its glow ; stout alpenstocks, a well-filled wallet, a 
lithe bright-eyed guide, and an inspiring sense of adven- 
ture — what elements of earthly happiness ! For two hours 
we kept to the broad bed of the torrent ; then, in company 
with a party of senrienj or cheese-makers, bound to fetch 
cheeses from the Isonzo, whom we had overtaken, we 
mounted for two more hours steep slopes of grass, or 
threaded a difficult upw.ard path through pine forests, 
having always on our left the amazing walls and terraces 
of bare rock tliat build up the Prisinig. As we mounted 
higher, and higher still, the ledges where the chamois feed, 
or retire for their noonday siesta, were exposed to view ; 
but the sunshine streaming across prevented our guide 
from pickiujij any of tliern out, though he w.ns certain they 
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would be there; and, as he confessed to having sliot as 
many as seventy-six, — that is to say, committed so many 
acts of poaching, — he might be considered a man of expe- 
rience. After leaving the torrent, that want of water, 
which afflicts the Isonzo mountains, began to show itself ; 
and we found all the cheese-makers, who were a little in 
advance, flung down in every attitude of repose beside a 
rill — ^the only symptom of a stream on the whole mountain- 
side. 

From the summit of the pass we diverged to the left, 
towards the shoulder of the Prisinig, upon which we in- 
tended to mount as high as possible, and thence survey 
the course of the Isonzo. To have descended to the deep 
valley would have been useless fatigue. On this*side .in 
enormous gerdll descends from the sheer precipices of the 
Prisinig. That term is applied in the Alps to those vast 
slopes of stones — not pebbles, but angular fragments, from 
the size of those of a macadamized road to that of a chest 
of drawers, — which shoot downward from a mountain 
side, in a line of mathematical straightness, often for* 
several thousand feet. Among these mountains the geriill 
is a remarkable feature, and here was one of the com- 
pletest specimens. For two hours we crossed it diagonally, 
continually bearing upward, and attained at length a bluft’ 
of rock with a little soil and heather, which gave us all w(i 
wanted. It commanded a perfect view of the head of the 
Isonzo valley, which curls round upon itself in a most 
singular manner, like the end of q, shepherd’s crook ; its 
sides being also of remarkable depth and steepness. 
Trenta, its highest village, occupies the point where it 
begins to bend, and w^as so immediately at our feet, that a 
dislodged fragment might have almost bounded down upon 
its church roof, which yet was so far below, as to be 
but a. speck among the other little roof specks. The 



A PRIZE FOR THE VASCULUM. 


261 


wonderfully precipitous sides of the mountains at the back 
of the Terglou ranged eastward, like successive buttresses ; 
and to the west were the like towering buttress masses of 
the Sebnik and Mangert, To have ascended higher, we 
must have attacked the summit precipices of the Prisinig, 
and turned our backs upon this view ; so we emptied the 
wallet and dined, while eagles sailed slowly by beneath, on 
balanced wings. 

Churchill spent all the time that could be spared among 
these arid crags, and found his reward. It was in crossing 
the gerbll that, after lagging for some time among its 
hopeless-looking blocks, where to my eye, at least, no 
green thing grew, he (piietly remarked on rejoining me, ‘ I 
have found it at last.’ The prize was a very tiny floweret, 
the Campanula^ Zoysiij peculiar to Carniola and South 
Styria, not more than three inches long, with a slender 
leafy stem rising out of a rosette of leaves, and crowned 
by a pale-blue, narrow, tube-like flower, bearded at its 
mouth, very different from any other European Campor- 
niUa, To discover more specimens was an object ; and by 
close and continued search, several others were added to 
the vasculum; but in recrossing the geroll, which had 
afforded the first discovery, it seemed as if the only 
individual had been already captured. 

Instead of retracing the path of the morning, we took 
a rather difficult but director course, much closer to the 
Prisinig; and our guide, continually approaching every 
vantage spot, searched long, but vainly, the ledges of the 
stupenilous walls above, for some sign of chamois, uttering 
repeatedly a peculiar whistle in imitation of that by which 
the chamois sentinels are supposed to spread the alarm; 
but nothing stirred. It was amusing to witness the ab- 
stracted absorption of his gaze and the dilation of his eye, 
as he stood, without the movement of a limb, watching as 
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a cat would a bird. To him the great prize of life was 
game. It was astonishing to be told that up the craggy and 
tangled steeps which we wore now descending — using often 
the elastic branches of the latsclien by wliich to let'our- 
selves down — a bear, in the spring, had carried or dragged 
the carcass of an ox which he had killed below. These 
creatures, and wolves also, wander over from Croatia, espe- 
cially in the early part of tlie year, and are tracked and 
killed by the villagers of the Save. We slaked our thirst 
at the water issuing from a snow-bed. Some of the finest 
precipice effects are to be seen about here, not only among 
those of tht? Prisinig, but in a vast jiin phi theatre of rock 
wliich joins it on the north, full into which we looked on 
our descent, its grandeur heightened by illumination from 
the western sky, above theldack tops of the pine forest. 

As the red-tinted gloom of evening fell around us, we 
descended from the woods upon tluj green border of the 
wide and wasteful torrent. Here, sounds which had for 
some time filled the air were explained; a largo flock of 
sheep and goats were dribbling down the opposite moun- 
tain side, and following the course of the stream to Kronaii. 
It was the last day of August, and their summer sojourn 
on the alpine pastures was ended. Three shepherds, wear- 
ing large bunches of dark-blue monkshood in their hats, 
and one fine dog, who seemed to consider driving no part 
of his business, accompanied them. It was by voice aiul 
gesture only that the flock were guided, spreading loosidy 
for more than a mile, and jii»gling their many-toned bcills. 
The sheep, content with an occasional nibble, pursued their 
way in a peaceful frame of mind; but the goats, with 
which they were intermixed, betrayed their restless and 
inquisitive temper by bleatings, and excursions across the 
strearn, whence it required many wheedling calls from the 
shepherds to lure them back. Jioth sheep and goats, 
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liowever, were mightily tempted by our pockets, and licked 
our hands for the expected salt. When Kronaii came in 
sight, the hillocks round were seen covered with people, 
and, availing themselves of an open space, the shepherds — 
significant sight — ‘separated the sheep from the goats.’ 
Then, marshalling the former into a compact mass of 
white woolly backs, the principal shepherd marched at 
their head, with quick military step, through the town, 
jjroud to bring his charge safely home, and welcomed by 
every voice. 

S and A liad met us outside Kronau. It was 

several weeks since we had received any letters, and during 
our absence a batch of them had arrived. The grave faces 
of our wives prepared us in measure for the sad tidings 
tliey bore. The remainder of the journey Avas shortened, 
and robbed of its gh'ofiil joyousness; but we must not 
alloAv our pages to be darkened with the shadow v/hich 
then fell upon ourselves. 

The following day, a serene and lovely Sunday, it was 
as if nature had surrounded us with her most soothing 
influences; and, as at Flitsch, there wjis welcome quiet in 
the village, though a large number of the valley peasantry 
were jussembled round the church. The women wore gene- 
rally a broad band of black velvet over a white cap, which 
had rather a picturesque effect ; and the men, almost 
universally, black boots up to the knee, somewhat in the 
fashion of Frederick the Great. There was a prevalence 
of blue eyes in the population, with an open and pleasant 
countenance, which gave a favourable impression of the 
peasantry of this portion of the Save. Even in this 
cheerful valley many fatal accidents were depicted on the 
memorial tablets. One, which had occurred by night, at 
the bridge near Kronau, when the stream was in flood, 
had sadly perplexed the artist, who was only equal to 
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daylight effects. To get over the difficulty, he put torches 
into the hands of all the hyst-anders, and that was con- 
sidered to sufficiently indicate darkness ! 

That evening, S — ^ and myself, following a steep path 
up a hill on the north side of the valley, two or three miles 
below Kronau, and marked by a small white shrine which 
always shone like a star in the setting sun, reached a 
spot, which— upon that occasion, for tiie beauty beneath our 
feet and above our hejuis, earth and sky all radiant in 
rainbow hues — is almost unparalleled in our recollection. 
The Luschari l^erg was enveloped in the golden haze of 
the west, whence the rays streamed down the Save valley, 
illuminating every farm and village, every forest-crow i fed 
hill, and every bare peak, till the lovely view faded into a 
mist of dolphin colours in the extreme east. ‘ Yes,’ w(‘ 
said, ravished with the sight, ‘ it /.s the loveliest valley in 
Europe.’ 
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TIIK LAKE OF YELHES AND THE WOCIIEIN SAVE. 

The ‘ Gem of Carniola’ — Feistritz and the Wochein — We. invade the 
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derness and the Julian Alps— Sclavonic Mass Music — Radmannsdorf 
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On Monday morning, Pufitsch, arrayed in a smart 
blue coat, intimated his intention of complimenting our 
ladies by driving them himself to Veldes ; taking his seat 
in the same old vehicle, and behind the same old horse, 
that by this time seemed almost our own. Churchill 
and myself were consigned to a surly fellow in a straw- 
stuffed waggonet, but with a capital horse ; Pufitsch led 
in good style, and we went at great speed down the valley. 
Again of course through Lengenfeld, and then on to 
Assling, the scenery dismissing the open Alpine look 
which characterises it at Kronau, and breaking into richer, 
more romantic forms. At Assling, larger houses decked 
the green knolls, nobler trees clustered about them, and 
iron forges sent up the sound of the tilt-hammer from 
deep umbrageous hollows. 

After Assling, we left the valley by a side road to the 
south, climbing steeply up through woods, and, when the 
height was gained, entered beautiful glades studded with 
fine trees in English park-like fashion, with here and there 
a village, and more than one gentleman’s house, a most 
rare sight in these countries, and very grateful to our 
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rock-wearied eyes. And so, through many twistings and 
turnings of narrow lanes, shaded by oaks, beeches, Spanish 
chestnuts, and walnuts, with peeps of church spires and 
glimpses of castle turrets upon rocky heights — we de- 
scended at last with a sudden sweep round the base of a 
precipitous hill, crowned by mediieval towers, upon the 
charming little lake of Veldes — the gem of Carniohi. That 
it was a gay pleasure-place was clear at once from the two 
handsome hotels and two or three elegant villas, which, 
with gardens, boat-houses, and pavilions, lined the nt*ar 
border of the lake. 

After six weeks’ association with peasants and publicans, 
and the dilapidaticm consequent upon so much rough 
travelling, we felt rather shy of the grou)>s of ladies and 
gentlemen, who curiously lifted tludr eyc'glasses as we passed 
their al-fresco dinm*r table ; and when we were sliown into 
handsonu? apartments were at first hardly more at ease 
than Caffres in a drawingroom. There was an immediate 
overhauling of bags for almost-forgotten habiliments which 
should, in some measure, restore the fitness of things. Of 
the two hotels, we chose Petran’s, ^ Stadt Triest,’ the 
oldest, nearest to the end of the lake, and, I believe, the 
best. It commands a lovely view. 

No river flows out of this little perfection of a lake ; its 
clear green waters are fed by a small branch of the Wochein 
Save, probably supplying not more than enough to balance 
the evaporation. The Wochein Save seems, indeed, to 
have originally given rise to the lake, and at one time to 
have continued its course through its basin to a junction 
with the Wiirzen Save, by a ravine now half filled up, 
instead of turning, as it does, suddenly to the right, and 
at last joining its brother Save at a much lower point — 
Radmannsdorf. Across the lake, just opposite the hotels, 
is the pictures(iue castle of the llishop of Urixeu, on thcj 
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siiinniit of an abrupt rock draped with wood ; and at the 
further extremity of the lake, a graceful, wooded islet, 
bearing a white campaniled church, approached by flights 
of steps from the hipping water, offers a miniature repre- 
sentation of St. Giulio on the Lake of Oiia. A village or 
two, in their original homely simplicity, lie along the banks, 
and in every direction, except that of the Save valley, 
forest-covered hills enclose the scene. The onfi break in 
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their circuit is filled by the noble, hazy mass of the Stou, 
an outlier of the Loibl Pass. Over the hills on the south 
and west are seen mountains of varied contour; and crowning 
all, westward, the high bare ranges of the Terglou; yet, 
as at Lengenfeld, not with predominating grandeur; that 
do(5S not occur till you are far down the Save valley, or at 
least have reached Padmannsdorf. The mountain is still 
iis perverse as ever. 

Hough country boats — square, broad-bottomed things, 
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large enough for a fiimily dinner party, and mostly furnished 
with awnings — are sculled about the lake by women ; 
the usual voyage being to a pretty village and rural inn at 
the upper extremity, and round the ecclesiastical island. 
We walked to this village, a distance of about two miles, 
and, in one of these boats, returned by starlight, — past the 
shadowy islet and under the dark precipices of the castle. 
The season was growing late for visitors. They are princi- 
pally from Laibach, and we could not hear of any English 
tourist. An English family had indeed spent the summer 
there, but they were formerly resident in the neighbour- 
hood, and now lived, we were told, in a castle in Styriiu 
The name was so unlike an English one that we scarcely 
believed the story at first, but afterwards found it to be 
true. 

Veldes may be said to occupy the fork between the two 
rivers — the Wochein and the Wurzen Save, which unite 
below it to form the proper Save. Churchill and I had 
thought of leaving our wives for a couple of days at the 
hotel, while we explored the Wochein valley, visiting the 
gloomy lake which bears that name, and, if possible, 

reaching the base of the indomitable Terglou. S and 

A , however, preferred taking the chance of a tolerable 

inn at Feistritz, five miles short of the Wochein See, to 
being left behind. 

We started for this excursion the next day after our 
arrival, and enjoyed an afternoon drive of twenty miles 
up the Wochein valley, which surpassed our expectations. 
Fine picturesque crags guard the entrance; and though, 
for the most part, it is a confined ravine, we do not agree 
with Murray’s depreciating account. The Wochein Save 
speeds through it, a shallow but broad and brilliant 
stream, the vivid green of its waters being quite remark- 
able; and there are some charming open grassy spaces. 
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full of p<a8toral beauty. An inconvenience to the traveller 
ariseH from the trains of black charcoal carts, which, at 
many a pretty turn of road or river, come like a smutch 
upon the landscape, as well as block up the way. 

Feistritz itself, fifteen miles from Veldes, lies well in an 
open basin ; the mountains which enclose it have a fine 
sweep in them, and are mantled in black pine forest 
with a sombre grandeur. At a point north-westward of 
Feistritz they sink sufficiently to display some of the lower 
ranges of the Terglou, if not the mountain itself. Clouds 
prevented our certain identification of the fact. The inn 
is through the village, by the side of a bright stream, 
and beyond it the valley stretches with unfenced fields, 
encroaching woods, or orchard-surrounded villages, towards 
a recess in the hills, which, as we approached in the after- 
noon, was filled with hazy light Before we reached it 
the light was gone, succeeded by dull gloom, and presently 
was spread before us a sheet of water, rolling short waves 
on a very solitary strand, and in the midst of a solemn 
monotony of desolation. A single boat was crossing from 
the farther shore, which, was veiled in dun shades; and 
two or three men, waiting for its coming, were dangling 
their legs over the lower wall of a churchyard. The church 
itself, the only building in sight, increased, by its dreary 
isolation, the sense of solitude. This lake, in all respects 
a contrast to that of Veldes, is the Wochein See, and the 
church is that of St. Johann. 

As we looked towards the dark hills beyond, we con- 
gratulated ourselves that we had not crossed them, as we 
once intended, to reach this spot from the Isonzo, and could 
well believe the Cure of Sotcha’s assurances as to their 
sterile and desolate character. The source of the Wochein 
Save is amongst them, five miles beyond the lake; there 
it issues from the rock in a cascade, which the Veldes 
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visitors think worth an excursion. Our greater interest 
lay in another direction — northward — where a wild vall(;y 
broke direct for the Terglou, his frowning mass being 
actually visible there for a few minutes among tumultuous 
clouds. 

At present, having dismissed our cars at the lake, wo 
had before us the evening walk of five miles l)ack to 
Feistritz. When you wish to be in full accord with 
nature — and evening is the very time — touch mother 
earth with your feet, tread the springy turf, or the 
wayward path ; linger here, to catch the glimmer of the 
stream, and there, to mark the purple peaks against the 
dull evening red ; pause to listen to the murmur of 
sounds, from the distant goat-bell to the near whistling 
of the grasshopper, and turn your cheek, from time to 
time, to the soft fluctuating air. We enjoyed all this, and 
more ; and then, as night came down, and the mountain 
shapes were muffled in mist, and the road lost itself in 
darkness, and a distant light, which, might be Feistritz, 
twinkled, and was gone, we began to think of England and 
English homes, upon which as in far off Carniola, the 
same summer dusk was settling, and the same stars were 
peeping. 

Feistritz affords the nearest sleeping-place to the base 
of the Terglou, and even then he lies some twenty miles 
back in his wilderness of rocks. On Wednesday morning, 
having engaged a car to convey us to Mittersdorf, about 
ten miles, Churchill and I started with the idea of pene- 
trating this area of desolation as far as time allowed. A 
footpath to Mittersdorf passes over the depression in the 
hills immediately opposite Feistritz, and greatly reduces 
the distance; we drove round only to save our legs. 
Having repassed the end of the Wochein See, we turned 
away from it through the vilLage of Althammer into the 
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Mittersdorf valley, running nearly parallel to that of 
Feistritz. This took us beyond the entrance of that wild 
gorge, rending its way up to the Terglou, that we had 
wished to explore. Tlie fact was, our guide — a tall, dark- 
haired, interesting-looking fellow, bearing the name of 
Petran, a common one in this district, and whose soft 
low-toned voice was also distinctively ‘ Windisch ’ — would 
l)y no means agree to it. He supposed our intention was 
to reach, if not to ascend, the Terglou, and knew that to 
be a hopeless route. Our object, which was only to 
obtain an effective view of the mountain, would, as it 
turned out, have been better served if we had taken the 
gorge in question, by a herd-path which twists itself up 
the barren heights to the left. 

Petran’s path turned up the hill just before reaching 
the cliurcli of Mittersdorf. The bell was sounding as we 
arrived, and the driver and he, suddenly jumping from 
the vehicle, threw themselves on their knees in the road, 
two or three peasants in the churchyard did the same; 
and a priest, bearing something in his hands, and attended 
by the sexton, appeared at the church-door. It was the 
Host, about to be carried to some dying person. A 
peasant was waiting with a cart to receive the priest and 
Ids charge ; but there was something incongruous, if not 
grotes([iie, ill the circumstance, that the sacred guardian of 
this most sacred mystery was troubled with toothache, 
his face hung woefully awry, bandaged up and poulticed. 
It was an incident Tor the sarcastic, yet pitying, humour 
of Carlyle. 

Here we were six hours from the foot of the Terglou. 
The path, a steep one, through brushes and scrub, showed 
the Mittersdorf valley below, in great variety of beauty, for 
the wildness is all above. We had not mounted far before 
Petran, who had rested sooner than guides are wont to do, 
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Confessed to being unwell. Brandy he spat from him in 
great disgust ; a draught of cold water was the remedy he 
longed for ; but as usual, no sound of water disturbed the 
silence of these hills ; the only chance of it was at a village 
about two hours up the ascent. There, our surprise 
Avas great to find the sole supply to be derived from kegs, 
which are daily filled and brought down from a spring, 
an hour farther up the mountain. Petran took a long pull 
at the bunghole of a keg, and seemed revived, but when 
Ave reached the spring itself, lay doAvn, acknowledging 
that he was quite ill, and could go no farther. All 
this time, the conviction had been growing upon us that, 
apart from this misfortune, Ave should be baulked of tlu^ 
Terglou ; for the higher we rose upon the stony sti eps, 
the more was reared across our view in front, a mighty 
barrier — the Drassberg — which, it Avas tivident, we must 
either ascend or pass round. At the spring, where two 
or three Avretched hovels go by the name of KonDza, Ave 
found ourselves in a deep holloAv, into which, in front, the 
debris of this mountain fell. The path (if path it could 
be called) lay up the debris, and across the precipitous 
face above, promising so much toil and delay that, de- 
prived of our guide, Ave gave up the thought of attempting 
it; and, at Petran’s recommendation, determined to try 
.the slopes and crags to our left, Avhence he thought the 
Terglou might be visible. After a hard climb and scramble 
among rocks and rhododendrons, we gained a singidar 
ridge, just wide enough for a goat-palh, and no more. It 
commanded a Avonderful prospect — but no Terglou ! The 
bulk of the Drassberg hid every atom of him. 

The ridge we occupied, extending a considerable dis- 
tance, formed one side of the deep gorge I have spoken 
of ; so deep was it, and so narrow, that it looked but a blue 
fissure beneath us. Across it lay a fearsome region, a 
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confusion of the most ruthless-looking precipices, peaks, ' 
white wastes, and dismal abysses, which clouds were 
darkening and disclosing by turns. In the direction from 
which we had come lay, deep among the mountains, the 
still waters of the Wochein See. The bright side of the 
prospect was towards the Save to the north-east, a vast 
and softly-coloured scene. In the midst of it, about fifty 
miles distant, rose an object of the greatest interest to us ; 
for days past we had been looking for it — anything which 
should answer to the great mountain group — the Steiner 
Alp, to which the last week of our journey had always 
been devoted. Now, and for the first time, it stood 
revealed — a nobly rearing, gigantic form, wreathed with 
light clouds, and gleaming with the delicate tints of bare 
and distant rock. It was the Grrintouz, the westernmost 
outlier of the Steiner, and the loftiest ; the corner-stone of 
Carinthia, Carniola, and of Styria, and the guardian of 
perhaps the most secluded valley in Europe. 

We were consoled by this sight for the loss of the 
Terglou ; and, after an hour’s enjoyment of the view from 
our narrow perch, scrambled down again to our guide, 
whom rest, coolness, and water had greatly restored. He 
had, in the course of the summer, achieved the ascent of 
the Terglou in company with the English gentleman 
whose family had been staying at Veldes, and a young 
friend of his; and showed us a pocket-knife, of Sheffield 
make, given as a memorial of the exploit, which he valued 
highly. The party slept at a hut named Belpole, * white- 
field,^ expressive of the stony waste amidst which it is 
placed. This is 5,430 feet above the sea ; and at the imme- 
diate base of the mountain. Four hours, as we understood, 
took them thence to the summit ; but it is represented as 
an ascent of much difficulty, and some danger. The first 
recorded ascent is that of Captain Bosio in 1822, when 

T 
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engaged in a trigometrical survey, who appears to have 
experienced, in ample measure, both the difficulty and 
the danger, losing a guide by lightning, and compelled 
in the utmost peril to speud a night upon the summit. 

Another Austrian officer — Captain Holsmay — was more 
fortunate, and has given, in the recent volume of the 
Vienna Alpine Club, a narrative of his ascent, made, not 
from the Wochein, but from the Save Thai side, his 
starting-point being Lengenfeld. For such of our readers, 
who, not being Alpine professionals, are not likely to see 
the volume, we may extract some details of the adventure. 

Captain Holsmay and his party left Moistrana, near 
Lengenfeld, at 4 p.m., and at about 9, having lost them- 
selves for an hour in the dark among huge blocks, reached 
the upper Kerma Alp, nearly corresponding in height to 
the Bel polo hut on the opposite side. Here they re- 
mained till 5*30 A.M., when they started for the ascent. An 
hour brought them to the top of the saddle connecting the 
Drassberg with the Terglou, at the height of 6,330 feet. 
From this a difficult path descends to Belpole. Descending 
for half an hour in a northerly direction, along the inner 
side of the saddle, they arrived at the actual base of the 
Terglou ‘massif.’ Here Holsmay found himself at the 
foot of tlie most colossal slope of gerdll he had ever seen, 
which it cost much labour to ascend by short zigzags. At 
the summit of this slope rose a precipice sixty feet high, 
which, running round the crest of the mountain, seemed 
to bar all further progress. Fortunately, a single cleft three 
or four feet wide, was found, and up this with much diffi- 
culty the party forced their way. Captain Bosio, who on 
his ill-fated attempt, first climbed this cleft, catls it not 
without reason, ‘ Das Thor des Terglou.’ 

The Terglou ‘ Thor’ was passed by nine, and they rested 
for a few’ minutes, as at this point the special dangers of 
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the ascent commence. Everything superfluous, even the 
alpenstock was left behind, for the hands had now 
enough to do to help the feet. The Dachstein limestone, 
of which the Terglou mass consists, is much weathered, 
and full of cracks, so that the firmness of every projection 
must be carefully tested before trusting to it either hand 
or foot ; and there is this further inconvenience, that the 
weathering has left the edges of rock as sharp as a knife. 
Captain Holsmay had not climbed far before his gloves 
were in tatters, and his fingers cut all over. In half an 
hour he reached the peak of the little Terglou, 8,820 feet 
above the sea. 

He now descended to the saddle that connects the lesser 
with the greater Terglou, pursuing it in a north-west 
direction. It is broad at first, but narrows gradually till 
it requires the greatest caution, for precipices drop on 
both sides, and at last for the distance of ten feet or so 
the width is not more than eight inches. This portion the 
captain prudently took astraddle. Arrived thus at the 
base of the final peak, the ascent resolved itself into a 
strenuous scramble up narrow clefts, alternating with 
abrupt faces of rock, where foot or hand-hold seemed 
denied. This was the most exhausting part of the 
whole, and required frequent rests. On the top of this 
final wall, a sloping ridge conducted the climbers, in about 
thirty paces, to the summit of the highest peak, 9,370 feet 
above the sea, whicli they reached at 10 a.m. 

During the ascent they suffered much from want of 
water. Snow was the only resource, their wine having been 
accidentally left behind. The highest spring is only half an 
hour above the Kerma Alp, and they were therefore eight 
hours without sufficiently slaking their thirst. The peak, 
much weathered, and covered with rocks, stretches from 
south -south-east to north-north-west, with a length of 
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about thirty yards, and a breadth of but fire or six. Two 
wooden posts with other fragments lay there, the remains 
of the pyramid erected by Captain Bosio. The horizon 
was not clear, or Venice itself would have been seen ; but 
a part of the Adriatic, and the serpentine courses of the 
rivers along the Venetian plains were visible. 

At 1 1 A.M. they commenced the descent backward, on all 
fours. At 12 they passed through the Terglou Thor. At 1 *30 
the hut of the Kerina Alp was reached, and resting there 
an hour they got back to Lengenfeld at 6’30. p.m. 

From this account it is clear that the Terglou is a 
redoubtable mountain, and Churchill shall now add a few 
particulars respecting the Terglou district, which will 
explain some of the peculiarities we have dwelt upon. 

The Terglou is the culminating peak of four short 
rocky ridges, running in a north-east and south-west 
direction, parallel to each other, and allowing room only 
for narrow, deep, and debris-strewn valleys between them. 
They occupy, orographlcally, a singular position as the 
transition district and meeting-ground of three different 
systems — the system of lonr/itudl nal valleys and ridyeSy 
which are dominant to the north and east; that of 
the irrerjular and broken district of Venetian (Narnia, 
with isolated peaks scattered through it, on the west ; and 
finally, the system of peakless plateaus, without regular 
valleys, and full of funnel-shaped depressions, caverns, and 
subterranean rivers, to the south and south-(ust. The 
country therefore exhibits great variety in its relief. A 
lofty line of elevation nearly parallel with the line of the 
Karavanken Alps forming the northern boundary of the 
Wurzen Save runs across these four ridges, almost at 
right angles, connecting them with each other. The 
whole constitutes the Julian Alps, their highest peaks, 
such as the Terglou, Razor Spitze, Prisinig, Sebnik, and 
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Mangert, occurring nearly at the points of junction of 
the four ridges with this main ridge. The cross ridge 
determines, too, the line of watershed from which streams 
flow down the intervals between the four ridges. On the 
northern aspect, they fall into the longitudinal valley of 
the Wurzen Save ; and on the southern, give rise to 
the Isonzo and its affluents. Hence, also, the numerous 
short valleys, which open out into the valley of the 
Wurzen Save, and originate the peculiarities of its scenery, 
which all occur on its southern side. On the Isonzo 
side the contrast to the Save landscape is very marked. 
Two of these short ridges, for example, are at last 
united and lost in that vast plateau behind Flitsch, in 
which it is difficult to say whether the ‘ ridge ’ characteristic, 
or the ‘ plateau,’ predominates. Both are there in great 
perfection. The fourth, and loftiest ridge, containing the 
Terglou, terminates to the south-west in a lofty plateau — 
the Krn — where peaks stnnd at the angles, and overlook a 
desolate depression, which constitutes its interior. Here 
the ^ ridge ’ element is absent. Then, pushed up against 
this Terglou ridge, and its terminal plateau of the Krn, is 
a vast plateau of triangular form, with a base line running 
nearly east and west for twenty-five miles, and with sides 
of twenty miles in length. Its area would probably com- 
prise about 200 S(|uare miles ; its rocky irregular surface 
everywhere slopes towards the interior, and the Wochein 
See occupies the point of greatest depression, still nearly 
2,000 feet above the sea level. The whole interval between 
the level of the Wochein See, and the summit pyramid of 
the Terglou, consists of one enormous bed of ‘ Dachsteiii 
limestone ’ of the Lias formation. 

The reader will thus note that the position of the Terglou 
is very central, not only in relation to its own ridge, but 
to the whole district in which it stands. If the traveller 
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endeavours to see it by standing on the cross ridge, there 
is sure to be some peak of this ridge, or of the four 
parallel ridges in the way ; and the valleys are too deep 
and narrow to aftbrd a glimpse of aught beyond their 
immediate boundary wall^ ; it can only be seen by pene- 
trating to its foot; by climbing such outposts as the 
Mangert or the Prestelenik, that out-top everything ; or, 
by getting quite outside the district, and viewing it from a 
distance, the culminating point of a grand whole, as seen 
from liadmaniisdorf. 

The pjiss of the Predil, uniting liaibl and Flitsch, is taken 
over a depression in the first of these four parallel ridges ; 
and by the Flitscher Klause througli a much deeper 
tieprossion or rather cutting in the second ridge. Finally, 
the Saukopf, that fine sugar-loaf peak mentioned at page 
231, which stands immediately opposite Flitsch to the NE, 
is the termination in that direction of tlie third ridge. 

It took us three hours to return to Mittersdorf ; no 
doubt heightened by contrast, the valley struck us, even 
more than in the morning, as extremely beautiful. The 
last portion of the descent into it is very steep; I happened 
to be in front, Churcliill following at a little distance, 
Petran, who still suffered. Last of all. In turning a sharp 
corner of the path, among dwarf oaks, I stood transfixed. 
" Churchill I ’ exclaimed I, ‘ look here ! ’ ‘ What is it ? ’ cried 
he, ‘ snakes ? ’ It was well this reached no ears but mine. 
Before me were our two wives, seated demurely, with their 
needlework, under a tree. We had no notion but that they 
were ten miles away at Feistritz, where we had left them 
in the morning. They had taken advantage of the 
vehicle returning in the afternoon to come so far to meet 
us, and had climbed the hill a little way to surprise us more 
effectually. The addition to our party, however agreeable, 
was a little embarrassing. Petran was too ill to walk. 
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so he and the driver were accommodated in some way 
behind the horse’s tail ; S. and A. took the proper, and 
only legitimate, seat ; Churchill and myself a second one 
of hay, rigged up behind them. This, however, when we 
began to jog down the rough lane, quickly dissolved into 
nothing at all, and we two unlucky pedestrians were 
reduced to lying at the bottom, like calves in a cart, with 
legs sticking out on each side — of course under much kind 
conmiiseration from the ladies in front, which neither 
softened the jolts, nor prevented toes and heels from 
catching against trees, rocks, and cottage walls, as we 
passt‘d along. Yet we cannot deny that the twdlight drive 
home was a pleasant one — once again past the solitary 
Wocliein See, and by the banks of the young Save, — once 
again past the end of that vista which brings to view the 
obstinate Terglou — once again to the rural inn at Feistritz, 
where, in a snug little back parlour, they good-naturedly 
did all they could to assist in the concoction of tea. 

The noxt morning we returned down the narrow valley 
to Veldes, looking Jis lovely as ever, and dined — ^yes, dined, 
Jifter that leisurely, orderly, civilized fashion, wdiich alone 
can be called dining. But then instead of a garden-seat 
in the shade, and the ‘ Gazzetta di Venezia’ — our restless 
habits being too strong for us, — we ascended the castle 
rock, peeped into the apartments of the bishop and his 
cha])lains, looked into the private chapel, and strolled 
round the little plot of garden, fenced by a low w^all from 
the brink of the precipice. What a view for the clerical 
gentlemen — wdien once they have got there — into the 
lake, over the mountains, and down the great valley of the 
distant Save, lost in quivering heat ! At the foot of the 
rock is a small village; the schoolmaster is the post- 
master as well as organist to the chimch, and, while w’uiting 
a few minutes in his room, A turned over and tried 
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a few pages of a Slovenic mass. She was so pleased with 
the rich, plaintive, and peculiar character of the compo- 
sition, that as we were not likely to visit Laibach, where 
the composer lived, she struck a bargain with the school- 
master for the possession of his rather tattered copy ; and 
now tliose sweet strains serve to remind us sometimes of 
our days of Carniolan travel. 

That afternoon we left Veldes for Krainberg, an old 
town four or five hours’ drive down the Save. At about a 
third of the distance is Radmannsdorf, very picturesquely 
situated ; it is not, however, on the present post route : 
the valley of the Save is here of great width, and the chi(‘f 
road for traffic keeps ahmg its northern side. Sir 
Humphry Davy, whose track we were still following, thus 
speaks of his approach to Radmannsdorf in returning 
from one of his earliest visits to Wurzen : ^ L<‘ft the post- 
road at Assling. The plain betw^een the two chains of 
mountains is elevated, on the side wlu^re it meets the 
Carintiiian mountains, above the valley of the Sav(‘, and is 
rich in pasture, with clumps or hedgerows of trees, 
walnuts, ash, elm, chestnut, lime, and beech. It is like an 
English nobleman’s park with an intermixture of corn, 
clover, and maize. There is a fine cliff to the right, topped 
by a picturesque castle,* and one range of broken hills, 
and four distinct ranges of mountains — the last, the bare 
and snowy Terglou. Through the valley the Sava winds, 
and the meeting of the two waters, the one bright blue, 
the other sea-green, is distinctly visible*. The lowest liills 
have the same vegetation as the plain ; the next range, oak 
and beech; the third, pines; the fourth, pines and bare rock; 
the fifth, without any appearance of vegetation — cliffs of 

* It is that of Veldfis. Sir ITumphiy at that time had not soon the 
lake, with which he was afterwards much enchanted. Our own impression 
of the scenery just described by him is given at p. 266. 
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marble or mcasses of snow. By the sides, or upon the bases 
of the liills are seen beautiful villages with white spires 
rising amidst trees. Man seems here capable of enjoying 
life, animated nature is gay, and inanimate nature beauti- 
ful and sublime.’ 

To this no less accurate, than charming description, the 
one phrase, ‘man seems here capable of enjoying life,’ 
imparts a tinge of melancholy; the philosopher must have 
breathed a sigh, as his pen traced the words. He, the 
bright ornament of the choicest London society, the pos- 
sessor of an European reputation, must come to distant 
Carnir)la before he can find a spot where ‘ man seems 
capable of enjoying life.’ There is a touching, though 
a trite moral in the words. How would the Carniolan 
peasant endorse the supposition ? I have mentioned 
their low-toned voices, and the pathos of their Sclavonic 
chants. A writer,* who knows them well, describes their 
temperament as ‘ melancholy, compared with the German 
and Italian, yet shy and diffident rather than uncharitable 
or ungenerous.’ In figure, too, they are tall, slender, with 
dark hair and a sallow complexion. I am afraid the 
bright gifts of nature are rather thrown away upon these 
people, if gladness and happiness be their proper result. 
Ihit the reader must have noticed how, in this Carniolan 
landscape, a stern and dreary desolation lurks behind 
every fair scene; how frequently the bare skeleton pro- 
trudes through the flesh ! How nature, while she laughs in 
the vall(‘ys, sits in haggard silence on the hills. Severity, 
therefore, rather than beauty, seems the characteristic 
feature of the landscape ; scenes as beautiful, perhaps, may 
be found elsewhere — seldom such traits of sombre grandeur. 
It is with this latter element in their scenery, that the 


* A. Paton, * Danube and the Adriatic/ vol. i. p. 412 . 
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Windisch character seems most to harmonise. Their 
national temperament finds its key-note here ; and perhaps 
the beauty of their valleys reminds them only that the bright 
threads of life are shot upon so dark a texture. Nay, this 
is the very effect that appears to have been produced upon 
our philosopher himself. To his own mind the point of 
his sentence lay doubtless in the ‘ seems capable ; ’ there 
was capacity, there were the conditions — but was the 
result attained after all ? 

From Radmannsdorf, as I have already intimated, the 
Terglou was seen at last in that attitude of majesty 
which became him. Now he towered towards the sky, 
and ruled the subject landscape, llore^ for the first time 
his three-hoadediiess was apparent, though it might be 
better described as a head and two shoulders. The four 
ranges referred to by Davy were distinctly delineated, and 
with the richness of the two lowest, the utter bareness of 
the Terglou masses was finely contrasted. Yet the Save 
valley itself must not be conceived as a soft and smiling 
scene of verdure ; it is rather a plain, cut up into deep 
ravines, and sunken spaces, where villages and fields lie 
hidden along with the stream ; the road passing up and 
down among them with many painful hills, deep in true 
continentil dust. Heavy wagons toiled along them, and 
a costume was prevalent among the men, about the 
ugliest that can be imagined. I think I remember it in an 
old book of costumes, on the page headed ‘ Windisch,’ its 
principal peculiarity being breeches quite open at the 
knee, from which loose dingy-coloured drawers descend, 
and are stuffed into sejuat open-mouthed boots. It is 
utterly unpicturesque, and has a most slovenly appearance. 
Whenever we were traversing the upper plateaus of the 
plain of the Save, their comparative bareness was com- 
pensated by the view to the right and left of the bor- 
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dering mountains, gracefully wooded, sweeping up into 
isolated cones, and each surmounted by a white church, 
or monastery;— a landscape, entirely unlike anything 
English, and radiant in those soft atmospheric tints, which 
our climate never bestows. 

It was longer than we expected before the towers of 
Krainberg became visible through the dust we raised on 
the now high road of traffic. We were approaching the 
district where the Austrian troops lie massed ready for 
action either in Hungary on the one hand, or Italy on 
the otlier ; and the villages, were occupied by soldiery, 
which made us nervous for our night quarters. Another 
source of uneasiness on the same score, was the informa- 
tion that the bishop of the diocese was at the time holding 
a visitation at Krainberg. ‘Avoid the Post,’ said the 
guide-book. So we passed through the town, and descended 
a steep hill to the bridge, according to its further directions 
— only to find the inn there quite full. ‘ It is the bishop 
that has filled the town,’ we mildly suggested to the stout 
old landlady, who had been emphatically demonstrating 
the lack of accommodation. ‘Bishop,’ said she, with a 
toss of her head and a tone of amazing contempt, ‘ we 
don’t care for bishops here ! ’ So we reascended the hill 
and went humbly to crave admission at the Post itself. 
There we found not only rooms decent enough, but a 
young hostess, positively charming, and evidently much 
younger than Mr. Murray. The change of administration 
in itself promised well, and so it proved. We fared 
better there than for many a long day, always excepting 
Veldes, so that travellers need by no means ‘avoid the 
Post ’ in future. 

Krainberg looks an old town, as far as we could judge 
by dusk and starlight, and it stands picturesquely on the 
high bank of the river. We were not to pursue the Save 
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farther. Below the town, the valley widens still more, and 
takes quite the character of a plain, till it reaches Laibach, 
about twenty-five miles distant. Our course lay at right 
angles to the Save, up the country road turning north- 
ward, which has been already mentioned as the seventh 
of the Austrian alpine passes. It is the least known, 
and the least traversed, of any; a fact which on the 
morrow we could well luiderstand. It leads across the 
Karavanken Alps, and along the western face of that 
mountain group, which we had generalised under the 
name of the Steiner Alp, and within whose recesses lay the 
mysterious ‘Caldron’ — mysterious we miglit well call it, 
since nobody of whom we enquired iis we came along knew 
anything .about it. Yes, there was one, the son of the old 
crone at Kaibl, He had not seen it, but aptly described 
the district as a natural fortress, and mentiom*d the b-aths 
of Vellach, not far from Kappel, in Carinthi.a, as a spot 
whence it might be scaled. With this exception, every one 
had professed ignorance of the place. To discover such a 
spot as Vellach we had long been wishful, as it would 
save the long circuit, otherwise necessary, by Laibacli; 
Cilli; .and thence, by a long day’s journey — if it could 
be done in a day — up the narrowing funnel of the valley, 
which finally penetrates into the heart of the Steiner. 

Even at Krainberg, and at the Post, infornuition was 
scarce ; but then the landlord confessed to having been not 
long a resident. Still, the continued negatives to our 
enquiries, even on the threshold of the district itself, 
concurred, with what little we knew, to throw a very 
tempting obscurity over this final object of our journey. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE CALDRON OF THE STEINER ALP. 

Tho Oistriza fipitze — The ‘Caldron* described by Li[)old— De- 
parture from Krainberg and Ascent of the Kankerthal — The Hill of 
the See\)(‘rg— A Giant in the Twilight — ^Mrs. Popp and Kappel — 

The Sulzbach Woman— St. Leonhard — First of the Caldron 

— Tile Widow’s Inn — Early Visitors — The Waterfall and the Bauer 
— T1 i( 3 Gn'iiadier and his Comrades — Are we Christians? — Tlie 
‘ Needle’s Eye Laufen, — The Grenadier makes a Night of it — The 
Drive to Cilli— liailway Retrospections. 

The railway from Vienna to Trieste crosses the river Drave 
at Marburg, and about half way between that place and 
Laihach, the capital of Carniola, passes the town of Cilli. 
‘Here,’ says ‘Murray,’ ‘the Oistriza Spitze, 7,704 feet 
high, near Sulzbach, a mountain situated between Styria, 
Carniola, and Carinthia, on whose top rests perpetual snow, 
is seen in a westerly direction.’ No further information is 
given respecting this remote and final member of the snow- 
covered Alps, or of the country at its foot. It is to this 
outlying mountain district that we now ask the reader to 
accompany us — regretting, however, that we can afford 
him but a passing glance, as it was all we had ourselves, 
of a singular region. 

The passage above quoted, although quite sufficient to 
attract the notice of any mountain entliusiast, had not been 
our sole inducement to explore the neighbourhood of the 
Oistriza. We had other, more detailed, and more stimu- 
lating information, derived from the ‘ Transactions of the 
Geological Society of Vienna, for 1856.’ A paper in that 
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volume thus describes the visit of Herr Lipoid to this 
district, which he approached from the side of Cilli: — 
^On the triple boundary of Cariiithia, Carniola, and 
Styria, the limestone Alps rise up into a mighty mountain 
‘‘massif” (Gebirgstock), which in each province takes 
a different name : in Carinthia, that of the Vellacher 
Kotsclina ; in Carniola, that of the Steiner Alp ; in Styria, 
that of the Sulzbacher Alp. The group reaches its greatest 
height, of 8,625 feet, in the Grintouz. Although tlie 
Vellacher Kotschna belongs to the finest portion of the 
Carinthian limestone range, and the Steiner Alp lias an 
imposing aspect seen from the Carniolan plain, the Sulz- 
baclier Alp excels them both in b(»auty of form and in 
grandeur, when approached through the valley of Sulzbach. 

‘The village of Sulzbach, 2,145 English feet above the 
Adriatic, lies in a mountain caldron, traversed hy the 
river Sann ; and can only be reached, either by passing, 
near Leiitschdorf, through a rock chink — the so-called 
“Needle eye” — only three feet wide, and many fathoms 
above the bed of the stream, forming the entrance to a 
very narrow gorge; or by mountain passes from (’arinthia 
and Carniola. Of these, the pass Iwiding into tlu^ Caldron 
from the Wistra Thai, in Carinthia, is 4,252 f(‘(*t; that 
from Koprein, on the north, 4,4 14 feet; that from Kappel, 
4,458 feet; that from Had Vellach, 4,416 feet; and finally, 
that from Stein, on the Carniolan side, 6,197 feet, above 
the sea. The Caldron is shut in on every side by high 
mountain peaks, of which the Kaducha, on tlic NE., rises 
to the height of 6,720 feet: the Oiisliova, on the N., to 
6,300 feet; the iVIerslagora, on the W., to above*. 7,300 
feet ; and the Oistriza, on the SE., to 7,701 feet. Beyond 
Sulzbach, another narrow gorge, rich in picturesepie rock 
scenery, leads upward still. At the end of an hour the 
traveller is surprised by its sudden expansion, and finds 
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hiiriRelf in the finest part of this valley, so varied in 
natural beauty. This is the Logar Thai, about five miles 
long, and half a mile broad, 2,500 feet above the sea, 
stretching from north to south, and hemmed in east, west, 
and south by lofty precipices. The contrast between the 
level valley, and these mountain masses is extraordinary ; 
for while the valley, rendered cheerful by its scattered 
farm-houses, shows luxuriant vegetation, and by the alter- 
nation of arable, meadow, and wood, produces a friendly 
impression ; the grey limestone masses around are fearful 
in the abruptness with which they rise more than 5,000 
feet above, piirtly in precipitous walls, partly in a countless 
variety of peaks and pinnacles, among which the Oistriza, 
Skaria, Skuta, Szinka, and Mersla, are the more prominent. 
Numerous waterfalls throw themselves over these preci- 
pices : that of the Plessnig above the farmhouse of that 
name, renuirkable through its similarity to the Schleier 
fall at Nassfeld, near Gastein; and the Szinka, in the 
uppermost corner of the valley, from its height and 
volume of water. The Szinka fall, 1,000 feet high, is also 
to be noted as the special source of the Sann, although its 
waters, almost as soon as they reach the valley, lose them- 
selves in the earth, and only come to light close to the 
‘‘Logar” fiirm-house, yet in such strength as to drive a 
saw-mill. 

‘The colossal mountain “ massif” which thus encloses the 
sources of the Sann, and whose almt)st inaccessible peaks 
still slu'lter nunuTous chamois, while their deep gullies 
serve as a refuge for bears, presents much variety in a 
geological point of view. The eruption of plutonic rocks, 
such as diorite, porphyry, and basalt, especially at Leutscli- 
dorf, has brought about great disturbance in the bedding 
of the sedimentary rocks, and has led to the great upheaval 
of the latter above the sea level. Most of the Sulzbach 
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Alps are composed of members of the Carboniferous and 
Trias formations — that is to say, of (jailthal limestone 
and schists, and of Werfen, Giittenstein, and llallstadt 
beds. Only on the highest ridges are the Dachstein beds 
of the Lower Lias to be seen. Newer formations are 
nowhere present.’ 

There was here, as the reader will allow, enough to 
excite much curiosity about the Caldron of the Steiner 
Alp. At Krainberg we were as far to the south-west of it 
as Cilli is to the south-east ; and were about, therefore, to 
attack the ‘ natural fortress ’ from the opposite side to that 
from which Herr Lipoid gained access. We askt‘d for a 
vehicle of some sort to the Haths of Vellach. ]\Iucli con- 
sultation, and shaking of heads ensued. A man who 
w'as sent for to furnish information, reporteil tliat two 
heavy passes, which an ordinary carriage could not possibly 
surmount, barred the way ; and that light country cars could 
alone he used. We were well accustomed to these, but 
saw there must be something unusual in prosjx'ct when 
the blacksmith came to attach to each of those intended 
for us a double set of slippers. 

On leaving Krainberg — Friday morning, Septiunber (5 — 
an extensive view* presented itself over tluj wholt* valley oL 
the Save; for the town stands, as I have iiienti(nn*d, on 
the edge of the ravine in whicli the river flows, and the 
road kee*ps along the elevated plain. The long ranges of 
mountains on either hand stretched into liazy distance; 
those to the north, for which we were ))ound, ))eing much 
the more lofty. They constituted part of tliat rangf* alnjady 
frequently referred to — the Karavanken Aljis, - - which 
forms the southern boundary of Carinthia, and separates 
the Drave country from that of the Save. At this time we 
had not visited Klagenfurt, and were unaccpiainted with 
the marked importance of the Karavanken in its land- 
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scape ; and though familiar with that portion of them 
which lilies tlie upper Save on the north, their inferiority 
there to the opposite Julian Alps deprived them of the 
attention they deserved. Farther to the east they are 
more imposing: the Stou was a fine object from the 
Lake of Veldes; the Loibl Pass crossing them lower 
down is noted for its scenery; and here there rose 
before us the partially-veiled form of the Grintouz, a 
truly noble spectacle. This mountain answers on the 
western side of the Steiner group, to the Oistriza on the 
eastern ; and the Caldron itself belongs to the Karavan- 
ken. To the south of us there was no such mountain 
mass as the Grintouz. The Terglou is the last domi- 
nating object on that side of the Save, and was now but 
faintly, though still grandly, defined in the distance. 

It was refreshing, even after so short an experience of a 
dusty and traffic-worn road, to find ourselves on a hard- 
bottomed country track, bordered with meadows, and bear- 
ing right away across the broad valley to the blue mountain 
foot. Where it should find entrance there was long undis- 
covered ; but at the end of an hour we were received once 
more to the bosom of the hills, shut up within a deep and 
green recess, flowers yet wet with morning dew fringing the 
UTitravelled road, rocks glistening above in clear light, or 
dark below with the umbrage of thick woods, and a pure 
stream leaping along the bottom, laving roots and stones, 
and flinging hither and thither lapfuls of watery pearls. 
To our taste all this verdurous Alpine beauty W'as delight- 
ful. We were ascending the Kankerthal, which here pene- 
trates the Karavanken, and in about two and a half hours 
from Krainberg, reached the village of Kanker, which is, 
however, little more than the inn of that name. From 
the moment of entering the mountains the road utis re- 
markably solitary. 
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From Kiuikor, the Grintouz, whicli we iiad lost after 
crossing the plain, was again visible, and now over- 
head, — impending and mysterious, in a robe of cloud. 
The road wound steeply up close at the base, compel- 
ling the temporary use of a ‘ vorspan,’ this being the first 
of the ^bergs’ or passes of wliich we had been warned. 
An upper valley, long and narrow, succeeded, liemmed 
in between the spurs of the Storsitseh on the left, and 
those of the Grintouz on the right. Here we frecpumtly 
passed iron-works deep among trees ; most, if not all, of 
them out of use, so that mother smoke nor noise dis- 
turbed the rich seclusion. A curious feature common t*> 
thi\se se(picster(3d foundries wsis the figure of a saint sur- 
mounting the top of each blackened chimney. Cassock 
and mitre looked rather riiefullj’ begrimed, but in England 
the holy personages would have been black as sweeps. 
The (jffigies, constructed apparently of sheet iron, had 
once been gaily painted. 

From this long valley, another lift introducc'd us by 
mid-day to Ober Seeland, a beautiful hollow, green and 
sparkling, where two or time villages sat pleasantly 
about the meadows, and the Grintouz towered magnifi- 
cently above. With our entrance upon this basin-like 
expanse we had also entered Carinthia ; y(‘i the j)rineipal 
mountain barrier was still in front, the stnsims still ran 
southward to the Save, and, looking forward, a yellow 
perpendicular streak upon the dense, forest -covered hill, 
which f )r some time w’e took for a wat(*r-cours(‘ or a timber- 
slide, turned out to lie tin? roa<l l)y wdiieb that barrier 
must be surmounted. At the foot of it our drivers drew 
up for a long halt, at a house which looked more of a 
farm than an inn. 

This open valley, holding, as In the scoop of a hand, a 
wealth of rural life aloft among the gb»rious mountains, was 
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so charming, that it was a great disappointment to find the 
inn affording scarcely possible quarters for a lengthened 
stay, should wo ever return to it. And, besides, no one 
spoke anything but dreadful Sclavonic — all k’s and z’s. 
Our drivers themselves knew scarcely a word of German, 
and it was with difficulty we got anything to eat, the 
people being all, as it seemed to us, excessively stupid. 
All ! but nature smiled, and made amends right lovingly to 
lier votaries, spreading around, her brightest carpet of 
soft-bladed grass, draping the hills with her richest tapes- 
try of woods ; and if she reared above them awful walls of 
verdureless rock, it was surely to shut off this favoured 
sj)ot from the great world without, and keep it ever fresh 
and fair. From the Grintouz, now standing to the south, 
a range of the hardest precipices circled round upon the 
oast, connecting his detachcMl bulk with the mass of the 
Steiner group. 

After a couple of hours’ delay the two horses were yoked 
to one of the light cars ; two tawny bullocks from the 
farm — immense but innocent-looking creatures — were 
attached to the otluT, and the ascent began. In the 
hot afternoon, and with this ample draught power, we 
thought we might allow ourselves to be pulled up any 
hill; but a few minutes’ experience of the perpendi- 
cular gutter, called a road, turned us out upon our feet, as 
well to relieve the straining beasts of our wxdght, as our- 
selves from the sensation of being dragged at their tails 
head downw^ards. We can all aver we never saw such a hill 
in our lives. The bare notion of a travelling carriage get- 
ting either up or down it is a joke, only to be appreciated, 
however, on tlu^ spot. It was a succession of steeps ; at 
each supp<ised crowning of the hill we were at the foot of 
another just as steep. The whole goes by the name of the 
Seeberg. 
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At last upon the summit ! It is a meeting-place, more 
frequently, T suspect, than not, among the clouds, for 
whatever traffic is upon the pass. A few sheds, and a 
cottage or two, men and horses resting themselves — that' 
was all we found there ; and for view — woods — woods — 
woods — sloping downward out of sight, and scattering 
thinly above, upon the sides of conical hills, which hid 
most of the rocky and snow-streaked mountains. The 
bullocks were unyoked, ail the slippers, chains, and 
breaks adjusted, and we seated ourselves for the descent. 
But to see the horses sliding down upon their haunches, 
and to feel the carriages slipping sideways, till they were 
sometimes almost liind-part foremost, was worse than 
l)efore; and we were quickly out again. It had seemed 
as if there would be never a top to the liill we had 
climbed ; there might be never a bottom to that we wvre 
descending. Knees ached with the continued strain ; 
and the carriages above, scraping down in an absurdly 
helpless manner, reminded us of their difficulties, by 
dislodged stones rolling at our heels, or sudden soumls 
that seemed to say the crash had come at last. Then; is 
an end to everything, and so, in time, there was an end 
to the hill, its desperate pitches subsiding into a deep and 
narrow valley, thick witli trees. There was scarcely a 
sign f)f habitation, and we b(,*gan to consider where the 
Vellach Bad could be, at which, according to every com- 
putation, we ought before now to have arrived. 

Still the drivers jogged silently on. We liad long given 
up attempting to extract from their Sclavonic minds any 
serviceable information, and w^ere becoming dull with the 
monotony of scene and movement, when a curious object 
started to view. Upon a face of rock which seemed to 
bar the road, there suddenly appeared a gigantic figure, 
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rising above the trees, and illumined by the reflected 
glow of evening. Now, giants of old time were not 
favourable to travellers. Fortunately, in this case, the 
giant was a saint — no other than honest St. Christopher, 
bearing^ the child ’upon his brawny shoulders, and pre- 
paring, with his oak sapling, to ford the stream which 
here flowed so appropriately at his feet. He had been 
evidently freshly painted or retouched, and shone bright 
with colour. We had often met with the saint on church 
walls — for the legend, as it deserves, is a favpurite one in 
these lands of streams and forests — but never had we 
encountered the good fellow in a veritable solitude like 
this, and on a spot that might have been the actual 
scene of his strange adventure. In the darker shades of 
evening, or fitfully irradiated by moonbeams, the un- 
expected apparition might prove not a little startling to a 
lonely wayfixrcr. 

Not far beyond, xvherc the valley lay a little more open, 
the double towers of a [ church in the distance gave 
promise of a town, and xve presently entered a consider- 
able street. The drivers nearly cleared the houses again, 
before thiiy stopped in front of a low but fair-looking 
inn, with a strong granary smell, and passage and 
staircase whiti^ with flour. A Mrs, Popp was the pro- 
prietor — a pleasant, matronly body. She gave us two 
good-sized rooms, and seemed to have liberal notions 
respecting supper. I think it was the newt day before we 
accidentally discovered that we were not at Vellach, but at 
Kappel ! The former — a cluster of rongli bathing-houses, 
sliut up and forlorn, and nearly hidden by trees — we bad 
passed unnoticed, about five miles back on our route. 
The meu had good reitson, certainly, for not setting us 
down there, though that was the bargain, as far as w^e 
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knew. INIost likely they had all ahai^ intended to 
take uS to Kappel, leaviiiji^ our beiiij^htod selves to talk 
about Vellaeh as inucli as we pleased.* 

Rather than sup in the dignilied seclusion of a bedroom, 
we descended to the Speise Saal below. It was small, 
smoky, and many ways disagreeable. The evening 
habitues — the priest, tlie doctor, the lawyer, as they 
might be, and a few others, all boon companions — were 
noisy, and rather rudely curious ; but we had our advan- 
tage in presently obtaining information from the only 
one among them who, even here, knew anything of the 
Caldron, and its village of Sulzbach. It was satisfactory to 
learn that there was now a small inn it the village. Herr 
Lipoid could only lodge at the cure's. Also, tJiat as the 
people were in tluj habit of coming over to Kappel on a 
Saturday to supply themselves with various necessary 
articles, we might, this being Friday, avail ourselves on 
the morrow of their returning parties to cfirry our baggag(* 
and show the way. SVnd mind,' saiil our informant, ‘ to 
take with you as much meat as you are likely to want 
during your stay : it's a strange spot.’ ‘Are there still 
bears in the mountains?’ we tUKiuired. ‘You are not 
likely to meet with any,’ was the reply. ‘ Not likely I ' 

S and A would hav(‘ preferred a monj d(‘cided 

negative. 

In the morning some o'f tint Sulzbach people were 
hunted up — three men and a woman — the latter a bonny 

* A few fifruri-s illiistmting the differoDt IcveN (»ii our route frem Kniiii- 
borg may interfst some muhTS. Krainberg is fi-ci, tlu* diurcli of 

Obor SMand 3,026 fret, and the summit of the Scchcrg Pass 1,100 fret 
above the sea. On the nortlu rn or Ciirinthiaii Pad Wlhirh, which 

lies immc-diatcly at the foot of tho iSoeberg, is 2,831 frrt, Kappel 1,791, and 
VdlJcormarkt 1,526 feet above the sea. VoIktTmarkf occupies Ilje same 
relative’ position on tho Drave as KRiinhei^ on the Save, ft follows from 
these data that tlie difference of level helween th»‘ plains of the Drave and 
Save amounts t/» more than 300 fi*ef. 
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(•r(‘fituro worth all the others. Dn?.SHed in a short bine 
j)etticoat, a red handkerchi^jf crossed over her bosom, 
white slectves, and a round, broad-brirnmed waggoner’s 
hat, she stood laughing at the sohunn looks of the men, 
as they lifted and pondered over the weightier articles of 
our baggage. Thrusting at last the heaviest into her own 
creel, and raising it and herself together, with no other 
aid than her own stout stick she started gaily alone for 

Ihe march, l)ockoning S and A to follow, llurden 

and all, she stooped to kiss a child or two in the street, 
and to distribute handfuls of * sweeties ’ among her favour- 
ites as she jKissed along. 

Churchill and I were obliged to wait the pleasure of the 
skiwor-miiided peasants, and while kicking our heels 
l)efore the door were accosted by a tall priest, whose black 
cassock showed liis fine figure to advantiige, while liis 
handsome features were set off by a military gold-laced 
cap — a phenomenon exjdaincd by the fact that he was an 
army eliaplain on furlough. Ke had been much puzzled 
by seeing oiir ladies and the Sulzbach woman trudging off 
alone for the mountain. Our appearance somewhat re- 
lieved his mind of the difficidty, and still more the 
discovery that we were English, We almost expected to 
be again associated with Turks ; but he only complimented 
VIS all upon our ‘ strong logs,’ and predicted long life for 
such adventurous walkers. 

We h‘ft Kappel by the same end that we had entered 
it, but soon turned off to the left. Kappel is a pleasant 
little town, set among woodland hills, where, however, 
blue wreaths of smok(‘, high up agjiinst the sky, show that 
the chareoal-buriu'rs are at work. The valley is an off- 
shoot from tliat of the Drave, and, from the rough nature 
of the Se(d)erg pass, must be practically almost a cnl de 
me, Viilkermarkt is the point on the Drave from which 
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the Kappel road strikes off, and a post-cart, offering but 
two seats besides that of the driver, goes to Kappel and 
back every day. The Gross Obir, a mountain of great 
fame among the Austrian botanists, and a fine object from 
the neighbourhood of Klagenfurt, rises from a lateral 
valley to the west of the town, to which it must be of 
much importance, on account of the extensive lead mines 
near its summit. Botany was now over for the season, 
but the Gross Obir brought Churchill here the following 
year in time to avail himself of its treasures.* The mines 
and plants of the Obir, tlu^ rude baths of Vellach, and 
perhaps a little traffic over the Se(iberg, are ])robably the 
sole inducements whieli bring people to Kappel. 

We had walked an hour, after leaving the road, up a 
charcoal-cart track, and thnmgh pictun^scpie clefts of 
rock, down which a stream tumbled, before overtaking 
our wivi'S and the Sulzbaeh woman, all resting under a 
tree. The latter was in lively flirtation with a charcoal- 
burner, Sclavonic appearing to afford as much facility for 
that kind of thing as any otlnw form of human speech. 
For a parting pheasant ry the charcoal man clappi*d his two 
black hands on each side of the lady’s face. It was very 
promptly resented ufK»n his ears, and the march dtda}^^! 
till the offended clujeks had been well scrubbed in the 
stream. All Jiround was very solitary — nothing but bush 
or tracts of pine stumps, where tin* axe had been, or belts 
of fir wood, which the axe had spared, l^pon the stream 
we had passed occasionally a small Tiiill, scarcely bigger 
than a sentry-box, but thumping busily; now, upon the 
hill-sides, the only objects were a ([uaiiit slirine or two, 
placed where an open space of grass invited r(‘st. Near 
one of these, a plentiful display of blackberries revived 
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the sclioullioy delights of an English lane, and’ supplied 
the want of water on these hot and thirsty steeps. In 
three hours we had -nearly topped the hills, and were 
walking in pleasant air along their ascending ridges, 
where, sheltered by a sloping pine forest above, and 
clustered upon a smiling plot of green, appeared the 
hamlet of St. Leonhard. 

A chapel dedicated to the saint occupied a grassy 
mound, and there the w'hole party — eight in all — sat 
down to rest and enjoy the milk, cheese, and bread 
which the dame of a neighbouring cottage was not long 
in supplying. The view from this elevated spot, though 
not remarkable, was interesting. The open country to- 
wards Klao-enfurt was visible over the hills to the north- 

o 

west, and south of that stretched, in long perspective, the 
numerous peaks of the Koschutta Oebirge, a portion of 
th(3 Karavankeu in near neighbourhood of the Loibl Pass. 
Eastward, and close at hand, was a lofty rocky ridge — 
the Oushova ; and this was the most attractive portion of 
the pros])ect, since that mountain forms one of the out- 
works of the Steiner group, while, from the appearance 
of the foiest above, we judged that a view into the 
Caldron itself could not be far distant. A rusty chain, 
supported on hooks, was carried round the walls of the 
chapel. All the explanation >ve could get was, that this 
was St. Leonhard's ; and the chain, probably, bore refer- 
ence to his martyrdom. Unfortunately, in carelessly 
handling the chain at a corner out of sight from the 
village, it broke uniUir my sacrilegious touch, and dropped 
to the ground. I was sincerely sorry, but trusted that if 
either the saint or the Evil One had anything to say 
about it, the wandering Protestant would l)e held alone 
responsible. 

Above St. Leonhard’s, we were soon among the tall 
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stems of the pines, ami, before lon^% nearing* tlu^ crest of 
the long-defiant hill. Tlie view came in a moment. The 
trees thinmnl away: there was an -open space of h(‘ather 
and fern, and then, as if carved out of purple clouds, 
the Caldron lay at our feet. It was one of those scenes 
wliich memory can reproduce at will ; nay, sometimes, 
when least expected, it flashes into sight, as if its colours, 
dissolved into the substance of the brain, rejjuired 
but a breath to bring them out clear upon the retina. 
I set* it now; but if you wish to i)ossess a similar picture, 
there is nothing for it but to climb the lieights of 8t. 
Leonhard, and look for yourself into the great Caldron 
of Sulzbach. 

The valley, after peiU‘trating from the east for many 
miles as a wonderfully deep and narrow gorgi' lnti» the 
centre of a mass of limestone mountains, la*eaks finally 
in their midst into tliree heads, all turning southward, 
parallel to each other, se])arated by spiny ridgt‘s, and all 
included within the ‘Caldn»n.’ The first h*ads to flu* 
l>as«.* of tin* Oistriza, the second to tin* Skuta Vrh, tin? 
third to the Merslagora Vrh. The (irintouz stands 1 k‘- 
yond these outworks of tin* great citadel. The middh* 
branch is the true head of the valley, and contains the 
source of the Sanu. 

From our station on the heiglits of St. Leonliard, we 
looked directly down upon, and along, the second and 
third of these vast troughs or liollows, out of which the 
mountains rose witlia wave-like swe(;p, rt*arir)g crest al)ov(J 
crest, and soaring their highest, eastward in the Oistriza, 
w^estward in the (irintouz. The singularity and grandeur 
of the view consisted in the complete command of the 
bifurcated valley, and the horse-shoe rim of mountains, 
seen not too near for oneness of impression, not too far 
off for detail. The mountain-sides were, for the; inosf 
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put, thickly wooded, Jirid the thin smoke-wreaths of the 
charcoal fires, floating upwards into the noontidt^ atrno- 
spliere, l)estowecl that final touch of grace which Turner 
introduced so well upon his suulighted <listances. It 
was a grief, however, to observe the result in many bare 
strips and spaces where lately there was unbroken forest. 
The Oistriza, the most prominent of the mountain masses, 
of course disdained all covering for his iron shoulders, 
except a slight vesture of snow. In him there was all 
that rigid mural aspect to which Dolomite had so long 
accustomed ns. (Jne other mighty object must be men- 
tioned to complete the idea of the Caldron. This was 
the Kaducha, a vast spiny ridge projecting from that on 
which we stood, and blocking up all view eastward. It is 
the principal object from the village of Sulzbach itself, 
and the last lofty mass of the Karavanken Alps. 

Not a single vilhige graced this scene, extensive as it 
was — only here and there a farm-house, so far as we cpuld 
make out specks of white among clumps of trees. f?ulz- 
bach, deep at our feet, lay concealed in the throat of the 
valley. The waterfall, mc^ntioned ))y Li])old as the source 
of the Sanii, was known to all our people, and visible even 
liere to their keen mountain sight. Our good peasantess 
took great but fruitless pains to point it out at the valley- 
head. 

From this spot, — no doubt the true point of view for the 
Caldron, and where, at the first step downward, we passed 
from Carinthia into Styria, — we descended at a rapid 
pace by precipitous wood-paths, and an alp fully as 
steep, towards a small chapel on the brow, named ^ Heili- 
gengeist,’ for use of a few houses on the slopes. These 
habitations, farms rather than chfilets, indicated a more 
siil)stantia.l class of peasantry than is usual among moun- 
tains. Even from the brow iiothimr of Sulzbach could be 
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seen — nothing but a blue depth. Over tlie edge we went, 
scrambling down the steepest of bosky paths, which jfcwisted 
and dropped from bluff to bluff; and still from each craggy 
brink we craned over in vain for a siglit of Sulzbach. Tlu^ 
hill-sides opposite closed in nearer and nearer, and the 
grip betwt*eii sunk deeper. The bottom, reachcul at length, 
was just tlie stream, and a slip of meadow here and there, 
where the stern crags allowed; and half a mile or so 
below, Sulz.bach showed itself at last, a village of a f(^w 
decent-sized houses, where a sudden opening broke away 
northwards and let in light and air. 

The inn — a houses which had only taktm that name to 
itself within tlu" last two or threi^ years — was kept by ,i 
buxom widt>w, who, folding her arms, hioked at us with 
an aTuused expression of countenance, as much as to 
say, ‘Travellers! the idea!’ and wlm, wlum told we 
might stay a few days, received tht‘ information with a 
shrug and a pout, that madcj us fe(‘l we had taken an 
abs\ird liberty. True, we luul brought some meat with 
us ; but there was the tr<»ubh! of cooking it, don’t you set*? 
which we had eertiiinly not ctuisidered. One small room, 
witli tliree beds in very disorderly condition, and one large 
room witli none, and furnislied only with a fixed bench 
round the walls, tables, and large l)ox(‘s, w(*r(*. tlui only 
accommodation; and we should have fartsl ill with the 
impassible landlady had not our j)f)rtt‘n‘ss, notwit listand- 
ing her eight hours of heavy toil over the hill, set lierself 
briskly to work to improvise beds for the great room, and 
rummage all the stores, (lermaii was at as grt^at a dis- 
count as ever; but we had by this time constructed a 
brief »Sclavonie vocabulary, wliieh (*nabled us to make 
known the simplest of our wants. 

At this comfortless inn wo had to ‘spend an afternoon of 
storm and rain. The Cirintonz had l)een the only angry 
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spot in the grand prospect of the morning, and now he 
flung upon the valley the tempest he had gathered; while 
we four unlucky strangers from the west sat ruefully 
togethc^r in the great room, till the darkness of storm was 
succeeded by the darkness of night, and an evil-looking 
face, painted on a clock-case, whose eyes at every tick 
turned in their whites from side to side, lost its ugly fasci- 
nation in the gloom. Churchiirs bed, on the lid of a large 
))()X, was under this mechanical demon ; its tick-a-tack 
might mix with his dreams, ])ut it rolled its eyes quite 
ineffectually over his night's slumbers. 

Next morning we were breakfasting under the villainous 
optics, when the village street, and the house below, began 
to fill with people. It was a bright Sunday morning, and 
there were all the signs of a festa — that plague of all 
Sundays. Presently the door opened, and two tall hand- 
some fellows, in embroidered jackets, black velveteen 
breeches, and long Caniiolan boots, strode into the room, and 
up.ietting Churchiirs improvised couch, proceeded to open 
the box, and extract various articles of attire. The origi- 
nal purpose was to change their shirts, but, looking over 

their shoulders at S and A , they faltered in mid 

process, held perplexed conference in whispers, and finally 
compounded the matter by putting on the clean shirt over 
the dirty one — not a very comfortable arrangement for a 
hot gala-day. It was clearly better to absent ourselves, 
and a prepossessing young fellow — who, having served in 
the Austrian army, could speak a little German — under- 
took to show us the way to the waterfall. So we told our 
singular hostess that she would not see us again till even- 
ing ; and as group after group of holiday-dressed people 
met us ill our walk up the valley, we were glad to think 
we should find quietness in the remote recesses of the glen. 

Till we reached the point where the valley branched off 
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to the Oistriza, it was tlie narrow ravine J have described ; 
then it became sniilinj^ meadow bottom, diversifi(Mi I)y 
woods, which had slipped into it, jus it were, from the 
heiglits abovi‘. A baiier’.s <>r small farmer’s, cottage could 
provide us, we were told, with lu-ead and coffee ; but we 
continued our stroll, and found but om^ other habitation 
in all the further stretch of valley. This was a respectable 
farm-house, with one of those large ornamental trellis- 
work barns attached, of which the skt'tch below is a 
specimen. These (Tections give a <[uaint richness to 
Styriau landscape; and here the cluster of rural buildings 
set upon 'd level plot of shaven grfiss, whence tint woods 
rose skyward, backed by the great Oistriza, whose ledges 
of snow glittiTed in the sun, formed a perfect picture of a 
secluded homestead. 



VIVIOV.V |!\R\. 


Beyond, Avood followed wood, and the circling walls 
which closed in the valley show(;d their stern fronts. The 
waterfall was amongst them ; and after we had s])ent some 
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time upon a folleil tree-trunk, enjoying the fitillness of the 
(lay and scene, Churchill and I went on with the guide to 
search it out among the foliaged crags. We had for some 
time suspected a flaw somewhere in the glowing narrative 
of our Vienna geologist. The small quantity of water in 
the tangled stream-bed we were pursuing confirmed our 
suspicions ; and when at last we spied a thread of water 
dribbling down the rocks, and were fissured it was the 
grfjjit cascade of the valley, we turned back in disgust. 
Either these people don’t know what a torrent is, and so 
think much of their one waferfiill, or the unusually drj^ 
scfison had robbed it of its proper proportions. Iferr 
Lijxfhrs account leads one to suppose the latter. Having 
spoken so warmly of the view of the Caldron from its 
rim, we can afford to admit this disappointment in its 
wfiterfall. 

The bauer, proprietor of Plessnig, the last form of the 
valley, was a young man of very pleasant aspect; we met 
him returning early and ‘dcjucely’ from the fete. The 
p(‘asant mvning the cottage, ivhere on our return we 
thought to refresh ourselves with coffee and a loaf, an- 
swered more to our English notion of fi ‘ bauer,’ thfit 
is to fifty a hoov. He assailed us with violent execra- 
tions as we approached. They were, of course, entirely 
unintelligible to us, and the weight both of attack and 
defence fldl upon our companion, who rcspondtHl vigor- 
ously. He was accused of having left a gate iinfostened, 
by which certain pigs had obtained entrance to the potato 
plot ; the intention wfus simply to make us pay for some- 
body else’s carelessness. Our ignorance of ydavonic was 
ft grefit convenience, but there w;is no mistaking tlie tone 
of tlie vocables flung fifter us by the entire family as ive 
passed on. It wfis tlie only instance we encountered of 
thfit nuhmess which Sir H. Davy experienced upon one 
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occasion from the peasantry of the adjoininjif district ; * from 
which, as will he told, a U^arned Professor suffered on his 
search after the ^Vulfenia\ and of whicli, doubtless, Gold- 
smith liad some ft*elin^ recollection. The man was evidently 
a well-known churl, for the story repeated to every j^roup we 
met, was received with much merriment. The mention of 
several pt*asant groups may seem inconsistent w'ith the 
paucity of habitations spoken of ; but there was something 
of a hamlet at the point of junction with the main 
valley, and there might be farms out of sight in its farther 
branch. 

We had ordered an early supper — or late dinner — at 
the inn, liopijig that by that time the compaiiy would have 
dispersed, and our gtiide hastened on to Sulzbacli to help 
in its preparation, knowing well perhaps what wjxJ; likely 
to be going on there. The placi,' was in truth filled by a 
noisy crowed, of which the inn was the centre, and 
the great room, our sole refectory, and the Churchills’ 
sl(*eping chamber, cleared of all their possessions, was 
given up to riotous dancing. It was impossible to enter, 
and, th(»ugh tired and hungry, our only r(‘S()urce w^as 
to wander and wait among the trees outside the village 
till, by the efforts of our guide and the good-natured 
portress, who, to our comfoii:, hud again turned up, the 
revelb-Ts could be dislodged. 

But w'e liad not clone with thcan thcai ; anybody who 
could speak a little German felt bound to intnxluce him- 
self, each volunteering as an excuse some? little fact of his 
history. This, had seen an Englishman once in Venice ; 
the other, had been wounded in Hungary in the war of 
1849. Our principal visitor was a ei-devant grenadier — 

* iSir H. Davy was assaulted and roughly handled for having crossed some 
meadows. He complainHl to th«^ autliorities, who promptly interfered, and 
inflicted a flne upon the commune. 
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oh, that sronadier! twenty times he rapped his broad 
chest, repcjating ‘Grenadier, grenadier,’ as if we had not 
sufficiently apprehenderl the fact ; and twenty times over 
extolled liis genciral, Radetzky, — ‘ Father of his soldiers, 
father of his soldiers,’ till his fuddled voice almost broke 
into soIjs. Then drawing his stool closer, lu; would confide 
to us the fact tliat the landlady was very rich, ‘ a widow, 
very rich, and only two children ! ’ We believe, indeed, 
that this (areurnstance accounted in measure for the throng 
of men about the house; they were half of them suitors. 
TIi(?y came rushing up one after another to hand a 
plate, or bring a cliair, in ludicrous competition ; more 
than one informing us in stage whispers, when the lady’s 
back was tinned, what a cat<di she was. 

l)inn(‘r over, we hoped for (juiet. Few minutes, however, 
elaps(‘(l before th(^ grenadier again presented his person, 
on plea of arranging for the porterage, by himself and 
two or thr(‘e others, of our baggage on the morrow — for 
we had mad(^ up our minds to go. With infinite trouble 
tlie t(n*iris and the time were settled, and our friend 
descended. A few minutes mens f^nd another stalwart 
f(‘llow entered, announced himself as comrade of the 
greiiadit'r, and engaged in our service ; thereupon proceed- 
ing to ;m elaborate recapittdathm of the terms, followed 
by an interval of profound meditation upon tlie same ; 
aft('r wliieli, taking up Ills hat, he departed. Then a third 
h(‘avy footstep was heard upon the stairs, a third knock at 
the door, and a third tall figure darkeneil the threshold. 
His errand was the same; ami the confertuice proceeded 
through tlui like slow stages of explanation, reflection, and 
exit. Surely it is all right now ! No, behold the grenadier 
again, there is still a difficulty ; and at last it turns out 
that one o’clock after mid-day had been mistaken for one 


X 



306 


THE DOLOMITE MOUNTAINS. 


o’clock after midnight, and they naturally thought day- 
light would be preferable over the rough paths. 

That matter explained, we were left alone for rather a 
longer interval than usual, when a rush upon the stairs 
sounded as if all the suitors were coming in at once — and 
so they were ; the grenadier, of course, at the head of his 
company. ‘Here,’ cried lie, ‘here is a great bird of 
the mountains, very big, very scarce, trapped only to- 
day, very good to eat ; what will you give for it ? ’ Now it 
is not usual to purchase one’s provisions in this fashion 
when staying at an inn, but it seemed to be expected here ; 
and our stock of meat had proved so unsatisfactory that 
we were glad to make any addition tc our stores. So we 
paid a gulden for a tine specimen of a female capm’cailzie, 
and very good we found it next day at an early nu^al. 

Our best course now, we thought, was to lock our doors 
and go to bed, trusting that the noise below wouhl subside 
as the night advanced. Not at all ! ‘IVnelope’s suitors’ 
were making a night of it — or the porters werti ct‘le- 
brating witli their friends their novel engagtnnent. Song 
succeeiltHl song, cheers, shouts, and thumping of tables; 
and though one and another were heard stumbling olf in 
the darkness from time to time, their wild jtulvls dying 
away in the distance, enough remained to ke<*p it up--- and 
without doubt the grenadier, whose stentorian voice was 
always in the ascendant — till morning light disturbed the 
revel, and the last half-dozen tempers trooped out 1o the 
water-trough to souse their faces. After such a night, 
during which we above stairs had lain without a wink of 
sleep, we rather expected to find tlui grcna(li(*r and his 
friends in not the best condition for their work ; but tlujir 
ablutions had put them all to rights, and they would have 
shouldered their creels, and marched off with our .baggage 
directly after breakfast, had they not been seen and stopped. 



ARE WE CHRISTIANS? 


307 


We had determined to ge, principally because the 
distance to Cilli, where we should take- the railway for 
Vienna, was rather too far to accomplish in a single 
day. Tliere were in fact twelve or fourteen miles of 
rough walking through the long neck of this singular 
valley, before we should reach, at Laufen, a road upon 
which wheels could run, and then tliere would still 
remain some forty miles to Cilli. So we agreed to take 
the chance of night ((uarters at Laufen, and not to start 
till the afternoon of the day, employing the time to 
obtain a sketch or two. The great Ktulucha looked 
magnificent to the eastward, and from the opening below 
Sulzbach, a vista of farm-sprinkled slopes was closed 
grandly by the Oushova. 

I was sketching the first of these scenes, and soon, as 
usual, surrounded by a group of men, women, and children, 
all s(|uandering on the grass, when the schoolnnister of 
the village good-naturedly advanced with an umbrella to 
shade me from the sun. Presently an animated discussion 
arose among the company — its purport of course all 
unknown to me, till, amidst a sudden silence, the school- 
master addressed me in German with the question : ‘Do 
you believe in Christ ?’ ‘You mean,’ said I, ‘do we in 
Enyflaiul bt'lieve in Christ ? ’ He nodded. Asserting as 
emphatically as I could that w’ewere Christians like them- 
selves, I added, by way of confirmation — and with un- 
covered lu*ail suiting tlie action to the word — that in 
Knghind it was our custom in church to bow at the name 
of Christ. This information renewed the discussion, but 
1 trust tlu‘y will have a little better opinion in future of 
the faith of Protestants. 

Py one o’clock, having picked the bones of our bird, 
we were ready for the inarch, and our three fellows — they 
preferred not to have a fourth, and their broad backs 
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seemed equal to anything* — led oflF in line, jolly com- 
panions every one. It wiis a cliarmirig afternoon ; but as 
it was to be our last walk a mingled feeling took possession 
of us. There ^yuJ» something of regret at saying go(j(l- 
byo to the mountains and their rough folk ; and soiiu^thing 
of the pleasure of going home, though that was yet a long 
wa}'^ oft’, and onr course lay still in an opposite direction. 
The only exit from the Caldron was through the long 
gully pointing eastward, unless we returned as we came, 
by climbing over its rim. 

A foot-bridge, wi til a queer little wooden saint shrined in 
the middle, leads out of Siilzhach, then the patli skirts the 
stream along pleasant slips of green lor some distance, 
always with the mighty Uaducha frontwise, or endways, on 
the left. The narrow entrance of the third fork of the 
valley is soon passed on the right, leading to tluj Oistrixn ; 
it is one which, with that at the furthest extremity of the 
Sulzbach system turning towards Merslagora, we 

should certainly explore should we ever lind ourselves in 
this labyrinth again. Tlie laliyriutliine character is due 
the exceeding narrowiu'ss and verv tortuous eourse of the 
valley bottom, and we soon realised, far more than we bad 
yet done, the isolated position of the ('aldion, jus tliii path 
was squeezed through gorge after gorgi*, wIktc for a 
moment all passage seemed denied. Here* there was no 
longer a green margin to th(? water, but tle^ path climbed 
painfully up the precipitous sides and round craggy 
corners. One sucli sj>ot, and nearly the last, is that 
referred to by J^ipold, an<I is certainly v(*jy remarkable. 
Narrow ledges and rougli staircases siijiport tlie traek till 
it penetrates the rock througli a mere cleft — ‘ The Needle’s 
Eye,’ as it is called. Our portiirs, with tb(‘ir bulging loads, 
successively quite filled the gap, and seemed to thread 
the ‘eye ’ with difficulty. Looking back after a few yards. 
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no trace of an entrance could lie discovered. This sealed- 
up opening, and the chasm passages beyond it, well 
sustain the character of seclusion which belongs to the 
Sulzbach valleys. 

Ilut the ups and downs did not agree with the grenadier, 
wlio ‘ larded the lean eiirth ’ as he went along, and was 
inclined to be rather crusty at having to foot it on so hot 
an «afternoon. In about three hours, it should perhaps be 
only two of good walking, we reached the first village — 
almost the first house — after leaving Sulzbach. There had 
indeed been room for none liefore, but here an expansion 
of tlie valley left space for Leutschdorf, wliere our three 
troopers stooped under the lintel of a wine-shop door, and 
slipping off tlnnr loads intimated they should rest and 
refresh. At this point the valley changed both its character 
and its course. It had been rounding the end of the 
Ihulucha^ among the nxits of which it had been struggling 
and working southwards hitherto, and now turned with a 
freer channel to the north-east. We left our men to 
come after us as they pleased, and kept on at a steady 
pac(j among rounded and sparsely-covered hills, with the 
Kaduclia constantly in view behind us, and the crest of the 
Oistriza just sliowing to the west. We had in fact at last 
enuTged from the recesses of the Steiner mountains, and 
their giant shapes were beginning to show ‘ en bloc.’ 

But the windings of the stream, and the closing hills, 
and the failing light, soon deprived us of this view, and 
the walk became a plod amidst a sameness of iimbery 
tints — ^sometimes by the water, sometimes on a stony hill- 
side, sometimtis through a wood. It was nearly seven, 
and entirely dusk, before we entered Laiifen, a village 
sprinkled over a tree-shaded plateau, and whose inn we 
found with difficulty. 

We took heart at the sight of a comfortable, capable- 
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looking old lady, inclined to bestir herself, and showing 
us, when she had found her keys, two clean and decent 
rooms. Yet appearances were deceptive. We ventured to 
urge an early supper, as our bird at twelve o’clock had 
proved remarkably light of digestion ; but the delays and 
mismanagement of everything were dismal. The meal 
came in driblets; we had finished the fish before the 
bread appeared, and the bread before tlie butter, and all 

before the coffee, of 'which last poor S and A , 

after their fourteen miles’ walk, were sorely in need. 

And then, tlie grenadier was in the kitchen ! too surely 
we recognised that ponderous voice. lie and the others 
had clattered in about an hour after us, had received 
their pay and largess, and we hopt'd by this time wt,e 
fairly tired out. Hut the fun was beginning : Lauft*ii 
had assembled to welcome Sulz))ach. The grenadier 
wiis great that night; some Laufeii hero was there to 
match him, and he rose in glory as the clock went round. 
It will be long remembered by them — and by us. (Imrchill 
was for making desperate incursion upon the company 
with an appeal to the sacredness of the night-cap ; but who 
could hope to stay victory in its tide of compu'st? who 
the flow of those miglity bumpers? So we turned and 
grinned upon our pillows, and disciiss(,*d our sorrows 
through the wainscot. In the morning, to add insult to 
injury, the cost of the entertainment app(.‘ared footed to 
the bill, whereat our wrath rose so high that the landlady 
discreetly withdrew the offensive item. 

They were all gone by morning light, and though wo 
have no wish to encounter the Sulzbach men again, we 
often wonder how the wooing has fared. To this hour we 
are divided in opinion as to ‘ Penelope’s ’ final choice. If 
she be wise, the little woman will eschew the grenadier. 
Our sympathies go with the quiet fellow who accompanied 
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118 to the waterfall, and who ivas certainly far the most 
handy and assiduous about tlie house. 

Some hours passed before horses and a vehicle could 
be liunted up; it was a straw-seated waggonet, and took 
some time to prepare. Meanwhile we were rather sorrow- 
fully occupied in packing away our mountain paraphernalia, 
and in trimming up town habiliments. A stroll about the 
village showed it to be pleasantly situated, and possessing 
an unusual feature in a large open green, studded with fine 
old oaks, under whose shade the cottage doors were in- 
vitingly sheltered. A pilgrimage-looking church shone 
white upon a hill, and in the distance to the west rose the 
rocky barrier of the Caldron — one huge stony mass in 
jiarticular, the Eaducha, representing in this direction the 
last bulwark of the Alps ; eastward now, lay the plains of 
Hungary, and then — the Carpathians. 

With two heavy farm-horses we started for Cilli about 
eleven o’clock. At the leisurely pace they took, it was 
seven at night before we reached it, — all down a widening 
valley, expanding till it was almost a plain, and a cluster 
of dark peaks on the backward horizon alone remained of 
the mountain world. The day was pleasant, with a fresh 
autumn feel in the air. Gardens, gay with dahlias and 
(Jhina-asters, orchards laden with plums, corn plots with 
the harvest all gathered, low hills covered with wood, 
crowned with small white churches by the dozen, and 
stretching into hazy, sunshiny distance on either hand ; a 
river flowing broadly in the centre, and bearing innu- 
merable timber-logs,* to be formed lower down into rafts 
for the navigation of the Save and Danube ; — such was this 
Styrian landscape. This was to be our last drive, as the 
previous afternoon had seen our last walk, and we chatted 
over all our Dolomite adventures. 

By five o’clock the valley had become quite a plain, an 
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expanse of Indian corn, thoii|^li still bordered by bills.* 
Villages thickened, and twice or thrice a tract of blackentid 
timbers showed that one had been destroyed by fire. Then 
a long low cloud of dust marked a high road in tlie distance, 
and chateaux, in a sort of dishevelled grandeur, lifted 
their turrets here and there. Suddenly, we were in the 
broad road itself, not more interesting than that of Harnet 
in times of yore ; but unlike that of Ihirnet, for where an 
avenue turned ofi‘ to a mansion, a grt^at gold(»n crucifix 
was fixed, the rich man’s testimony to his religion ; while 
farther on, tliree lofty statues, in marble, of sainted 
ecclesiastics, marked the limit of his estate, and shr)ne 
far over the landscape. Soldiers \ven» seen lounging 
about the inns and villages, an unphnisant suggestion of 
crowded (ju;irters at Cilli, which appeared at last in the 
distance, glimmering over trt*es and backed l)y castle 
ruins on a hill. And there — there are the long low lines 
of the rail I Oh, how different in their matlunnatical 
rigidity from the soaring, swa»eping, tossing, broken lines 
<if mountain and hill, and the trembling lines of lake 
and .stream, that had been our delight so long I 

The t<iwn is a market for the Ifuiigariaii vin(*-grower.s, 
and looked a busy place. At tins point tlie Sann takes 
its course southwards, by a narrow and sinuous valley, 
through the belt of liills already mentioned, to join the 
Save; and the railway follows tlie sanuj conrsi*, aftiTwards 
accompanying all the windings of the Save until it 
emerges into a second little jilain at Laihach. The best 
inn took no notice of our arrival, and we had to ferret 

* Triuiiinibir in shiipe, it i.s Loiuidocl on tin* Houth by a ran^rc of 
hills running west as fur as tin* town of Stein — Selavonice, Kainnik, fnim 
Kamen, a stone or rock— from which the leistritz Thai leads up directly 
northwards to the southern roots of the (Jrintouz, Skuta, and Oistriza. 
Hence the name of * Steiner Alp/ given to thi.s group of mountains as seen 
from the south. 
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out somohocly to give us the expected answer that it was 
full. They all seem to resent an application for rooms if 
they happen to l>e occupied. People were watching us 
from a neighbouring hotel, so we drove there ; but they 
look care to vanish in the interim. A third inn was 
iMjually unaccommodating ; l)iit a fourth met our enquiries 
with a ready assent. It was comfortable, but dear, which 
we found to be characteristic of St3Tia, compared with 
its neighbouring provinces. After two sleepless nights, it 
was rather trying to rise at three for the train from 
Triesti*, Avhicli, after all, was two hours behind its time. 

It came; and, seated in the carriage, \ve knew tliat all 
was over — all the romance — all the adventure — all the 
freedmii- all the wildness, tlie grandeur, the beauty ! We 
shot through tunnels, and flitted by stcations; but our 
thoughts were busy with the vanished Dolomites, with 
our days at Jhitzes, and our discoveries at Caj)rile; with 
the now' far distant iMarmolata, Pelmo, and Civita; with 
the mysteries (»f the (iail Thai, the wilderness of the 
Isonzo, the beauty and sublimity of the Save, the loveli- 
ness of Veld(‘s, and last, not least, the seclusion of the 
St(Mner ('aldrt)n. Yet the passage of the Si’unmering 
recalled v.s to a presiuit scene of w'onder. The circling 
flight of tlm rail round those mountain shoulders, and 
over those stupendous depths, is perhaps the most as- 
tonishing exploit that ever railway accomplished. Once 
upon the northern side of that last of the Alpine ranges, 
and a thick veil of rain blotted them all from view\ Wet 
and forlorn, w e entered Vienna. Tw'o da\'s later, Churchill 

and his wife left direct for England, where S and 

myself, by the more circuitous route of Prague and 
Dresden, arrived a week later. There, settled for the 
winter at our respective firesides, we disappear for a time 
from these pages of summer travel. 
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CHAPTER Xir. 

A ’S LETTEltSl. 

Introductory — Oriitx to tlio rjuvniitlial WolWH^rg — A‘*cciit of the 
KorSpitze Kiippcl ami the (iro^sOhir -Klanenfurt - Lcfrcnd of the 
Dragon — The Zolllfld ami it.s History The Wdrther and Os-'i’acliep 
Lakes — Illfiheri; Hennajior and llu* Wnlfcnia — I’rofes^-or Vulfdii-'s 
Ailvcnture -Klagenturt again, and the JSatnitz Plateau— Wurzeii 
and Kaihl. 

iKtlie ivader has accompanied us faithfully to the close 
of the pn*e(‘diiig chapter, we may hope he will not be 
disinclimsl to hear a little more about the Dolomites. 
We have yet to open some of their recesses; we can yet 
l(*ad liim to jiasiures new. Nor perhaps will he decline 
to revisit with us, in this summer of 18()2, one or two 
favourite s])ots of our hist year’s ramble. 

15ut first, W(! commit the pen to another hand. Churchill, 
anxious to securt* tlni fleeting flowerets of the Alpine 
worhl before another summer’s sun, or the mower's 
seytlie, had laid them low, left England with his wife 
a month earlier than ourselves, appointing a rendez- 
vous for tlu‘ 2ud of August, at Ober Tarvis, in Carinthia. 
With all the s])eed of rail, they were to reach A'icnna, 
and tlienc<‘ (iriitz in Styria. Then, across country, and 
over a mountain pass, they would enter Carinthia near 
th(i head of the Lavanthal — a region rich in botanical 
iiiten*st. Kappel, wdiere they looked for a kindly wel- 
come from Mrs. Popj>, would be their iu‘xt halting-place 
— not for the sake, however, of revisiting the Caldron, 
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where the yreiiadier ke[>t but of {uscen(lin{r the 

Gross Obir, aiul of t‘XjiIorin^' afterwards, if time served, 
the mountains of the Loibl. Finally, and as a eix> wil- 
ing ohjeet of their journey, there w:is the ll'a//en/o, 
which, this tinn\ was to be cauglit alive in its rocky 
fastness, and consigned to the lionounible captivity of 
the botanical folio. This would of course take them to 
llcrinagor once more, in tlie near nciglibourhood of our 
rendezvous. 

Of their Tnovcinents and adventures, A was to keep 

us infornu‘d ; and as tlieir J<mrn(*y took tlieni wliere 
English tiUirists never go — for even at Klagenfurt, the 
capital, they found themselv(‘s to be ranr acef< — wi^ liav ‘ 
thought that some (‘xtracts from lun- letters may provci 
as interesting to others, as they W(U*e to us at home 
--waiting eagerly for the hour to strike which should 
het us free to speed t»ver the Continent, and join our 
friends for a few more days in tin* Dolomite ri‘gion. 

T>KAaS lf‘ft Vienna for (Jratz by the night train, 

fnr though sorry to pass the Simmering in the dark, we were 
anxious to make up fir lost time. Arriving at six in the 
niorniiig, we were provided with a comfortable breakfast 
in the station, and at ten left for Kbflaeli, two hours’ 
distance, on a braiicli line of rail, ami a very eliariiiing 
ride in the direction of the western mountains. All round 
Griitz bright little churches are perclied on the lieights, 
just <'is wa* ohs(;rved tlnan last year about Kraiiiberg and 
Cilli. Kdflach, you should know, is situated in the north- 
cast corner of Carinthia, far away, ther(‘fore, from that 
part of it with which last year we made* acciuaintance ; it 
possesses beds of lignite, or brown coal, which have led to 
the construction of the line. 
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At Kiiflach there was a neat but diminutive stellwagen, 
carrying only four persons, on the point of starting for 
Wolfsberg, the chief town in the Lavanthal, our destina 
lion. TIkj stellwagen is in correspondence witli the trains, 
but as it only travels twice a week, we were very fortunate 
to meet with it, and to find two places vacant. There is 
a steep ascent up the mountain ridg<i — the Kor Alpe — 
wliich shuts in the Lavanthal, and having the opportunity 
of walking, the search for flowers l>egan. An orchid with a 
fragrance like vanilla was new to me, but we welcomed 
tlie sight of many an old acquaintance, and our botanising 
overcame the shyness of one of our new coiiipanions, a 
worthy countryman, who had previously kept at a respects 
fill distance. He iHicame quite interested in the pursuit. 
Our other fellow-traveller was of a very different grade ; 
indeed as it afterwards appeared, something of a ‘ Grand 
Seigneur.’ lie commenced aciiuaintauce by courteously 
})resenting me with a rose, then, launching out in French, 
he poured forth abundance of talk, himself the hero 
always, as might be expected of a man witli so many deco- 
rations. He had liecm visiting the Diichesse de Berri, and 
had much to say of the Due de Chambord’s recent levees 
at Lncenie. Of course he was a thorough legitimist, and 
we could sympathise little with his views upon Italian 
liberty, or his antique politics in general ; nor, however 
amusing, much mure in the staple of his conversation, 
which was society, good dinners, and gooil wines. Tra- 
velling in a stellwagen upon a mountain road seemed to 
be an unusual incident to this tine geiitlcmau, and when 
we came to the extremely steep descent he threw himself 
back with a groan, committed himself to ‘ destiny ’ and 
the ‘ coclier,’ and announced that he was ‘ not acciistomeil 
to travel down precipices I ’ Neither of us had any other 
choice than the inn of the stellwagen at Wolfsberg, and as 
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our tastes were so differentj a few days of further intimacy 
were quite enough. Fortunately, a ^ grave matter ’ decided 
at last his departure for Klagenfurt. The dinner one day 
was not satisfactory ! He gave me a bourpiet at parting, as 
a souvenir, and asked C— for an exchange of cards, 
from which we discovered him to be I^e Commandeur 
Chevalier, &c. He is taking ‘ les eaux ’ for his ailments, 
or ho would not be found ‘ en ces lieux sauvagos.’ 

Our inn at Wolfsberg is rough, but not uncomfortable, 
for the people are attentive, and the living is good, always 
excepting the ehieoraceous eofft'O. ‘ II Signor,’ liowever, 
declares that ^ La Petite,’ as he calls the hostess, is the only 
good thing here. She and h('r husband, young and conudy 
peoph* with a baby, remind us of the Krouaii t*stablishment, 
but are much superior to our fritmds there in point of 
etinipment. The stretd is narrow at our j)art, and full of 
solditTs, a regiment SOO strong being quartered in tin* 
town. They are mostly qiiittj young, and some of them 
so find of bt'giiiling their time with practice* on the* flute, 
that they begin their tootling at day-break close under our 
windows. 

Fortunately tliey afford us sometimes ludter music 
than that, for yesterday, just as a thunderstorm was ceas- 
ing, their Ijaml struck up a grand, sohmiu inarch upon 
occasion of a soldier’s fun(*ral, which was as liiuj as any- 
thing of the kind I have? ever heard. All this by day; 
and at night a nightingale pours out her notes from the 
garden liclow. 

Our first day was occupied by a stroll to the Alp or Aim, 
as the country people call it. The path ascends heliind a 
very fine modern Scliloss, which looks down the valley 
upon the distant range of the Karavanken right and 
left of Kappel. iSeveral of them showed outlines which 
reminded us of our old Holomite friends. The scenery. 
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however, of the valley itself is quite different ; the moun* 
tains, of gneiss and mica slate, are broad, rounded, undu- 
lating and grassy, very little rock being anywhere to be 
seen. The slopes are, indeed, riclily interspersed with 
woods and cornfields, but there is too little character to 
furnish subjects for the sketch-book. 

The following day, taking the return stellwagen at four 
in the morning, we retraced our prcivious journey four 
hours up the mountain towards Kbflach, tempted by the 
profusion of flowers we Jiad noticed. Aligliting at a 
favourable spot we ate our second breakfast in the shade, 
and them botanised luxuriously down the pass again, with 
the sun behind us, and a crisp breeze blowing in our faces. 
A wayside Gasthaiis gave us lunch, and a carriage ordered 
from Wolfsberg brought us back there in tlie evening. 
Upon this pass there is an iron smelting establishment, and 
perched upon the <‘dge of a romantic rock above it is the 
Schlosa Waldenstein. A Schloss should always have a 
story ; and this is not without on€5. In the tower is a small 
room known as the ‘ Cornet’s Chamber.’ Here a certain 
unlucky cornet, Peter Eckard von Peckern, was starved 
to d(*ath through the jealousy of the then owner of the 
castle, Philip von Dornbach. On the wall of the little 
room a hardly legible inscription, scratched by a nail, is to 
be seen : — 

O Richter, richtc rccht! 

Du hist IIciT, unvl ich d«*in Kiiccht ! 

AVie du \>irst richti’U mich 

Wird Gott ciiist riohteii dich. 

1GG9. Pet«T Eckard V. Peckern. Cornet. 

Now for an excursion of mucli more importance than 
cither of those I have mentioned; nothing less than an 
ascent of the Kor Spitze, 7,200 feet, which involved our 
sleeping upon the mountain. It lies some distance to the 
south-west of Wolfsberg opposite to St. Andrii, the next town 

Y 
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down the valley. I must acknowledffe that the prospect 
of spending the night in a hut at about two hours from the 
summit, was not very agreeable to me, having in recollection 
certain horrible dens into which we have sometimes peeped 
in similar situations ; but I made up my mind to it wliatever 
it might be. The entire ascent is reckoned at from seven 
to nine hours. I astonished the Wirthin on the previous 
night by personally superintending a brew of tea stnmger 
than any she had ever seen, which was bottled for use. 
Further provisioning the expedition with loaves of bread, 
chocolate, portable soup, hard-boiled eggs, chet*se, raisins, 
biscuits ^and wine, we stiirted — well provided, you will 
say*— and accompanied by a guide, at two in the afternoon, 
July the 5th. 

From tlie towTi we ascended by stony narro>v paths 
behind the Schloss, and then up st(‘ep gullies in the midst 
of pine woods, filled with bilberrits, with Cytlsus iihjri^ 
cuiiiiy Genista sai/iitalis^ in rich masses of yellow bhxun, 
and many other plants. Higher still, the pines ruse 
majestically, reminding us of that solemn forest through 
which with you we descended to Cortina, Here, however, 
some were white and weird with, lichen, and at their feet, 
conspicuous for beauty and splendid growth, was a pro- 
fusion of the >\hite Veratrum. 

We reached the open, and the lint, about seven, and you 
may imagine my relief to find a tidy little wooden erection 
fresh and clean. It had been built only last year. The 
young woman to whom the guide explained our wishes had 
a remarkably handsome face, so <lelicate and refined in 
outline, that she might have been a cultivated English- 
woman, It is a characteristic you will remember to have 
observed before in Carinthia — as also a brusque inde- 
pendent manner and speech, which (|uite destroy the 
resemblance. There was a small interior room from that 
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we entered, with a bed of hay in the corner, which we were 
free to appropriate. A place upstairs had already been 
assigned to an expected party from Wolfsberg ; for we now 
learnt that since the erection of the hut, the expedition to 
see the sun rise from the summit of the Kor had been a 
favourite diversion with the young Wolfsbergers. 

While the guide boiled \vater for the chocolate, we 
sauntered on the alp, enjoying the exfpiisite mingling of 
evening glow with the increasing moonlight. Soon after 
eight, the cows appeared, slowly moving down from above, 
and nearly all of them milk-white, softly shining on the 
turf. It Wiis more interesting to watch them, than to 
survey the landscape, which, from this point, is not 
panoramic. The Kor Spitze itself blots out everything to 
the south, and the Lavanthal is out of sight below ; but 
the rolling country occupying the broad back of the Kor 
ridge, and retreating into the far distance northward 
towards Styria, looked pleasant and gracious in the slant- 
ing light. With night came chill, and the warmth of the 
stove in the hut wiis as welcome as the repast, which — 
thanks to chocolate a la creme and our mountain appetites 
— was delicious. A man and boy, their peaked hats 
ornamented with the Alpine rose, had now filled up the 
number of the household, and darkness having settled 
down, it began to be surmised that the expected party had 
lost their way. The man, therefore, issued forth with his 
horn, and sounded it long and loud, to which, at last, 
from the still woods below, there came distant answering 
shouts — a signal for us to disappear into the little chambt*r 
at the back. We had scarcely done so, when a noisy party 
— three young men, and one young woman, in the height of 
jollity and glee — burst into the hut, and filled its narrow 
space. 

We had disposed ourselves in the hay, and carefully 
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deposited oiir belongings upon a form, when, to our con- 
sternation, the door was thrown open, bringing us under 
close obs(Tvation of the company ; and the hostess enter- 
ing, seized the bench, upsetting in a moment the pro- 
vision-basket, and everything else. With a loud laugh, 
she did what she could in replacement, and then, raising 
what seemed almost all die floor at once, in ilie shape of 
a vast trap-door, disclosed beneath, an awful void, into 
whicli she descended with her light. Him* object was to 
draw, from two large casks, what we supposed to be beer, 
but discovere<l afterwards t(» be rc<l wint‘ k('pt on hand for 
the supply of tfie neighbouring shepherds. This was not 
the only incursion upon our slumluTs, for we iinfortun ‘tely . 
occupied the store-room, and stores and C(‘l!ar had to be 
frequently visited for tlie supply of our noisy neighbours. 
Left in darkness at last, we irml to sleep. Tlu^ cr(‘vices 
between the wooden planks of the outside walls weni filled 
with moss, through which we were, neverth<‘l(\'is, (|uite 
conscious of the niglit air; lait no moss closed cavitic's 
in the wall separating the two rooms, and the riot of the 
new comers could be almost as well sts^n as beard. In fact 
it was soon apparent tliat they did not mean us to sle(*p. 
They laughed, stamp(‘d, sang uproariously, and kejit up 
all the racket in tlieir power, till aft(T niidniglit, when, 
retreating upstairs, they started an artificial snoring, all 
for the benefit of tlie ‘ Englander,’ as we plainly enough 
heard them say- Eut for this, the soft liay bed would 
have been comfortable enotigh — far mf)r(! so, imle(*d, than 
those we had left below, which, in the chevalier’s opinion, 
were stuffed with corks. 

At three, our guide entered the room to announce 
the approach of dawn. I should say that he had done 
what he could the previous c;vening to guard the door, 
establishing himself like a watch-dog on the threshold. 



SPEIK AND SPIKENARD. 


325 


In half-an-hoiir we were upon the grassy slopes which 
lead to the summit of the mountain, composed of a few 

hare rocks. G had laid out the minimum thermo- 

mek*r, and expected to find a low register ; hut it marked 
50° Falireiiheit. The wind as we turned out was fresh, 
the sky quite clear, and Venus shone brilliantly. Yet 
tlie east and west were beginning to contrast in tint, 
though there was not light enough to see the green 
of the rhododendron scrub at our feet. These bushes 
were so heavy witli dew, that my skirts were soaked ; 
and upon reaching the top, which was involved in mist 
driven rapidly by the wind, I wils glad of the travelling 
rug pinned round me in addition to the cloak. The 
sun had then risen, but of course was of little use to us. 
Early as it was, two gentlemen were already on the sum- 
mit, one of whom emiuired of G whether he had 

found any specimens of the *speik,’ a plant so character- 
istic of this mountain, as well as of the neighbouring Sau 
Alpe, as to obtain for both the name of the ^Speik 
kogel.’ He had been unable to discover any. ‘ Why, there 

are tliousands I ’ answered G , pointing immediately to 

four plants at the speakers foot. As the view was so 
much obscured, we also betook ourselves to what we 
could see at our feet, and this was nearly as varied a 
carpet as on the flowery pass of the Fediiia. The 
Speik (Valeriana cellitu)iiia very small plant, formerly 
exported in great quantities, as an article of oomiaerce, 
to Venice and thence to the East, wliere its fragrance 
was valued for baths. You will be familiar with it as 
‘ Spikenard.’ 

We continued botanising downwards till we reached 
a sort of ‘ corrie,’ where, sitting down by a spring, we took 
our second breakfash About seven, the mist having cleared, 
we re-ascended for the view. 
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The interest of this centred in the limestone peaks of 
that Karavanken range to the south, which we were soon 
to visit. Stretching up from tliem, and forming the 
western bouiulary of our valley, rose the Sau Alpe with 
long soft slopes and a broad back, like its more lofty com- 
panion, the Ivor upon which w’e stood. Over the Sau Alpe, 
to the north-west, the Gross Glockner ouglit to have been 
seen, but only a few black peaks stood out among mass(\s of 
cloud. In the distant plain, Klagenfurt was barely visible; 
but the occasional booming of cannon throughout the djiy 
marked its whereabouts. The Ivor and tlu‘ San are, you 
see, the two great mountain features of the Lavanthal, 
ami they afford the opportunity for a v(*ry interesti’ng 
eastern custom which is not met with in any otluT })art of 
Carinthia. On Easter-eve pih^s of wood, whicli liave l)een 
placed at intervals stretching from the bottom of the 
valley to the summit of the mountains on eith(‘r hand, are 
simultaneously lighted to 'welcome the approach of the 
I\edempti<»n morn. It must be a stirring spectacle — the 
flickering of these scattered lights visible through the 
whole extent of the Lavanthal — seeming like a ndleetion 
on earth of the starry sky ab(»ve, a token for a few hours 
of the coming reconciliation of both I 

We reached our hut again at twtdvo, and Wolfsberg at 
four, much pleased with o\ir successful and very jfleasant 
excursion. To morrow we leave fortius Karavanken Alps, 
and sliall touch at Kappel upon our last year’s route. 
Hitherto, according to our usual fortune, the mountains 
have shown us only their sunny aspect. 

'incurs, &c. 

Knppol: July 9, 1862. 

Dear S — , Wolfsberg and the Lavanthal had attractions 
that we feel the more sensible of now we have left them, and 
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onr thoughts free luently recur to that luxuriant valley, well 
called the ‘ Paradise of Carinthia.’ One of the charms of 
our stay there, was the singing of birds, which, as we have 
previously visited the mountains in the silent months, was 
(juite a new pleasure. Our guide upon the Kor AIpe 
imitated the various notes admirably, and drew after us a 
number of the deceived little warblers. The cuckoos we 
were surprised to find Jis vocal as with us in jVIay. 

At /5 A.M. on a grey unpromising morning, we took 
the diligence for Vblkermarkt in the Drave Thai. The 
road does not follow the rich and pleasant expanse of the 
Lavanthal to its exit, but turning aside at St. Andrii 
crosses the Griffenberg and passes through the village of 
(rriffi^n clustered round a lofty isolated rock. Volker- 
markt is one of the six largest towns in Carinthia, and 
stands on a high diluvial terrace that overhangs the 
Drave. At this point the great high road from Klagenfurt, 
not itself situated on the Drave, touches the river, and 
accompanies it on its eastern course out of Carinthia into 
Styria, and so on to Marburg, where it reaches the Vienna 
and Trieste Railway. 

Arriving at Volkermarkt at ten, we engaged places in a 
small country ‘ wagen ’ which plies daily with the post-bag 
between that place and Kappel, starting at half past one. 
It was covered in with canvas, but soon after we set off, 
such a heavy st<^rm came on that the rain penetrated the 
thin roofing and we were glad of an umbrella and all our 
wraps, A short distance out of the town a peasant girl, 
half-drowned, looked so piteously at the little wagen, that 
the young driver made room for her at his side and pre- 
sently became so engrossed in flirtjition that the horse 
was left to take what pace it chose. The love passages on 
the part of the gentleman commenced with efforts for the 
possession of the damsel’s ring, proceeded to an exchange 
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of hats, and finallj' reached the interesting climax of 
the transfen'iiee of his cigar from Ijis own lips to h(‘rs. 
Of course, from our little den behind the lovers we could 
see nothing of the country, Imt at five the sun shone out 
and wo got the curtains withdrawn. Then we peered out 
upon patches of snow on the ground about us, and uj)on 
mountains showing hoary, one of them, the Gross Obir, 
which (f intends to ascend, being the most promi- 

nent and striking. 

We were entering Kappel at half- past six, and looked 
out eagerly for the old inn. Frau lh»pp herself, standing 
in front of her (lasthaus, was tin* first indication of the 
permanence of the former state of things’. She recognis^*d 
us imnu^diately, ami having a lively recollection of her 
hospitable supper of bust year, we were in no doubt of a 
similar one to greet our arrival. We were dooimal to dis- 
appointment, and during all our stay the fare has been very 
meagre. Wulf^berg was a land of plenty in comparison. 
In otlier respects, too, there are signs of <leterioration. 
The salle we thought so comfortable, is now dirty and 
dreary; om? of the walls looks positively as if it had been 
daubed with blacking. Swallows have built in the door- 
ways ami lobbies; yuii enter your room and see swallows 
comfortably nested just over-head I I’he place seems 
going down, and the good Popp appears to know it. Our 
eliamber is the large passage bedroom. That within, is 
occupied by Herr somebody, with his wife and child, who 
pfiss backwards and forwards at all times with perfect 
nonchalance*. 

The Gross Obir, famous among Carinthian l^otanists for 
its floral treasures, was the attraction tliat induced us to 
revisit Kappel^ and the first day after our arrival the 
weather would have been perfc;ot for the ascent, but 
(j was too ill with a feverish cold to do more than 
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Htroll about with me. We obtained a fine view of the 
Griritoiiz and its neighbouring Dolomites over the Seeland 
ridge to the south, and in the evening came upon traces 
of fortifications in the gorge just below Kappel, which, 
it seems, were erected in 1740 against the Turks, who 

threatened an attack from Carriiola. G was now 

better, and the brilliance of the full moon as we returned 
determined us to engage the guide for the Obir on the 
morrow. 

It was half-past six before we were fairly off, and a dull 
grey sky looked ominous, but the guide, with an abundance 
of ‘ nixes ’ assured us it was ‘ all nothing,' the wind being 
in the right (juarter ; and we were fain to put faith in him, 
though with lingering ilistrust. The ascent w'as by the 
side of a stream in the valley opening from the west, till, 
near a village called Ebriach, we turned upwards to the 
right, eutering woods of beeches, pines, and larches. As 
we climbed, the (Jushova, Ihiducha, and then the whole 
range of the ‘ Caldron ’ mountains came fairly into view 
behind us, their bare precipices of many thousand feet 
seamed with snow. 1 cannot say we felt tempted to renew 
our accpiaintance with that singular spot. ^Irs. Popp 
informs us that the Sulzbaeh landlady is still surrounded 
by her crowd of suitors, and the dreadful greinulier is no 
doubt, therefi »re, still in attendance. Other tine peaks of 
similar character were appearing in the west, but the Obir 
showed a head grim and black above his pine-covered 
outliers, and thunder was already growling in the dark 
clouds behind him. Still our cheery young guide bated 
nothing of his confidence, and on we went up the steep 
zigzags of the highest woods. Suddenly volumes of mist 
rolled down upon us, and then rain fell heavily. We 
stopped for counsel ; but the guide declaring that a miner’s 
hut or Knappen Uaus was but an hour distant, and not far 
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from the summit, we advanced oneo more, only to encounter 
the increased violence of the storm, thunder, li^htnin^, 
and hail being incessant. We were fairly beaten, and could 
do nothing but wait in the partial shelter of the trees 
until a lull in the tempest allowed us to descend, as we 
best might, the steep zigzags, which were now rivers of 
nnul. The guide took my hand, and, by a variety of 
glissades, we reached at length the main track, and thus, 
toiling under the wt‘ight of saturated garments, trudged 
into Kap])el about one o’clock. We wanted everything 
that was hot and comfortable; but, on mounting the stairs, 
it seemed as if the storm had done its worst within as well 
as without. Aladame Popp had taken advantage of our 
absence to deluge her floors, and three maidens were at 
that moment in the midst of the flood, directing its course. 
iMutunately, in the inner room, vacated this morning by 
our neighbours, the waters had subsided ; and there we took 
refuge, deriving some satisfaction in the midst of our 
troubles from the contemplation of Imndreds of drowned 
fleas I 

Snt)trihty , — After the discomfiture of yesterday we 
confined ourselves to-day to an excursion up the valley, 
about six miles, to Bad Vcllach, the same which we passed 
rapidly on our descent from the Seeland Itidge last ycjar. 
This is a Sclavonic country, and the name is derived from 
the Sclavonic word 'irltifPy an (epithet applied to the 

stream. The mineral springs are four in number, arising 
out of carboniferous limestone, and are designated by 
Roman numorals. Only one is used for Imthing, the rest 
being reserved for drinking. The tcunperatiire is very 
moderate, not more than 48° Fahrenheit, and the water 
contains much carbonic acid gas, with sulphate at\d 
chloride of soda. They are resorted to for a great variety 
of diseases, but are little more than a cluster of sheds upon 
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a greon Blopc among the treofl. The road, as yon will 
reineiiiher, is hoautiful, winding among picturesque rocks 
on either hand, and we had now an opportunity of ex- 
amining the St. Christoplier, whose gigantic figure occupies 
tlje smootlied face of rock so startlingly l)y the side of 
tlio stream, and seems, as you return from Velhich, almost 
to bar the road. The lower portion of the scaffolding 
emphjyed ])y the artist is still left standing in the water. 

( )n Sunday, from very early in the morning, the peasants 
were coming down from all the liamlets round in gay 
hnliday dress. Preparations had been making in Kappel 
th(^ night before; the women sweeping and watering e«ach 
their own bit of street till the whole place had a holiday 
air. The early mass was crammed, and a kneeling crowd 
was gathered round each entrance. During sermon we 
could just see the preacher from a distance. The women 
in general wore snowy white handkerchiefs bordered with 
lace, hanging down from under their straw hatvS, and 
another handkerchief of bn<jht colours covering the 
shoulders. A wdiite chemise sleeve reached a little belovr 
tlie (*Ibow, and the skirt was of some strong contrasting 
colour. Flowers were stuck in their hats, and there were 
f(*w of the men whose hats were not similarly adorned, 
(‘ither with flowers or feathers. The inn that day 'Nvas so 
full of people, drinking l)owls of soup and smoking, that 
W(‘ were early driven out of it, and taking refuge on the 
hills, reaeluHl a great height upon an alp just opposite the 
Ohir. There wo sat down upon grass newly mown, and as 
soft as velvet, to enjoy a magnificent view. The Ohir in 
front crowned the series of ridges which ran up towards 
him both from right and left. Southward the Sulzbach 
Alps impending over the * Caldron’ showed a jagged line 
of hare precipices, with little fields of snow lighting up 
tlieir deep recesses ; and to the north vre looked out upon 
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the great plain of the Drave, broken by folds of hill, 
Klagenfurt occupying the dim distance. The sublimity 
of the mountains and the lovelim^ss of the plain, flecked 
by the sliadows of light changtd'ul clouds, were (Mpially 
attractive: while the utter solitude that surrounded us — 
for all the peasants were gone below for the Sunday — made 
the scene exceedingly impressive. It was late before we 
reach(.‘d Kappel, having lost our way in the woods and got 
on the wrong side of the stream. The place wjis still ftdl 
of people; and later yet, wiieii we sauntered down the 
street, groups of friends were chatting aiul plenty of 
couples flirting under the stars. Peeping in at a window, 
which liad attracted us with s<»unds of music, we found a 
dance just concluded, and the fatigued partners regaling 
themselves with beer. 

The (iross Ohir has been done at bust. It w'as Monday, 
ami I was so tired with th<* walk on Siinday, that 1 w;ts 

obliged to leave G to make the ascent alone. The 

day was perfect; and starting at six, G— ami his guide 
reached the summit in four hours, and then spi*nt five in 
botaniMUg, with great success. lie would gladly have 
remainetl the night at the Knappeii Ilaus had it been so 
arranged; ami on the .sect>nd day have explored the 
western side of the mountain, which, a chasseur told us, 
was remarkahl}^ rich in plants, returning in that way to 
Kappel. The excursion is (piite feasible, and I could easily 
have accompanied him, as there is one b)lerable room at 
the Kappen liaus, which is a large ])lac.e, with accommoda- 
tion for thirty miners and a superintendent. Lead and 

zinc are the metals workcid; and G observed that 

theAustrian mining code, suspended in the superintendent’s 
ofl&ce, was printed in both German and Sclavonic. The 
great feature of the view from the summit was the entire 
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range of the Rulzbach group to the south-east. To the 
south, through the deep cleft of the Ranker Thai, a part 
of the l^aibach and Have country was visible, and to the 
north, the plain of the Dravo, the silver band of the river 
winding in the far distance from almost as high asA’^illach, 
b(‘hiiid which tow(?red the bulky mass of our old friend 
the Dobratsch, with the mountain valley of Bleiberg in its 
rear. On a clear day the Gross tfloekner can be seen, but 
there was too much haze on this occasion. The double 
chaiVK'tiT of the Karavaiiken Alps appears very distinctly 
from this point ; the northern Ridge, of which the 
(iross Obir itself is part, running exactly e^ast and west, 
while the higher and more southern range, including the 
Hulzbach group, takes a great sweep to the south, and 
only comes back to the more northern line at the south- 
(*ast corner of (^arinthia. 

My solitary day in G ’s absence went slowly. I 

liad thought to be very industrious, but employment grew 
wearisome, and I felt like a prisoner. About four the 
idea struck me of meeting him on his return, and open- 
ing my door I w^as startled by the sight of a prostrate 
figure on the bed in the passage-room. ‘ Pardon ' was 
Tiiiittered as I tiptoed past, and Frau Popp afterwards 
informed me that some officials had arrived at the inn that 
m(»rning, and.thiswas ‘ der Baron’ taking his siesta. The 
sun was blazing outside, j\nd under my umbrella I went 
down tlie road till I found I had missed the turning, and 
began to fear I might have missed my husband too. 
‘Which is the way to the Gross Obir?’ I asked of a 
passing peasant. The man stared with surprise, waved 
his hand with a short ‘hinauf,’ and then added something 
in which I distinguisljed ^nit fiir frauen.’ The absurdity 
of a lonely lady asking the way to such a mountain as 
that, and at that time of day, struck me forcibly enough. 
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l)iit I could not explain my particular intention, and I 
dare say (lie circumstance is still a puzzle to the good man. 
Tlie scorcliing sun and shadeless road, and the uiiC(‘rtHinty 

after all of met^ting G , determined me to return; 

and 1 had again to disturb the baron’s slumbers — this time 
with a ‘ paiiloir on my part, as 1 gained the shelter of my 

room. G returned between six and seven, after a 

glorious day, whose results compensated him for the time 
lost in waiting for the opportunity, and allowed him to 
dispense with one or two otlu‘r projected ascents. Gii 
Wednesday we bade good-bye to ‘Kap[iel, ami shall 
preserve a more vivid recollection of its pleasures and 
kindnesses, than of its indisputable di: comforts. 

Klaj'i'unirt : July Ifi, IStVJ. 

^ Deau E— , Before tliis letter reaches England, S 

will be, I hope, on her way to join us; I address it, there- 
fore, to you, who folloNV us, I know, closely on the map, 
and understand the intention of our wanderings. 

‘We left Kappel in the early morning by the same little 
post wagen that brought us (here, returning on the sanu* 
road to Volkermarkt. Hut how differeiit it appeari*d under 
a bright sky ! The (iross Obir overloi»keil our route all 
the way down to the great plain of the Drave, changing 
his aspect as we proceeded, and oidy growing grander hy 
distance. At ab^uit two-thirds down tin; valh*y we pa'^sed 
through a pretty little village called Kberndorf, situateil in 
gently-broken scenery, and then our little wagtui drove 
under the massive archways and duslied across the deserted 
courtyard of a large pile of buildings, dating from the 
eleventh century, and «>nce in possession of Augustine 
monks. Those walls and a wide moat were coiistrueted by 
tliem.as a protection against that Turkish invasion of which 
80 many memoriala remain in this country. We reached 
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Vulkermarkt between nine and ten, and took the diligence 
at twelve for Klageiifurt, Through the dusty plain and 
under a blazing sun we jogged on in the sleepy afternoon at 
the rate of four inih^s an hour. The view to the south as 
the sun’s rays began to slant was a fairy land for variety 
and intricacy of mountain form ; ridge Ijehind ridge, all 
softened into the most tender outlines and delicate tones of 
eohmr, reminding us in some degree of the grand view (;f 
the Terglou Alps from liadraannsdorf. The whole range 
of the Karavanken was displaying to our farewell its highest 
ideal of loveliness, set off, too, to great effect by the long limj 
of isolated cliff that formed the middle distance. This is the 
edge of the Satuitz plateau, which, covered with wood and 
pastun*, runs east and west for miles like an island on the 
green level of the Carinthian plain, and separating it from 
tiie Drave, which flows to the southward, at the base of the 
Karavanken chain. The structure, situation, and inhabi- 
tants of this plateau are all peculiar, the latter being entirely 
Slovenes. We must confess to having lost the approiich to 
Klageiifurt, for the heat and the slow motion sent us off 
to sleep at last, like the rest of our fellow-passengers. I 
can, however, make up for the omitted description by 
relating a few particulars respecting the situation ami 

history of this capital of Carinthia, which G has 

picked up from various sources. 

Vou will see on tlie map, near Klageiifurt, a lake 
called the Wdrther See. The plain of Klageiifurt 
stretches from this lake fifteen miles eastward, to the point 
where the Drave emerges from behind the Satiiitz plateau. 
Its width is about half that distance, and the city is situ- 
ated about three miles from the See, which appears to be 
the remains of a much larger lake that in prehistoric times 
filled the whole of the basin. 

The plain, covered to a great depth with diluvium, is 
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watered by tliree rivers, the Gian and Giirk in the cast, 
and the Glanfiirt in the sontli, runninj? at the foot of the 
tertiary jdateaii. Being nearly fifteen hundred feet above 
the sea and between two grt^at chains of mountains, it is 
liable to sudden alternations of t(‘mperature, and the 
WortluT See is frozen over in winter, affording to the 
Kla gi‘nfurters the favourite amusenumt of skating. The 
city itself is considered healthy, and its rate of mortality 
compares favourably with any other in the empire. 

Certain remains testify to the site of at least a Koman 
villa where Klagenfiirt now stands, but all that civilisation 
vanished in the migrations of barbarous tribes, and the land 
became a wilderness till the Slovenic ami after them the Gt‘r- 
man, race began to settle in the valleys ; tin* latter. in course 
of tim<% under the ('arantanian Dukes of Karnberg, sub- 
jugating the previously independent Slovenes. At that 
j)eriod- -so tells the legtuul — tht‘ district betwt*(‘n tlu‘ (ilan 
and the Gurk wjxs impassable forest and morass, env(‘loped 
in cloud and mist, ttaianted not only by the boar and urns, 
but by some monster wh«»se cries and roarings wctc* hoard 
even when storms were at their loudest. No one venturing 
into tlii< dreadful r<‘gi<»n iwer returned ; ami the Duke, after 
vainly c<»inmanding liis bravest f4)llowers to attempt the 
adventure, at last often*d the entire country b(*tween the 
two rivers to whomsoever should suece(*d in (h‘stroying its 
frightful inhabitant. The sc'rfs with this promise, and the 
additional incitement of freedom, hit np4>n a jdan that 
proved siiccessfid. They fastened a fat hulloek to a stake, 
having first a^-tached a strong barbed iron to tlie animal. 
Its bellowing filled the air, and presently attracted from a 
distance the attention of tlic dragon. A horrible-looking 
beast, winged and scaly, was se-en rushing from the forest, 
its claws clutched at tlie bullock, and its jaws opened to 
devour it. Then, the crooked iron, being buried deep iu 
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the? roof of tlio morifitcir’s mouth, the serfs sprang from their 
hiding-place, belaliouring him with their iron-headed dubs 
till he was dispatched. Where this combat took place a 
peaceful village wfis planter!, the Duke built a protecting 
SehloHs, and, in course of time, village and Schloss became 
Klagonfurt, the plough of the farmer invading in all 
directions the once dragon-haunted wilderness. 

T]i( 5 Schloss is gone, but tradituni still points out the 
‘(lolden (loose’ in the ‘ 01d-s(juare ’ as its site — the 
centre of ancient Klagenfurt — and in the ‘ Xew-square ’ 
is a gr(*at greeny-bronze figure of a dragon (Lrnflyni/na) 
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oj>«‘ning its moutli upon a man with a club, in meinorv ot 
iho dragon conflict. It wsvs erected in l.lflll upon a mass 
of stoiK' brought from the Kreut7A)org, near the lake. Some 
peo])le, [ should t(dl you, prefer another explanation of the 
origin of Klagiaifurt, derived from its etymology. They 
suppose that the town gradually clustered round sonit* 
difficult ‘ ford ' of those times whmi so much of the 
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country was a morass; portions of it still remain in that 
state.* 

W('st of the dragon monument is a statue of Maria 
Theresa, with theHungarian crown on her lit^ad. This, th<‘ 
work of Baltluisar Moll of Vienna, a pupil of the famous 
Doniier, was ert'cted in memorv of a visit of the Kmpnws 
in 17(55. And for another historical monument, I may 
mention an oludisk on the ‘Cardinal’ scpiart*, commemo- 
rating the peace of Presburg in 1809, j)laced tliere by the 
(\irdinal Prince of Salm, the Maecenas of his country. 
The material wiis brougJit all the way from tlie I'ntersberg 
near Sahburg. This is the (Aardinal, it may intiu-est our 
Alpine friends to know, to whos(* bcnevohuici* was due the 
construction of the Salmshiitte, now in ruins, 9,000 feet 
above the sea, on the side of the Ciross (rlockuer. The 
Carinthian House of Assembly, marked by two towtu's, dates 
from 1591. It contains a fine room deeorat<*d from Hoor 
to ceiling witli the arms and shit‘hls of th(‘ (\arintliiaii no- 
bility, w'bile upon tlie ceiling is represented the liomage to 
the Emperor Charles VI., painti’d by a ('arinthian artist. 
Two other paintings in the s;ime hall d(*piet tlu* old mode 
of liomage to the Dukes of Parintliia. 

You will nmv be aide to appreciate something of the 
interest with which we sallied out on the «‘V(ming of 
our arrival to inspect the old town. Tin? (|uaint antique- 
looking House of Assembly was om‘ c»f our first points. 
Then we wandered through the squares, criticising their 
<jueer statues — one of them, the famous dragon — enormous 
enough. Some of the houses are singular in their orna- 
mentation. (^)ne amused us much. Over <jach of its 

* 8orn<* yf'iirs aj'o the skull of :in rhinoreros (f{. Tichorhvis) was 

ilug oiif of the diluvium near Klageiifurt, and proHiTVcd in the Jlath-llaus 
fhert*. The common people believed if fi> be a remnant of their old eneiny, 
the ‘ Lindwurm/ 
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numerous windows wus carved in relief the head and 
shoulders of alien in full front, his fore paws grasping the 
upper corners of the window, and his hinder ones the 
lower, so that the window itself appeared to open into the 
stomach of the animal. Tlui formal, y<it varied, expression 
of such a family of jxnripoiis old lions gave a most comical 
aspect to the physiognomy of the house. Most of the shops 
have a picture* ])aint(‘d eitlier on the wall or a board, re- 
pr(*senting tlie sort of artieh*s that are sold within, and these 
gaily lt‘ttered dec<jrations add much liveliness of colour to 
tlie str(*t*ts. Altogether, we think Murray unjust to the old 
capital in his rather depreciating remarks; anti the neigh- 
bourhood has attractit)ns which we must return to. At 
present wt* have an olyect in view which becomes pressing. 
The Widff'uia in flower is yet to be obtained, and the 

Al{)ine plants are so much more advanced than G 

ex[)<*cted to find them, that we must hurry on to Ifermagor. 


llt nnapor : July 24, 1862. 

Dkak E , We h‘ft Klagenfurt on the afternoon of the 

17th, and at 3 r.M. stepped on board the little steamer 
tliat navigates the Wiirther See. Twelve miles of water 
landed us at Velden ; and thence a stellwagen brought us 
to Villach at 9 at niglit. I will gather for you a few 
more notices of the Klagenfurt neighbourhood, which, Jis 
w(; picked them out of a Carinthian guide-book, helped 
to render the voyage on the lake the more interesting. 
It seems there is a view from the lofty tower of the parish 
cimrch of St. Egydius, a building dating from the origin 
of Christianity in these parts, which gives a splendid 
panorama of Carinthia. Many ‘illustrious personages,' 
and even ‘ crowned heads,’ have descended from the gallery 
declaring that the prospect is one of the most remarkable 
in the Empire. One m«ay well imagine it to be so, with the 
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Norio Alps (»n oiu* side, tlu‘ ^raivfid Kara van k(Mi <in flu* 
other, the li.ike in the midst, and the enrieiis |)la.tt‘an of 
Satnitz diversifying*' the plain. Tlien, away soni(‘ six miles 
to tlu‘ north, then* is Karuher<^, the oldest easth^ in ( arin- 
thia, luar which is still seen tluj stone peth'stal on which 
all the Dukes of (\irinthia sat for installation ; while 
at a short distance is the ecjually venerabh* ‘II<*rzo^’s 
Stuhl,* where they received the liomaet^ of tln*ir snhjt'cts. 
This custom is ohler than the thirtetudh ci*nt\ii*y, and 
continued <lown to lol)?, when, on .lauuarv 2S, thi* Km- 
peror Ferdinand occupied lli<* Stnhl on tin* last (X'casion 
of tlie kind. Still more inten*stin‘,^ howc'ver, is the 
Fhnreh i»f Maria Saal, on tin* ride«* .ihove tht* ‘Shihl,’ 
a.litth* nion* to tin* (‘ast. The two towers may he set*n from 
a great di>tance. This is tin* ohleM church in ( ariiithia. 
In A.n. 7o4, St. Mo<h*stns, >vith four priests, arrivtxl here 
as mis>ii»nary hi>ht»p, sent hy the Archbishop of Salzhurg 
to instruct the peojde in the t'atholic faith. Tlnn* is 
a small cottage 1h*1ow the church when* he is n‘[mt(‘d to 
have lived, which still hears the nann* of tin* ‘ 
s/oc/,7.’ He lies buried in front <»f tin* altar in tln^ chun*h. 
Here always the Duke, after his iiistallatitin at the Karid)(‘rg, 
came to In-ar high ?uass in pres<*m’(* of all the dignitari<*s 
f»f the country. Here too he partook id* a iin*al, while his 
cupbearer, carver, and others were solemnly installed in 
tln*ir turn; ainl tln*n b<jtaking himsidf to the m*ighbo!iriiig 
‘ Saal ’ or “ Zollhdd,’ he received tin* homage of his vassals 
from tln^ ^Stuhl,’ and took oatli to dispense justice to all 
applicants. The <lucal chair is hut roughly (*onstructed of 
old h(‘wn stones, and, during its thousand years and nion* 
of existence, lias suiTi*red much from weather. It is close 
by tlie road, and in 18.'M was inclosed within iron railing*^* 
( Vmiposisl of tw’o seats with a common back; there is to 
be seen on the (*dg(*s of the ba(‘k,cnt in two perp(‘ndicular 
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;uhI op|M».sit<! linos <if Kdiiian Ioffi*rs, u question and its 
iinswi'r. ‘ flas he the Holy Failh?’ the one, and the 
uth(‘r, ‘Tin? Faith ’ - so at least they are rendered. 

^'et anoth<*r iiilerest attaches to this neighbourhood. 
Near tliii litthi castle of Tbltscha(;li, not far to the north 
of the Maria Saal, is a .small pine wood, wliich conceals 
r\t;ivations that for hundreds of y<*ars have proved a mine 
of Komaii antiijuities. Tliese identify, bey<md a doubt, 
tlie sitt- of Virunuin,tbe oldest ami most inqjortant city of 
Itoman Noricum, whence the ivuman roads, still visible in 
their traces lieni and there, strt*a?neil out in all directions. 
No wondrr that this elevated plain, univ(*r.>ally known as 
lh(' Zollfeld, should he ehoseii by the (*arly dukes as the 
seif of their power, and sliould be considered the classic 
grouial of ( arinthia. 

This Wfirthcr wliieli imw helps us so phvisantlj" on 
our way to Villach, is one of several long and narrow lakes 
in t’lirinthia. N(?ar Villach is another, tlie Ossiaclier See; 
;uid I may as well relate one other historical iiicidt*nt of 
which this is tht‘ scone, (hi the border of the lake is the 
former abh(*y of tliat naim*, claiming a liighcr antiquity 
tlian any other in the country, hut now only used as a 
plac<* for rearing army horses. Here, about thi‘ year 10(>0, 
resaled the great Holeslaus, King of Poland. His lawless 
lift* had brought down upon liim a sentence of excom- 
munication from Pojie dregtn*} XII. In retaliation, he 
issued an order forbidding ma<s to he siiid in Fracow, and, 
det(*cting the* hislie>p of the <*ity performing mass in secret, 
slew liim by tin* .side* <»f the altar. Struck with remorse. 
In* rcpain‘d to Koine to .sue for absolution anel the removal 
e>f till* Papal sentence. The jourucy led him through the 
soft and peaceful-looking seenerv of Ossiacli, and its 
attractiveness so dwelt upon his mind that he iiually 
n\solvod t«) (*nter, unknown, the abbey walls as a common 
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house servant, trusting, by the ]H‘rforniance of inenial 
drudgery, to achieve a sufficient j)enanc(» for his inisd(‘edH. 
He passed nine years in this manner, and only on liis 
death-bed diseover(‘d his name and rank to his confessor, 
intrusting him with the royal signet-ring in proof of his 
assertions. The ring, unfortunately, wsus given some years 
afterwarils to a Pt»lish traveller on his way to the Holy 
Land, in exchange for one made exactly like it. 

Surrounded by scenes of so much historic inter(\st, and 
by a landscape sweet as well as grand, it was a pleasant 
sail that afternoon along the Wdrtlnu* See. At Villach we 
went to an inn, recommended as the best by a ])erson in 
the stellwagtMi. There were bedrooms of vast size, but 
mdy dry bread and very bad cotTet^ for a nu*al, and we lost 
no time in onleringa small carriage for lltTinagor the next 
morning. Hv seven we were off; and, to our surprise, 
instead of turniug immediatt‘iy up the (Jail Thai, to our 
old (quarters, ^^e ascended by a high mountain road at the 
back of the Dobratsch, and through a (H.^trict producing 
a larger (piantity of lead from its mines than any other 
in the Kiiipin*. For two or thri'e miles the signs of this 
iiicbistry were, ^een all along the mountain side, and on 
the sunny sloj)e>, nuim*rous cottag<‘S of the miners, with 
here and then' tije handsome villa (d* an oflieial or a pro- 
prietor. Pleasant (juarters might be found by any one 
wishing to visit the mines, at Hleiberg, the chi(»f village*; 
and at Kreuth suiiie miles beyond, is a eoiiifortable inn, 
where we l>aited an hour before d(‘scending l)ya steep road 
into the (Jail Thai. We reached the well-known valley 
at last, getting fine views {is we dropped into it of the 
creamy-coloured widls of the Julian Aljjs in front, the 
same we penetrated from Tarvis last year, and of the 
great masses of the Dobratsch, now revealing itself behind 
118. True to our former experience of this region, a storm 
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gathered blackly round us when but an hour or so from 
Hermagor, and the driv<jr, halting for another bait, drew 
under the broad eaves of a house. Yet, notwithstanding 
this <lclay, and the rolling up of heavy clouds which 
promised a deluge, it did ruit burst till we were safely 
slieltered in our pretty Hermagor. Short it was, though 
sliarp; and in the evening, strolling up the Gitsch Thai, 
we enjoyed tlie ex(|uisite fragrance of the freshened air, 
and the beauty of a scene in which, as a twelvemonth 
ago, the Dobratsch in evening light, suffused with tlie most 
t(*nder tints — silver, blue, and faint vermilion — was the 
chief feature of its loveliness. 

We have spent several days in this retreat, where we 
fiinl every comfort and not a few luxuries. Among the 
former, large basins, instead of pie-dishes, to wjish in, and, 
wonderful to say, delicate pink soap I and for the latter, an 
(»legantly arranged toilet-table, with pin-cushion and hand- 
bell, and some fair oil paintings. The room, which opens 
trom a small ant(^chamber upstairs, is small but cosy; two 
windows, shaded by curtains, look upon the church, up 
flights of steps, opposite ; and another shows the vista of 
the long street, closed in by a green mountain slope. The 
old Kelliierin, who was both a trouble and an amusement 
last year, has given place to a clean, (jiiiet, and obliging 
‘ Kammer Madclieii ' ; and there is a very accomplished 
cook, wliose resources, as far as a week's trial has tested 
them, seem inexhaustible. Is it not strange to meet with 
all this in a Carhithian country village? Perhaps we owe 
it to the botanists who conic for the ^Y^tlfema. 

The Wnlfenla I Of course a vnsit to the Gartner KogeJ 
is our grt'at ev(*ut. At half-past six, July 19, the mists 
low in the valley, but the day promising to be fine, we 
started with a guide, hoping to see the wood slopes blue 
with the beautiful spikesof the longed-for flower. / need 
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not desiTihe tiu* asmit; you heard about that and the 
character of tIu* nuuintain last y<?ar. Our impatience 
incrciiscd as we approached the alp shoulder — thi* Kuhwe^e 
— which is the habitat of the plant. Alas ! instead of tht» 
purple hues, there were only myriiuls of stalks, lu-own and 
bare, rising out of the broad green root leaves. The glory 
had departi'd — wt‘ wi*rt‘ a week — only a week too late! 

Xot to lose a chance, however, Cf , a few days after- 

wards, started fur the Watschacher Alp, a little higher up 
the valley than the (lartner Kogel, which it adjoins. It 
is the only other known habitat of the Walfvutu^ and its 
(J intended to visit the (iartner also before descend- 

ing, the expeditiiUi was beyond my p(>\vtTs. We dro\e to- 
gether in a little light carriage, about an hour and a half, to 
the village of Watschig, where the ascent begins. It was a 
morning of eloiul and mist. A [)h‘asant, dark-eycil Italian 
woman came out of the vill;ige (iasthaus to otler civilities, 
who spoke of the mountain as‘sebr sti'il,' ‘ M^br S4*bwer,' 
and shook hi‘r liead at the look of the weather, (i— - 

and his gui<le, however, ti»ok the hill iimlaunted; and on 
my return drive to llermagor, I was bap[>y to set* the sun 
penetrate the mhts with ])romising goodwill. The «lay, 
indeed, proved heautiful. The j)edestrians, though not 
more fortnuatt* in tlieir >eareli for the W nlfvnin in flower, 
which yet grow> in >ueli ahmidam*e that when in hloom 
the alp iiiu.^t he (^uite a sight — found many good plants. 
Tile woods, too, wt?re rich in ferns, lioth in spt'cies and in 

individuals, and (i hail nowhere observed single pine 

trees so tall and mas.>iv<*. From tin* \\ atschacluu’ they 
passed on to th*,* rocky summits of tin; (lartncr Kogel, hy 
its southern face, where the view in that direction was 
very fine. Six distinct ridges could lie counted, one behind 
the other, the Ia.sf being the snow fi(dd.s of Monte Caiiino, 
part of the great platform at the foot of which Flitsch 
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stands. Tlie Luscljariborg, the linly mountain of our last 
yoar’s pilgrinuigo, was conspicuous with it.i tiny white 
clnstor of buildings at tho‘ top — a mere speck; and the 
road to Italy, below tluj Pontebba, could be seen running 
southwards for mih'S, through a narrow defile, and in close 
fellowship with th(; torrent, till lost at the base of a fine 
chain of mountains stretching eiist and west. The sky >V{is 
hrilliantly ch*ar towiirds evening, (‘xcept .that upon every 
near peak was a wisp of mist, as if each were giving out 
its own smoke. 

This disjippointmeiit about tlie Walftuia is almost 
ludicrous, after having come so far to see it. It is certainly 
not a little imirtifyiug, and all we can do is to come again 
next year. Meanwhile, I will translate for you part of an 
ae'count given by a more fortunate liotanist, Professor 
Vulpius, of his visit to this mountain in 18o0, which will 
juiiuse yr»u no less for his misinlveiitures than for the 
enthusiastic delight lu* manifests at his Horal acipiisitions. 
It is a contribution to a hotanical pi*riodieal published in 
Vienna : — 

At six i)Vlock in the morning,* says he, ‘ I arrived 
at Mayer's Inn at Watsehig, and eiuiuired my way to the 
Kiihwege Alp. Mayer is a goc»d fellow, but, like most 
( ariiithian peasants, is fonil of drinking glass after glass of 
selmaps the day long; so that you must catch him early if 
you want any rational conversation with him. He tohl 
me that the was even more abundant on the 

Watsehaehei* than on the Kiihwege Alp, and he advised 
me to proceed thither at onee. At the Jiuts there, one of 
whieli belonged to him, I wius to cinjuire for the "‘liepp," 
ail alp richer than any other in the district for plants: 
while from it I eoidd return to Watsehig, by way of the 
Kiihwi‘ge. 

‘ I followed his directions. In the fiehl dost' to the 
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village, Ay grew abundantly; and in bushy 

places, upon sandy Tlnilicfnim atiijnstifolitan. Two 

thousand feet higlier in tlu‘ wood I found Ihnnotfjiiui 
Si/lrestris and tSenecio rttmliasfev. Hut how delighted I 
was when, emerging from the forest upon the open alp, I 
saw, for the first time in my life, a crowd of the rare and 
beautiful Wulfenla lUfrinthiaca before me! So beautiful 
were all of them,, that I could not determine which 1 should 
gather first. The largt% bright-green, scallop-inlged and 
lettuce-shaped leaves, and the numerous Howers, all tunnid 
in one direeti<»u and packed close one above ajiother, like 
tiles on a roof, forming a compact blue floral spike — botli 
eontril)ute<l towards the l)eauty of tht‘ plant. 

‘At the hut my nwptioii was not .so plea.sant. In front 
of the first stooil a well-grown maiden, whose only answer 
to my eiHiuiry, whether this wen* the Watsehaeher Alp, was 
‘•wohl I'' Hoping for more civility within, f entcTed the 
doorway, and einpiired of a man j)utting on his Sunday 
chjthes the way to the innkeeper's hut. Tlui huts of these 
alj>s are st^parated by sttveral dee]) ravines, and the man 
pointed out <»iie of thi* most di.staiit. Arrived then*, I 
found a woman drinking milk fnan a howl, “ (luteri tag,” 
.said I. No answer, “(hiten tag,'’ I n*{H*ated. Still no 
answer ? “ l)<»n't you speak (ferman here ? Is it impossible 
to get an answer In n*?” At last the woman turned, with 
‘‘We have nothing h<.*re for you.'’ (iraeious, this, tlioiight 
T, and went to some huts further on, hoping tt) meet with 
more friendly people; but every door was closed. I then 
retunied to the first group of huts, though with a shrewd 
.siLspicion that I should now find tliese also forsaken ; and 
true enough they were. Not a Jiian was to be s(*en on the 
whole alp side. I sat down in tlie .shade to lay out my 
specimens, and presently spied the sulky maiden coming 
round a corner ; but as soon as she noticed me shf^ turned 
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and ran away. There was not a soul to a«k a (piestion of; 
and after packing my plaiitn, I ascended the long lines of 
debris to tlie peaks and precipices that bound the alp 
towards tlie south and east, and whose highest point is the 
Gartner Kogel. While climbing, I heard shepherd-boys 
shouting to their cattle. I will have a try at these fellows, 
thought I. Hut as soon as they saw me steering towards 
them, away tht‘y went, driving their cattle (juickly down- 
wards, over knoll and ridge ! I now began to be seriously 
uneasy. How shall I find the Repp ” or the Kiihwege, or 
a shelter for the night, if all doors are shut against me and 
everybody runs away ? Yet for a time my attention was 
diverted; for tliere bloomed abundantly around me in 
the grass, llomofjjfue discolor^ Llnmn aliAnum^ Achillea 
Clacemc^ Tldaspi roiandlfolttua^ Scrophnlackt Hoppil, 
CerastUua latifolunn, Papavev alplmmiy Pediculacis 
rosea. In the chinks of the precipices, Arabis jmmila, 
LaseipitiHiii jjeucedauoides, Sesleria spha^rocephala^ and 
at their base. Rhododendron cluuaceclstus and Putentilla 
nlild<t\ Still eager in my quest, I directed my steps to 
the highest points of the Kogel, where grew Sarifrar/a 
liurscrknia, and a multitude of the beautiful and rare 
Gentlana Imbricata. 

‘Hut again came the question, What was I to do? I 
climbed the ridge betw’een the Gartner and the nearest 
neighbouring summit, and then downwards over debris, to 
the precii)itc)us fact' of the mountain, for a passage to some 
alp below. Hut the lower I got, the less I seemed to 
approach human liabitations, and the more to be involved 
in the depths of a frightful “ Tobel.” The slope was so steep 
and the forest so difficult, that nothing remained but to 
take to the bed of the stream and clamber down the rocks. 
In this way I slid over wet slippery slabs, and let myself 
drop from ledge to ledge. The stream splashed over me. 
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;iud swt'pt i»ut of my luiiul my iiutp, WxW t»f pnrious 
plants: I was fortunate, howeviT, in ivcovrrin^ it. At last 
tho strt'am took a loap wiurli forhailt? my acroinpanyin^ it 
any further ; I was eompelled to work my way tlirou»;h the 
wood, and, as evoniiii^ was oomint^ on, my posit i<m heeann? 
aliin^st ih‘sperate. .Stadng ]>res(mtly that the hod of the 
stream helow me had heeonie less steep, I (h»scended t(» it 
a<;ain, Imt in a short space tl.e sith‘s of the ravine closed in, 
tlie stream mice more threw' itself over an ediije, and worse 
than ever, tlie ravine itself seemed ent indy closed hy a wall 
of ftdled tnM\s htdoiii^im; to tht‘ sluice «>f a timher sliile. It 
was nii,dir, and every ehanct‘ of i^^dtin^- out of this frightful 
••tfraheii '* seemed dt*nied me. In tlu^ midst id* my di^-Mess 
I smldeiily eauoht si^ht of a small Mock hut amon;^ the 
"cruh at tin* foot of some rocks. Words cannot expr(*ssmy 
joy at this discovery. I (*ros>ed the stream and found the 
hut ch»sed only hy a wooden har. W ithin, a htaieh ran 
alomL*" the wall, eoven*d with tir hrancin's, ain! upon this, 
evidently the sleeping of Some Woodcutter, 1 laydown 

ami spent a «|uiet nii(ht. Aly ehithes wen* mm li daiiiaoi‘d 
and I ha«l notldn;^ to eat, Imt 1 was rea>sured iit mind, tor 
there was eertain he a path from the hut in .some dinM*- 
tioii «»r other. 

* At dawn of day 1 h»st no time in ree*aiiioitrin;^ my 
position, and soon diseovered a trei* thrown ovi*rthe stn‘ain 
to serve as a hrid;^n*. As I exjH*eted, a path led from it mi 
tiie other side, and after two hours of hard rlimhin;^, I 
rt*ached the rid<^(* of a wooded mountain, and heanl tlu* 
voices of sh('pherds. Kurtlnu’ on, I came u[»on a woman 
and a chihl tending cattle, wlio to my ^u*eat joy did not run 
away. They helon^ed to the Kiilnveot? Alp, hut the huts 
she told uut wen* at a considerable distance. She was full 
of wonder iis to whence I had come, ami I ndated to her 
the event-s of the last twen<y-fi)iir hours, hogging her to sliow' 
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iij(* the way to \\at«chi«'. The ehild went a short <listane<‘ 
with nn*for tJiis purpose, and then a tsill bearded chainois- 
liuiiter — Martin of Watsehi^— toi>k rne in hand, and by ten 
o’cloek, with a wolfisli appetite from twenty-eight hours of 
fasting, I fnwrid myself again in the village.’ 

Vou will sett tliat the poor prof(‘ssor would be very 
likely to <*n(lors(; fiohlsmith’s line about the rude (Virin- 
thian boor. TIkj professor has left his name in Ihe botani- 
cal history of these parts, for a Sf^rmiula, a jdant allied to 
th(‘ thistle, and found by him at Aiif der IMecken, our 
favouritii n^tn^at last year, has been designated Sm^aivlu 
Vnlint* 

(ir has made another ascent tluring our stay at 

Hermagor — that <»f the Heiskofel. It is one of those pro- 
miii<*iit and isolated peaks on the north side of the Gail 
'fhal, which answers to the Gartner Kogel and f>thers on 
the south. Thi^ first jiart of the way is up the Gitseh Thai 
to Weissliriach, the village where we dined last year on our 

e.v'enr.sion to the Weisstmsee. I went so far with G in 

a carriage*, and was recognised at once by the people at 
th(* inn, and not by them only, but by the surly fellow who 
left ns in the lurch at Uaibl, soon afterwards. It must 
have bet»n rather asurpriseto him. Tliis evening, the last 
of our stay, wt» have taken a far(»well walk from Hermagor, 
down tin* valley about four miles, to the Preseler See. 
The little lake is beautifully set. It seemed as if the 
brilliant green meadow formed a basin for the ste(*ly bliu* 
water. Heyond it glistened the white spire of a village 
clnireh, perched upon a gentle slope, with a pine wood for 
baekgronnd, and to the h*ft rose the bulky mass of the 
Dobratsch in profile, its own rich tints intensified by the 
vermilion hues of sunset. The whole scene was a perfect 
picture, and we turned from it only when sober twilight 
remind(Ml us we wore a long way from our inn. 
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How sorrv we shivll bo to leave our plc^Jisant ffiiartera; 
eiglit (lavs have made us (juite at home in them. The 
SAVt*et souiuls of the sinking at daily S(‘rvi(?o in the elmreh, 
wafte(i over to mv room, wliere a .sprained foot has kept 
me nuuh a prisoiuT, have been very pleasant to listen to. 
I have borrowed the st‘rvi('e book to make extracts. Most 
of the music is by Gregor Hi bar j a of Laibach, th(‘ same 
composer whose ‘ sacred .songs’ ( aS/vV/ 7 Vs?/(/) I obtained 
last year fnmi the organist at Veldes in (’arniola. At 
night there is the chant of the watchman, immediately at 
the striking of every liour. It runs thus: 

* All«* fin'iiu* Ut'Pifii NapMi. 

IK r llannni'r hat Zohn «ri*Hchl.ijr' n. 

I»« N%ahr* t (liUH hViifr uiul 

I>a^^ (Ills ih*r (iMtt lM*hut. 

Hitt hri Ofott tVir uns. O Maria' 

Hat /*‘hn 

To-morrow we leav(‘ for Villach and Klag(‘nfnrt again — a 
week only remaiiLS before the meeting time with our 
friends at Tarvis. 

Tarvis: 2. 

Dkar K — , We left Hermag(;r last Saturday, .Inly 21). 
Our driv<*r, cheery and talkative, was an old acfniaintanco 
of last year. A splendid wai.stcoat was donn(‘d for the oc- 
cfusion, and his hat was ornamented with yellow everhistings, 
carnations, and a lf;mon-scerited geranium, to say nothing 
of three feathers stuck bolt upright, plucked from the tail of 
ii (V>cliin China. A co.sy little carriage and a capital horse 
carried us along at a great pace till we climbed behind the 
Dobratsch into the Bleiberg districjt again. Xow, as before, 
the distant precipices of the (Jarniola chain- -or Julian 
Alfxs — were seen sharply cut out again.st the blue — so hard 
and yet so soft I I noticed in my last hotter the mining 
w(»rkR of the Bleiberg, but did I mention the enormous 
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stacks of wood piled ready for their use ? Every cottage 
hfis, of course, its stack hoardt?d for winter, but those pro- 
vided for the lead siiieltiii^c are on a scale so gigantic as to 
niak(j one tremble for the fonists. 

This mountain road brought us down upon Villach, 
wheni we spent a night on our way to Hermagor. It is a 
pretty town on the banks of tiie Drave, in a plain varied 
with hill and dale, and on three sides girt in by mountain 
peaks. Eastward the plain extends towards Klagenfurt, 
Our driver, who dashed very spiritedly into Villach, greeted 
l)y several young Frauen of his acrpiaintance, here com- 
plete^d his engagement with us. The humbler stellwagen 
conveyed us in three hours to the Wdrther See, and another 
three on the boat, brought us to Klagenfurt. We had 
stayed Ijefore at the ‘ Post,’ an inferior inn ; now we went 
to the largest in the town —the ‘ Kaiser von G^sterreich,’ 
which is deserving of our commendation. The window’s of 
our spacious room face the large square or platz, of w’hich 
the centre ornaiiient is an ohl-fashioned monument of many 
figures, (juaint and crumbly, surmounted by the statue of 
Saint Florian, The custom of the house is, morning — 
<*offee in the bedroom; dinner by carte at half-past tw’elve 
in tin? salle ; and supper, wdiich is dinner over again, at 
eight. There is a large bevy of officers, white-coated, or 
in blue and silver, and once, at dinner, a txeueral, with a 
young wdfe and children, graced the occasion, find so dazzled 
the waiters, that no civilian could be attended to, much to 
the disgust of an irate old gentleman near ns — ahvays 
very particular about his dishes. 

With all this company the Visitors’ book shows not one 
English name ; hut as the railway will be opened next yeai 
from Marburg, tourists will probably S()on make their w’ay 
to Klagenfurt, which is central for excursions to every 
quarter of Carinthia. In the remote east w(* see our old 
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friends the Sau and the Kor AIpe of Wolfsherg.- To tlie 
south-east, the Gross Obir of Kappel memory, looking on 
this side like a Lion Couchant, while to the west is the 
Dobratsch with which Hermagor has made us so familiar. 

We took the opportunity of being at Klagenfiirt. agfiin 
to visit that plateau of Satnitz, which is so marked a 
feature in the scenery. It rises, a continuous terrace of 
coarse conglomerate, more than 500 feet fibove the plain, 
and with cliff-like edges, extending for many miles. The 
summit, varied with slight hill and dale, is covered with 
woods, cornfields, and meadows, and Jis I mentioned before, 
is inhabited only by Slovenes. A carriage from the hotel 
took us down a pleasant avenue of lindens, across the plain 
to the village of Ebenthal at the foot of the clitfs, 
and leaving it there, we made our way through woods and 
past orchards and farmsteads, to a little open place at the 
edge of the cliff, called the Prcdiger Stuhl, from which 
there is a very extensive view of the plain of Klagenfurt, 
and the lovely lake, upon which that afternoon wo were to 
glide once more on our way to Villach. In the distance 
opposite, was the old historical site of Karnberg and the 
church of Maria Saal. 

Our destination now was Wurzen, Sir H. Davy’s favourite 
retreat in the Upper Save Tlial, and for this, it was neces- 
sary to return to Villach. The lake, with its pretty slopes 
to the north, dotted with hamlets, and its vistas of 
^ delectable mountains ’ southwards, looked its best as we 
sped across its waters for the last time. Nine o’clock 
brought us to our old quarters at the Post in Villach. 

The next morning, early, we were off, first entering, 
and then crossing the Gail Thai, to the point where the 
zigzags left the road to climb the ridge which separates 
the valley of the Gail from that of the Save. Near the 
entrante of the Gail valley are tokens of the earthquake 
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which on Jan. 25, 1348, brought down there a portion 
of the mighty Dobratsch. The ascent of the ridge we 
made on foot, striking into grassy and shady side paths, 
which cut off much of the distance. The hot sun brought 
out multitudes of butterflies. The tawny spotted Fritil- 
laries, large and strong of wing, hung on the thistles by 
scores. We often see the Gambenvell Beauty, a rich dark 
maroon with anjber-coloured border to the wings ; the 
Apollo, Peacock, Painted XacZ?/, the three sorts of Svxdlow- 
tail, and once, near Hermagor, met with the rarer Purple 
Emperor. At the top of the pass is a boundary post, 
marking the entrance upon Krain (Carniola). Upon this 
spot we all stood last year looking down over the then 
un visited Villach country. Now, we hoped for better 
fortune than we had then experienced at the little Wurzen 
inn. The burst of the Save mountains as we descended, 
was really glorious. This time we were lucky, and not only 
in quarters, but in breakfast, though it was nearly twelve 
before we got it. Then out upon the grassy slope for a 
sketch of the Philosopher’s ^ haunt,’ and in the evening 
we followed his favourite walk to the source of the Save. 
The pool, or small lake, where the river rises, extends some 
distance by the side of the road, and our steps disturbed 
a multitude of brilliantly-marked malachite-green frogs. 
They went hopping and plopping into the water in succes- 
sion, just stopping a moment on the surface for another 
look before the final plunge. The evening light upon the 
Stou Berg, and other mountain profiles at the lower end of 
the valley, was very beautiful, but the west was lurid with 
something else than sunset glow. We returned only in 
time to shelter from a storm which made a night of it, and 
detained us prisoners part of the following day. 

^August 1. — The thermometer was down to 48° in the 
night, a fall of eleven degrees, so the air felt quite keen as 
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■vve started in the usual little car for Eaibl. It was a very 
different arrival from the dark, stormy, and inhospitable 

one with S and her husband, when soldiers filled the 

inn. Now there was plenty of room. In course of the 
day we strolled up the Predil Pass, botanising successfully. 
The showy bright-blue Aquilegia pyrenaica was in great 
abundance on the rocks, and by the edge of the lake we 
surprised a black salamander. On our return we called on 
the old lady who sheltered us on that not-to-be-forgotten 
night. She was overjoyed to see us— such shaking of 
hands and clacking of Deutsch ! The kind little wife ©f 
the commissary was gone with the soldiers. To Tarvis we 
drove in the pleasant afternoon, taking possession of most 
comfortable rooms at the ‘ Gelbfuss,’ in the upper village ; 
and yesterday, August 3, accomplished a happy meeting 

with our friends and fellow-travellers, J and S . 

«««««# 

‘ Yours affectionately, 


‘A 



CHAPTER XIII. 


MOUNTAINS OF FRIULI, OR CARNIA. 

Plan of Journey — Diligence from Salzhui^ to Villaeh — Old Times at 
Villach— Ober Tarvis— l)(‘scent of thePontebba — Resiutta — TheTa- 
gliamento and Tolmezzo — Adelaida — Arrival at Kigolato — Porni 
Avoltri— German Colony of Sappada 

‘ Six o’clock on Saturday evening, August 2, at the inn- 
door of Ober Tarvis.’ With those words Churchill and his 
wife parted from us in England ; then and there we were 
to keep our tryst. This village is excellently situated 
for command either of the Drave, the Gail, the Save, 
or the Isonzo valleys; but the advantage it offered to 
ourselves at this time was its position at the head of the 
Pontebba Pass, leading directly to Friuli, a district into 
which we had not yet set foot. Through it we might 
approach the Dolomites from quite a new direction; 
while at the same time we traversed a line of moun- 
tainous country which, though forming part of the distant 
horizon of Venice, is absolutely unknown to the ordinary 
tourist. 

Our plan was to keep southward of our former course, 
as well as to reverse its direction — travelling now from 
east to west, as then from ,west to east. In a good 
map the chain of the Carnic Alps is very distinctly 
marked. It is that portion of the great range which more 
immediately overhangs the plains at the head of the Gulf 
of Venice. Our previous journey, after leaving the chief 
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Dolomite group in South Tyrol, had carried us along the 
northern face of this Aljune barrier, where it sinks into the 
long trough of the Gail Thai. Our intention now was to 
explore its southern, or Italian face, of which we could 
learn nothing beyond what the maps could tell, and their 
rather conflicting indications left the tracks uncertain. 
For this region, Tarvis and the Pontebba offered, as will 
be seen, the precise avenue of approach. 

In due course we should reach on this line the Ampezzo 
district, wliere, taking Cortina for a centre, we might make 
up for former deficiencies, especially as respected Auronzo, 
to the east of it — the Gader and Groden valleys, to the 
west — and the neighbourhood of the Sasso di Pelmo, on 
the south. Our final object was farther southward still, 
where, midway between Belluno and Trent, but apart 
from the lines of communication, lay concealed the re- 
markable Dolomitic mountains of Primiero. From this 
sketch of our intended course, a programme which was 
exactly fulfilled, it will be seen that we propose to lay 
open a considerable amount of new country to the reader. 

S and myself, leaving England a month after our 

companions, reached Salzburg on Tuesday, July 29 (1862). 
There we found that the diligence for Villach, in Carinthia, 
carried passengers but twice a week, and would not be 
available till the Friday. We had thought at one time of 
travelling to Villach by means of the small single-horse 
carriages of the country, hiring them from day to day; 
but this plan appeared to involve too much time, too much 
expense, and too much trouble. We were, therefore, well 
content to await the diligence, which, leaving Salzburg at 
six o’clock on Friday morning, would arrive at Villach in 
the afternoon of Saturday, in time for us to join our 
friends at Tarvis, four or five hours farther, pretty nearly 
at tKe hour appointed. An excursion to Berchtesgaden 
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and the Konigsee pleasantly filled up the two days at our 
disposal ; but on our return to Salzburg it was vexatious 
to find that the hour of departure had been put several 
hours later, so that, not reaching Villach before ten on 
Saturday night, it would be impossible for us to fulfil our 
tryst. 

The afternoon journey from Salzburg — an afternoon so 
gloriously hot as to make amends for all the chilly summer 
months in England that year — retraced, as far as Werfen, 
the earliest of our tours — through Golling — through the 
the grand pass of Luegg. At Werfen, just as dusk was 
falling, we turned to the left out of the Gastein road, 
working through many dark hours, rendered darker by the 
dark woods, towards Kadstadt — a small walled town on 
the borders of Styria. Not far beyond, commences the 
‘ Eadstadter Tauern,’ the first of two passes which open the 
way into Carinthia. How long w^e had been ascending I 
do not know ; but after a drowsy consciousness for some 
time of exceedingly slow progress, and a queer rattling of 
chains, I discovered that the road was tilted at a very steep 
slant, and that four patient oxen were harnessed in front 
of the horses. When morning broke, in a sky of exquisite 
purity, and the ascent still continued, it was time to turn 
out into the fresh air, and enjoy the rosy tints w^hich 
touched the mountain tops. Behind, in the distance, was 
the serrated line of the Dachstein, near Halstadt ; around, 
bare summits, not remarkable but for the glorification of 
dawn; and immediately about us, alpine meadows and 
sparse pine and bush. This pass is over the subsiding 
jjortion of the Noric range, and is reckoned a five hours’ 
business. The descent on the south, though for a long 
time uninteresting, displays one fine view over the upper 
Mur Thai, before the road drops into it at St. Michael. 

Before noon that day, a second ridge, the Katschberg, of 



358 


THE DOLOMITE MOUXTAIXS. 


less height, hut of great steepness, had to be* surmounted. 
It is the frontier of Carinthia, but all view into that 
pleasant province was as yet denied. The mountain was 
covered with thick woods. The small post-house of Eenn- 
weg gave us dinner, and then came endless descent in a 
sort of ravine, intolerably hot as the sun got lower. Onti 
welcome deliverance from this confining gorge was granted 
atGmund,but no striking effect occurred till about five, when 
we descended once more into the noble valley of the Drave 
at the town of Spital. Here, daylight did not serve long 
to display the wide, commanding scene, dignified by the 
river, and adorned by villages and orchards. Five w'eary 
hours separated Spital from ViJlach, which we entered 
soon after ten, tired and stupid with the two-and-thirty 
hours of diligence-shaking. 

Altogether, no one entering Carinthia by this route would 
be much struck by the scenery till he reaches the Drave. 
It is wanting in variety, and the solitariness, not being 
associated with grandeur of feature, only adds to the 
monotony. ‘Ah, you are English— there is a letter for you,’ 
was the greeting of the honest ‘ hausknecht ’ of the inn 
at Villach. There was life in the sound : news from the 
friends we were impatient to meet. But the letter was in 
the post-office, and could not be obtained before the fol- 
lowing morning, nor then till after eight o’clock, which 
prevented our being off betimes. We learnt from it that 
the Churchills had passed through Villach three days 
before on their way to Wurzen, and thence to Ober Tarvis, 
where at the ‘ Gelbfuss ’ they would await our arrival. 

Till the plain is seen from the hills, the great battle of 
Villach, in 1492, cannot be understood; but then the 
splendid arena it offers for a mighty struggle is displayed 
at a glance. The Drave passes through its midst, receiving 
the Gail from the right, the Ariach from the left. To 
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the south rises the long line of the Karavanken, overtopped 
by some of the higher summits of the Julian Alps beyond. 
The wooded Carinthian hills close round on the north and 
east ; and westward rises the Villach Alp, culminating in 
the Dobratsch. Defended by the Drave and Gail in front, 
and backed by the Karavanken range, the vast encampment 
of the Turkish host might spread for many miles, and be 
a convenient depot for the plunder and prisoners of all the 
radiating valleys. But there, as in a net, they might be 
caught; and there, attacked by the Carinthian chivalry, 
assisted by the Emperor Maximilian, and under the 
command of Kevenhiiller — a name famous in these wars — 
they were, after a terrific contest, broken and destroyed. 
Few would regain the Hungarian frontier through the 
numerous intervening defiles or mountain passes, which- 
ever way they fled. 

By reason of this momentous battle, the name of Villach 
yet lingers in the ears of the nineteenth century. Formerly 
it was known through Europe, in connexion with Venice, 
as a great emporium of Eastern traffic. It was the 
commercial city of Carinthia. St. Veit was famous as the 
seat of the Ducal Court, Friesach for its military strength, 
Villach, yet more, for its commerce. In Eoman times it 
was known as ‘ Villa ad Aquas,’ from which the derivation of 
its present name is obvious. In a.d. 878 it is mentioned, 
and its boundaries described, in a grant from King 
Karlman to the monastery of Oettingen. The Emperor 
Henry II. gave it to the bishopric of Bamberg, founded 
by him, and to this it remained attached for 700 years. 
By the rights and liberties obtained, the city grew in riches 
and importance, attracting artisans and traders from far 
and near. At that time, when the roads of Tyrol were 
less practicable, merchandise from Germany generally went 
by way of Salzburg to Villach, and thence through the 
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Canal Thai — now known as the Pontebba Pass — to Venice. 
From Vienna and Upper Austria also, the traffic came this 
way, on account of the unsafe condition of the roads 
through Carniola. Down to a late period, Villach kept up 
an intimate connexion with Nuremberg, Augsburg, and 
Eatisbon, whioli cities maintained commercial agencies in 
Venice. Villach bosusts, in fact, to have been at one time 
concerned in the carrying trade of three quarters of the 
globe ; for which enormous transit the Gail Thai and the 
Katschberg district supplied the draught and pack horses. 

In the products of the country also, viz. iron, lead, planks, 
timber for the masts of ships, &c., a most active trade was 
carried on; in which the Jews, who were numerous in 
Villach and the neighbouring villages, took a lively part. 
Nor did the knights and nobles of the country round 
disclaim to make a profit by supplying an armed escort for 
the trade caravans, and by manning the town walls in times 
of danger. Many of them erected in Villach palatial 
residences, and became patricians of the city. The 
Kevenhiiller, now princes ; the Grotta, subsequently counts ; 
the Seeniisse, afterwards barons ; the Leiningen, and others, 
were among its magnates. But a greater name than that 
of either prince or count illustrates the annals of Villach. 
Here lived the father of Theophrastus Paracelsus, practising 
as chemist and physician. His renowned son succeeded 
him for a time, but died at Salzburg, where his tomb is to 
]be seen in the churchyard of St. Sebastian. 

We were too soon out of Villach, and it was too soon 
hidden among the trees of the broken plain in which it 
stands, for us to retain much impression of this old and 
historical town. It was filling with peasants for the 
Sunday, and the sun was blazing in its open streets. 
Besides, as our little carriage cleared the crowd and the 
houses/ the shapes of the glorious and familiar hills in 
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front — the Mangcrt in their midst ; and presently, as we 
crept round into the valley of the Gail, the long scarped 
flank of the mighty Dobratsch, quite filled our thoughts 
and set our pulses going with delight. 

For some distance our road bore southward, skirting the 
western side of the hummocky plain ; then, crossing the 
Gail, and reaching the foot of the Karavanken hills, it 
bore off to the right, towards the opening at Tarvis, by 
which it penetrates the great Carnic chain of Alps, and 
descends upon the Venetian provinces. This was the road 
which made Villach great. Before the Trieste railway it 
was still the grand route between Venice and Vienna; and 
the readers of Mendelssohn’s delightful letters will find 
tliat it was by this road he first entered Italy. The road 
to Wurzen, on the Save, so highly prized by Sir Humphry 

Davy, and described in A ’s letters, a few pages back, 

strikes directly up into the Karavanken, soon after the 
Gail has been crossed. 

Two hours from Villach we baited at the picturesque 
village of Arnoldstein — picturesque from its situation at 
the outrush of a stream from the broken foot of the hills, 
from its castle on a rock, from its view of the soaring 
Dobratsch across the valley — a scarred line of precipice. 
Scarred, I say, and truly ; for it bears witness to the terrible 
earthquake of 1348, already referred to in our account of 
the Gail Thai. 

That castle on the rock was then a monastery, built by 
one Arnold and his wife Matilda at the time of the great 
dispute between Pope Gregory VII. and Henry IV. as to 
the right of investiture. On the 25th of January, in the 
year named, the abbot Florian was standing at one of its 
windows observing, not without forbodings of evil, the 
murky atmosphere. Suddenly, the Dobratsch opposite 
seemed bodily to fall. The blast of wind it caused, threw 
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him backwards ; and so violent was the movement of the 
rock beneath, that he believed himself and all his monks 
to be sinking into the bowels of the earth. The buildings 
of Ariioldstein were covered with dust; and the space 
lying between it and the mountain — ^perhaps three miles — 
was heaped with mounds of rubbish, under which many 
villages and castles lay buried. The parish church of 
Villach fell, many houses, and part of the city walls — 
damages which the Prince Bishop of Bamberg came forward 
generously to repair. A portion of the Gorlitz, a mountain 
by the side of the Ossia(‘her See, was thrown into the lake. 
In the far distant valley of Primiero, as we shall have 
occasion to tell, the earthquake wrought similar mischief ; 
but in all that spasm of terror few could have been more 
advantageously situated for the spectacle than the abbot of 
Arnoldstein. To us the scene was lovely, though still 
above was the scarred mountain side, and below the 
mounded plain. 

There were yet two hours of continual ascent before 
little Tarvis showed itself. Our progress up this road last 
year had been amidst clouds and rain, with the Konigsberg, 
Alboin’s mountain, in a gloomy shroud of storm. Now, 
it was clad in a vesture of light, and light and heat flooded 
all the landscape. It was two o’clock before we stopped at 
the quiet door of Herr Gelbfuss’s inn ; from open windows 
above we heard familiar voices, heads were popped out, 
and there was a bustle within; but before any one 
else, a little woman rushed from the door, and almost 
hugged us in the warmth of her welcome. It was 
Amelie, now settled in Tarvis with her husband (ad- 
vanced to a higher grade in Commissaryship), and able 
to live comfortably in their own house. Churchill and his 
wife, sunburnt and healthful with their month among 
the mountains, were close behind; the landlady, the 
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Kellnerin, the Commissary himself, quickly followed, and 
so, surrounded by friends, and under a battery of greetings 
and questions, we mounted to the cheerful upper floor. 
Such an arrival made a happy ending to our ten days’ 
journey from England. 

Ober Tarvis is far better situated than the older village 
below, which we visited before, and the inn supplies very 
comfortable quarters. Herr Gelbfuss at this time was 
absent with the inspector of forests, on his annual visit ; 
and the selection of him for this, is proof of his intelligence, 
position, and knowledge of the country. His wife had 
that ladylike appearance which we often found united 
with the character of landlady in these Carinthian inns. 
We were rather amused, however, with her reply, when 
asked the number of her children, ^ Oh, fiinf stiicke’ — five 
pieces — which seemed rjither lacking in the maternal 
sentiment. From near the inn an old road, now disused, 
runs back round the face of the hill at a considerable 
height above the present route. It forms a charming- 
terrace walk, commanding all the fairest prospects — down- 
wards towards the Gail opposite, to the noble Save moun- 
tains and the JMangert, towering grandly ; and southward 
to where the Kbnigsberg fills up the gap of the Prcdil Pass, 
and the Wischberg frowns behind him. On this terrace 
road our evening stroll was prolonged till dusk, and almost 
all Monday was spent there also ; we gave ourselves that 
day for various final preparations before diving into Itah% 
and the recesses of the Friuli mountains. 

Tarvis offers to the tourist in these parts the most im- 
portant advantages. On the crest of the pass, it commands 
both the northern and southern slopes of the Carnic chain. 
The Julian Alps commence just beyond it to the east, and 
the Gartner Kogel (the Wulfenia mountain) is in near 
neighbourhood on the west. A day’s excursion will show 
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you the beauties of the upper Save, or Davy’s favourite 
solitary lake at the foot of the Alangert. The Dobratsch, 
and the Luscliari Borg, especially the former, afford from 
their siiiiiiiiits inagiiiticent panoramic views. Southward, 
between Tarvis and the back of the Flitsch mountains, there 
is scenery of almost unsurpassed picturesqiieness and 
grandeur. Indeed a chapter might be devoted to the 
description of the country of which Tarvis forms the con- 
venient centre ; while historical interest is added to the 
scenic ; here jNIassena wrested from the Archdiike Charles 
the key of Carintliia: here Napoleon, fresh from the 
passage of the Tagliamento, halted for a night. 

It was like leaving home again as we packed the carriage 
on Tuesday morning for the descent of the Ponteboa. 
Amelie was there with tears in lier eyes, and her husband 
in his uniform to do us honour. Frau Gelbfuss vied with 
the busy Kellnerin in care and kindness ; the ^ fiinf stiicke,’ 
were clustered on the door-step, and tlie clean house within 
looked twice as clean as we thought of the doubtful ^ Alber- 
gos ’ and ‘ Osterias ’ over the frontier. Little Tarvis, bright 
and German, gave us a farewell as cordial as its welcome 
had been warm. Our carriage was hired of the Postmaster 
for Kesiutta, at the foot of the Pontebba. 

The Pilgrimage Church of the Luschari Borg shone 
aloft as we passed the base of the hill. This time the 
silver-winged angel beckoned quite in vain. No sledges 

were flying down the mountain side, and S and A 

could not recognise the course of their own descent, which 
at the time, they had little leisure to note as they sped 
through the air. The water-shed, where the Fella begins 
to flow, occurred not long after Saifnitz, with a grand view 
up a valley to the left. 

I can say more about this valley now than any of us 
knew then. The Churchills have since explored it, and 
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report that no other valley in the district can compare 
with it in scenery. It leads to the base not only of the 
Wischberg to the left, but of a mountain variously named 
the Balitza Spitzen and the Jof di Montasio, on the right, 
which is not known as it deserves. We have frequently 
observed it since from far-distant points, and it always 
held a proud supremacy among its neighbours, including 
even the Mangert. Captain Holsmay gives, in the Pro- 
ceedings of the recently-formed Vienna Alpine Club, the 
height of the Montasio at 8,736 English feet, but does not 
mention his authority. It stands at the meeting-point of 
three valleys — the Seisera Thai, that just referred to; the 
Eaccolano, which we passed lower down ; and the Canale di 
Ilogna. 

Soon after, the fort of Malborghet showed its white 
walls. This is smaller than the Predil, and does not look 
so strongly situated. Its capture at the same time with 
its sister fort has been already mentioned; and, in memorj^ 
of its similarly heroic defence, the same monumental lion 
is sculptured at the entrance. Perhaps the repetition is a 
little too suggestive of art by contract on the part of the 
prudent Emperor. At Pontafel, or Pontebba, the valley, 
which has been running due west, makes a right angle, and 
turns directly south. Here the Wiilfenia mountain, or 
Gartner Kogel, is not far off to the north ; but only wild 
white peaks and precipices met our view, and its front in 
this direction probably consists of the like. This valley 
gives its name to the pass ; and the bridge over the Fella in 
its midst seimrates a German from an Italian population, 
and forms the frontier between Carinthia and Venetia. 
Murray speaks rather disparagingly of this pass ; but the 
startling grandeur of the glimpses continually occurring 
on the left, first, as I have said, towards the Wischberg and 
the Balitza Spitzen, and afterwards as we descended south- 
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wards, towards the sky-pierciog summits which guard the 
Raccolano Thai, are enough to redeem the unimpressive 
features. The cheerful Alpine look is certainly gone. No 
bright cottages sparkle on the slopes. Some few houses 
are shovelled together at the openings of the glens — their 
walls the colour of mud, their roofs flat and dilapidated, 
their casements unglazed — ^yet Nature, in her mercy, has 
flung over their wretchedness green masses of the vine 
and the gourd in careless and abundant beauty, and a 
porphyritic redness in the soil reflects a glow of colour. A 
sombre picturesquencss is the ruling impression. No one, 
however, could think of a possible sleeping-place in any of 
the villages, and Eesiutta, as we approached, looked 
dismally like them; while a train of artillery wagons 
ranged without horses along the road, and soldiers in 
siesta under every rag of shade, spoke plainly of a full 
inn, whatever else it might be. 

There was time to reach Tolmezzo, on the Tagliamento, 
two or three hours farther ; but the situation of Eesiutta at 
the entrance of the Eesia valley, penetrating towards 
Monte Canino and the back of the awful Flitsch mountains, 
tempted us to stay there if we could — a point which was 
soon settled by the absence of any means of farther 
conveyance ; and though officers and soldiers thronged 
the house, two decent rooms within its rambling walls 
were still at our disposal. The regiment was en route 
for Klagenfurt; the day’s march, commencing at foiu: 
in the morning, had finished by ten o’clock — an arrange- 
ment which left the long hours of heat for the sprawl- 
ing repose in which nine tenths of the men were 
indulging. 

While we could spend our time — too short for a visit to 
the Eesia — in the shade of trees, on a trellised hillside, 
the forlorn and crowded inn could be forgotten. Below, 
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was the flat-roofed town, fringed and threaded with 
greenery ; beyond it the broad white bed of the stream — 
the Fella; and then tier above tier of olive and violet- 
coloured mountains, with the splintery peaks of Dolomites 
more distant, filling up the intervals : or, climbing higher 
as the sun sunk lower, to a small chapel on a knoll, we 
looked into deep purple hollows among sterner mountains 
behind, where the Kesia bored its way, to issue at Eesiutta 
into the broad and burning valley. 

On these military roads Theodore Hook’s amusing 
description of the perplexities of a wedding party in the 
wake of a marching regiment came frequently to mind. 
The Churchills had to seek their bed-room through the 
officers’ supper party, and, shut in for the night within 
hearing of the lively sallies of the mess-table, found them- 
selves in company with pounds of candles, boots, and 
beetles. Artillery horses champed and stamped in the 
stables underneath : at four the trumpet sounded, and the 
ado which followed must needs have awakened any sleep- 
ing soul whose slumbers had survived the restless night. 

No horses still ! The landlord and his steeds had all 
gone off together, and we must wait their return. The 

heat was almost blistering ; S and A closed every 

shutter, and perched themselves for the morning on isolated 
chairs in the largest chamber ; but Churchill and I started, 
nevertheless, to obtain some notion of the Besia valley 
through its deep portals. Our discoveries were rather 
negative than positive. The path along the sunny northern 
side of the valley was carried, for the most part, upon a 
treeless and block-scattered slope. Certain massive, slab- 
faced mountains, hidden in the sun-glare, rose opposite on 
the south ; but it was long before Monte Canino, the 
culmination of the Flitscher Gebirge, was fairly seen at 
the valley head. To our surprise it bore little trace of the 
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peculiar Flitsch character ; and it was clear that the Resia 
valley approached the tamer side of that great knot of 
mountains of which the Prestelinik is so remarkable a 
member. The Raccolano Thai, the next above the Resia, 
would probably introduce the explorer to a far finer scene. 

The landlady at Resiutta had hitherto been little in our 

good graces. During our absence, S and A— 

altered their opinion of her; she had endeavoured to 
amuse them by displaying all the stores of her wardrobe ; 
then, closing the drawers with a sigh, ^ I have no pleasure 
in them now,’ she said ; and, sitting down, she opened her 
woman’s heart, and the story of the loss of her only 
daughter — a loss that left herself and husband, strangers 
from a distance, alone in this Italian village, and without 
care or hope for the future. The master returned in the 
afternoon, and we thought the great sorrow had left its 
traces even on his solid Grerman features. There was still 
time to reach Tolmezzo with the capital horses he could 
now supply, and we were soon swinging at speed down the 
high road towards the still more imposing valley of the 
Tagliamento. 

The bridge over the Resia at Resiutta marks the limit at 
which Austrian money will be received. The Venetian 
territory obstinately prefers its own gold; and a spiked 
gate, jealously watched at the. south end of the bridge, 
bars passage to all gulden and kreutzers. There seems 
to be a spice of national assertion in the way they flout 
them, if they happen to be produced. Napoleons or 
Venetian silver will alone clefir that barrier. A singular 
scene displays itself as you shoot down the slanting road, 
cut in the face of the rock. The valley below, on the 
right, is a level sheet of bleached stones fropa one mountain 
foot to the other, nearly a mile apart. There is no shore 
to the dazzling desolation, and sometimes it is one mass of 
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raging water — a terrible sight. One such occasion our 
driver described with a shudder; it was in 1851, and the 
boiling surge rose to the surface of the road, thundering 
on its way to the sea-like waters of the Tagliamento. The 
vast trough remains, waiting for such another flood — a 
spectacle the more impressive when it is recollected that 
here is that region of heaviest European rain-fall, whose 
borders only we touched the previous year. Tolmezzo is 
that dark spot on the map ; and we could not but look 
upward at the now pure and peaceful vault of heaven, as 
if its stores of storm must be held suspended near. 

How different is this southern scene from any on the 
northern Alpine slope ! Yonder is a town upon a hill — 
Moggia Sopra. On the German side it would have been 
all roof and timber ; here it is all stone and wall. North- 
ward, the bleak hills would have been sombre brown and 
grey, interspersed with the vivid green of grass ; here, 
trellised vines hang upon ledges of bare and bakey rock. 
There is savagery in both, but there is a subtler terror 
in the south. The landscape is scarred with passion, and 
its smiles look dangerous. 

Not far below, we turned oflf to cross the dreary waste 
by a long embankment, at a point near the junction of the 
Fella with the Tagliamento. The wind, tormenting every 
wretched bush, revels upon this plain, and shakes the 
sheds upon the long bridges, in the breaks of the embank- 
ment, which protect the melancholy-looking toll-collectors. 
A heavy toll it is ; but nature here so wars upon the works 
^ of man, that one does not wonder if they are maintained 
at great cost. Entering now the great valley of the 
Tagliamento, we turned toward its upper course, where, de- 
scending from the north-west, it drains by many affluents 
the south side of the Carnic Alps. The main road con- 
tinues onward to Udine, the capital of Friuli, soon leaving 
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the mountains for the plain, and those scenes of the great 
Napoleon wars, which make the Tagliamento famous, 
Tolmezzo lies a few miles above the junction of the 
Fella with the Tagliamento. At that point stands Monte 
Mariana, the dividing bulwark between them ; and along 
the flanks of this mountain the road to Tolmezzo is carried, 
for a considerable distance, over an enormous fan-like 
debris, a congealed deluge of small stones, looking, in the 
whiteness of its expanse, like the ice-field of a glacier. 
This phenomenon is another testimony to the water-power 
which is yearly sweeping down and pulverising the moun- 
tain masses of this district. We had never seen a more 
striking instance of its destructive action, Tolmezzo, in 
the flat bed of the valley, is so much buried among nxul- 
berry trees, vines, and Indian corn, that its situation could 
hardly be perceived as we approached; and its deserted 
streets, open spaces, and tall melancholy houses, raised 
the notion that it was not only out of sight, but out of 
mind, in these busy days of progress. 

We had arrived so much sooner than we had expected, 
that when we drove through the vaulted gateway of a large 
inn, into a courtyard, dreary and disorderly, we were 
debating the possibility of reaching Rigolato that night. 
Rigolato appears in large letters in the maps, far up 
amongst the recesses of the mountains. All day, and all 
the day before, Rigolato had been the first question in our 
catechism; but people only shook their heads, and sug- 
gested every other likely name they could think of; and if 
we thrust the map under their faces, their eyes wandered 
over it in a hopeless way, and they were only more puzzled 
than ever ; — or they would close the matter by saying it 
was two hours — ^it was three hours — beyond Tolmezzo, and 
so turn the subject with a sigh of relief. We began to 
think we should be not only the first travellers, but the 
first natives, in the place — ^if we ever reached it. 



TOLMEZZO. 


371 


Eigolato, therefore, was again upon our lips, as we 
descended hesitatingly from the carriage in the inn-yard at 
Tolmezzo. A crowd of people, gathering as we passed 
through the town, now filled up the gateway behind ; the 
mistress, her three daughters, and a crowd of helps, beset 
us in front — all on the tip-toe to see and hear. For the 
moment there was silence ; but the instant the colour of 
our thoughts was known, ^Bigolato’ was shot at us from a 
dozen different quarters, in a dozen different voices, and 
in all the tones of deprecation. In the rattling discharge 
of vocables, it was difficult at first to distinguish more than 
a few cardinal facts — *Six hours;’ ^ Seven hours;’ ‘Bad 
road ;* ‘ Up, up’ — and everybody slanted their hands very 
much up indeed. Amidst the babel of sounds we might 
have been still in doubt, when another and a more weighty 
voice joined in — thunder! All uncertainty was at end 
as this warning sound reached our ears. Looking through 
the gateway, a blackening sky was seen at the head of the 
valley, and we had no desire that our first experience of a 
rain-storm in this region should be without the shelter of 
a roof. So they triumphantly escorted us up heavy flights 
of stone staircase, two stories high, to a couple of bare but 
very habitable rooms, where each bed was big enough for 
three people at once, though too high to be clambered into 
without help of a chair. M. Esquiros discusses somewhere 
national articles of furniture : England, he says, elaborates 
the fender and fire-irons; France dotes upon the sofa; 
Italy expatiates upon the bed. If so, the huge contri- 
vances in our chambers afforded, at least in respect of size, 
another indication that we had crossed the Alps — and there 
was still another. 

Among the crowd of faces in the vaulted archway, one 
had rivetted our attention from the first moment of arrival. 
Such a face ! If I say it was that of an angel, you will 
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fancy the fair, insipid thing of modern pictures. This was 
the angel of Michael Angelo 1 Dark hair, tossed up from 
the forehead as if the figure had just alighted from the 
clouds; eyebrows lifted over full dark eyes; expanding 
nostrils ; a mouth both sweet and ptfWerful ; and a neck 
set with massive muscles superbly on the shoulders ; — such 
was the head. Yet with all its noble lines the expression 
was neither refined nor thoughtful, but full of luxury and 
laughter. The dress, a loose blue tunic, slightly girded 
round the ample waist, suited the easy gait and figure. 
The feet, alas ! were thrust into a pair of most ungainly 
slippers. She was Adelaida, the second daughter ; Philo- 
mela and Mariana were her sisters. With some circumlo- 
cution, we suggested to Adelaida our wish to secure her 
portrait for our sketch-books ; but our modesty was 
needless ; the damsel threw herself at once easily upon a 
seat, and presenting her profile, told us that was her best 
point. 

The large corridor, dimly lighted at the best by round- 
paned windows at each extremity, became darker with the 
storm. Soon, shutters and doors rattled under furious 
gusts of wind and rain, and the blue light of lightning 
glimmered from end to end. Neither of the sketches 
succeeded to our wishes, and the sitter was not satisfied 
either. She was right enough about her profile ; as she 
stood against the lurid window-light it was almost grand 
— ^much finer, to om minds, that that of a fashionable 
Beauty in an engraving, that she explained was like her 
own. However, she asked for copies of our performances, 
and we for a second sitting. But that bored her; she 
preferred cracking nuts from a large basketful in the 
comer. Alas, my angel! Everybody was at the nuts; 
and Mariana, kind creature ! cracked a score or two iu a 
trice with her fine teeth — all on our behalf! 
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As the storm passed it left a streak of twilight in the 
west, and there, under the arch of a cloud, a line of purple 
peaks — densely dark against the orange glow of sunset, 
and set sharply, like the spines of some monstrous fish — 
filled the distance of the valley. They were the Dolomites 
of Cadore — Titian’s country. I transferred them to my 
sketch-book in the morning, but they were then almost as 
cerulean as the sky. That was certainly the most tempt- 
ing prospect within our view, and as Cadore was our 
ultimate destination, and this part of the valley of the 
Tagliamento appeared to point directly thither, it may 
seem singular that we should choose the circuitous route 
by Eigolato. More than one reason decided our course. 
Ky approaching closely to the great range we should 
ascertain the southern aspect of the mountains about Auf 
der Flecken, and should be led also into the neighbourhood 
of Auronzo, where magnificent scenery was to be expected. 
But a third argument was conclusive. A char-road did 
exist by Eigolato, if the map might be trusted, while none 
appeared to ascend the course of the Tagliamento. That 
might not be strictly correct, but the track was emphati- 
cally banned by our hostess, who described that by Eigolato 
as ^ hella^ in comparison. * 

We breakfasted in a small den parted off from the 
kitchen, in which blackened chamber a huge hearth occu- 
pied the middle of the floor, raised a foot or two, and 
furnished with benches round the wood-fire, whose smoke, 
ascending to the roof, escaped by a funnel aperture. We 
were nearly ‘ deaved ’ by the shrill voices of mother and 
daughters, as they encompassed our table. Adelaida’s fine 
throat sent out volleys of sound, and Philomela’s no less, 
but of no nightingale sort. Here again there was Italy, 

* A now road is now carried up the Tagliamento and across the moun- 
tains, thus connecting Udine with Cadore. 
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for no northern lungs could give forth notes of such 
ringing intensity — enough almost to split the northern 
tympanum. 

The crowd that had seen us arrive assembled again 
under the gateway to see us depart on our incomprehen- 
sible errand to Bigolato ; and the driver, as he mounted 
the box, muttered * Mother of God ! ’ — ^in prospect, I sup- 
pose, of the truly ^cattiva strada^ which led there. Just 
beyond the town, a long bridge crossed the stream — or 
rather its wasteful bed — which, descending from Paluzza 
through the Val di St. Pietro, here joins the Tagliamento. 
This is the course of the old Boman road from Aquileia, 
leading to the pass of St. Croce, upon which last year, at 
the farm of Auf der Plecken, we spent three pleasant days. 
The valley had an attractive aspect, and a visit to the 
isolated colony of Timau, at its head, we were sorry to 
omit a second time. Our course lay yet westward for a 
while, before turning northward to the great Alpine range ; 
and a second broad stream-bed, this time without a bridge, 
and where the carriage perilously surged and swung, ex- 
plained something of the often-repeated ^cattivaJ* We 
are, however, perhaps the last travellers who will encounter 
the same difficulties, for a new road is constructing along 
the base of the hills, famished, wherever necessary, with 
solid bridges. 

But if the road were ^cattiva^ in one sense, our Tol- 
mezzo hostess had rightly styled it *heUa^ in another, 
especially after leaving the Tagliamento. At the village of 
Villa — ^where a single rocky hill, like Dumbarton, bears on 
its summit a small church, seen from afar down the valley 
— we turned away northward. Then the road was often 
like a sequestered English lane — only that the hazel-nut 
hedges were lined by a peculiar wattling, which made 
them look neater than ours — and the scenery possessed an 
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harmonious richness very soothing to the eye. A soft 
drapery of bush and wood fell over all the mountain-sides, 
and drooped over the faces of rock ; and though villages 
or houses were few, they were perched prettily on pro- 
montories, or nestled in umbrageous hollows. Seen near, 
they were squalid, and of very little interest. Girls were 
winding silk here and there, under the shade of a wall ; 
and once, suddenly turning a comer, we found ourselves 
in presence of a tall gaunt man fiddling, in a glass-less 
window, to some laughing lasses below. He bowed to us 
as Don Quixote might have done, and looked quite as 
lunatic as he. 

In about three hours from Tolmezzo we stopped at a 
village, Comeglians, no better than the rest ; and, becom- 
ing very doubtful of Eigolato, made what dinner a wretched 
inn could give. About here, however, the scenery was 
bolder, and one village, jutting out on the forest-sided hill, 
displayed a substantial house, with a bright, green-tiled, 
conical roof, which looked as if it belonged to a Signor 
Somebody. Yet, after Comeglians, the road was no more 
a road. It forfeited that character by throwing itself up 
steep stony places, which even the empty carriage sur- 
mounted with a world of trouble, only to encounter a more 
frightful descent on the other side. These ups and downs 
were so incessant that we walked the whole of the remain- 
ing distance, about two hours — the last twenty minutes 
on a sort of terrace, ash-bordered and shady, which intro- 
duced us very pleasantly, and sooner than we expected, 
to Eigolato ; sooner, too, than was expected by the driver, 
for his knowledge evidently did not extend much beyond 
half way. 

A few straggling houses, and a church on the top of a 
rock — that was Eigolato 1 Not for the first time we dis- 
covered that a name printed large on a map is no reliable 
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indication of present size or importance. Drawing up 
under the eaves of a house, for it began to rain a little, after 
a very fine day, our driver disappeared in search of an 
inn, returning presently with a large-nosed woman, who, 
we were rather relieved to find, had only one room to spare. 
Again the driver dived into dingy recesses, and issued next 
with a man, pipe in mouth, who did not trouble himself 
further than to nod assent to our enquiries. We went to 
see what the nods meant, and found a small house in a 
back yard, with upstairs a small whitewashed room, very 
tolerable in our present state of chastened expectation, 
liehind the tenement, over an outhouse, and approached 
by crazy outside ladder-steps, was another room, smaller, 
and less tolerable ; yet we thought ourselves on the whuie 
well lodged. 

Before the door of the house, on a worn piece of soil, 
three or four men, sipping occasionally from jugs of wine, 
were playing at bowls — their ‘ custom always of an after- 
noon.’ One of them was a priest, showing very long 
legs in rusty black, as he gathered up the tails of his coat 
with one hand, to make a fling with the other. Another 
priest sat looking on ; and having nothing else to do while 
the rooms and a meal were preparing, we sat also, to watch 
what appeared to us a very mild amusement. But without 
book or newspaper, or cricket, or rifle drill, what could the 
poor fellows do during the long hours, but just haunt the 
old corner, meet their old acquaintances, and knock the old 
balls about? At half-past seven the Angelus bell sent its 
trembling tones through the air. Then the priest dropt 
his coat-tails, his companion rose from his seat, and the 
party broke up ; but none for church except the reverend 
gentlemen. 

Eigolato hangs upon one of several promontories thrust 
from the side of a valley, so steep and deep below, so 
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steep and high above, that you cannot readily walk 
either up or down, but only lengthways along the narrow 
terrace ; while the opposite side again might be that of 
a round world with a wealth of woods upon it, looming 
up against you, shutting off light and air. But those 
woods are the glory of the scene; not sombre pine, 
but hazel and beech, they fall fold upon fold, drooping 
from the sky, and looped up over every knoll. There is a 
power of greenness, melting into soft purples, broken here 
and there by red-coloured rock, or the white walls of 
villages, which crest the ridges far up to where, just now, 
the evening sky is shedding golden light. 

Eigolato must have been once the chief village of the 
district, but all the life of it has gone to Forni Avoltri, at 
the upper end of the valley; and the old place is left 
sequestered among its beeches, and toppling up and down 
its rocky bluffs. Forni, had we known it, would in every 
respect have been preferable to stay at, for it commands 
access to the adjoining chain of Alps, which its situation 
denies to Rigolato ; the latter, although immediately op- 
posite the Kollin Kofel and the crest of the Santa Croce 
Pass, being cut off from all view of them bj the vast mass 
of hill in front. 

The next morning there was, as might be expected, 
much discussion as to vehicles and prices. When in the 
memory of man had four travellers arrived from ^ Inghil- 
terra’ to be conveyed over the mountains? Yet there 
was small choice. One voluble personage had it pretty 
much his own way ; a light vehicle with two horses was 

assigned to S and A and the baggage, Churchill 

and I walking. 

Sappada, a village on the further side of the Col, here 
dividing the tributary waters of the Tagliamento on the 
east from those of the Piave on the west, was our destina- 
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tion. We had not supposed that wheels could cross this 
Col^ but there proved to he a passable track. Large sunny 
spaces in the sky encouraged hopes of a fine day, though 
clouds hung about the upper peaks, especially on the north ; 
and if at various openings the Kollin Kofel and others of 
his brethren might have been visible, they were not so to 
us. To our left, that is, southward, we were more fortunate. 
A remarkable peak^ high and grey above the wreathing 
vapours, stood early out to view — first in front, then along- 
side, and then behind — ^Monte Tuglia. ^Sempre, Monte 
Tuglia^ senvpref said our peasant driver, an amusing fel- 
low, who had soon contrived to ingratiate himself with his 
lady passengers. 

By stream and through forest, we penetrated at length 
to the head of the valley and foot of the pass, and there 
found Forni Avoltri. Its situation at once commended 
itself. There was a great opening northward to the Grail 
Thai mountains, and the Kollin Kofel, or Monte Collina, 
as it is here called, rises directly in its rear. F or a visit to 
the Wolayer See, for exploring the Collina, or its neighbour 
the Paralba, or southward, the grand group, now beginning 
to display itself, of which Monte Tuglia is a conspicuous 
member, Fomi Avoltri is excellently situated. In the 
strategy of any tour to the south of the Camic chain, it 
must take a prominent place ; and the ‘ Cavallo Bianco ’ 
seemed as if it might offer fair quarters. 

It was now that the Monte Tuglia mountains became, 
par excellence^ the spectacle of the day. As we rose towards 
the Col, they rose beside us, an entire range of bare peaks 
and mural precipices, grand enough for any Alpine land- 
scape. It might have been the clouds, or it might have 
been the slant of the plateau, that hid their greater neigh- 
bours on the north ; but certain it is, these last did not 
come into competition. About half way up the ascent, the 
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path fell into a lovely basin of verdure, out of which the 
woods, now chiefly pine, climbed as high as they dared 
upon the awful dominating slopes by which it was 
encircled — more merciful, perhaps, than they looked, if 
they bore the brunt of storms which might otherwise 
despoil the green recess. A second steep ascent led 
through these woods to the ridge, and then a valley, of 
totally different aspect from that we had left, opened to 
view. Instead of the rich forest-curtained slopes and 
romantic glens, there was bare alpine pasture and dark 
alpine wood bristling upon the knolls through the long 
perspective of a vale which should be Swiss or Tyrolean 
rather than Italian ; and all the more that instead of white- 
walled and tattered-roofed villages, there appeared clusters 
of those brown, broad-eaved chalets, so distinctive of the 
German Alps. Yet on the right there still stretched the 
mighty dividing range — though hidden in clouds — shutting 
off all the northern world ; and this scene was as certainly 
comprised in Italian territory as that we had left. The 
summit of the pass divides the province of Friuli from that 
of Belluno. 

The absence of Italian character was soon explained. 
A miller, short and square, and of jovial countenance, 
joined Churchill and me as we were descending upon Cima, 
the first of these red-timbered villages. Our wives and 
the vehicle were far out of reach, and with them our stock 
of Italian ; but we were doing our best, when we bethought 
ourselves to ask whether he spoke German. * Ja, ja,’ was 
his quick reply, ‘ we are all Germans here ; ’ and he threw 
his hand over the map-like valley below, and pointed to 
the little nests of cottages right away to where the church 
of Sappada was just sinking out of sight, claiming them 
all, with a patriotic chuckle, for German property. This 
was, in fact, one of those Teutonic colonies which have 
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intruded south of the Alps, subsisting under severer 
conditions than the Italian temperament is willing to 
accept, and warming up the waste with a scene of genial 
industry. Our companion had travelled far from this 
remote valley, selling woodware even to as great a dis- 
tance as Hamburgh, through which city he concluded we 
had come, having no knowledge of any other route from 
England. 

The mountains on the left, or southern side, were still 
a continuation of the Monte Tuglia group, but developed 
into still grander and severer forms, culminating over 
Sappada in the Terzo Grande — a noble rocky mass. These 
mountains rise so abruptly as to overshadow the valb'y, 
and must materially intercept the winter sun. The 
Germans leave that portion of their domain to the dark 
forests, and build and cultivate far up on the opposite 
slope. Sappada is a cheerful village. In the church the 
Italian masons have had a hand, and there are two or thret‘ 
houses of tolerable dimensions, and shining in white walls, 
one of which is the inn, where two shy sisters made us 
very comfortable. 

Near the village is a height, crowned by three large 
crosses. The figures upon these are carved and painted 
with a rude vigour, betokening a northern hand. The 
greatest effort is concentrated upon the impenitent thief, 
whose tongue, hanging several inches out of his mouth, is 
a thing to dream of. Lower down is an extensive repre- 
sentation, after the manner of Madame Tussaud — only in 
painted wood, instead of wax — of our Saviour in Geth- 
semane. The disciples look very sound asleep indeed ; Judas 
— ^with a bag upon which thirty is conspicuously marked — 
very villanous ; and the bandy-legged soldiers very trucu- 
lent, like supernumeraries at a country theatre. The sa- 
cred central figure I will not speak of. A more interesting 
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object was a small death-picture by the side of the road. 
The landscape, under snow, was excellently given — the 
only instance of fair landscape art I remember to have 
seen in these memorials. In the foreground was repre- 
sented a poor fellow in snow-shoes, carried by ‘a dust 
storm ’ into the black stream. 

The immediately superincumbent mountains on the 
north are Monte Einaldo, Monte Paralba, and Monte 
Antola, one behind the other, and abutting upon the upper 
Gail Thai. These form the highest summits of the Camic 
range ; so that, with the Terzo and its neighbours on the 
south, Sappada is situated amidst the loftiest and wildest 
mountains of this part of the South Eastern Alps. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

titian's country and the ampezzo. 

Aiironzo, and the Drive there — Wet Days — The Auronzo Dolomites 
— Approach to Titian s Country — Cadore — The Titian Tower and 
Titian Hontse- Cadore Lsmdscape — Entrance to the Ampezzo— The 
Four Dolomites of Ampezzo— Mr. IJaU's Ascent of the Pelmo - 
Cortina and the Ghodinas— The Festa — A Tyrol ‘ Gavarnie ’ — Lago 
di Misurina and Val Grande. 

Auronzo I It liail long been a fixed purpose of ours to 
visit Auronzo. The very word rolls richly over the tongue, 
and conjures visions of grandeur. The single sentence of 
‘ Murray ’ in which the name appears, raises great expec- 
tations. ‘ East of Cortina is a track leading by Monte de’ 
Tre Croci to Auronzo. The north side of the Croda Mal- 
eoro is one of the most singular and wild combinations of 
crag and glacier to be seen in the Alps,’ A glance at the 
map stimulates no less the curiosity of the explorer. 
Auronzo is a cul de sac, so far as any road is concerned, 
and the stream of traffic, whatever it may be, passes un- 
visited its narrow entrance. Within, Dolomites of mighty 
name are seen encircling it on every side. The excursion 
is among those which may be made from Cortina ; but the 
proper access lies between Cadore and Sappada, where the 
last chapter left us, 

Saturday, the morning of our departure, left no doubt 
as to the intentions of the weather, which the night before 
had been sufficiently ominous. We were shut down by 
clouds, whose murky roof rested upon the pine woods, 
while white masses of vapour, rolling up from below, 
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entangled themselves in the very branches. Very soon a 
pitiless rain blotted everything from view. We left, 
packed in a narrow four-wheeled cart, under a rough 
matting, stretched over three hoops, and open at both 
ends like a brewer’s dray. Our luggage formed the seats, 
but, crouch as we might, we were so knocked against the 

low roofing, that S and A , dismissing their hats, 

tied handkerchiefs over their heads, and might have passed 
for peasant wives going to market. 

A new road will soon reach Sappada. At this time, for 
about an hour, we were threading the unfinished works, 
among blocks of atone, over temporary and uncomfortable- 
looking bridges, j^nd balancing perilously on the edges of 
depths where the white surf was thundering. Emerging 
upon the finished road, it was an easy bowl down its well- 
managed gradients into the heart of a deep ravine, where 
the Piave is wearing its way at the base of that great 
southern range which, under various names, accompanied 
us all yesterday, and will end to-day in the massive but- 
tress of Monte Cornon. Grand it must be, though the 
precipices which rise like a wall on either hand are 
battened down under the leaden roof of cloud, and our 
only prospect is below, where the Piave is struggling, not 
only with the rocks which savagely straighten and bar its 
passage, but with enormous quantities of timber logs, 
huddled up in heaps that choke the stream for fifty yards 
together, w’aiting for a ‘ fresh’ to hurl them thundering on. 

At St. Stefano the valley opens, and admits a road from 
the north. A pass exists there over the Carnic range into 
the Sexten Thai, and so to Innichen ; and a place on the 
ridge named ‘Mauth Haus’ implies the levying there of 
an ancient toll. The district on this southern side is called 
Comelico, and is populous with villages which we could see 
crowning the heights. We knew nothing at this time of 
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the fine scenery which — leading, as it does, to the rear of 
the Dolomites of Auronzo— this pass displays. 

A large fresco of the martyrdom of St. Stephen, outside 
the church, is one among other tokens that the Italians 
claim St. Stefano. Again the road plunges into a wall- 
sided gorge. This time it is Monte Cornon that bars the 
w’ay southward, and compels the Piave to rush through the 
narrowest of grips, till river and road together can issue 
into the more open valley which descends to Cadore. 
There, abruptly turning upward to the right, we found the 
entrance to Auronzo — a gorge like that we had just left. 
Beyond, the first object in the valley, was the white-domed 
church of Villa Piccola — the lower village — containing the 
official buildings of the district, but no inn. For that we 
were referred to a farther group of houses, styled the Villa 
Grande, dignified with a piazza, and an older church. 
But the inn had ceased to exist, and our disconcerted 
driver, followed by a crowd of Auronzians, led his horse 
through a lane of straggling houses, till a wisp of 
shavings before a humble tenement brought him to a 
stand-still. Within, some German gutturals from a 
German-looking girl struck gratefully upon Churchiirs 
ears ; but the entrance to the small bedrooms was through 
the accumulated droppings of roosting fowls, and a most 
disheartening odour. One other chance remained : there 
was another inn at a little distance. Every feature of this 
was Italian — a large kitchen, with hearth in the middle 
of the floor, spacious chambers, huge beds, and general 
dishevellement. On a comparison of smells, the verdict was 
decidedly in favour of the poultry droppings; and an 
Italian maid, whose stately figure did not make amends for 
her sulkiness, sent us back with a unanimous preference 
for the good-humoured German girl, whose tact had in the 
meantime set the entire strength of the rival establishment 



WET WEATHER AND SHORT COMMONS. 


S85 


- namely, three old women — ^to clear the obnoxious landing 
with spade and broom, and to scrub all the floors. That 
done, th(5 little rooms were positively snug. In the matter 
of provisions, it was ‘nix, nix,’ at first, to every enquiry; 
yet witli the dinner, composed of one small fish a-piece, 
preced(.*d ))y thin soup, and followed by poached eggs, we 
were well content. Still, when, at the end of a long wet 
afternoon, the evening meal consisted of nothing but dry 
bread and black coffee?, butter and milk being equally un- 
attainable, we felt rather in need of consolation. 

Oh that rain! It seemed likely to clear as we entered 
Aiironzo, and, believing we saw almost all there w^as to see, 
we exchanged glances of dismay at the tame aspect of the 
vjdley. Wh(‘r(i wiire the wonderful rocks that should guard 
the vale? No trace of them appeared, and maps and 
Aliirray were alike visited with reproaches. Just before 
dark, a suspicion of a peak or two appeared at an incon- 
ceivable height among the clouds, and with that slight 
encouragement we were fain to go to bed — the rain still 
falling with luiavy and ceaseless splash. Sunday, and it 
was still tlie same. We read till ^ve were tired, wrote till 
wi? wen; tired, talked till we were tired, visited each 
(jther’s rooms, went down-stairs, went up-stairs, and stood 
profoundly meditating at each separate window, till lines of 
roof, and wall, and paling grew odiously familiar. Evening 
was agjiiii upon us, wlien, lo I a light in the west. It still 
rained, but, throwing cloaks and shawls over our shoulders, 
we all turned out, and, clearing the houses, beheld a 
wondrous scene of boiling mists and shivered pinnacles, 
all glory-tinted, and siis 2 )ended in air half-way towards the 
zenith. Moreover, as each bald top showed itself for a 
moment, it was crowned and belted wdth fresh snow’^ — a 
sure promise for the morrows We returned to dry bread 
and niilkless coffee wdth the best humour in the world. 
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That promise did not fail. A cloudless dawn was fol- 
lowed by a cloudless day, and the grand buttressed towers 
— that ranged where we least expected them, along the 
eastern side of the valley — stood clear and sharp, with the 
3 tI1ow morning streaming from behind, pale and dreamy 
in the noontide heat, and in solid redness as the sun went 
down. A grassy alp, Alonte Melone, rises to a sharp 
panoramic peak opposite Auronzo on the west ; upon this 
we spent our day. The hill itself was a cheerful scene, 
rising ridge above ridge, and covered with parties of hay- 
makers, each with an iron j)ot set among smoking embers. 
As we appeared, the\' shouted to c‘ach otlier from height to 
heiglit, and stood for a moment resting on their scythes, 
all willing to be friendlj” and helpful in any way they 
could. The actual summit, v(*ry steep to climb, and very 
narrow at top, coiitainod one solitary hay-cutter, who, ex- 
tended on the grass, with his face towards tlio blue illimit- 
able vault, was singing a song to himself, (\)ming up 
behind him, we stood amused and silent, till at some slight 
sound he turned, started, stared, and sat transfixed as if 
four beings from another world had stepped out of the skv' 
to visit him ! 

Aliy one coming to Auronzo — and eveiy one wishing to 
ac([uaint himself with Uolomitie scenery should come — 
must also ascend this hill. From the valley, the scene of 
grandeur is entirely on the (‘astern side, where that mag- 
nificent array of towers, such as miglit guard a veiry fortress 
of the giants, impends over the village*, and stretches north- 
ward, ending, at the extremity of the valley, in two solemn 
peaks, set side by side like Egyptian (>olossi — these being 
no other than portions of the Drei Zinnen, referred to at 
p. 159 , here seen on the contrary side, and known, under 
another name, as the Cimo di Lavaredo. From our 
panocamic hill these ‘Cime’ are the only missing features, 
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all the others are displayed from bas^ to crest, ad- 
mitting the searching eye to their unscalable recesses, 
and strangely riveting the fancy. The principal of them, 
beginning with the most eastern, are Monte Najamola, 
Monte Giralba, Monte Popera, and Coll’ Agnello. So far, 
the view has only gained from greater elevation ; but now 
on the western side of the valley a range of summits is 
disclosed, whose mere outline is so jagged and singular as 
to challenge equal attention with those on the eastern. 
They are what the student of the map has been expecting 
from the first, and those to which Murray alludes, but 
they are hidden from below by the green alp shoulders, 
one of which now gives us this vantage-spot of prospect. 
Tlu‘y are, in fact, the Cortina range of Dolomites seen 
from the opposite side, and consist of the Croda Malcora, 
the Marmarolo — not to be confounded with the Marmo- 
liita — and the hVoppa. Towards the entrance of the 
Auronzo valley the view is closed by that Monte Cornon 
which forms the final spur of the Sappada mountains, and 
round whose base flow the imprisoned waters of the Piave. 
Tlio prospect from this hill is (juite remarkable for the 
profuse display, on almost every side, of characteristic 
Dolomitic forms — stately and miussive on the east, wild 
and fantastic on the west, while between them the green, 
islanded alp lies tossed into hills and glades, and smiles 
with rural life. At this time it was curiously striped by 
the lalKuirs of the mowers, who were cutting in bands and 
ribbons down the sides and into the hollows, storing the 
hay in small chalets up and down the knolls. The popu- 
lous Auronzo valley lies deep out of sight ; the few 
dwellings scattered upon the sward around are lifted into 
the pure ether, and solemn companionship with the pale 
Dolomites around. 

We remarked, on descending, numerous horizontal cracks, 
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as they seeineif, in the j^rass, sometimes extending a long 
way round the hill-sides. These were the work of ants, 
whose original fovi*rod-way had, by action of weather, 
become exposed and widened till it Jissumed the appearance 
described. We did not remember t(» have noticed anywhere 
else so curious an eflect. 

There is a path over to Cortina, following the course of 
the Anziei, the main stream of the valley, upwards. It 
passes the village of Talu at the foot of the Marmarolo, 
and then ascends by the side of the Croda to the saddle of 
the Tie Croci pass, whence it is an hour and a half's walk to 
Cortina. This saves a very long detour, but, though our 
destination was (.'ortina, we had a reason for preferring the 
carriage-road, however round about : it passed through 
Cadore, the birthplace of Titian I This place is not more 
than three hours’ drive b(dow Auronzo, and the latter may 
claim to be included in Titian’s country, not only in virtue 
of neighbourhood, but from tluj fact that it has only 
recently been separated from the Cadore district. It was 
pleasant to remember this tlie next morning, lus, just before 
losing sight of the valley, a turn of the road showed its 
grand features, wliich on Sjiturday had been entirely lost 
by weather. Deep in the foreground was tlui stream, 
issuing to join the I^iave ; bey<jnd, tlie domed church and 
the roofs of Auronzo ; and on high the Titanic towers of 
Dolomite, with tlie twin peaks of the Laveredo closing the 
vista, as if a j)air of Titans, turned to stone, bad been left 
among the snows to preside over their desolated citadel. 
If the next visitor to Auronzo enters the locked-up valley 
under favourable conditions of weather and light, he will 
not think we have exaggerated its awesome features. 

Tlie actual country of Titian displays itself very soon 
after, leaving the gorge of Auronzo. The road joins that 
coming from Sappada through the defile of the Piave; and 
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here again, now that the roof of cloud was removed, we 
saw how much grandeur had been lost to us in passing 
through its portals three days before. The enormous mass 
of Monte Cornon, the last buttress of the Sappada range*, 
is here the dominating feature. After a glance at its 
northern side, and passing under its western end, we 
opened upon the whole of its southern front, where the 
mural precipices are almost equally remarkable. The 
Piavc was thundering in its deep bed, and at the point 



where the Auronzo stream joins it, the skill of the road- 
engineer was displayed in a triple bridge, the three arms 
meeting in the middle upon a single lofty pier. The place 
is called ‘Tre Poiiti,’ and the efh'ct of the bent roadway, 
carried at such a height, is rather chilling to the nerves as 
you swing over it in a carriage. Beyond this, villages are 
seen adorning the hills in Italian fashion, with their 
slender white campaniles; and to the east, a range of 
genuine fantastic Dolomites soars above everything. These 
fire especially striking from the village of Domegge, which 
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was rebuilding, after having been destroyed by fire. Two 
or three miles farther, on the summit of a long ascent, is 
Cadore. 

A rocky hill, crowned with wood, and boldly projecting 
into the valley, holds the ruins of a castle ; a narrow saddle 
connects this hill with the western side of the valley, and 
upon this saddle is placed the town — thus challenging 
observation from every direction. It is small and Italian- 
looking. The church is domed and modernised, but the 
Pretorio, or town-house, in the Plaza, boasts an ancient 
tower, upon which the figiirt* of the venerable painter, 
some dozen feet in height, clotlied in his well-known robes, 
is depicted in strong colours. He points with one hand 
towards the cottage in which he was born,but the merit of 
the work falls far below the intention. It was presented 
to the Commune a few years ago by an artist commissioned 
to paint a picture for the church. The Pretorio itself is a 
qiiaint-looking building, and the ceiling of one room, 
divided in heavy wooden panels, is richly carved with fruit, 
leaves, and Cupids. 1590 is the date inserted. The bare 
walls of whitewash, sadly out of. keeping, bear witness to 
a ruthless destruction by the peasants, before the strong 
hand of Austria grasped the Venetian provinces. 

The house of Titian’s birth lies a little way to the left, 
the last out of tlie town^ upon the lane, which, passing round 
under the (’astle hill, and through the village of Sotto 
Castello, must have been the ancient entrance to Cadore. 
It is a very unpretending spot ; but when is tlio birthplace 
of a great man anything else ? We are apt to forget that 
a great man is born in all senses little, and that he has to 
grow' into the space he fills in history. A tablet in the side 
of the house, now occupied by an artisan, contains this 
inscription : — 



TITIA.N’S HOUSE. 


n!H 


NEL MCCC(UJCXVII. 

I’KA QVE.STE ViMIlJ MVKA 
TI/JANO VECEIJil 
VENE A CELEBRE VITA 
DONDE VSCOVA GIA PRKSSO A CENTO ANM 
IN VENEZIA 
AUDI XXVIl. AOOSTO 
MDLXXVI. 

The house, upon tlie (J(*ath of his elder brother, came 
into Titian’s own posse.ssion, and he is known to have re- 
sided in it occasionally during the last feNV years of his life. 



iu ivx'n inn -r. 


A fountain close by is surniountetl by a figure of St. 
Tiziano, the bishop and saint of the fiunily, from whom the 
young Vecelli derived his world-renowned name. In the 
church is a picture, duly curtained aa a treasure, of which 
a portion, the head and shoulders of a Madonna with the 
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Child, is ascribed to him. It is not a worthy representative 
of the great painter in this place of his birth. 

The castle, under the walls of which the Vecelli cottage 
was snugly ensconced, must have been a building of some 
mark, judging from the representations of it which remain. 
It furnishes the arms of the town in the shape of two 
towers and a fir-tree. A certain Canon is writing a history 
of Cadore ; when it is published, we may learn something 
of the, at present, obscure fortunes of the cfustle. Ijke 
some other strongholds in the neighbourhood, it may have 
been first raisinl as a defence against the ravage's of the 
Huns under Attila, at the time of the siege of Aquilcia. 
A singular crucifix, accidentjill 3 »^ discovered a quarter of a 
mile from Cadore, in 1540, and now preserved in a small 
church on the spot, is supposed to have been buried at that 
time of terror. Whatever its origin, however, the castle 
seems always to have been a government building. When 
the Patriarchs of Aquileia were the rulers of Friuli it was 
held in their name. When the Venetians conquered I\iuli 
in 1420, the castle passed into the hands of the Republic, 
and Wcos always in charge of a noble Venetian captain. In 
the decadence of their power it was let to any one who 
woidd inhabit the building and keep it in repair. Its 
destruction is due to those indefatigable despoilers, the 
French, who, under Massena, seized the Cadore country on 
the advance of Napoleon to the Tagliamento in 1796, and 
reduced the castle to its present state of ruin. 

The view from it will repay a climb. Northward, the 
valley, sprinkled over with villages, stretches up to the base 
of Monte Cornon, which in picturesque variety of outline 
fills up all the prospect in that direction. Southward the 
valley falls through abrupt gorges, by Perarolo and Lon- 
garone, into the rich Belluno country. An abrupt moun- 
tain range, peaked above, and wooded below, walls in the 
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eastern side of the Piave Valley. It conceals in its re- 
cesses a wild Dolomitic chain, which startles the sight at 
intervals — as from Domegge, already mentioned, and lower 
down, where the weird form of Monte Duraino, its loftiest 
member, overhangs Perarolo. To the west, the landscape 
is more varied. The most striking mountain outline im- 
mediately about Cadore lies north-west ; and is best seen 
in the glow of evening, from the field immediately behind 
Titian’s house. There the spires of Monte Marmarolo 
appear shooting marvellously into the sky, in true Dolo- 
mitic fashion, and surely made their mark on the boy’s 
observant mind. Directly west of Cadore rises Monte 
Antelao, so imposing from the Ampezzo Pass ; here it is 
for the most part hidden by vshoulders of hill. There 
is a fine peep, however, of the tower-like Pelmo beyond ; 
though but the corner of one topmost tiirret, it suggests 
enormous height; while a little to the south a vast 
grey mass is none other than Monte Civita. This back 
view of the Civita is so different from that of its many- 
pinnacled front, as displayed at Caprile, that we did not 
recognise at first our old acquaintance, but there is no doubt 
of the identity. Pelow Cadore, as you look from the castle 
hill, numerous villages, with white campaniles, deck the 
hill-sides, and make a sparkling vista, — especially in the 
direction of the Boita, which enters the Piave from the west, 
and gives access to the Ampezzo district. 

Thus, long before their geological peculiarity was known, 
or tlieir singular appearance noted in guide-books, the 
Dolomites were familiar to the eye of Titian. They were 
the mountains of his boyhood, and helped to educate his 
artist-soul. Certain it is, that whatever changes may have 
taken place in the near features of the Cadore scenery, 
those strange shapes remain as he saw them, and the 
Dolomitic outline becomes additionally interesting from 
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the fact that it was the earliest mountain form he knew. 
It was also tenaciously retiiined, for it appears in many of 
the landscape portions of his pictures.* But, indeed, 
through bis long life they were familiar to him. During 
the heats of summer he frecpieritly, like Venetian artists 
of the present day from the same neighbourhood, repaired 
to his native mountains — often certainly to his country- 
house near Serravalle. Domegge boasts a standard painted 
by his hand for use in processions. A village in the 
Val di Zoldo, four hours south of Cadore, possesses the 
remains of an altarpiece by him. Santa Lucia, near 
Caprile, claims his hand for a now defaced fresco of St. 
Christopher, which tradition says they owe to a winter visi#^, 
when, snowed up for a fortnight at the ciinVs house, he re- 
paid the hospitality by this specimen of his art. All this 
district must have been well known to him, and how well — 
to return to the Castle hill of Cadore — tliis prospect of the 
Piave Valltjy ! Yet, wait till evening drapes it with her 
solemn shadows, before you attempt to realize the country 
of Titian. Then, when low tones possess the sky, illumined, 
perhaps, by one or two white masses of cloud, and the 
mountains are shapes of gloom, and colours melt into 
sombre harmonious tints — then may you best recognise 
the landscape of the great ^ Cadorino.’ 

On this occasion, a few hours were all we could spare for 
Cadore — we have since bestowed upon it many days. A 
poor inn gave us dinner ; neither horses nor vehicles were 
to be obtained. Fortunately, our Auronzo drivers, whose 
engagement ended here, consented to extend it to Cortina, 
more than twenty miles farther. A short distance out of 
Cadore on this side, the town appears to most advantage. Its 
larger buildings front the south, and it rules the situation 

* If I am not mistaken, a distant mountain in the colobrated picture of 
Christ at Emma us is taken from a portion of Monte Marmarolo. 
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well ; while the tossing forms of the Cornon range make a 
charming background. A mile of swift descent, and then 
you reach the ‘ Strada Allemagna,’ the great Austrian road 
which connects the Tyrol with Venetia through the Ampezzo. 
At the point of junction is the village of Tai Cadore, and 
there we marked for future use a tolerable looking inn. 
The road descends southward by many sweeps and zig- 
zags into the gorge of Perarolo ; but in the other direc- 
tion towards the Ampezzo it climbs in long ascending 
reaches. This was our course, and while still in the Cadore 
district the scenery attained its most romantic aspect. 
There is scarcely another spot in our remembrance so 
strikingly picturesque as the village of Valle resting upon 
a precipitous ridge, amid the most varied lines of hill, and 
rock, and wooded steep. Above, to the right, a sudden 
opening shows the shivered summit of the Antelao, and the 
great Pelmo begins to darken the west with his bulk. 

As you turn northward the landscape interest changes. 
Vou feel that it is indeed northward you are going. Italy 
is behind, the Alps are in front. Vast pine forests sweep 
upw’ard on either hand, and the four great Ampezzo 
mountains gradually disclose themselves. 

This Ampezzo valley, offering the only carriage route 
through the Dolomites, may be traversed by the reader 
any summer’s day on his Journey to or from Venice. We 
are anxious he should apprecijite it ; but he will not do so, 
unless he has apprehended the position and character of 
its four great mountains — the four guardian Presences 
of the valley. Knowledge ^vonderfully helps eyesight. It 
has been mentioned elsewhere, how, on passing this way 
several years before, I either did not notice, or quickly lost 
the recollection of one of the most remarkable — the Pelmo 
— simply from not knowing anything about it ; and I have 
met with others who, from a similar cause, while sensible of a 
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general grandeur of scenery, entirely failed to observe its 
peculiar features, and were unaware that they had passed 
under anything so singular as the Pelruo, or so striking as 
the Antelao. We should like to enable any future traveller 
upon this road to greet each of these mighty brethren— 
and not less their neighbours the Croda Malcora and the 
Tofana, as they step forth to view — with due appreciation, 
and intelligent interest. 

Perhaps I may best introduce them as they successively 
disclosed themselves to us on the present occasion. The 
Antelao, occupying the apex of the fork between the 
Ampezzo and Cadore valleys, commands them both. We 
had been winding round hisbtise for half the day, and had 
sent many a searching glance up the dark hollows of his 
subject hills for a glimpse of his rocky walls. At Valle, 
where the road cuts into a deep ravine, occurred the first 
satisfactory view. Then, though >still close upon our right, 
as we turned northward into the Ampezzo, he was hidden 
from sight. It was the Pelmo on the left that now' ab- 
sorbed all attention. His tower-like form has been often 
mentioned, and the vast bulk of tliis, as we entered the 
Alpine scene, smote us with w^oiider and awe. His form 
was cut out in shadow against the western sky; a cloud 
hovered over the broken summit, and the horizontal lines 
of bedding, which most singularly mark the sides, looked 
like a gigantic staircjise ascending to th(; mysterious cloud- 
filled hollow'. Yet to judge rightly of the Pelmo, he 
should be s«ien from various points of distance ; the road is 
too near, and too low, to allow his true cliaracter to be 
understood by those who are not already aware of it. 

The declining sun, which cast tlie I^elmo into shade, 
threw into brief illumination the (Jroda Malcora on the 
opposite side of the valley. His multitudinous peaks and 
long line of gigantic w'all were all golden and vermilion 
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—a dazzling vision. This mountain is a considerable 
distance up the valley, and seems from this point to stretch 
almost across it. The Pelmo is one rock ; the Croda, on 
the contrary, is a piled-up heap of rocks, with enormous 
basement lines of debris, a total contrast in every respect. 
The village of St. Vito is seen at its foot; and arrived there, 
the Antelao is at last fully and nobly in view. Unlike 
either Telmo or Croda, his long clear lines stand out 
sharp and snow-defined. What a spot is St. Vito ! In 
front tlie Malcora — to the right the Antelao — on the left 
tlie Pelmo ! 



ANTKJ.AO, FKOM ST. VITO. 


I have not yet introduced the tourth great Ampezzo 
mountain, the Tofana. He is still far to the north, and, 
like the Pelmo, on the western side of the valley. If you 
stay at Cortina you will soon know him well — that breeder 
of storms — that murky pitiless form I 

Before reaching St. Vito the desolate tract is passed 
where the Antelao, in a fit of wrath, some fifty years ago 
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(1814), Jestroyeil two or three vilhiges by rolling down 
upon them a vast fragment from his sides. These moun- 
tains are Powers, of whom it is well to retain a wholesome 
dread. After St. Vito it became chill and dark, and stars 
twinkled above the distant head of the Tofana ; while a 
friendly little red spark, high on the mountains to our left, 
marked the sheds where the year before we were regaled 
with milk, on our way over the Gusella from Caprile to 
("ortina. Should we find the ‘Acjuila Nera’ all it was 
then ? The week of rough quarters since leaving Tarvis 
had sharpened our appetite for clean rooms and decent 
fare : iind we looked to Cortina for both. Scarcely a ghost 
of its campanile was visible in the darkness as we ap- 
proached, and but a few lights shone liere and there in 
the Plaza. At the well-known inn, a little woman in a 
round black hat peered out, holding a candle over her 
head. We were recognised in a moment, as we could not 
fail to recognise the sharp clever little Kellnerin in the hat 
that was never off her head. Old Ghedina and his wife, 
the son, and all the servants, came out to add their 
welcome, and the four ‘ Englander ’ soon took possession of 
chambers as ‘ fair’ as any Mr. Interpreter, or the House 
Beautiful, could boast. 

We spent a week at Cortina, but the first morning after 
our arrival took advantage of the returning vehicles to go 
back as far as St, Vito. Three such sights as the Pelmo, 
the Antelao, and Malcora, all at once, are not to be seen 
every day. There is a small but tolerable inn there, and 
the master is intelligent, with much knowledge of the 
country. As may be supposed, few mountains look so 
inaccessible as the Pelmo ; yet a President of the Alpine 
Club, Mr. Ball, once achieved the ascent, winning some 
rare plants for his pains. Murray says none but an ex- 
perienced cragsman should attempt it ; but as the St. Vito 
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landlord assured iis that only the final ice portion wan 
difficult, Churchill and I intended to have ,made the trial, 
had weather served. Unfortunately, it was very unsettled 
during the time we were in the neighbourhood. A few 
details, kindly supplied by Mr. Ball, will explain the 
character of the ascent. 

Mr. Ball started from Borca, a little below St. Vito, on 
September 19, 1857, at three, a.m., with a guide who had 
accidentiilly discovered a way to the summit. In two 
hours a clullet was reached on the alp at the foot of the 
Pelino, and beyond lay long lines of debris, that abutted 
against the precipitous walls forming the eastern face of 
the mountain. Arrived at the summit of this debris, a 
nearly horizontal ledge was followed, until, at a consider- 
able distance from the point where it was entered upon, it 
was intersected ])y a cliannel that descended from the 
upper plateau. The ascent up this channel was long and 
steep. Arrived at the plateau, a glacier, slightly inclined, 
was found to cover it. To the north-west it was bounded 
by a sheltered ridge of nearly vertical rocks, forming the 
liighest crest of the Pelmo. Ascending by the neve, Mr. 
Hall found no difficulty in reaching the ridge at a point 
where it commands a view on two sides — the one over- 
looking the Val di Zoldo, and the other the valley of 
Ampezzo. On gaining this point, the guide declared that 
they had reached the top. Mr. Ball pointed to a ridge, 
probably eighty or one hundred feet higher, that shut out 
the view to the north. To ascend this, the guide declared 
was utterly impracticable, from the shattered condition of 
the rock, and earnestly deprecated the attempt. Jlr. Ball, 
however, without much difficulty, made his way to the 
extreme summit of this ridge, and from it enjoyed an 
admirable panorama, in which the Gross Glockner on the 
one side, and the iSIarmolata on the other, were con- 
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spicuoiis. The Antelao seemed to be about one hundred 
feet higher than the Pelmo; and some of the peaks in 
the ridge beyond Auronzo, as well ixs the Croda Maleora, 
appefired to be very nearly on a level with it. 

Mr. Ball left the summit at 1, r.M., reached the chalet 
at 5, and after halting a quarter of an hour, arrived at the 
inn at Borca at 6.15, r.M.* 

We were told, thougli we distrust the information, that 
the Antelao has never been ascended. St. Vito would be 
the best point of departure for that, as well as the Pelmo. 
A Pass — the Forcella Piccola--to the summit of which 
Churchill climbed, leads over between the Antelao and the 
Melcora into the Cadore country ; and another, the Ft)reella 
(irande, which may be expected to display (‘Xtraordinary 
rock scenery, crosses between the ]Malcora and the ^lelcora 
at a high elevation, through a Pyrenean-like Port, into the 
upper Auronzo valley. On the other side again, St. Vito 
may be taken as a starting-point for the Val Fiorentina 
and Caprile, by a path pas.sing under the Pelmo ; as tin* 
Val di Zoldo may be reached by another lower down. This 
part of the Ampezzo affords a distinct circle of excursions, 
such as (^>rtina itself can scarcely equal. 

I have mentioned the desolation caused by th(^ Antelao 
between St. Vito and Borca ; a sadder desolation may be 
Avitne.ssed at the latter village. Then? has found a refuge 

Signor ,one of the lieroes of Venice in the eventful 

year ’49. He was a man of high culture and noble aims, 
and shared with Manin in the brave defence of tlie city. 
The fatigues of that terrible time, qnd the sad residts, over- 

* TJu* height of tho Pelmo, as given in his ‘Alpcn-lfindcr Atlas,’ 

is 9,910 Paris, or 10,838 English feet, while that of the Antelao is stated at 
10,012 Paris, or 10,950 feet English. Another height for the Antelao, but 
without indication of the authority, appears in the iirst volume of the 
Vienna Alph>e Club, where it is ineidentally mentioned to be only 10,297 
Vienna, or 10,678 English feet. 
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threw his intellect ; and now, a wreck of his former self, he 
lives with his brother, an innkeeper in the village. Still 
the busy brain is active, and he deems himself to have 
made great discoveries in physiology, which, alas I no one 
appreciates. 

We reached Cortina again by starlight, and again the 
Tofiina showed his head amongst the stars. By day he 
was always shrouded with mist, and the first rain ever 
broke from hln dark sides. By night the snow-streaked 
shape stood awful and bare, and seemed to regard us with 
an evil smile. He is a wicked mountain, but a great one. 
In 18(53, the Tofana was for the first time ascended by 
a member of the Vienna Alpine Club, who determined 
the height at 10,721 English feet above the sea. It is 
the Tofana that, placed at the head of the Ampezzo, over- 
hangs Peutelstein, shooting out towards it a cold tongue of 
glacier, and making liimself every way a very uncomfort- 
able neighbour. 

Ghedina the old .lager, and landlord of the ^Aquila. 
Nera,’ was proud, as he ought to be, of his son, the 
Venetian painter. It has been told how on our former 
visit we admired the pictures by his hand, which adorn 
the walls of the inn. Now, we took an early opportunity 
of visiting his summer studio in an old mill belonging to 
his father, among bright green fields. Unluckily the bird 
was flown. He had started for Venice the morning of our 
arrival, and left his studio bare. Yet several specimens of 
cartoon drawing remained — subjects for pictures in hand, 
or intended. -Most of them were destined for churches, 
and showed great delicacy of feeling, as well as skilful 
drawing. In the latter particular he reminded us of 
Mulready, especially in his free and graceful rendering of 
those difficult matters, ‘ the coats, the hosen, and the hats " 
of modern costume. A large design representing, if I 
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recollect rightly, the laying of a foundation stone for a 
church, was full of groups which the illustrator of Gold- 
smith might have owned ; while, jis regards expression, 
there was much of Ary Scheffer’s pure and tender thought. 
A very sweet portrait of his mother, in which ho had dis- 
pensed with the othenvise indispensable low-crowned black 
hat, was a specimen of this hatter quality. 

Two of his younger brothers are also artists — one a 
painter, chiefly of portraits, and the other a sculptor in 
wood. The workshop of the latter was in the village, and 
what we saw of his carving was full of the genius of the 
family. That day we were at a loose end, and spent 
another hour in a third studio of the place. Cortina is a 
resort for painters. Was not Titian born next door — and 
who knows ? A Signor Semprone, also from Venice, had 
borrowed the armoury of the Town-house, to finish a 
large altar-piece for a chapel at Vienna. We will not 
say more than that this work increased our respect for 
Ghedina’s. 

The day was one of episodes. In the .afternoon, half a 
dozen reverend gentlemen, in long black coats, black 
stockings, and Ijright buckles, and one cowled and sandalled 
monk, trt)oped without warning into the Churchills’ room. 

A fled, laughing, to us. Loud sounds of greeting sent 

us in to see what had happened, when the monk turned 
out to be the Franciscan Professor of Natural History at 
Botzen, whom we met last year at Ilatzes. He had been 
let out for a fortnight to hunt for beetles on the mountains, 
and, quite ignorant of our proximity, was going round the 
house with the clerical party to see (xhedina’s pictures. 
Great was the fraternisation of the two ‘ Scientifics.’ Un- 
luckily, the Franciscan was at the end of his tether, and 
obliged to be off in the morning. 

The presence of such a body of divinity in Cortina was 
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rxphiined the next day. It was the great autumnal feast 
of tiie Virgin, and from early morning strings of peasantry 
were coming over tJje hills and crowding into the village 
Jit all ends. The street was lined with booths; and a 
lively trade was afoot in handkerchiefs and petticoats, 
rf)sari(is, pictures, and hats. The women, as they should 
he, were the prettiest sight of all ; but more for the gay 
kjihddoscope bits of colour they made, streaming down 
over tlu* gr(‘en grass, than for face or figure. Large aprons 
of a deej) Iduo, over a black dress, edged with red; white 
sleeves, red stockings, a bright handkerchief of a well 
chosen tint, put like a ruff round the neck, a sprinkling 
of lace and ornaments, and the little black hat at top 
of all, set off many a homely maiden to great advantage. 
One girl on the hill, hurrying down alone, was so wonder- 
fully decked out, and so conscious of it, as to be almost too 
shy to pass us. The women touch their hats to you, like 
men, and in church take them off, when steel or silver 
pins are seen ormimentiiig their brjiided hair behind. 

This was Friday; the fete lasted three days, and on 
Sunday the crowd fit church wfis immense. All the 
Amp(‘zzo must have been there. Dense masses of white- 
sleeved women upon the floor, were streaked with brown 
throngs of men, and fill wedged like the blocks of a pave- 
ment. The host was carried round to at least a dozen 
altars in the large church; lanterns, like those of the Lord 
Mayor’s state coach, preceded, with banners and several 
priests, and everybody sung or responded with lusty vigour. 

They are a kindly, honest folk, and many a cordial 
welcome we met with in our rambles. Sketching one 
evening the galleries and gables of a mountain hamlet, the 
good people came down upon us from their upland work ; 
the women with huge bundles of hay on their backs, the 
men guiding sledges, similarly laden, down the stony 
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paths. These sledges, drawn by a horse or bullock, ran 
upon a single pair of wheels in front, but slid upon two 
long tails of timber behind, worn sharp by friction. Out 
danced a merry little kitten from one house, and a frisky 
small dog from another, to welcome their respective house- 
holds, who fondled and petted and rolled them about in 
the hay, with all the glee of children. Then, before 
supper, came the serious business of storing the hay in 
barns, wliich were, in fact, the comfortable, roomy 
garrets of the dwellings, bespeaking snug winter shelter. 
This done, they gathered round the strangtTs, diffident 
but curious. They examined our sketches and ma])s, were 
delighted to identify the mountains round, and to write 
the name of their own hamlet — and a pretty name, too, 
^ Lacedell ’ — in our books. Then, when they saw symptoms 
of departure, they fell into a solemn circle, and all 
uncovered, as if grace were to be said. Our gravity 
scarcely survived the occasion. 

Another evening, caught in one of the Tofana rain 
storms, we were perforce conducted up the outside stair- 
case, along the gallery under the eaves, and so into a little 
peasant parlour — warm, and brown, and clean, with a 
wooden coiling, walls and floor of wood, A few sacred 
pictures, crucifixes, and holy water glasses, were the 
decorations; a stove, a bed, and bench, the furniture. 
They wished to offer us coffee : they would not be denied 
a dish of hot beans, which made their own supper, and 
which were very sweet and palatable. On these occasions, 
if they talked about England, it was generally of Lord 
Palmerston ! 

Murray says, of Cortina, the ^ scenery is bare, and not 
agreeable.’ Certainly it is not rich and broken like that 
of Cadore, and I can imagine a passing traveller concurring 
in the verdict. We must help him to a jiister conclusion. 
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Let him stroll across the valley, — he will find footpaths 
through meadows of emerald greenness, — then turn and 
viciw the prospect up and down. It is bare, but grand. 
Northward there is a closing in of savage-looking masses 
around the lonely, rock-perched Peutelstein; and most 
likely the Tofana, on the left, will be darkening it all with 
his mantle of cloud. That will suit the traveller’s Byronic 
mood, slioidd he happen to be in one. To the south there 
will be sunshine and beauty, as well as grandeur — beauty 
in the upper regions, if not in the lower. I know not 
what is beautiful if the Antelao, here a serene and lofty 
obelisk, soft in all the tints of the sky it pierces, be not so. 
The Pelrno is out of sight; but a fine enough mountain, 
JNbjiite Kochetta, takes his place ; and at the extremity of 
the valley certain fine peaks of the Val di Zoldo will, if 
the hour be favourable, shine lustrously among the clouds. 
Over Cortina will be seen the embattled turrets of the 
Malcora ; and if the traveller knows a secret we can tell 
him, he will find those turrets very fascinating. Behind 
them is Ciavarnie ! 

Hlavarnie!’ you will say, ‘that is in the Pyrenees.’ 
'JVue; but here is a cunning copy of it, of which no 
hVenchman dreams. Churchill and I have the key. One 
fine day — there were but few' — w’^e started alone up the 
sloping hollow' behind Cortina, and by the side of the 
Malcora, so to speak, though he lies back some distance 
on the right. To the left is a line of precipices, and, as 
we rise, appear the higher ranges of Monte Cristallo. For 
two hours the path is all jiscent, through meadow, sparse 
wood, open stony spaces. Then, on the ridge — the saddle 
— appear three crosses, which we have been looking for ; 
the pass is named the ‘ Tre Croci,’ and leads over to Palu, 
in the Auronzo country. Now the path dips into a deep 
forest — dips, and drops, and wanders. There are fine 
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gleams of bare Dolomitic spires through trees beliiiul - 
hints of the Cristallo — but the recesses of the Malcora, 
which we want to see, will not open at all. From th(3 
summit of the pass, the Alarmarolo, beyond, had shown 
well its glacier-burdened masses; but now, in the depths, 
we seem losing everything. Two hours from the summit, 
and in the middle of tlie confusing woods, we find a bare 
and sloping space of green, with a group of cattle-slieds ; 
from this spot the JMalcora stands clear before us, and 
opens to its very heart. A vast amphitheatre of wall, with 
SHOW' on each terrace-ledge, rises to the sky. A glaciijr lies 
gleaming in the midst ; and a cascade, supplied by a tarn 
hid behind tlu' precipices, tumbles out bfdow into a dark 
blue depth among the pines. 

Now, of course, one great feature of Gavarnie is wanting. 
There is no mob of French tourists. No ladies are to be 
seen with satin slippered feet — chaise a 2 iortear\ no 
gentlemen with polished boots and marvtdlous whips, on 
horseback. Those huts will yield no champagne and soda 
water ; tlie grass is strewn with no pic-nic fragments. The 
real Gavarnie is a much gayer spot than this. H(‘re, not a 
figure passes on the stretch of lonely sward. A lad or two 
may be left about the huts, but the lierdsnuai will* not 
comedown till supper time; a rude cross, leaning from 
the winter winds, y)lant(*(l in the midst, besp(?aks their 
natural ynety. 

I am free to admit that the ‘ Pyrenean Cinpui ’ possesses 
other and less doubtful advantages. In its numerous 
waterfalls, in the height of the principal one, in the level 
floor within the circle of precipices which so much en- 
hances their effect, Gavarnie excels. Its Dolomitic rival 
is not the same sort of ^ oule ^ or pot. But in grandeur 
of proportion and solemnity of aspect, it is we believe 
(juite equal if not superior. The general resemblance 
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must be considerable, since we both exclaimed on the spot, 
‘ Here is another Oavarnie ! ’ 

From the ridge of the Tre Croci, Churchill subsequently 
made an excursion to a lake hidden between the flanks 
of the Cristallo and Cadino. Passing this lake,’ and 
ascending the slopes to the summit of Monte Piana on the 
north, the traveller will find liirnself in the heart of a 
Dolomitic world. Directly opposite, to the east, are the 
Drei Zinnen, so close tliat a stone’s throw would seem to 
be sufficient to bridge the interval — looking none the less 
wonderful for their nearness. To the north are the rock 
wildernesses, lofty cones, and sheer precipices of the 
Biirken Kogel, Bull and Pizzo Schwalben, separated from 
him by the deep gorge that opens out at Landro. Peep- 
ing over this wilderness is part of the Drei Schuster, the 
giant of the Sexten Thai, whose middle and loftiest peak 
is 10,350 feet high. To the north-west, a long vista, 
between the Diirenstein and Geiselstein, lets the eye into 
the smiling basin of the Pragser Bad, and beyond, to the 
Welsberger Alp, in the Pusterthal near Brunecken. From 
no otlier point is the Geiselstein, whicli last year we bap- 
tised the ‘ Mount of Sacrifice,’ seen to better advantage. 
To the right is the jagged lateral line of the Cristallo; 
to the left, four rugged series of bosses, forming the rocky 
mass of Monte Campedelle. Below, in front, lies the 
pleasant Lago di Alisurina, occupying the meeting-point 
of the green lines sloping down from the Cadino and the 
Cristallo. Southwards, and filling up the whole space 
left open by the Alisurina Alp, is seen the grand rock- 
world of the Marmarolo and Malcora, fully developed in 
all its intricacy and extreme of wildness. A lofty col 
between the two is the Forcella Grande, and nearly filling 
it, rises up beyond, the sharp snowy peak of the Antelao. . 
The Misurina Alp is very extensive, affording pasture for 
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800 cattle. It belongs to the coniinune of Aur(»nzo. In 
the lake are large trout. 

Again, from near the Tre Croei, on the Cortina side, 
may be found a path — rather a difficult one- -to the 
summit of that line of precipices which skirt the pass on 
the north. Thence is a fine view southward, including the 
Pelmo, the Civita, and the Marmolata. Churchill and I 
devoted to this excursion the hist day of our stay, descending 
from the point of view described, through tlie uninhabited 
valley of Val Grande, upon tlie Ampezzo road at Ospitale. 
In this descent the ruined castle of IVutelstein appears 
with new and striking effect below, upon its isolated rock, 
surrounded by the heavy superincumbent masses of the 
Tofiina and other Dolomitic mountains at the head of the 
Ampezzo. One of them, of a singular red hue, reminds 
one that the blood-stained mount of sacrifice, the Geisel- 
stein, is in close neighbourhood below Ospitale. 

It was on this occasion we found the path, which, leaving 
the road before it reaches Peutelstein, crosses the gorge on 
the left by a bridge suspended over dizzy deptlm, and shows 
the ruin in its most romantic aspect. It makes a short 
cut into the Ampezzo valley, about five miles above Cortina. 
The great route down the valley, of course, takes its 
Imperial ^Y^ly in straiglit lines and easy gradients. If, full 
of the sentiment of the old castle, you would enjoy the 
scenery as it was in days of yore, you may take the ancient 
pack-horse track, lying more in the bottom of the valley, 
and so return to Cortina, In it you will come upon the 
remains of another defensive work of tlie olden time— a 
square enclosure, with towers at the corners, evidently once 
the chief place of the valley. It was destroyed, they tell 
you, by the French. 
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The valleys of the Gadcr and Gruden, the one striking 
southward from the Pusterthal, the other eastward from 
the valley of the Eisack, meet at a Col bearing due west 
from Cortina, and distant about one long day's march. 
Though more visited than any of the Dolomitic valleys, 
except that -of tlui Fassji, we had not yet seen them, and to 
do this, determined to shift our quarters to Buchenstein, in 
the Livinalloiigo, six hours west of Cortina. 

On Tuesday morning, August 19, with three stout fel- 
lows carrying our baggage, we left the Aquila Nera. 
Kv(‘rybody said the path to Buchensteiii was very boggy, 

and y and A had dismal forebodings of sticking 

in the mud; w(‘ liad waited, therefore, a day to let it 
harden, if it would ; yet, Jis the track lay along the flanks 
of the Tofana, there was little chance but that it would be 
kept well watered. 

The ))romise of weather was fair enough at first, and up 
the green pastures which command the Ampezzo valley it 
Wtis pleasant walking; but from these slopes we passed to 



410 


THE DOLOxMlTE MOUXTALNS. 


the track that has given a bad name to the ptxss. It is a 
confused labyrinth of water-courses, all descending from 
the Tofiina; every twenty yai’ds we had to dodge about 
for a crossing over some boggy streamlet, and the odious 
Tofana became more odious still. His precipices on the 
right were black under cloud, as usual, and a mizzling rain 
soon added to our difficulties. These wet green hills, the 
rain blotting out any distant view, wore an unhappy like- 
ness to the grassy highlands of Scotland. A herdsman’s 
hut was welcome ; still more a ghjam of sunshine, which 
sent us on rejoicing, and in hopes of eluding the Tofana 
before he could fill his rain-bottles again. We were not 
to escape so easily. In an liour he was dovvn upon us, and 
this time with a pour that drove us to what shelter we 
could find — under the roots of an overhanging tree, to sit 
with legs dangling over a torrent, or scpieezed against the 
lee-side of a pine trunk. We had lost the porters and the 
track ; an hour passed before we hailed one of them in 
search of us. He led the way to a deserted hut, the last 
on this side the Col, where his comrades had raised a 
cheerful blaze with pine chips. Here, as long as we could 
stand the blinding smoke, we toasted our feet and dried 
our clothes. 

To reach Buchenstein by daylight, however, it was 
necessary to face the storm again, and we made up our 
minds for a three hours’ soak. But we were nearly beyond 
the evil influence of the Tofana. There was light a-head 
over the Col, and in half an hour, when we stood upon the 
ridge, all the Scotch-like mist and streaming hill-sides 
were behind ; and in front, all the romantic richness and 
grandeur of the Italian Alps. Changes so magical are the 
delight of the mountains. The rain on the Cortina side 
certainly enhanced the contrast which awaited us on the 
other ; liut I am inclined to think that it must always be 
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striking. The Cortina side is dull. The precipices of the 
Tofana may be fine, if they are ever free from cloud; 
in other directions there is, I suspect, a tameness and 
monotony of scenery, and pretty certainly a monotony of 
mud. The pass crosses the same range as that from 
Caprile to Cortina l)y the Oiisella; the latter, our track 
of the year before, is far superior. 

The path was now among slabs and blocks of rock. 
Scrambling down in haste to reach lovely glades below, we 
were suddenly stopped by a gate — an odd impediment in 
so wild a spot. It marked the limits of the Ampezzo 
district, and would have mattered nothing to us, but that 
the porters took advantage of it to strike for wages. I am 
sorry to record this of them, and it was indeed all the work 
of one grumbler, who had never liked the job. Seizing 
some of the luggage he carried, transferring it to our own 
backs, and upbraiding them all for breach of contract, 
Churchill and I soon stopped the mutiny, which for a 
moment looked awkward ; once through the gate, and they 
would willingly have relieved us of our self-imposed bur- 
dens, if we would have let them. 

According to the map, we should now soon arrive at 
Buchenstein ; and very puzzling it was to dive deeper, and 
still deeper into the endless depths of valley, and find it 
not. A castle-ruin, yellow-white as the Dolomite frag- 
ment on which it was perched, shone through the trees ; 
we followed still the torrent, that tumbled adown rocks, 
woods, and meadows, and sometimes far outstripped us by 
a headlong plunge. A village, Andraz, appeared near the 
opening upon the Livinallongo, the central valley of the 
district ; and here the path divided — descending on the left 
to reach Caprile, — on the right, keeping high upon the 
mountain side. This terrace walk was ours ; it commanded 
prospects the most enclianting. Opposite, across the deep 
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valley of the l^iviuallongo, and over au intervening ridge, 
rose the Marmolata, white with snow and glacier ; at the 
upper end of the valley stood the Uolomitic mass of the 
Sella Spitze, closing it entirely in that direction ; and at the 
lower, filling up the vista, the noble shape of the Civita, 
soaring clear and free, with lovely Alleghe set like au 
emerald below. Woods and crags, and jutting cottage- 
roofs, formed the nearer view. 

You must climb the bleak pass through hours of rain, 
and turn upon that terrace-path as the western sun is 
flooding all the valley with lustrous amber tints, to appre- 
ciate that view as we did ; but it must be always beautiful. 

Buchenstein is on the level of this patli, and appropriates 
almost all its advantages of view. The village hangs on tlie 
very steep northern side of the Livinallongo, about 5,000 
feet above the sea. Pieve is the name in most maps ; and 
where, in the same maps, Buchenstein is placed, there is 
certainly no village at all. There are two inns — the best, 
Finazzer’s, is a small shop at a small corner. At the head 
of the stairs you will see upon the wall ancient spears and 
halberds, spoils from the ^Castello,’ as the ruin on the 
Polomitic rock is called — what other name it had is lost. 
From the lauding a ladder takes you to an upper floor, 
and at the top of the ladder you run your head against an 
ugly life-size figure of a man, painted on the wall, who 
points the way to two adjacent chambers. Thcjy are queer 
little dens. Every odd bit of space is used as store for 
groceries ; pyramids of sugar stand white in the corners, 
and cases and sacks peep from under the beds. But they 
are snug, which is what you most want at such an elevation ; 
and then from one of them, through the small hole of a 
window, what a prospect ! The liouse, like most in the 
village^ is built at the edge of a cliif. From this the valley 
falls away so suddenly, and so deep, that you cannot see 
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the bottom ; but far away, through the vista of overlapping 
hills, the eye, as if from the watch-tower of some lofty 
castle, pursues the wondrous view right on to the Civita. 
Draw back the curtain as you lie in bed when morning 
dawns, and you can watch the purple edge with gold as 
the mountain ridges successively catch the sunbeams, 

A small room on the first floor serves for a salle, and 
has the same view, if you could see it, for the plants and 
double casements that fill up the apertures of windows. 
Like the rest of the house, the salle is clotted up with all 
sorts of stores, and much tawdry church rubbish besides, 
the relics of bygone festivals, all contributing to a certain 
musty smell pervading the place. More interesting objects 
are a Jager’s shooting gear — wonderful rifles, with crooked 
stocks — ranged on the walls ; and a picture, representing 
the proud occasion when their owner returned from 
Innsbruck to his native village, the winner at the yearly 
shooting match. The hostess is his daughter — an active 
little body, and a very fair cook. The Jiiger himself, now 
an old man, keeps a small inn at Andraz. His name, also 
spelt ^ Vinazer,’ is a renowned one in the Groden Thai. A 
family, to whom no doubt he is related, lived at St. Ulrich 
in the eighteenth century, and became celebrated as artists 
both in Spain and elsewhere. 

We differ about the merits of Buchenstein. Some of us 
cannot forget the grocery smells ; others retort about the 
wonderful view. It would, indeed, be difficult to find one 
more beautiful of its sort than that from the hole in the 
wall, which serves as window to the little eastern bedroom. 
In the morning the Civita is a dark silhouette; in the 
evening it is all a-glow. Nay, you may sometimes sec a 
sight more solemn than the mountains. Below, across a 
deep ravine, lies the village cemetery. One early morning 
a group of men and women were waiting there at the gate. 
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beside a small coffin on the ground. Tlie priest, in surplice^ 
and cap, arrived ; and the bare-headed procession, reciting 
prayers that floated far in the still air, followed him up the 
grave-covered hill. In front went a cross of flowers and 
ribbons, carried by a boy ; while another, from a pail of holy 
water, plentifully aspersed the sjicred soil around. At the 
grave the men stood in a cluster; behind them, at a little 
distance, knelt the women; two only among them, in 
Sunday white sleeves, distinguished in any way as mourners. 
The grave was entirely filled in before the service ended ; 
a cross was planted at the head, and, for the last time, the 
rain of holy water fell upon the group. Then they left 
the sleeper till that other morning when the rocks and hills 
shall disappear, and the little child awake! One of the 
white-sleeved women remained behind; she paid the 
sexton, sprinkled once more the grave, and, as it seemed 
with special care, some other graves around. Morning 
and evening, so long tis we stayed, the same figure was to 
be seen there, turning for many a lingering look each time 
as she stole away. 

The church stands upon a ledge n(?ar the village plaza, 
the terrace walls impending over the depth of valley ; and 
in the dusk you may compose there what elegies you will. 
The draping woods hang before you as a pall; the Sella 
Spitze and the Civita you may liken to the old world’s 
tombstones. Wlien the Angelus hoM has ceased, no one 
will disturb you ; but the black figure of the Geistlicher 
will perhaps come out on a narrow shelf of garden below, 
pacing backward and forward, his day’s duties over, and 
carrying a tiny red spark at the end of his pipe. 

The Castello, sai<l to be of Koman origin, but whose 
present ruins date back only from the middle ages, lies in 
a lonely spot, an hour and a half from Buchenstein, on the 
path to Cortina. It is one of the most characteristic of the 
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Dolomite castles, built on the top of an isolated fragment, 
half toppling over on the slope of a hill. I spent a morning 
there. Two sides of the rock overhang, and carrying up a 
wall under one of these, they obtained a sort of huge 
cavern, useful, no doubt, in many ways, besides preventing 
an enemy from sheltering where they could not ^prod’ at 
him. There are the remains of a drawbridge over a torrent 
that rushes past the foot of the rock, and of various battle- 
mented outworks. The castle itself above, clings to every 
inch that could be made available, and looks like a strange 



half-destroyed fungus that had grown upon the grey rock 
fragment. Northward lies a sterile Dolomitic range, peak 
above peak, with old Tofana in their midst. Darkness, 
rain, and thunder gathered upon him, as usual; and a 
spurt of his wrath drove me under the caverned rock for 
shelter. It was a freak worthy of the spot to build there 
a Place of strength. 

The expedition to the Grader and Grroden valleys, 
Churchill and I were to make alone. In the angle between 
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them stands a liiige mass of mountain, possessing no 
designation, as a whole, in the months of the country- 
people in either valley, who have contented themselves 
with bestowing names upon the peaks or bosses that stand 
immediately opposite them. Thus, that part of it forming 
the western boundary to the upper Gader is called the 
Giierdenazza Berg ; the name Geister Spitzen is attached 
to a portion of the north-west wall ; while the Crespena 
Kofel rises aloft on the south-east border. On its western 
side it is cut into by two ravine-like valleys, the Tschister 
Thai and the Langen Thai, by which access to the plateau 
is gained, and which, running north-east, are in line with 
two others starting from the opposite border. In this 
manner the plateau is naturally divided into three secti<ms. 
Baron Richthofen has selected the Guerdcnazza as the 
designation for the whole mass. The entire area amounts 
to about twenty-two square miles, and the level of the 
plateau must bo at least 9,000 feet above the sea. 

We proposed to cross this plateau by way of the Langen 
Thai, in the Upper Grdden, passing over the Crespena 
Joch to St. Tjconhard, in the Gader Thai. Ascending, we 
should see the mountains of the Groden; descending, 
those of the Gader, and see them far better than by 
merely passing through either of the valleys. 

With a man to carry our knapsacks, we departed one 

bright morning, S and A accompanying us for 

an hour. Then, rather forlorn, they left us to return alone 
as their own v/its and our best instructions might serve, 
and not to expect us at Buchenstein till the third day at 
shortest. Meanwhile the Jiiger’s daughter had promised 
to take care of them, and the painted man would stand 
sentinel at their doors. Three hours over rolling, grassy, 
and rather boggy hills, redeemed by massive Dolomites 
lifting their grey and yellow sides in all directions, brought 
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iis to the solitary inn of Corfara, at the head of the Gader 
Thai — a spot dreary enough. Yet six priests, out for a 
^ Inst raise ’ — or, say ^ a lark ’ — had made it their rendezvous 
for tlie day, and, in a very lively clatter of talk, were 
approaching at the same moment with ourselves. Brown, 
honest, mountain-looking men they were, and withal, 
cordially good-natured. While we lunched, they dined, 
and, it is certain, discussed something other than theology, 
'riie best bedroom in this out-of-the-way place had n 
carved ceiling of remarkably rich design, and the panelled 
walls enclosed no end of roomy cupboards; yet commend 
me to the stuffy little dens at Buchenstein the rather, for 
the windows here looked out only upon mud. 

On again, and with improving landscape, up a rather 
steep pass between two vast bulks of mountain, all bare 
jind awful rock, the upward abysses filled with surging 
c'loud. The mass on the right was the Guerdenazza, that 
on the left the Sella Spitze — ^the same that, from Buchen- 
stein, divides the honours of the view with the Civita. 
This Sella Plateau stands between the heads of the Fassa, 
Griidon, and Gader valleys, a wilderness in itself, and, ex- 
cepting the Guerdenazza, diflFers from most other Dolo- 
mites, showing neither pinnacles nor towers, but lo.ng 
terrace ridges, amazing bastions, and flattish cones rising 
up out of its interior. We learnt to regard this mountain 
with great respect, though the pretensions of its neighbours 
— the Schlern, Marmolata, Lang Kofel, and others — had 
at first obscured its merits ; and we \vere not for some 
time aware of its singular Orographic importance. 

The Col we were ascending divides the Gader from the 
Crroden Thai, and the descent into the latter lay through 
smiling hay slopes, broken into numerous lovely glades 
by rocky fragments, and clumps of the picturesque Finns 
Oeinhra — a tree dark and rich in foliage, but in sadly too 
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iinich request for the carvings that make the Griiclen Thai 
famous. Tlie Lang Kofel and the Sclilern, now showing 
themselves in front, pleasantly linked our present ramble 
with last year's wanderings. We were to sleep at Plan, 
described in * Mur ray’ — for to this portion of the Dolomites 
he devotes a page or two — as ^ sin inn of tlie humblest 
description ; ’ and so we found it. Butcher’s business was 
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going on below; in the room assigned us, one bed was 
shoved into a recess where the roof sloped down from 
within eighteen inches of one’s nose, to within two of one’s 
toes; and the other was mysteriously developed out of 
the tliickness of the wainscot. 

But the best room was occupied — and by whom ? 
Positively, an Englishman ! Eemember that through all 
these regions, both last year and this, we had never 
chanced upon a compatriot, and you will understand the 
curious sensation caused by the discovery. What Presi- 
dent df the ^ Alpines,’ or learned Professor of the * ologies,’ 
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wius this, prowling within the clianned circle of the 
Dolomites? Well, we never learnt the name of oiir 
friend, hut he was certainly neither a Kennedy nor a 
Murchison. For one thing, it was clear he did not know 
where he was. From his own account — knowing no 
language but his own, and bound to walk, except on Sun- 
<lays, so many hours a day — he had started on a direct 
line from somewhere in Italy, to somewhere in frermany, 
and that straight line brought him here. This eccentric 
specimen of our eccentric nation was in high condition ; 
brawny, bull-necked, and sunburnt, he might have stood 
for a portrait of St. Christopher on his travels — he had all 
the saint’s goodnature — and knew as little of the Dolo- 
mites. The next morning he was off on his straight line 
again — northw^ard, for the Gader — his knapsack carried by 
a porter at twice a fair day’s wages. 

Hitherto we had not been able to learn anything about 
the Crespena Joch ; but the late landlord of Plan was a 
J*iger in his day, and his son, Alois Perathoner, a jaunty 
young fellow, proud of inheriting the family rifle, went 
into raptures about the black cock, ptarmigan, chamois, 
and Idmmerrjeier^ to be shot there. * Lainmergeier!’ we 
exclaimed. ‘ Ja, ja,’ cried our young host, stretching his 
arms to express the enormous spread of wing of this 
vulture-eagle of the Alps — ^ten or twelve feet sometimes 
from tip to tip. It is, perhaps, scarcely necessary to ex- 
plain that this formidable bird is now very rare, both in 
the Alps and Pyrenees, though, perhaps, more frequently 
to be met with in the Grisons than elsewhere in Europe. 
Yet what better refuge could the fierce marauder find than 
the Guerdenazza and its neighbours? To climb the Joch 
was now an enterprise more than ever tempting. Our 
sporting friend intimated, with a patronising air, that he 
would accompany us. Far too magnificent to talk about 
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terms, he would have left, that matter to arrange itself ; 
but his old inotlu^r struck in with a stout refusal to let 
the rifle go without a definite understanding, which it 
cost some trouble to arrive at with the strong-fisted dame. 

Plan is at the foot of a pass — the Evas Joch — leading 
to Campitello, between the Sella Spitze and Lang Kofel, 
and likely to partake of the grandeur of both moun- 
tains. The Lang Kofel cannot be seen well, till lower 
down the Grddeii Thai than we were able to reach the 
evening we were at Plan ; but the shadow of him rpst(*d 
upon the white ghostly mass of the Sella, and told of his 
prcsenc(\ 

No morning could be more brilliant tliaii th.at destined 
for the Crespena. Our young friend stepped forth wondei- 
fiilly accoutred with pouches and belts, a fowling-piec(s 
rifle, and, as ho professi‘d himself a mineralogist, a 
o'cological hammer to boot. Too much burdened with all 
those, his younger brother was summoned to serve as 
henchman ; and our porter, to whom the affair was no 
joke, gravely followed with his load. At the village of Sta. 
Maria, half an hour down the valley, whose church is 
celebrated for a pilgrimage-picture of the Madonna, we 
turned up the Lang Thai, a dtdicious green glade, flat and 
lawny, guarded on both sid(‘s by singidar towers of rock, 
or, rather, an aveiim* of towers, 2,()()() feet in height — 
tlieir summits steeped in sunshine, th(‘ir bas(‘s in cool 
shade. The effect w.a’s cpiitci novel, for again the contour 
of rock (litfen^d from the usual Dolomitic forms. 

But where is Wolkeiistein ? Wolkenstein was a castle 
of the valley, in th(j family of Oswald the Minnesinger, 
and when the poet lived at Hauenstein, under the Schlern, 
wan occupied by his brother Alichael. It was the original 
seat of the family. Tradition .asserts that it was built by 
an Italian Count, wdio fled from the invasions of Attila 
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into tlie iiioiintains. In very early times, however, it came 
into possession of the Lor(Ls of ‘ Vlllanders,’ (a castle near 
Klaiiseii,) who took from it their title of Wolkeiistein. 
\Vi*ll may it he named ^the stone in the clouds,’ wrapped, 
as it must often be, in mountain mist. From an early date 
it s(‘rvc;d to protect wayfarers over th (3 pass of Campitello 
into Italy; thoue[h at the same time its garrison is said to 
have often inflicted great cruelties upon the surrounding 
peasantry. 

We had looked vainly for the ruin up this glen the 
night hefort3, picturing it on some airy lieight. We w^ere 
amazed when now, stuck against the side of the loftiest 
boss of Dolomite, appeared a patch of yellow clay — nothing 
more — and that was Wolkenst(nn I It is niched into the 
wall of precipice rising sheer 2,000 feet above, and partly 
leaning over, so that no enemy, sliould he ever reach the 
summit, cowld even shoot down the chimneys — if chimneys 
there were, for smoke that could mjver live in face of such 
a cliff. ‘ How terribly afraid of each other they must have 
been in those days,’ said Churchill ; and it was the most 
appropriate comment. Why else should anyone build his 
house, like a swallow, against the wall of rock? It is 
possible that, like one or two castles in the Val di Xoii, 
interior caverns, natural or artificial, where armed retainers 
might lie like maggots in a cheese, may have been the 
inducement. We had no time to climb and see. 

Further on, in the depths of the glade, stood a small 
cliapel, jis old as the castle, they said, and containing one 
or two pictures brought from thence, as well as ancient 
frescoes, now obscured by whitewash. A more recent 
interest lay in a memorial of the death of a girl who fell 
over the Wolkeiistein precipice a few years ago, while 
keeping sheep upon the summit. Ciiming out into the air 
again, we turned to look up at those awful salmon-tinted 



4*22 


THK DOLOMITE MOUNTAINS. 


battlements, nloff in the blue sky — the dizzy height tVoni 
which she fell. At the moment, ‘Geier, Geier ! ’ shouted 
our young guide, and two stately birds, with no j)erceptil)le 
motion of their outspread wings, sailed slowly across the 
sunlit fiice of the rock, and into the blue again. Their 
enormous size might be calculated from the height at 
which they crossed the front of precipice. In a frenzy of 
excitement, Alois seized the already loaded rifle from the 
hands of his brother, and rushing nearer the base of the 
rock, fired almost directly upward. The height was too 
great ; one of the creatures swerved perhaps for an instant, 
but did not appear to (piicken its moveless flight. 

Gur friend was mortified at this failure, and as we 
pursued our way up the sloping bottom of the glen, now 
widening into sunny spaces, now narrowing into a rock- 
strewn gully, had much to say in explanation. At last 
pointing to a pine-tree stem, clear in the midst of a grassy 
opening, and about 600 yards distant, ‘ Now,’ said he, ‘ I 
will show you that I can shoot.’ lie tired, and we all 
walked on, nothing doubting the result ; the marksman 
quickening his pace in his eagerness to point out the scar. 
He looked long with a face of deepening gravity; none of 
us could help him to a feasible hole, and muttering some- 
thing about ‘ an ass,’ and * the devil,’ he turned away, very 
crestfallen. Presently he shot a grey crow of which he 
was not very proud ; but these repeated discharges brought 
down wonderful rolling thunders from the rocks, if nothing 
else, and enlivened the walk considerably. 

We were all this time ascending; but the stiff climb 
was postponed till at the end of the glen, a very steep 
funnel of debris crossed by innumerable faint zigzags, 
offered the only means of further progress. These were 
wide enough to hold one foot at a time, but no more, and 
cost an hour and a half of steady stepping. When we 
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touched the summit we found ourselves immediately 
looking down an opposite ravine, which nearly cleft the 
mountain in two, and left us standing upon a narrow neck 
— a deep funnel on either side. Advancing a short dis- 
tance to the left, and the vast Guerdenazza platform 
was displayed, several s(|uare miles in extent, a picture 
of the sternest desolation. It is set round with lofty 
bosses, and in the midst rise conical towers like the ash- 
surrounded orifices of extinct craters. The white, storm- 
washed rocks are terrible in their solitude. One might 
suppose the scene a piece of Spitzbergen. Among the 
jagged ridges near the southern front of the mountain, 
li(js a small tarn, dark as if it were a pool in snow ; on our 
way to this tarn, suddenly, before our faces, rose a Liim- 
mergeier ! lie was within a few yards of us, but by ill 
luck the rifle had been left with our porter ^t the ridge. 
With fowling-piece only, away dashed our sportsman, 
endeavouring to get beneath the circliiig bird, rising 
slowly into the air, and with the same even steady flight as 
the others. At the shot, the Geier seemed neither hastened 
nor impeded, only slanting his course towards the gully we 
had left. Alois perhaps watched longer and more keenly 
than we, for presently shouting, ‘he has fallen, he has 
fallen ! ’ he rushed off white with excitement, and we saw 
him no more till, returned from the tarn, we found him, 
without the Geier, indeed, but staring still into the gorge, 
where, wounded or not, it had disappeared. 

The passage across the Crespena Joch is not marked 
by any path. The desert of scarred and broken rock, 
the slabs, fissures, and ridges, all bleached and shattered 
dolomite, admit of none. The course of the hunter or herds- 
man is directed by the bearings of certain of its towx^rs and 
cones. At the widest it would take two or three hours to 
pass from edge to edge. Numerous deep cracks were pointed 
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out as caused by lii^htiiiug; and in a recent-looking hole 
we were assured a thunderbolt had buried itself not a 
fortnight since. When cauglit in these storms, the Jiigers 
hide their rifles under one slab of rock, and themselves 
under anotlier, lest their gun-barrels should prove fatal 
lightning conductors. One shelf of bare rock was singu- 
larly marked with circular indentures, as if a dozen donkeys 
had danced over it, heaving for ever the ])etriiie(l ])rints of 
their hoofs. No explanation offered itself to our Sciiuititic, 
though he would not admit the supposition of mysterious 
donke3\s. But among the weird sights of this thunder- 
smitten jilace, were here and th(a*e a lovcdy gem of Nature’s 
setting. In socrt‘t cracks and hol(\s wc‘n‘ nestled delicj te 
little ferns, mosses, and occasionally a brilliant Alpim* 
floweret, such as Geullaua btthricaidy Arenana cUiata^ 
Av)uevia alp'ma^ and Pcrderofft, Bomintta. The Cn^spiaia 
Joch, though unknown to the tourist, is not so to the 
botanist of these Alps. (Iiurchill had long had the name 
in his note-book. 

The view ! To the north and east we were shut up by 
the white masses of the plateau itself. AVestward sonui 
fine ‘shrieking’ looking peaks were identified as the (ieister 
Spitzen. Alore to the south lay the Schlern (of glorious 
memory) and nearer, the towering Lang Kofel, but early 
obscured by clouds which greAV upon the splendour of tln^ 
morning. Directly in front was the wilderness of tlie Sella 
Plateau, the companion of the Guerdenazza, which it much 
resembled in confer rmiti on ; and beyond to the south-east 
shone the glaciers of the INIarmolata — the noblest sight 
of all. 

Yet the riven summit of the »SeIla, dark wdth tormented 
cloud, was the more interesting at the moment ; a dark- 
ness, not of cloud only, but of mystery and murder hung 
over it. Alois, clasliing his gun-stock u[>on the ground, 
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jukI pointing with an inipreHsive finger toward one of 
those livid rifts, ^Tluit,’ said he, ‘is the Forbidden Way,’ 
and then witli rapid pantorniinic action, he poignarded his 
stomac^li and pistolled his ear. It was very dreadful, hut 
what did it mean ? Tlie best we could make out was, that 
a path existed tliere over tlie Sella to the Val Fassa, wliicli 
either on account of tlie smuggling facilities it offered, or 
from certain robberies and assassinations of which it had 
been the scene, had been closed by the authorities. That 
these mountains were not entirely free from the latter 
danger we had afterwards reason to believe ; ljut the 
‘ Forbidden Way ’ looked tempting as other forbidden 
ways, though for no earthly reason than that it was 
foj-bidden. 

The clouds in that direction began to look malignant, 
and an occasional low rumble sounded as if the lurking 
lightnings were finding here and there a victim. Our 
young host of Plan had engaged to conduct us to the edge 
of the descent into the Gader Thai; and was now anxious 
to fulfil his task and begone before the Guerdenazza itself 
sliould become the scene of a tempest. He showed us the 
deep valley into which we must descend; assured us 
we could not lose the way when fairly off the summit ; and 
then with his companion turned at a rapid pace to- 
wards the advancing gloom. We, as rapidly, plunged 
dowjiward, and in three minutes were utterly lost among 
edges of impossible precipices. They fell in terrace after 
terrace on every side. At the same moment a curling 
cloud lifted itself over the top, and stretched after us long 
wispy fingers like a pursuing ghost ; should it reach us, 
we could only huddle together under a rock and wait — all 
night perhaps. That adventure did not happen. ^^"itIl 
much backward and forward work, skirting and craning 
over no end of precipices — always another when we thought 
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we had cleared them all — scrambling down ^ chimneys/ and 
squeezing tlirongh clefts, helped at last by a shepherd 
shouting from a rock islanded in mist — helped to better 
purpose still, by an old woman returning with an empty 
‘•creel’ to the valley — we reached the bottom. P'or full 
two hours our cloudy foe, unable to overtake us bodily, 
pelted us mercilessly with rain. 

There was only one inn to make for — Evangelista’s, at 
the village of St. Leonhard. It was difficult to find ; and 
when we did find it, the good man was far too good to 
allow us any meat on a Friday. A piece of dry bread and 
cup of coffee at five in the morning; another piece, and a 
couple of eggs for dinner, had left us sliarp set now, 
for sap])er. More eggs and more coffee, however, did 
very well for us, as for others who had sought the same 
shelter ; and meanwhile Evangelista, in black skull-cap and 
lean breeches, quaint in costume as in name, sat by eaclt 
guest in turn, putting benignantly the quaint questions of 
the olden days. ^ Whence come you to-day ? and whither 
going?’ ^Ah! yes; and how have you found it on the 
way ? ’ And so each man’s story comes out, and is 
commented upon. Later than ourselves, as tired, wet, 
and hungry, came in a German mineralogist, with a bag 
of fossils from St. Cassian, and shared our bedroom ; 
there were four beds in one large chamber. His toilet 
was delightfully simple — off with coat, waistcoat, and 
trowsers, and he was ready for bed ; on with them in the 
morning, and he was ready for breakfast. His pouch of 
fossils and an umbrella were his only encumbrances ! St. 
Cassian is a village two hours from St. Leonhard’s, cele- 
brated for the enormous richness in fossil shells of certain 
beds in the volcanic ash of its vicinity, — not far from the 
summit ridge between the Gader and Livinallongo, and 
north-west of the Dolomitic peak of the Set Sass. 
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Of the scenery at the head of the trader Thai we could 
scarcely form an opinion. The rain that fell all night, fell 
still in the morning; and the Guerdenazza on one side, 
and the Heiligen Kreutz Kogel on the other, showed only 
their piney flanks. Yet the latter can, we fancy, boast an 
array of jagged peaks when the sky is clear above. The 
season, this year, they said, had been ^always rain.’ 

We were re?idy to start at six, hoping to reach Buchen- 
stein for dinner; but it was not till after ten that a few 
wandering, sun gleams drew us from Evangelista’s roof. 
At St. Ctissiaii we stepped into the cure’s house to enquire 
tlie way. His housekeeper will entertain a traveller when 
iKicd be ; and the smell of dinner was too potent for men 
who had fasted on the Friday so rigidly as we. A portly 
priest, on a visit to the ciire, was one we had seen at Cor- 
tina ; and while their reverences dined at one table, we 
did the same at another, under a lively fire of questions. 
The {iscent behind »St. Cassian was almost one (luagmire ; 
the soil in many places had slipped, and the turf lay in 
folds and wrinkles down the slopes. Nothing coidd be 
more tedious, and successive storms of rain overtook us 
from the ever-gloomy Tofana, now visible to the east, 
oiittopping its more western neighbours. Yet once upon 
the ridge, and the valley of Livinallongo, with the Civita in 
the distance, opened to sight as lovely as ever; and at five 
we entered Buchenstein, to find our wives gone up the 
wrong hill to meet us ! From the little window in the 
wall they were soon seen returning. Their three solitary 
days had passed tolerably; but they were clearly rather 
tired, both of the Finazzers and themselves. We enjoyed 
the welcome Sunday’s rest upon the alpine meadows, an 
hour or so above the village ; while the Marmolata, bright 
with SHOW’, and the Civita, crowned with spires, chaunted 
us their psalms. 
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A week at (^ipriltMvas in tin* pro^ianiim* of oiir jounicv. 
It lav at only thiv<‘ hours' distaiuv: and havinLC sont word 
of our approach, wo niovod down tluTt' on tlu' Alonday 
mornini;'. A ricJi and j)ic*tun*s(pio d(*soi*nt if. is ; hut 
Caprile does not show, till the sti'oph^ is (‘xaetly under 
your feet, and just at that interest in*; nionieiit our unfor- 
tunati' mule tumbled over a roek, whieli blocked up the 
deep-sunk path, and lay wedijed and i^o-oanino under a 
lu*ap of bagj^^aixe. Tlie misadventurt^ caused eonsuh‘rable 
delay, and rather spoiled our first gre(‘ting to ('a])ril(!. 
When we made our appearanei* in the narrow stn‘et, hasty 
messengers w(Te seen Hying to tlu‘ ‘Pezzes’; and father, 
nu)ther, son, and daughter, were ijuiekly grouped at their 
door to giv(» us a right kindly widcome. Cortina reecdved 
us graciously, I)ut Caprile affectionately. 'Ilie rooms had 
all bc'cn frtvshly swept and garnished. Two large bompiets, 
\\ Inch no Caprile garden could have furnished, ornamented 
the salle, and an enormous cake, made expr(‘ssly for 
the occasion, was placed upon tlie table. Every little 
want of last year had been rennanbered and provided for, 
with an anxious can* that was (piite touching, ami esj)ecially 
an ample supply of meat had been obtained, so that wo 
can no longer speak of the Caprile larder as ill provided. 
A f(;w little presents, brought from England for this worthy 
family, were accepted as the gifts of friends; and like 
frieiids we were treated during tluj five days that Caprile 
was our home. 

There were three or four things to be doiui at Caprile. 
The first was to get the Pelmo into the sk(jtch-book, as seen 
from Sta Lucia. This village we had passed on our way 
over the Gusella the year before, and it may be remem- 
bered as that which once held Titian prisoner for a fortnight 
during a storm of snow. On the afternoon of our arrival 
I started. No chaiicc of catching the Pelmo in his naked 
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majesty was to l)e neglected in this unsettled weather. How 
anxious is the moment when, after a hard climb, your 
mountain should appear within the next few steps, — 
and there may be only white masses of cloud instead! 
That afternoon he was tolerably gracious, baring first one 
shoulder and then another, lastly unrobing his hoary head. 
The peasants, busy in the last labours of their harvest, 
collc'cted, as usual, to witness the strange processes of art. 
Of course, apropos of an Knglishman, there soon turned 
up the name of Lord Palmerston. ^ Ah, he is a wonderful 
mnn. S(^hr kriiftig.” Whatever he wills must be.’ Thirty 
y(‘ars ago Horrow heard the same story from the peasants 
in Spain. Two or three houses in the village looked like 
relies of a timc^ when, spite of ‘its isolated and airy situation, 
it may have be(m of more importance than now. Upon 
one was carved armorial bearings, with the date 1601, and 
u])on a tablet was inscribed: ^ Fabt — 1 5 + 85 — Renovta 

17 + 96.’ Churchill, with S and A , arrived just 

ill lime to obs(*rve one of those wonders of colour which 

glowed vermilion through a drapery of clouds, and red- 
dened with reflection all the landscape round. Where 
was Titian’s hand to dash the splendour in? Though 
darkness follows (juick upon these sunsets, we could not 
leave- the spectacle till it had faded quite away ; then 
Imrried for tlu^ descent. Caprile's steeple could scarcely 
he distinguished among its seon^ of roofs when we reached 
the nearest overhanging shoulder, but its vesper bell- 
sounds came swelling up from the gloom. 

Under the southern precipices of the Marmolata is the* 
Val Oinbretta — Hhe valley of shade.’ From the descrip- 
tion of a G-erman geologist, it should be one of the grandest 
things to be seen hereabouts. ‘ Shady ’ it must be, between 
those frightful walls of rock o?i the one hand, and the 
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masses of the Siusso Vernale on tlje other. ( )n an expedition 
to the Onibretta, Churchill and I were accompanied by 
Pellegrini, Herr Grohmann’s gnuie, ‘ of inexhaustible 
hnmoiir.’ Our own deficiencies in Italian no doubt 
prevented our appreciating the finer points of his wit, 
and perhaps compelled his drollery to expend itself chiefly 
in certain capers and pantomimic performances. 

Away we trudged on a bright morning ; at first on tlie 
track familiar to us, tlirougli Rocca, and througli the 
‘famous’ gorge of Sottoguda. We were curious to verify 
our impressions of the spot by a second visit. Morning, 
instead of evening light, and ascending, instead of descend- 
ing, made a difference certaiidy ; and perhaps there was 
something on our first passage through it due to unex- 
pectedness. We used to speak of dozens of bridges — there 
are, I believe, just twelve of them. The distance is under, 
rather than over, a mile ; and there are some wider spaces 
than we remembered. All this for accuracy, but we hold, 
nevertheless, to its being a gorge grand enough for anybody, 
and if Herr Grohmann calls it ‘ famous,’ and speaks of it as 
^ a crack a thousand feet deep,’ others must think so too. 

Once through the Sottoguda gorge, instead of turning up 
towards tlie Fedaia on the right, we kept on directly for the 
face of the iMarmolfita. Of two inodes of access to the 
Ombretta we chose the shortest. Pellegrini sjiid indeed 
something a])out a ladder ; but we understood it meta- 
phorically of the steepness of the path. After an hour’s 
scrambling, however, we suddenly ran our noses against 
something too like a ladder, and too little like it, to be 
plefisant either way. Upon a face of rock were two long 
beams of wood, with, instead of spells, notches cut in the 
timbers at irregular intervals. The first alarming supposi- 
tion was that our unaccustomed feet were to go into those 
notches; but after Pellegiani had gone up, cat-like, it 
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cappe^ared that the notches were for the hands only, while the 
feet were to do their best with the rock below. It was 
easy enough when we tried it, and as for getting back 
again there was another path for the cows, and we were 
confident of being ecjual to cow-practice at least. 

Not long after this we entered the Ombretta. It is a 
mere cup hoisted up upon the side of the Marmolata, and 
at such a height tliat the south precipice which drops into 
it, loses much of its expected effect. If the Ombretta had 
lain as deep as we supposed, then that precipice must 
have been prodigious. Still, on a more favourable day it 
might answer better to the description of our geological 
precursor. When we were there it went straight up into a 
line of cloud. On the side opposite to the Marmolata rise 
dark snow-patched rocks, and the whole boulder-sprinkled 
hollow is a perfect specimen of dreariness. A cluster of 
black sheds in the midst shelter the cattle which come 
here for their summer feeding, and their ^ banished lord ’ 
who tends them ; he answered with a far o^jodel to Pelle- 
gi'ini’s call, which wc took for permission to use his bowls, 
drink his milk, and poke his fire : but we never saw the 
solitary man. 

The return path showed us by far the finest scener}’. 
From it the structure of the south-east corner of the ]\Iar- 
molata, a marvellous piece of natural architecture, is 
admirably seen ; and the views outward embrace the 
summits of the Pelmo, Civita, and many other jagged tops. 
The excursion would be worth making for the sake of this 
portion of it alone. It was dusk as we hurried through 
the deep portals of the Sottoguda gorge, which was all 
itself at such an hour. Dim figures of returning peasants 
flitted across the bridges, filed along the ledges, were darkly 
seen here and there against the white torrent surf,— just 
where they were wanted. 
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One more excursion from Ciiprilo I must put before the" 
recader. Tliat spiry wonderful Civita, wliicli looks like one 
vast shattoreil wall : is it really a wall? or is there a lon^ 
slope at the back by wliich it could be ascended ? Pelle- 
grini said it was unscalable. The St. Vito landlord, on the 
contrary, thought it might be ascended from the Val di 
Zoldo. This valley, opening at Longarone towards the 
Belluno country, penetrates by various choking gorges 
and platforms of verdure, to a point midway betwi'en the 
Pel mo and Civita. We had seen every side of the Pel mo 
but this ; we had seen no side of tlu' Civita but tliat from 
(^aprile; it was an object therefore to explore that portion 
at least of the Val di Zoldo. ft might be reached in four 
hours over the Col Dai from Caprile. 

Dt^ar mother Pezze there was no doubt would take 

abundant care of 8 and A during our absence, 

and on Wednesday afternoon, with lively hawk-nosed Pelle- 
grini, and young Pezze, as a volunteer, we took — not the 
road but the path, — first to Alleghe, accompanied so far by 

S and A , and then up the ridgcj by the side of the 

Civita. There was a saddening soapy look in tlui sky, and 
before long, it began to rain, while heavy volum(‘S of mist 
rolled down upon our Col. A few glimpses of the Civita 
upon our right- peeps into the wild heart of him — and now 
and then a backward glance into the depths of Alleghe, 
were all we got before entering the body of cloud, which 
left nothing visible but scattered rocks, and forlorn slopes 
of grass, ^"et on the Col itself, we were lucky. At the 
moment of reaching it, the mists tucked up their skirts 
with a magical swiftness, parted right and left, and the 
Civita close on one liand, the Pelmo more distant on the 
other, and the long descending Val di Zoldo in front, were 
simultaneously displayed. It was but for th(j moment, then 
cloud and rain enveloped all as before. 
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On the descent, a sloppy hole in the grass was pointed 
out in which a cow had disappeared a week or two before, 
beyond alt reach of plumbing. Of course every one that 
passes pokes his stick down as far as he can, and wonders, 
but will never know, where the cow has gone to. In the 
valh^y our observation was confined to the string of dirty 
villages we passed through — dirty and wretched-looking 
enough ; yet several of the houses showed faded colours on 
their walls, remnants of frescoes — Scripture pieces very 
literally, here an ariti and there a leg of sacred personages, — 
while not unfrecpunitly a small glassless window would 
show a Venetian column, or a balcony of rusty but elabo- 
rates iron-work hold pots of straggling carnations. 

Jt would have been much more convenient to find 
fjuarters at one of these villages, but we could readily 
believe young Pezze’s assurance that the inn was^w^^wzs- 
akiio ’ — ^ most bad ’ — though scarcely his accompanying 
ass(U'tion that at St. Nicolo there was one ^most excellent.’ 
Such it proved, however ; a tidy, bright-looking country 
house, with a clean kitchen for a very noticeable fact. 
They would have served us supper on the third story in 
solitary state among the best bedrooms, but we preferred 
descending to the company of a priest, the landlord and his 
wife, and our two guides. Doubtless they preferred it too; 
all that evening the three former never took their eyes 
off us. The landlady for a long time stood fixed to the 
middle of the floor, till at last she accommodated herself with 
a chair, still intent upon our every movement. Without our 
wives we had small means of conversation — nobody spoke 
anything but Italian, and after parting with the few words 
at our disposal, we resigned ourselves to sup with silent 
and regal composure. 

The rain still continued in the morning, and would have 
rendered hopeless any attempt upon the Civita, from which 


F F 



434 


THK DOLOMITIO MOUXTAFNS. 


indeed we had l»een sufficiently (lisconraifed from wliaf. we 
had seen of its back premises in descending the Pass. 
There was no practicable slope, otdy jaggcnl ramparts in 
all directions, and it was clear that, it was in reality almost 
as much of a wall as it seemed from Caprile. During a 
temporary clearance this morning, among the clouds, we 
verifit^d that discovery, ascertaining also that the ascent 
would require a considerable circuit so as to attack the 
spiny ridge at its south-west extremit}^ wlumce it might 
be followed till the brink of the great precipice over 
Alleghe should be reached. A good climber on a fine day 
would be rewarded. 

That temporary gleam and space of drifting blue (b’d ns 
one rare service. For an hour the Pel mo, fiir more striking 
here than the Civita, rose clear above the near green slopes 
of the valley northward — rose like some dream of Martin’s 
— all but the very battlements free from cloud ; a pale 
salmon-tinted, glistening mass, shooting upward from its 
hidden base below into the eddying mists above; a spec- 
tacle not of the earth but of the sky, in its cerulean tints 
and aerial architi'cture. St. Nicolo is a straggling village, 
its red -spired church occupying the edge of one of the 
abrupt descents so common in Alpine valleys. Below, at 
about two hours’ distance, is Forno, the principal village 
of the Val di Zoldo. Hero again a (more stately) church, 
with a frescoed facade, is placed upon a commanding 
platform, and the houses are jumbled together at the 
bottom. It is the centre of a busy nail manufacture, 
<*arried on in sequestered bumble-looking sheds. Scraps 
of old iron of every description are brought up on mule- 
back from the Venetian towns, and, bejxten into nails, arc 
carried down again on muleback, through the almost 
continuous gorge of ten or twelve miles between Forno 
and Longarone. This gorge — for we explored it the 
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tbllowirifjf year— offiirs some fine scenery, especially in 
glimpses to right and left, of Dolomitic precipices aloft. 
Near Korno there rises, in closely-fretted tiers, something 
like a giganlie imitation of Henry VIL's chapel, another 
illustration of Dolomitic caprice. 

The liope in the sky was soon gone; and after waiting 
half the day for another chance, we started to return, 
mnrching in wet, wot, wet; hour after hour over the Col ; 
finding scant shelter now and then under a rock or tree. 
Towards evcming there was a lift and a swirl among the 
inass(*s of va,pf>ur, and suddenly beneath our feet — for we 
stood upcni a jutting graSvSy pyramid — lay lovely Alleghe, 
and opposite, reared the bare-naped neck of Monte Pizzo, 
in whose <hro(‘S of trouble the lake was born. Two hours 
afterwards we eutei'cd Caprile. 

An immense event had happtnied in our absence. At 
noon that day five Englishmen trooped into the village, 
and w(n’e, as our wives informed us, at this moment penned 
ill the low(T salle. iSfother Pezze was in great excite- 
ment, rushing up and down stairs, conveying scraps of 
information now to the ladies, now doubtless to the gentle- 
men. ^ Dio, Dio ! ’ said she, ^ how shall I understand them V 
for our countrymen were evidently ill provided with Italian 
vocjihles, while, drenched and hungry, they hail much need 
of them. No diplomatic intercourse had as yet taken 
place, but was supposed to be imminent ; and, in fact, ten 
minutes after our arrival, an aml)assador of very engaging 
address appeared at the top of the stairs to arrange an 
exchange of civilities. They were an Oxford party, abroad 
lor the first time, and making their way, somewhat hedge 
and ditch fashion, for Venice, had tumbled thus into the 
Dolomite country. The weather had prevented their 
seeing anything of it; and as on the following morning 
they split into two parties — the one for the Ampezzo, the 



436 


Tlir: DOLOMITK MOUNTAINS. 


other for the Acli<]fe — tlu‘.y would b(^ speedily out of its 
labyriiitliiue recesses. In the early daylight their cheerful 
English voices made the stn^et jocund for a few minutes, 
as, witli guides and mules, they took their different ways. 
Perhaps they saw enough that day to carry away a favour- 
able n^port ; for the following )a'ar, when we were again 
in the neighbourhood, seven more happy ‘knapsacks,’ as 
we heard, invaded the village, and Caprilo, which had 
scarcely seen an English face before our visit, can now, 
no doubt, look at an Englishman with more composure. 

If the second party were like the first, tliey never saw 
All(‘ghe, and missed, let me tell them, not only one of the 
finest bits of scemuy in Europe, but as prcitty a fisher-girl 
as tliey might wish to see. In a round hat and knitted 
jacket, she was sculling about the lake that day, and of 
her own sweet will rowed honu*, and back again, to land 
some chairs for us as w(^ sat by the side of the soft lapping 
water; then, resting on the gunwale, she occupic'd laa* 
pretty fingers in breaking wriggling worms to pierces to 
serve for bait, — a fisher-girl ts a fisher-girl, you know. 
In the afternoon one more clamber to Sta. Lncia, and in 
the evening one more chat with dear mother Pezze and 
sighing Ursulina, We were all getting sentimental, and 
the parting in the morning was ratlier more than that — 
the poor woman and her dangliter WH?re fairly in tears, and 
we, for our parts, were in anything but a joyous mood as 
we filed away from the hospitable door. We were bound 
for Primiero, far off among the soutlKiru mountains, 
towards Feltre and the Val Hugana. It will presently be 
seen what led us there. To reach it we must now descend 
the Val Agordo to the town of that name, a walk of six 
hours. 

Civita looked its grandest. At the lake, the fisher-girl 
and her father waited for us, liy appointment, to save the 
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long circuit of its shores. Standing with a light foot in 
the bow, beside her brown, wrinkled sire, her supple figure 
bent gracefully but forcefully to the oar, and sent us too 
swiftly past the changing forms of cloud-capped precipice 
and wooded steep. The freshness and brightness of a 
coming September were in air and sky ; and not Lucerne 
itself can boast a finer combination of scenery than this 
little lake afforded, as we looked across its level floor of 
waters towards majestic Civita. Landing at the farther 
end, our pretty oarswoman lifted her hat like a sailor lad, 
and waved us a good-bye. We have not seen fair Alleghe 
since, nor those merry eyes again. 

It was quite a new country that we now entered. The 
waters of the lake tumble over the vast rocky dam formed 
by tlie fall of Monte Pizzo across the Val Agordo, here 
circling round the base of the Civita on the west. We 
had never yet looked round that corner — never seen the 
western flank of the Civita. Well did the mountain 
sustain his charact(T as we now skirted him for miles ; 
and at Cencenighe, a fine valley breaking off to the right, 
opened up the mountains immediately south of the Mar- 
molata. 

At Cencenijjhe we exchanged the mule-track for a road. 
We had not nuit with that evidence of civilisation for a 
fortnight, and almost resented its easy-going inclines. 
After a rest and dinner at the small Cencenighe inn, the 
afternoon walk was delightful. It was a stretch towards 
Italy; warm and tender tints filled the downward vista, 
though all about was savagery. Enormous boulders — 
blocks as big tis houses — lay piled on either hand. One 
of them gave rise to a curious sensation. It had fallen 
a-tilt, propped against another, and shrubs and grass were 
growing upon its under surface, upside down ! It had 
clearly descended <|uite within the historic ]H‘riod — nay, 
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possibly within the period of hist week. We reflected 
that another event of the same kind might be disastrous 
to our journey, and, with a scrutinizing glance above, 
pjrssed on. 

A lively scene succeeded. The stream — known, after 
leaving the lake, as the Cordevole, whence the valley 
sometimes b(‘ars that name — now flowed deep on tlie 
right, and heaps of yellow pine logs lay piled and tor- 
turing in its bed. ISuch we had often seen before; ])ut 
here, on both sides of the torrent, gangs of men, bare- 
footed, to cling the better to the wet rocks, and armed 
witli long poles, spiked and hooked, were working with a 
‘ Heave, O 1’ at log after log, to launch it from its fellows. 
The roaring of the water almost drowned the shouts ot the 
men, leaping from slab to slab of rock, clustering peril- 
ously upon ledges over the white foam- -some abov(^, soini‘ 
below, some upon isolated surf-surrounded blocks. For 
minutes together the masses of timber would riduse to 
disentangle; then some huge log, slipping, sliding, woidd 
give with a rush ; and, once fairly caught in the whirling 
water, liow madly it plunged and danced I sometimes 
swallowed in the creamy foam, and then shooting up on 
end, till lost to sight in the distant scurry of the waters 
The sliadows were falling fast, and the pot for supper was 
smoking among the rocks behind ; so, when a great bulk 
of timber had Ijeen dislodged, the long poles w^ere dragged 
ashore, and the scattered groups of men gathered round 
the redly-glowdng spot. Jdfting our hats as we left the 
high bluff from which we had watched the w'ork, twenty 
caps were instantly in the air to acknowledge the salute ; 
but the din of the coursing torrent botweiin, overpowered 
the interchange of a cordial ^haona noitej 

Agordo was soon in sight, on a small sloping plain, rich 
with Indian corn and open meadow, and groves of chest- 
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nut, beech, and oak. Dolomite mountains, in still new 
forms of grandeur, surround it on all sides; yet set so 
spaciously about, that it is open to the sunlight. The 
south beams full upon the gracious scene, and the west, in 
turn, sheds into it gold and crimson. 

A domed and double-towered church gave the town an 
important air as we approached. Yet it is a small, scat- 
tered place, just a shell round a large Plaza, itself a space 
of grass, shaded by trees for the most part, and bordered 
on one side by an Italian nobleman’s Casa, with its out- 
buildings, a strange specimen of dilapidation, yet gay with 
rows of statues, columned arcades, quaintly carved and 
twisted chimneys, — gay and picturescpie. Our hotel, built 
upon heavy arches, nearly filled the upper end of the 
scjuare. It is the shaljbiest-looking pile you can fancy, but 
offers, at the top of three dirty flights of stone stairs, two 
large and decently-furnished apartments, with a view over 
tlie open green Plaza to the mountains beyond. 
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v\g()i-ilo — Tlu- Path to Priniiiw — TI k* IJonettis — Tlu* Valloy of 
Priniioro and (^isfcllo Pictni — Tin* Dolomites of J’rimim)— Its P(»ni- 
moree and (’uriositios -Its History — Storms Without ainl Within — 
Passage of the St. ^lartino Col — Hospiee of Panevcggio — A Drowned 
Hoad— l’r(‘(la7zo— Vigo —The Sasso di Damm — The last Col and the 
Porphyry ( lorge.s — Hot ziui. 

Two sunny days we spent at A^ordo, tlie pleasantest litlh^ 
mountain town we know — Sunday, the kist day of August, 
and Monday, the first of September. Sehlom, at this 
season, are there other than serene skies over the Alpin(‘ 
ranges, while the summer’s heat is tenipen'd hy a delicious 
autumn freshness. One final week of weatlier like this, 
we said, and we should he. content. 

A wooded hill rises close to Agordo, crossed hy many 
footpaths, and beyond it lies a grassy down, adorned with 
cluinj)s of In.'es like a natural park. On all sid(*s rise tlic 
mountains. Could there he a more charming spot for a 
(piiet Sunday? There is hut one blemish. Southward, 
the mead tilts down towards the narrow gorge by which 
river and road find their way to Ilelluno ; over that 
corner then; hovers always a bluish vapour; it looks sus- 
picious, and is deadly-arising from quicksilver mines at 
the foot of Monte Imperina. All else is lovely. The 
chestnut and oak-covered steeps, with white cottages nestled 
among them, are picturesque he3"ond compare. Thns(’ 
should he idefd homes; hut ideal hoines arc* s(;ldnin titted 
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to ideal Hceuery. Around, above, part and parcel of the 
«ky aud (doud, pale DolomiteH shoot iipwar<L To tlie 
south they fall into a confusion of sun and vapour-hidden 
summits. • Kast and north they stand clear and sharp, the 
spines of that range whicdi ends in Civita, and guards the 
Val di Zoldo. Westward stretches an opener prospect, 
ov6^r hills abounding with village life. I?ut north of west 
is the wonder and pride of Agordo. I have said enough 
of the incixhaustihle variety of Dolomite forms : here was 
yet anotlier instance, and not the last. Two enormous 
towers, l)uttresses of the Palle di St. Lucano, stand there 
impending over Agordo. Twin cathedral towers, one may 
mil them, but that tlujy are ten times as lofty. The mass 
they belong to — the ('iina di Pape — reaches to 8,250 feet; 
aud, aided by tint and cloud, they look any height you 
like. 

Quiet may be had on a Sunday outside the town, but 
not inside. Crowds are pouring in, and knot and tangle 
in th(i upper Plaza, round booths uiid shops and inns, the 
fountain, or a strolling raffle for cakes and sweetmeats. 
Now and then they surge into the church — the women 
mostly — and loud organ-notes pierce the summer air. 
Towards evening, the game of ‘jMorra,’ with its rapid 
ringing shouts, sounds deafeningly from low-arched rooms; 
and the few notables turn out for a stroll round the grassy 
Plaza. One horseman, issuing from the gates of the Casa 
Monzoni, canters round a dozen times, and in ; and one 
carriage of fair jAIonzoni dames drives a mile or two out 
and home, with a circuit round the PJaza for a finish. On 
week days it would be still enough, but for the sj)lash aud 
clatter at the fountain, where the town’s wash goes on. 

The l)eauty of Agordo was a surprise to us, for we had 
thought of it only as a halting-phwe on the way to 
lh’inii(u*o. Priini(T(»I Why inusf w(‘ go tlirivy A?uong 
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tbe rude wall-pictures at the Campitello inn, we had all 
noticed — Churchill in 1860, and the rest of us the follow- 
ing year — a very strange one, where a castle stood high 
among the wildest-looking peaks, which could be none other 
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than Dolomite. The landscape was labelled ^ Primiero.’ 
Tn the map the place was found — ^two days or more to the 
south, shut up in a very mountainous and secluded region. 
Churchill afterwards passed one of its entrances at Pre- 
dazzo ; and, sure enough, there were pinnacles up there 




PATHS TO JMIIMIEJIO. 


443 


that niiglit well answer to the picture. And so, with one 
thing* and anotlnu* — sliglit hints from time to time — 
Primiero became the spot of all others we must not fail to 
visit — reserved as the final bonne louche of the journey. 

It lies, one may say, in the heart of that roadless 
country which is l)oundc;d, northwards by the Yal Fassa ; 
to the south, by the Val Sugana and Val di Mel ; and on 
the east, by the Val Agordo. Coming from the Ampezzo, 
the latter must needs b(i our starting j)oint, and from 
Agordo it lay distant eight or nine hours over a mountain 
track. TJiere was a choice of two paths; but as one 
passed through the scorched and bare neighbourhood of 
the quicksilver mine, we preferred that which, niounting 
over the cheerful-looking hills west of Agordo, led by the 
side of Alonte Agner, and, jis we hoped, within view of the 
great central block of those parts, the Sasso di Campo. 

Two ponies carried our baggage, and on Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 2, a clear though cloudy morning, we were on the 
march soon after six. Kising for some hours out of the 
hasiii of Agordo, its noble sweep of mountains through east 
and south could not be better seen ; but Monte Agner, to 
the north, retired behind the near green hills, and the 
Sasso di Campo never showed at all. Villages, woods, 
grassy slopes, and rocky ravines, succeeded each other. 
Oosaldo appeared the most prosperous of the hamlets, and 
a large church was building there. A path for pedestrians 
strikes off here for Primiero, and crossing close under the 
Campo, is probably well worth exploring. Our guide pre- 
ferred for his ponies a charming terrace sort of lane, wind- 
ing in and out among thickets of hazel, but seldom losing 
sight for long of the deep valley on the left, where lay 
Sagron, one of the most ancient settlements in the district. 
The route from the quicksilver mine, which our’s joins 
by-and-bye, lies along this valley; and down a gorge 
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to the south, a tempting thread of a path lay loosely over 
bluff and shelf, wandering into blueness, and the lielluno 
countr3\ 

Our track, now lane and now path, still skirtc'd the hill, 
and the beautiful valley of Mis opened fully to sight below 
— beautiful in the softness of its dwarf woodland, and the 
strings of cottages lianging to its sides. At the further 
extremity lay the Col, and before mounting it, at a glitter- 
ing spring we sat down to dinner. Through thicket and 
meadow and pine clump, by foot-path, horse-track, and 
water-course, we toiled to the smooth alp meadow at the 
top ; and then, with less toil but more trouble, along an 
endless descending trough or grip, more woody, more 
wateiy, and much more stony. \\'here it was field, it was 
bog, where path, it was water, where neither, 'it was loose 
rattling stones ; — nothing on either hand above, but mo- 
notony of pine wood, and jutting edges of rock. It wjis 
not the sort of descent we had expected, and when the 
view forward began to open, and there was still no hint of 
peak or pinnacle — nothing but the tops of round-backed 
hills, we ruefully said it might l)e Devonshire out there. 

No landscape is mor(? sudden in its clianges, more abrupt 
in its surprises, than the Dolomite. In a momenta depth 
opened below, the walls of a ruined building glimm(i(‘d 
tlirough the trees, and soon stood cl(*ar — a castle on a crag 
— with, behind it, such an apparition of cloiid-wreatli(‘(l 
shapes, sharp, sliattered and riven, some purple, and some 
orange where tinged by a western gleam, as quite satisfied 
our appetite for the wonderful. 

In the distance, in the valley bottom, was something like 
a town; that was JVimiero. Nearer, lay the village of 
Tonadigo, and slanting <lown under the castle crag, a 
pathjj^ horribly stony, led in half an hour into its street 
of dingv houses. ll(‘re aud there the walls W(*re warmed 
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up with old frescoes ; one house arrested us hy a picture 
of the Virgin of the Luschari Berg — the far-off mountain 
of the sledges — a record of the proprietor’s pilgrimage; 
and almost all showed a motto inscribed on their fronts, 
^ Christus nobiscum stat,’ ‘May Christ stay with us;’ — 
every house tlie same. Wo were fallen, it seemed, among 
a pious people. 

Twenty minutes from ''Fonadigo, across a small plain full 
of Indian corn, and over a wide rushing torrent by a 
wooden bridge, brought us to Primiero. Our Caprile 
friends had obtained for us the nanuj of the best inn, and 
the Agordo landlord had furnished a letter of introduction. 
To our perplexity, now that we compared the two, there 
wjis difference enougli to raise a doubt as to their identity ; 
and as tlie ponies and their driver had gone a-head by an 
hour or so, w^e had no means of previous enquiry. On 
approaching the town it was evident that the arrival of the 
baggage had created a sensation, and that in most people’s 
opinion, the evening cigar and twilight stroll might as well 
be taken in the direction whence the four ^ forestieri'* might 
be expected to appear. Of course it v:(is rather remarkable 
that a party of ladies and gentlemen from England, with 
sticks and umbrellas, should be just that day walking into 
Primiero. Casting eyes up and down for an inn sign, we 
went on through a street of well-built respectable houses, 
and everywhere, as at Tonadigo, the same inscription, 
‘ Christus nobiscum stat,’ in large letters, ran along the 
walls. Presently a denser crowd of the inhabitants was 
seen round an object at a door-way, which proved to be the 
most conspicuous of our bags, judiciously placed there as 
a token that the remainder were within ; taking the hint, 
we found ourselves immediately in charge of a bhmdly- 
smiling Signor Bonetti, his three delighted daughters, a 
grinning, barefooted hag, and a miscellaneous assortment 
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of youngsters, not one of whom was cf)ntent without 
something in particular to carry up stairs. 

Somehow we felt that wo wore ‘ done." The small rooms 
were a contrast in every respcjct to those of Caprile and 
Agordo, but the eagerness to retain us was beyond belief. 
They shouted, demonstrated, beleaguered every step; 
bundled an unfortunate man out of his chamber, the better 
to accommodate the illustriinis strangers; and at last,th()Ugli 
by tins time we had become aware tliat there was a better 
inn in the place, we weakly yielded, thinking that people 
so anxious to please might make up in willingness what 
they lacked in means. It was a great mistake, and the 
more unfortunate since days of stormy wet ensued, shutting 
us up in our unsavoury (piarters. The best inn, and a 
good one too, as our experience the following year enables 
us to say, is the *Aquila Nera,’ also a liouetti’s. Tlu^ 
two landlords are brothers, but there is a feud between 
their families, which may account in measure for the pas- 
sionate rivalry of the inferior house. 

As to the town, Ave speedily found we were in a singular 
place a toAvn with no road to it ; — a town where no wiieol 
mark is to be seen in the stn*ets, no sound of wheels is ever 
hoard, and the daily mail comes in and goes out on the 
backs of donkeys ; — a town almost as silent as Vcmicc^, and 
which, small and secluded as it is, still possesses houses of 
nobility among its liurnbhjr tenements ; — a town where at 
night people go about with twinkling lanterns, {is in the old 
days before them. lint I must first describe its situation. 

Not till the afternoon of the following diiy could we sjilly 
out to obtain a notion of the Primiero country, and then 
the mountain forms were so cloud-tormented, that I must 
make use of later-acquired knowledge to describe its very 
interesting features. 

The Primiero valley is closed at both ends, the town 
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being near the upper extr63mity where it turns off north- 
wards, as the Val Castrozza, towards the desolate Col of St. 
Martino. The lower end narrows, and sinks into a deep 
gorge, winding for several miles through savage scenery 
till it makes exit into the Feltre district. The valley itself 
is as pleasant a scene as you would wish to see, with several 
villages — sisters or daughters of Primicro — surrounded by 
plots of Indian corn, and rejoicing in the abundant shade of 
Spanish chestnut groves on the sk^ep heights above. These 
are principally on the side opposite to the sun ; on the other, 
green Alpine hills swell into knolls and sink into glades, to 
receive many a cottage home, all fenced off at last by a 
lofty line of precipices, far enough away not to interfere 
with southern air and light. 

The striking effect lies in the direction whence we 
came. There, backed by masses of Dolomite, stands on 
a single unpropped crag the ruined castle of Pietra— the 
original of the Campitello picture. Among the Dolomite 
castles, this must stand preeminent for size, situation, 
and history. It rivals in romantic position the. castles in 
Calabria, or the moniustery of Meteora, in Greece. No 
possible means of entrance can be seen in front, for the 
rock appears perpendicular on all sides ; behind, it is of 
less height, but still unscalable. Working round, how- 
ever, to the northern corner in this direction, the remains 
of a large tower are discovered ; and passing through, hope- 
ful of finding here the ancient passage-way, you suddenly 
stand on the brink of a chasm, which has been scooped 
out in the debris on which the rock-mass rests, within the 
last half-century.* Across it, and possible to reach by an 

* The rushing torrent fur below is the agent in this di'structive process ; 
and now that the hand of man leaves the ruin to the natural influences 
at work around, there is nothing to prevent the stream from undermining 
the loose foundations of the rook, and, in course of time, tumbling both rock 
and ruin into its bod. 
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expert climber, is the iictual entrance, but still far below 
the basement of the building, which, we were assured, has 
been long inaccessible. Of its history I will speak pre- 
sently. 

The rock itself is not Dolomite, but a mass of limestone, 
about 150 feet in height, resting upon an enormous mass 
of loose debris, with which the entrance to the glen is 
filled up. Behind, as already said, and circling round to 
the north, are reared the Dolomite peaks which give to the 
scene its peculiar wildness. Penetrating into the glen at 
their foot, at about half an hour beyond the castle, a flat 



green meadow is suddenly disclosed, where you would 
expect nothing but a chaos of rock and debris. Here 
Count Welsperg, descendant of the Lords of that name, 
who for many generations held the castle, has built him- 
self a small house, to which he retires in the summer 
months. Once a distinguished officer in the Austrian 
cavalry service, ill-health, and, it may be, love for the rude 
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cradle of his ancestors, has brought him to this most 
secluded spot, where the giant Dolomites stand round 
him like pillars of the sky, and the jackdaws chatter, and 
the eagles scream. 

From Primiero itself, this amphitheatre of rock-towers 
and peaks is not seen; but they end in a fantastically- 
shaped mountain immediately opposite the town, which is 
the principal feature in the valley. Nothing in Dolomite 
is like it for the singular variety of the horns and pin- 
nacles fringing its sides. It soon passed with us for the 
‘ Procession Mountain,’ since in some directions it appeared 
as if troops of draped figures were ascending to the often 
cloud-invested summit. The summit itself rises in three 
great towers — the centre and hindmost one, of huge bulk 
and height, out-topping the others. Its name, the Cima 
Oimedo, seems intended to express its character — ‘peak 
upon peak.’ 

The Cima forms the corner buttress, so to speak, pro- 
jected towards Primiero, of a Dolomite mass stretching, 
northward, in magnificent array, by the side of the Val 
Castrozza and the San Martino Pass, in a straight line 
towards the Marmolata ; and eastward, toward its domi- 
nating peak, the Sasso di Campo — a mountain we never 
, succeeded in distinctly recognising — ending beyond in 
Monte Agner, the narrow towering crest seen in face 
from Agordo. The whole block is, therefore, of great 
extent. The triangular space lying between these two 
diverging lines opens out towards Cencenighe, and must 
he a region of wild and lonely desolation, since it is almost 
uninhabited. In the distant view obtained of the group, 
when wo afterwards crossed the high ridge separating 
the Canale St. Bovo from the valley of Tesino, we could 
discern large sheets of snow among the bare forms behind 
the girdle of peaks. 
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The scarped precipices which, as already nientioued, shut 
in the valley to the south, are probably not Doloinitic. 
Over them, at a point called the Colie di Luna, is a high 
hunter s path, nearly 8,000 feet above the sea. The fine 
view from this col was frequently extolled to us. The 
beautiful Val di Mel — the Belluno country — lies beneath ; 
and on a clear morning, the sun-gleams upon the Adriatic, 
distant some fifty or sixty miles as the crow flies, can be 
distinctly seen ; while to the north-east, over Priiniero, the 
Castrozza Dolomites must be grandly displayed. The 
ascent to the col should be made while the flocks are yet 
on the alp, and night quarters can be found at the huts ; 
the final climb is then taken before daylight. Anotlc'r 
pass, lower and more practicable, ovct this chain, lies 
farther to the east, at Monte Fenestra, but is said to be 
much inferior in view. 

Immediately behind Primiero, on the north, but con- 
cealed from view by a lower range — the same that has 
been spoken of as picturesquely diversified with groves of 
chestnut and steep slopes of grass — behind this range of 
hills, rises the panoramic mountJiin of the entire region, 
Monte Arzon (8,700 feet al)Ove the sea). It was not spoken 
of as such to us ; but having, on a second visit to Primiero, 
climbed one day one of the peaks of Monte Scanaiol, nion? 
to the north, we saw at once that it must be so, and 
regretted greatly that we had lost the opportunity of 
verifying our belief. 

In the depression between Monte Arzon and the ridge 
that overlooks Primiero, lies a small lake — the Calaita Se(^ 
— a bare Alpine spot. This depression, the Val di Luzeu, 
containing a village and several hamlets, circles round 
Monte Arzon towards the west, in a curve parallel to that 
made by the Primiero basin, but at a much higher level, 
and sinks into a valhjy, the Canale »St. Bovo, included in 
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the Primiero administration, and which has always followed 
its fortunes. Here is another and considerably larger lake, 
in a narrow, sterile, fearful-lookiug hollow. So late as 
1823, this lake was formed by a tremendous land-fall from 
the mass of the Cima d’Asta, on the western side of the 
valley, which, with the accompanying floods, swept away 
Canale di Sopra, the upper village. The name. Lag) 
Nuovo, is a token of its origin. What we saw of this 
spot ill 1863 reminded us somewhat of a desolate Highland 
scene. The rocks are of grey granite, and lie tumbled 
down the abrupt sides of the hills in dark and terrible 
confusion. 

Now, having brought the reader round by the Canale 
St. Bovo to the lower end of the Primiero valley, opposite 
to that by which we first entered it, let us return by that 
route to Primiero itself. The communication between the 
St. Bovo valley and that of Primiero is not by the course of 
the stream ; it would be a long circuit, and through two 
<leep gorges. There is a path over the high dividing 
tongue, which, tis it descends into the larger valley, com- 
mands a charming view. First notice, however, to the 
right, the rift, a perspective of black depths, by which the 
Primiero river, the Cismone, escapes southward, to join 
eventually the Brenta. 

Through that rift, and by the side of its boiling stream, 
runs the path by which Primiero once held politically, and 
still holds commercially, to the outer world. Six hours 
down there, is Fonzaso and the rich Feltre country. Along 
that path, stony, steep, and tortuous, goes the mail in pan- 
niers, and up that w'ay come goatskins of wine, fruits and 
all foreign produce. The valley grows corn, and especially 
maize, but does not cultivate the vine ; timber it has in 
abundance, yielding a largo revenue to the government, 
and the Cismone floats down great quantities to Italy. 
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Primiero butter, too, is famous, made so well, they tell you, 
that it will last a year, and is exported to Verona and 
Venice. And soinethini^, too, more precious than butter 
once went that way. Silver mines in the middle ages were 
worked in the Primiero valley, and the ruins of the smelt- 
ing furnace are still to be seen there. They were abandoned 
at Ijist in consequence of the many earthquakes, that of 
1600 especially, doing great damage. Iron and copper 
have since superseded the silver, bringing great destruction 
\ipon the woods, hut great protit to the proprietors. During 
the summer the m(*n are engaged in preparing c^harcoal 
upon the mountains, and the works were silent at the time 
of our visit. 

So, despite its singular isolation, Primiero luos contrived 
to make itself of some importance in the world ; and its 
mountain paths, particularly this of the Cismono, have at 
all times heem the scene of more or Jess traffic. The 
frontier b(*twet‘n Tyrol and Venetia eross(‘s tlieOismone gorge 
about an hour below the entrance of the Primiero valley, 
and there the ruins of a tower mark the place of an ancient 
toll. Tliis gorge, like the ways into Primiero, is so 
solitary tliat, on entering the valley, one is astonished to 
find such a population; it is estiniate<l, witli St. Povo, at 
12,000, which may well he understood as tlie prosperous- 
looking villages salute the eye. Commencing at this lower 
end, Masi, when* th<? toll now is, Iriier, and Mezzano occur 
in succe.s.sion, before Primiero — Fiera, as it is locally 
called — is reached; and beyond lie Transaqua, Ormanico, 
Tonadigo, and Siror. Near the latter village was the 
ancient silver mine, and between it and Tonadigo, just at 
the foot of the Ciina Ciinedo, once stfiod the village of Piu 
Paco, which in the earthquake of .January 25, 1348 — that 
which shook down the cliffs of the Dohratsch in Carintliia, 
and did so much injury to Villach— was destroyed : over- 
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^vhelm(3d by a slip from the Cima of part of its lower flanks. 
The marks of the catastrophe are still visible. 

Approaching Priiniero from the south, the first object is 
the church, which stands outside the town in this direction, 
with two or three other buildings of importance, — the 
Oanonica, the Fiirst Amt, &c. Accustomed in all these 
parts to Italian architecture, one is surprised to find in the 
Primiero church a grave gothic building of the thirteenth 
century, lofty and imposing in its interior. The tall 
windows filled with small round panes of dull glass, and 
guarded outside by ornamental ironwork, cast a solemn 
light within, and on the walls of the chancel are faded 
frescoes, the arms of the chief families of the district, said 
indeed to be those of the workers of the mines, to whom 
the erection of the church was due, and who, being German, 
adopted for it a German style. A curious crucifix in dark 
walnut wood over one of the altars was found, with a bell, 
among the ruins of the buried village ; but the great boast 
of the church and all the valley is a monatranz or hand- 
shrine for exliil)iting the Host. It is of solid silver, two feet 
high, in shape like a gothic spire, sheltering three figures 
in gilt of St. Peter, St. Paul, and St. John. The centre, 
of Bohemian glass, forms a sort of lantern, and the whole 
weighs eleven pounds. It is accounted to be 6o0 years old, 
having been j)resented l)y the silver workers at the time the 
church w^as built ; and became an object of such notoriety, 
that the Venetian Kepublio, we are assured, desired to make 
it their own, by purchase — or even otherwise, if the Signori 
are not belied. They seem to fear no thieves now : re- 
marking upon the insecurity of the sacristy, we were told that 
no lobbery had been known in the valley within memory 
of man. The priest of this church is the ecclesiastical 
superior of all others in the valley- Yet it is not the 
oldest church ; a small ruined building was pointed out 
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near Siror, iu ruin, they said, for 600 years, which, as the 
church of St. Giacomo, claims the highest antiquity ; some 
remains of frescoes are yet visible. 

Nor is the little church of Trarisaqua, a village across the 
Cisrnone, without its treasure. It is dedicated to St. Mark, 
a fact explained by the singular circumstance that this 
remote spot was at one time an apanage of the Doges of 
Venice, who presented a portrait of the saint by Titian for an 
altar-piece. They do not say, however, that more than the 
head and hands of the figTire can be attributed to the great 
j)ainter, and there is not much in them to sustain his 
reputation. A screen with triple arches, Lombardic 
columns, and groined ceiling, gives entrance to tin 
chancel ; this ceiling is covered with Scripture subjects 
enclosed in circles, and painted in fresco with considerable 
artistic skill, though they have been perhaps coarsely re- 
touched in places, especially in the borders. On the front of 
the screen, ahov(‘ the arches, is painted a copy of Tintoret’s 
great picture of the Crucifixion, in far from despicable 
style. Such w'as the church of Transaqua in 1862. Alas! 
in 1863 there were woful changes; wbitewasli had invaded 
the frescoes, and it was even said that the entire screen was 
coming dowm, in order that the chancel, in which great 
alterations were in progress, might he better seen from the 
body of the building. It was the doing of the Heads of 
the commune, and the Primiero priest and his brethren 
did not expect that their remonstrances would be of any 
use.* 

I have mentioned two or three buildings of mark in the 
open space surrounding the Primiero church. One of these, 

^ Th« interval between our first and seeond visits witnessed, also, the 
destruction of most of tiie inscriptions along the walls of the houses in 
Primiero~a fit of plastfjring and whitewashing had almost everywhere 
effaced the * Christus nobiscum stat.’ 
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the Fiirst Amt, is a tall fortified house with eyelet holes 
under its eaves for the cross bowmen, odd looking oriels 
|)rojecting at its corners, and armorial bearings painted 
across its front. It is another relic of the silver workers ; 
they built it for their officers and for a place of strength, 
'riie date is uncertain, but an inscription tells that it was 
renovated in 1558. 

All these things declare that Primiero has a history. 
How often one vainly speculats upon the annals of some 
remote corner of the earth ; certain that events of some 
sort have gone over the heads of the generations there, and 
that the great world without has surged more or less upon 
the little world within, but wanting in opportunity or 
means for learning how or when ! At Primiero, the Gastello 
Pietra, frowning and forlorn on its worn rock, the old 
churches of Fiera and Transaqua, the quaint Fortalice of 
the silver workers, the toll-house Schloss, the ruined St. 
(iiacomo — everything bespeaks a history : and fortunately 
the wet days of our first visit enabled us to learn something 
of it. An invitation came from Signor Sartori, the post- 
master, to visit his museum, and we found there not only 
a collection illustrating the natursil history of the district 
in all its branches, but in Sartori himself, a very intelligent 
man, informed upon all points respecting Ids native valley. 
P>om him we gathered the particulars that follow. 

Primiero has always been in close relations with Feltre, 
and Feltre — upon what authority we do not know — is stated 
to have been founded in the year 750 B.C., and to have 
been conquered by the Romans in 219 b.c. During these 
ages, however, and long after, history is silent about its 
mountain neighbour. The earliest tradition respecting 
Primiero relates that the valley was peopled a.d. 452 by 
refugees from Friuli, escaping from the destruction caused 
by Attila, and who, in remembrance of their native city 
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Primerianum, gave the same name to their' new home. 
They came by way of Belluiio and the Val di Mis, and 
made it their first care to erect the Gastello Pietra to com- 
mand the pass by which they entered the valley. 

They speedily organised a simple form of government, 
dividing the valley and its neighbourhood into four districts, 
and appointing a head man over each, who was styled tin? 
Marzolo, because elected in the March of each year. Tin? 
first section consisted of Transaqua and Romanieo, now 
called Ormanico. The second, of Tonadigo, Piubaco 
(afterwards destroyed), Siror,and the outlying Sagron in the 
Val di Mis. The third, of Alezzano, Imer, and Masi. The 
fourth, of the offset, Canale St. Bovo. with its tributary, th • 
Val di Luzen. A proof of the early date of Piubaco is 
found in the inscription on the bell belonging to the buried 
village, now preserved in the church of Primiero; it is 
marked ^Anno Dom. vvv.’ And the local chronicler 
further supposes, that tlie village of Sagron derives its 
name from Sacmvi, itself a record of the consecration 
bestowed by the fugitives upon their first place of shelter. 
A trace of their early Republican liberties remained so late 
as the year 1723 in the annual election of the ‘ Marzoli.’ 

The ( joths, and afterwards the Lombards, who possessed 
themselves not only of the Italian plain, but also of the 
mountains, included Primiero in the countship of Feltre. 
After the fall of the Lombard power, the Emperor Conrad 
disposed of this as a ‘ Grafschaft * to the Bishops of Trent, 
A.D. 1027, and as this brought Primiero more into con- 
nection with the north than the south, the Bishops soon 
after erected a monastery and Spital, dedicated to St. 
Martin, for the succour of travellers on the long and 
difficult pass into the Val f'assa. No longer a monastery, 
but known as San Martino, it is still a noted halting-place 
for all who pass that way. 
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The jurisdiction of the Bishops ceased a little later than 
A.i). 1^100, when Primiero came with Feltfe under the rule 
of the Verona Scaligers, who confirmed all the old statutes. 
But in 1355 we find it made the centre of administration 
under a certain Boniface Von Lupi, by Prince Charles of 
Luxembourg, called also King of the Romans, in the reign of 
the Emperor Charles IV'. In 1373, by an arrangement be- 
tween this same Lupi, Francis of Carrara, and the Archduke 
of Austria, Primiero — with the singular exception of the 
village of Transaqua, which had been at one time pre- 
sented to the Republic of Venice, and was still regarded 
as their property — was for the first time separated from 
h^eltre and attached to the domains of the House of 
Austria. On the occasion of this transfer, a toll-house 
l)ecame necessary, and the Schloss was erected for that 
purpose, whose ruins now hang on the side of the ravine 
of the Cismone at the frontier cf Tyrol. 

Tlie Archduke Friedrich pushed on the working of the 
silver mines, which in those times rendered Primiero a 
valuable possession ; and it is recorded that they brought 
him a revenue of more than 80,000 florins yearly. It is 
(wen stated that in the year 1400, the royalty paid to the 
archduchy amounted to 114,000 florins, besides a further 
sum of 160,000 florins, which was handed over, perhaps 
as a share of the profits, an arrangement which holds in some 
portions of the Prince of Wales’s Cornish possessions. In 
connection with these mines many Germans were intro- 
duced into the valley, for whom a German priest or Co- 
operator was provided ; and the place became so important 
that several so-called ‘ palaces ’ were built in and about the 
town of Fiera (Primiero). 

The war of the league of Cambrai, wliich broke out 
between the Venetiims and the Emperor Maximilian in 
1509, was very disastrous to Primiero. The toll-house 
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Schloss, and many houses in the valley, were burnt, and a 
battle was fought nt Transaiiua^ of which tokens have 
frequently been found in the bones of men and horses, 
arms, rings, coins, and the like. In this war the Castle of 
Pietra w^as thrice besieged by the Venetians, but does not 
appear to have been taken. It had, in the year 1401, 
passed into the hands of the Welspergs, who purchased it 
from the Archduke for 4,000 Hungarian ducats, together 
with the right of jurisdiction, to whicli, in 1600, was added 
the jus yladii and jus yratiandi — in other words, power 
of life and death in the valley. This power, during a re- 
building of the castle after its destruction by fire in the 
year 1670, w<is exercised with great cruelty to compel tbe 
service of the peasants, so that the pile is still pointed at 
by thein as having been built with their blood. The 
family of Welsperg derive their name from the valley of 
Welsperg, in the Pusterthal, which was given to the 
founder of the house, Rubertus, a.d. 1150, by the 
then Emperor, in reward for services. 

Under the Emperor Charles V. the church was enlarged 
and ornamented as it now appears; and at this time, 
probably, was built in the chancel an imitation of the 
celebrated silver 7)ujn8tra7iZy in which specimens of all the 
materials used in the construction of the building were 
introduced. It resembles, in character and situation, the 
Stinraraenfshavslein in the church of St. I-iorenz, in 
Nuremberg, but cannot vie with that masterpiece either 
in design or workmanship. 

After this, Primiero seems to have dropped out of 
the grasp of history. The extinction of its silver mines 
probably so diminished its importance, that no one cared 
to meddle with the secluded spot. We did not hear of 
any French incursion. If they had penetrated the valley, 
the silver shrine would not now have been among its 
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treasures. Yet f'eltre supplied a title to one of Napoleon’s 
marshals in the campaign of 1796 , when the tide of war 
must have swept past the narrow entrance to the valley, 
onward to Belluno, where Cadore and the Ampezzo were 
not so fortunate. The last event recorded is the fire 
which, about sixty years since, a second time laid the castle 
of Pietra in iishes, since which its bare walls have alone 
remained, rendered inaccessible from a subsequent fall of 
rock and debris. Twenty years ago, by means of ropes 
and ladders, Count Welsperg and several Primiero people 
succeeded in reaching the ruin ; but that is the last time 
it has been visited by foot of man. 

From this glance at the fortunes of Primiero I must 
now return to our own. Any one who gets into Primiero 
must immediately set about considering how he is to get 
out again. The ways are difficult, and the means scanty. 
Feltre was out of our line of route, and so also was 
Borgo, in the Val Sugana — a twelve hours’ march. 
There remsiined only the track to Predazzo, in the Val 
Fassa, over the pass of San Martino — also reckoned at 
twelve hours. The Primiero people necessarily, when 
they leave their valley, either walk or ride ; but to sit on 
horseback astride, or sideways like sacks, with nothing 
to hold by, did not suit our ladies, and a twelve hours’ 
walk was rather too much for them. Fortunately, the 
Hospice of Paneveggio — a solitary house on the other side 
the Martino pass — offered an opportunity for breaking the 
journey. 

There was wild weather during the three days of our 
stay. Night after night the sound of drenching rain, 
exaggerated by the spouts that poured cataracts into the 
streets, made night hideous; by day, if we were able to 
sally forth for an hour or two, the continuous low rumble 
of the Cismone told that rocks and stones were grind- 
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ing and thumping along the bottom ; and all the streams 
were swollen so as to check and limit our rambles. On 
the morning of our departure, a storm inside the house 
succeeded to that which had raged outside during the dark 
hours. The refusal to pay an extortionate bill, the first we 
had met with in these valleys, transformed the three Misses 
Bonetti into gesticulating and defiant furies ; fortunately, 
the threat of appealing to the Syndic, and the mediation 
of the post-imister, induced them at last to yield to a 
compromise. The Fates were certainly against us during 
that visit. We left, vexed in spirit, turning up the wet 
and stony path which led through Siror and the Castrozza 
valley towards San Martino. The pass a-liead was dar\ 
with mist, and rain soon beat in our faces. In four hours, 
wet and miserable, we reached the Hospice — a cluster ot 
buildings upon an open pasture, where several men and 
mules were resting. The excellent coffee they gave us 
there, is a warm and comfortable thought even now ; and 
as the rain had ceased, and the driving clouds let in some 
gleams of sun, we started gaily for the desolate and tedious 
climb before us. 

The burdened beasts, — a pony with donkey as ^ tender,^ 
— could move but slowly over the wet ground, and we soon 
left them and their conductor far behind. At first, a broad 
track til rough a pine wood left no doubt of the road ; but 
the trees thinned away and diminished to scrub, and the 
track liroke into numerous wandering paths, all disap- 
pearing in the cloud above. We might have been in 
diflSlculties but for a pleasant old man, whose alert figure 
and wizened features confirmed his assertion, that by birth 
and lineage he was a JVenchman, though he had nearly 
forgotten his native tongue. He was crossing the Col, 
and conjstituted himself our guide pro tern. To him the 
mountain was horrible; many, he said, perished there 



PASS OP SAN MARTINO. 461 

every year ; and truly it seemed an easy thing to happen, as 
we entered the confusing clammy cloud. A few glimpses 
had been vouchs«'ifed, as we climbed, of the wonderfully 
line Dolomites, the Cirna della Rosetta, Cimon della Pala, 
II Cimon, and others which line the eastern side of 
Ihe vall(‘y and guard the pass; they even gained in 
4 ffect from the rapid play of light, and obscuring cloud, 
over their stark sid(*s, of which it was difficult to say 
wlu*ther it rendered them more beautiful or appalling. 
From moment to moment the towering Titanic walls 
glowed as if a-flame, and then vanished utterly from sight 
in the swift white vapours, to appear again as suddenly in 
st«artling patches of red at some unimaginable height. 
Tlu; redness, which might be either metallic or lichenous, 
was very remarkable in these Castrozza Dolomites. Below, 
looking backward, arches of cloud, like ribs of iron, 
stn tohed across the ('astrozza valley ; beneath which, at 
an immense distances shone a sunny bit of the south, seen 
as if through the wrong end of a telescope. 

On the Col, the circuit of vision comprised only a few 
yards of slippery grass, stones, and mud; but on the 
northern side the prospect cleared again, and we found 
ourselv('s on long descending downs, perplexed by a 
labyrinth of streams and boggy tracts. To avoid the 
worst of these, our old Frenchman led us by a long but 
easier route than the usual one from the summit, not 
bidding us adieu till he could point out below, the lonely 
Hospice of l^ineveggio. It seemed near, but a long and 
painful descent remained, through a forest torn by water- 
courses, befi^re the w(*leoine but dreary refuge wiis 
attained. Vast woods enclosed it on every side, and, as at 
St. Martino, there was not another house in sight. It 
stands 5,200 feet above the sea level : St. Martino is lower 
by about 300 feet. 
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The place of resort for all comers was the kitchen, 
where a fire on a raised dais of stone sent up its column 
of smoke in the midst, and into a huge dark hollow over- 
head. This stone dais, or hearth, filled the whole of the 
rounded end of the room, which was indeed one enormous 
chimney, lighted by one or two small windows. Behind 
the fire ran a semicircular bench against the wall, giving 
ample accommodation to all and sundry wet and tired folk, 
of whom some half-dozen, cattle and mule drivers, were 
there already, stretching out their legs towards the fire in 
the centre. We soon ranged ourselves amongst them, 
stretching out also our shoeless feet to the fire that cooked 
our supper, and enjoying all the snuguess and warmth of 
this best of chimney corners. A pair of tall iron-dogs 
supported a strong cross-bar over the fire, from which 
hung various pots steaming with victual. The sturdy 
maid — Kellnerin and cook in one — poured out hot messes 
for each party — stews, or broths, or polenta ; and one of 
the guests — perhaps a strolling shoemaker — took our 
hoots in hand, to clean and dry, round the glowing embers. 
Our baggage-man arriving an hour later, reported having 
crossed several deep torrents on the course he liad taken, 
and we were all the more grateful to the old Fnmchman. 

The bedrooms up-stairs were forlorn curtainless dens ; 
and all that night the fearsome landscape without was lit 
up with the brightest and bluest of lightning — pine-tree 
tops and desolate peaks clear for the instfint as at mid-day. 

The house, in its loneliness — the one poor shelter in 
these wilds — might have been a ship at sea in a dark 
tempestuous night, and, if it did not reel in the waves, it 
rocked on its base, as the blasts rushed down upon it, and 
the thunder crashed among the hills. 

Morning broke with the dull light of a heavy down- 
pour ; and though the hurly burly had ceased above, the 
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hills were all in a roar with torrents. From six to nine we 
waited before a brightening sky encouraged us to start. It 
was Saturday, and we must, if possible, reach Vigo that 
day, or at least Predazzo, in tlie Val Fassa. But, oh! the 
water ! The grassy slopes were smooth sheets of water, 
rippling over the track; the woods were full of ominous 
rushing sounds, and seamed with the white streaks of 
streams, pouring from unknown heights ~ hurrying to un- 
known depths. Movement and noise were everywhere, 
and filled us with an undefinable dread. We had crossed 
streams without number, slushing through as we might, 
when among tlie thick trees there gleamed a broader, 
whiter .mass of foam, and the next moment a turn in 
the path showed a torrent, fierce and tawny, careering 
through the wood. It was rushing over the remains of 
a timber bridge, and flooding on both sides, so that further 
progress was impossible. When our animals came up, 
the driver stood dumbfoundered, as we had done, and then 
we all turned to retrace the miserable way. 

There was hope that in a few hours the w’aters would 
abate, and several men immediately left the Hospice to 
see what could be done in restoring the bridge. The large 
party assembled ])y the bad w^eatlier the night before, had 
so lowered the stock of provisions, that a thick rice soup 
was all they could afford for dinner, and the possibility of 
being sliut up at Paiieveggio for a day or two was not 
pleasant to think of. Luckily, by one o’clock the water 
was dow'ii and the bridge practicable. We pushed on with 
all speed, amazed to notice the change that had taken 
place in three or four hours ; sheets of water had dimi- 
nished to streams, streams to rills, and for the first hour or 
two there were few difficulties to encounter. Yet marks 
of devastation were plentiful ; and at one spot, a black 
deluge of soil had poured down a hill-side, destroying for 
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years, if not for ever, many acres of what had been velvet 
slopes of mown grass. Where the people lived to whom it 
all belonged it was difficult to say, for I do not remember 
that we passed a single hamlet, and scarce a chalet, for 
miles along this valley of woods and meadows. 

There was soon rain again, and soon the noise of WJitery 
movement in all directions. Paneves:<rio would be cut off 
ludiind us, and Predazzo was our only chance. We liad 
sheltered under trees while our driver went on, and were 
surprised to see no donkey when we overtook him, though 
the donkey's load was lying in the middle of the patli. 
‘Where is the donkey?' cried we. The driver shook his 
head, and gazed moodily at the load, in front of which we 
ptTceived, at last, long ears and a pensive countenance 
just })rotru(ling from the mtid — all the rest of liim gone ! 
With the assistance of a muleteer, who luckily chanced to 
pass at the moment, the lojul was lifted, and the donkey, 
hauled up by head and tail, was got upon solid ground, a 
wretclu'd, phistered object, looking as if his legs had been 
sucked to sticks, ‘ He will never carry more!’ said his 
masit r, as wx* stood in silent dismay over tlie catastrophe. 
If that v;as a thing desired by the donkey, lie liad better 
not liave begun to nibble* actively the grass under bis feet. 
At siglit of that, his burden, liglitened as far as we could, 
was immediately r(‘adj listed, and we floundered on again. 

In three hours from Paneveggio we r(‘ached a road, and 
thought ourselves safe, but in several places torrents were 
pouring over it, and it seemed as if Predazzo, whose steeple 
we could see below% where our valley struck into the Fassa 
Thai, would be cut off from us no h»ss than Paneveggio. 
A bay-wagon lay wrecked and abandoned in the midst of 
one of these streams, and at another spot masses of stones 
and rubbish covered the road for many yards. Through 
all these difficulties we pressed, sometimes circumspectly 
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pursuing the coping-stones of a wall, sometimes scrambling 
over rociks and bushes— and so it came to pass, we sciarcely 
know liow, that at last we reached Predazzo, and the com- 
fortabhi inn of Jaeornelie, and the unaccustomed sound 
of wheels, and the strange sight of an omnibus in cor- 
respondence with tlie SStrada Ferrata,’ at Trento. A 
few days after, at Botzen, we learnt, that storm and 
inundation had bcjen g(m<iral through the Alps — that the 
rivcT Inn had risen twelve feet at Innsbruck, and much 
damage had been done. We congratulated ourselves at 
having escaped so tolenably from the Primiero mountains, 
buf had no wish to encounter their watery perils again. 

Predazzo is a great centre of attraction to all German 
mineralogists. It is to them, what the head of the Gader 
Thill is to palieontologists, and the Scissor Alp, with its rim 
of Dolomites, to geologists. As we descended the last 
reiiohes of road, every wall showed varieties of melaphyr, 
porphyry, syenite, and granite. Dolomite and limestone 
weie «)ut of siglit upon the heights to our right, and it 
plain we W(M‘c surrounded by quite other geologic con- 
ditions. At tlie inn a large table was covered with 
sjH'ciniens, and a mineralogist from the north of Germany 
had made it liis quart<*rs for some weeks. 

Th(‘ little town stands at the north-eastern border of 
a wide, lev(»l, alluvial opening — fertile, but block-strewn 
Ik h' and there. It is the centre of the Trias Crater, 
whence the great variety of eruptive rocks have emanated. 
They run up steeply on all sides, and prevent any distant 
view, except in the direction of the valley we had just 
descended. Outside the circle occupieil by these rocks 
we find Dolomite mountains again, standing in isolated 
masses at three separate points, on a basis of lower trias 
beds. 

The late hour at which Wv> reaclif'd Predazzo, and our 
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wayworn condition, put Vigo out of the question for that 
night ; but letters were waiting there from which we had 
been debarred for weeks, and we ordered a carriage to be 
ready early the next morning. Vigo is that village in the 
tapper Fiissa Tlial where, at Antonio Kizzi’s inn, Churchill 
spent some days in 18G0. Arrived there, wo should be 
upon the western limit of the Dolomites once more, having 
traced them to and from the far east. Dy touching upon 
the neighbourhood of our earliest exj)eriences, tluj circle 
would be 'ct»mplete<l. Val Fassa is, by reputation, so 
pre-eminently the Dolomite district, that most tourists 
must be disappointed, we suspe(*t, as they ascend thc^ 
valley. At the village of Moena tluj scenery first begins to 
promise something, in portions of the range to wliich tluj 
Rosengartou belong; but from no part of the road in 
. the valley would a stranger understand the tnu'. nature of 
the Dolomite region. Now that we had seen so much of 
it, we felt this strongly. 

Ntuie of us, excepting Churchill, had ever set*n Vigo, 
and he had promisi'd much for Rizzi’s inn. Tiio village 
stands high upon the slo})es that face tli(» (‘ast, and, leaving 
the carriage to wind its slow way up, my frituid and I 
struck across the fields, reaching the eluMiiful liamlet just 
as the people were streaming from (‘arly mass. Among 
tljein was Rizzi himself, who, at once recognising his guest 
of two years ago, led the way to his house, bchiinl its gay 
little ganleii of sunfIow(TS, dahlias, (jockscombs, and mari- 
golds, All its rooms were at our clioice, and s*‘Iectirig one 
commanding the upward, and anoth(ir tluj downward 
valley, w^e felt happy in seciiring for a few final days so 
pleasant a home in the Dolomite region. 

If anyone wishes to picture tlu^ spot, I must refer him 
to the description in the third chapiter, of the spacious, 
jirosperou.s alp, the scattered substantial bouses, the two 
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chiirclies — sombre St. Johann down below, and bright little 
Juliana above, with a big St. Christopher painted on its 
walls. And if tlie reader desires to understand the 
situation more particularly, let me remind him that, of 
the two grey masses now sprinkled with snow, that peer up 
at the head of t\ut valley, one is our old acquaintance, the 
Lang Kofel, and the otlier is the Sella Spitze, of which, 
with its ‘ Forbidden way,’ so much was said in the last 
chapter. Not visible from Vigo, but from some of the 
heights near, tlie shining villages are seen specking the 
vall(‘y right up to Cainpitello itself, only six or seven miles 
of distance remaining to complete the circuit of our 
wanderings. 

The Jtosengarten had struck Churchill as the grandest 
spectacle he had seen in his solitary excursion of 1860; 
how would they strike, him and us after our late more ample 
experience ? On Monday morning— w'hich, with a sharp 
north wind, ushered in weather brilliantly clear, but cold — 
lie led us, by the cl i nil) lie has described, to the crags 
among the pinij w'ooiL, whence the amphitheatre opens 
ahnqitly on the sight, waited for our votes, and, 

sitting down among the heathery rocks, we compared the 
view before us with all the comparable and incomparable 
sceiujs in our remembrance. I think the verdict satisfied 
our friend. The cloven precipices that form the vast circle 
are worthy of the (lenius of Dolomite, and of what the 
imagination jiictures to lie behind the Kosengarten, as seen 
from llutzeii. Vet otlu*r sj)ots of the same charaeter show, 
perhaj)s, a gr(*ater unity of effect ; and the W'oods, which 
here creep to the very bases of the crags, detract from the 
arctic severity which other Dolomite scenes possess. The, 
new, page 7o, taken from a distance, explains the general 
character, yet gives but a feeble notion of the Kosengarten. 

The next morning, hunting up Churchill’s old guide, 
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Grazzioli — a droll little fellow, whose short legs, though 
they put him at disadvantage, could do a deal of work — 
we three started to ascend the Sasso di Damm. It lies on 
the eastern side of the valhy, nearer to the Marrnolata 
than the Alonzoni ridge, formerly ascended by (’hurchill. 
Of two or three ways to reach the alp, which is w(dl 
known to the peasants, that from the Pozza Thai is, per- 
Jiaps, the best. There is the usual wooded shoulder to 
surmount, and then a long narrowing ridge to follow, till 
it ends in a rocky summit scarcely more than two yards 
square. The air was pt'rfecth' still, and W(‘ found ourselves 
in the centre of a circle whicli included all thii great 
Dolomite mountains of the district. 

Had we intended to seh'ct a spot which should bring 
into one panoramic view the greatt^st number of familiar 
peaks, we could not have choscm better. The Marrnolata, 
difficult always to see to advantag(», here rose superbly, 
otfering the profile of his soutli(M*n pr(*cij)i(!e.* None 
of the others did themselves justice, but tlu? IMatt Kogel, 
Lang Kofel, Scdla Spitze, on the one side of tlieir monarch, 
and the Sasso Vernale, Sasso Val hVedda., Campo Ziegelan, 
and Monte Rocca on the other were all clearly recognisable ; 
while in the opposite direction soared the Kosengarten, and 
in the further distanc() to the south-west, the crescent 
of the Latemar. The vievr well accorded with the theory 
which places the mountain upon which we stood— itself 
composed of eruptive ash — in the centre of a vast ex- 
tinct crater, of which the Dolomites occupy the rim. 
Geologically, topographically, pictorially, the view Wcos 
alike interesting. Four hours did not exhaust its at- 
tractions, and though a thin veil of snow fell from time to 
time over some portions of the prospect, and the point we 


* See the View given, page 70 . 
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occupied waH not less than 9,000* feet above the sea, there 
was no chill in the air. 

The ouly signs of human life were a few distant hay 
chalets, and wreaths of smoke where the hay cutters were 
finishing tlie Ijist work of the season ; and — on the ridge 
and summit itself, curious rows of stones wandering round 
and about, with openings here and there, very inexplicable, 
in such a place, to the uninitiated, but showing the cun- 
ning labours of the Ptarmigan hunters. Ascending from 
below, they drive the birds upward, which entering at the 
spaces, are foolishly caught within, as in a trap, though 
they might hop over the mimic wall in a trice if they 
liad tin* wit to do so. There we gave good-bye to the 
soli‘mn silent Dolomites ; and with the first step downward 
felt that it was home now, to England. 

Vigo is 5,000 feet above the sea, and with the north 
wind blowing, became bitterly cold. In the morning the 
Lang Kotel and Sella Spitze showed white with snow, and 
in the evening we sat shivering under all the cloaks we 
could muster. Having seen the ^ Ciripie ’ of the Kosen- 
garten, and climbed the Sasso di Damm, it was time to 
leave Winter to do his will among these wilds. So, settling 
the bill, chalked on the door-posts, and carrying away as 
keepsakes from Miss Hizzi, four little pictures of saints, 
with two huge cakes presented by her mother, we left the 
cordial people. Kizzi himself undertook to conduct us 
over the Caressji Pass as far as Welschenofen, on the way 
to IJotzt‘n, a walk of four hours. The Col lies behind Vigo, 
and reaching it in the fresh of the morning, y\e were for- 
tunate in obtaining one more view of the Dolomite region, 
even the Primiero Dolomites stood on tip-toe in the far 
east to see the last of us. Then, with the Latemar ISpitzen, 
on the right, the llosengarten on the left, and in front the 
distant glittering peaks of the Oertler and QStzthal ranges. 
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we dropped down the western slopes into the porphyry 
country. 

Vigo had been disturbed the night before, with rumours 
of banditti, who having crossed the fronti(‘r from Italy, 
were lurking somewhere near the head of the Fassa Thai. 
At Welsohenofen, the first village on the Botzen side, we 
found a company of soldiers in pursuit, and li*aving them 
en route for the mountains, we tlie more willingly de- 
scended towards the plains. At Welschenofen, the horse 
track ended in a wheel-road, which had been carritul thus 
far from Botzen since Churchiirs journey in 18(50, and the 
pony, which had hitherto shared our luggag(* with a donkey, 
was now ]>iit between shafts to run us d(.wn the remainhig 
fifteen miles. 

People talk of tlie terrors of Alpine roads who only 
howl down (*asy gradients in a vetturino’s carriage. They 
would gain a much more vivid impression of dang(;r on 
this road tlirougli tlie porphyry gorges. Slight and rough 
in construction, it is carried on narrow sludves round 
sharp corners ; or it slioots across dark gulfs by slender 
bridges ; or is suspended over tbe depths on wooden 
bra(;kets, showing an ugly tendency to slant outwards. 
The drag broke soon, and witli all the forc(J we could put 
upon the break, Kizzi’s pony, tliongh an exc(dlent one for 
mountain work, provtd unable to control t1u^ long awkward 
vehicle horrow(‘d frorii Welschenofen, down tin* many steep 
pitches that occurred. Its liind l(*gs constantly slipped, 
and sitting down upon its tail, tlH^ shafts went up into 
the air. Thougli pressed for 'time, we abandoned the 
carriage at last as too great a trial of nerve, if not abso- 
lutely perilous, and could then spend a little more obser- 
vation upon the scenery, which did not necnl the sense of 
danger to render it in the Inghest dc^gree impressive. It 
consisted of a series of narrow and deep rifts through the 
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porphyry rocks. These, unlike the Dolomite, are extremely 
fiivourable to vegetation, which in some form or other, 
creeps up every cranny, enriching, while adding to the 
sombre depth of colour due to the black and red tints of 
the rocks themselves. Entering the gorges, we entered 
into darkness, heightcjning the effect of the white tumbling 
stream at the bottom. Looking backwards through an 
opening at one of these dark corners, we saw again the 
Latemar precipices, winch we had lost sight of mnee 
leaving Welschenliofen. They stood high in air, and bathed 
in sunlight, their front worn into singular resemblance to 
the pipes of a gigantic organ. Near the gloomiest of these 
spots tfie robbers had recently murdered a peasant, and 
carri(Kl off his mules. Altogether, we breathed more freely 
when passing under the tall towers of Schloss Karneid, 
rear(‘<l ah)ft above the last of the gorges, we found ourselves 
in the sunny and verdurous valley of Botzen ; full of 
villages, cainjKiuiles, and castle turreits, and terraced on 
every side with vineyards. 

It was evening, and Botzen saluted our approach with 
the sonorous nob's of its cjithedral bell — that hell no doubt 
which a form<‘r proprietor of one of thc'sc^ castles — Hasel- 
burg, upon the j)orj)h}Ty slopes — never heard without 
wincing. Like his neighbour, Oswald of Wolkenstein, and 
many oth(*rs, Hugo von Kiicpaeli had departed for the 
Holy l^and, but unwilling to leave his treasures of gold and 
silver in cliarge of his young wife, he first poured them 
into an iron hall, which was then, as worthless, flung into 
the inoaL Unluckily, before his return, the priests of 
the ‘ Dom ’ came collecting for a new bell, and his wife 
Kunigiinda, pleading that in the absence of her husband 
she wiis short of money, offered the old ciistaway ball as 
a contribution in metal. Melted down, the gold and the 
silver ran mingled into the mould, adding a marvellous 
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sweetness to the bell tones, aA» nil ears acknowledged — ex- 
cepting his, whose money went clanging in the belfry ! 

After an interval of six years we were all once more at 
llotzen. The railway in the interval, had pushed its way 
up from Italy. The outskirts of the old town had been 
cleared to make space for a roomy station. The old path- 
way to the Calvarienberg had been diverted. But there 
was still the rich red porphyry landscape, and still the 
distant jagged line of the Dolomites in the east. It was 
not with curiosity and wonder that we now looked at those 
shapes. They no longer screened an unknown region, 
they belonged no longer to hope, but to memory, and that 
they tilled with many happy pictures ef scenes and days 
iimong the Dolomites. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

OUT-OF-TIIE-WAY SPOTS. 

Old K.'irnt<'n nfijiiin — l^riosacli and its Casth's— St. Voit, the old Court 
City — Ilocdi Ost<‘rwitz--Thc ZolllVld and tin* Herzogstuhl — Virunum 
The Maria Saal — Klag<*nfurf The J^oihl Valhys — Villarh and 
tin! lyandskroii Night Ascent of the Dohratscli — The View at Sunrise 
— Last Visit to the Wulfenia — l*assige of the ‘ Kirseiibaiimer’ — The 
Lo.ssjich Thai and liCgond of Lukau--The Sexten Dolomites — Tai 
('adore— Kx<‘ur^ion to Drags— 1‘orno and Signor Cercena — DcIIuno 
— I'eltn* and I'riiniero. 

Once more to Old Karnton. People wondered at our 
pertinacity, — that y(*ar aft(T year we should take the 
same route*, and now aji^ain, in 18f)3, should be off as 
usual to our Dolomites. Ihit the Churchills must needs 
make captive the beautiful Waffmiaihwt had twice eluded 
them, so they started early, not to fail a third time ; and we 
that remained, coidd not rest long contented, as we heard 
of glorious days in the* Gail Tlial ; of Frau Claus’s hospitable 
welcome at Auf dcr Plceken ; of Tarvis, and the worthy 
Gelbfu^s ; and of new researches among the Karavanken. 
By the end of July we wH*re en route to join them, and to 
cover as much fresh ground as pos.sible, entered Kiirnten 
for this, tlie fourth time', at (|uite a different point. From 
Iscbl, travelling on the romantic high road through Styria 
as far as Rottenmann, and then over the Rotteiimanner 
Tauern to IJnzmarkt in the Mur Thai, we crossed into 
Karnten at Neumarkt, and within the venerable walls of 
Friesaeh, once more met our friends. 

Wc purpose in this chapter to pick up a few dropped 
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threads^ and to disclose two or three more secrets of the 
Dolomites. To be frank, we have hesitated whether we 
should not keep these to ourselves. We have told of 
Eatzes, and Caprilo, of Auf der Plecken, of Wurzen and 
the ^ Caldron,’ of cheerful Tarvis, and secluded Prirniero ; 
is not that enough ? May we not fairly retain for our own 
use one or two latter discoveries, nor, before it must be, 
let the world of tourists in ? It wjis a temptation, but we 
have resolved to be generous, and make a clean breast of 
all we know. 

Carinthia was our first word, and Carinthia shall be 
almost our last. We Jove the old country. It has mixed 
itself up with our proper subject perhaps rather more than 
it ought, but it is so little known, that the dign^ssion may 
be pardoned. It was the ancient historical centre of the 
country that we now visited for the first time. 

Just before entering the small plain in which Friesach 
stands, you pass undi‘r a lofty rock, and catch sight of 
castle towers on its summit. That is Diirrenstein or 
Diirnstcin, the first prison of Eichard Canir de Lion, who 
was arrested near Friesach. Friesach itself is a striking 
place, and striking in its history, lioman remains exist 
not far north of it, and Mediaeval times have left abundant 
memorials in walls, gatew'ays, towers, churches, rnontusteries. 
It luis stood sieges, and Inus heard the sound of battle from 
the sunny plain Ixdow. It was lung the seat of power for 
the Prince Archbishops of Salzburg, from whom the Dukes 
of Kiimten sometimes tried to wrest it. TIjo Emperor 
Conrad III. stayed here on his return from the Holy Land 
in 1149. King Ottokar in 1276 made it a heap of ruins, 
and the same fate befel it thirteen years later at the hands 
of Duke Albert. But— greatest misfortune of all^ — it 
became a prey to the Turks, and from 1479 to 1490 those 
ruthless foes continued to ravage the district. 
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On the crapfgy heights above the town rise heaps of 
towers from no less than three separate castles. The 
(centre one, the Schloss Petersbcrg, is the proudest. The 
coining chamber of tlie archbishops, black with mediaeval 
smoke, is still to be seem among the ruins. Thence issued 
the coins of (!!a.rint]iia, curious square pieces of silver 
stamped on the obverse .with a portrait of the Archbishop, 
and in a circle round it, the legend SSancte Budberte ora 
pro nobis;’ the reverse side gives his name ‘Leonard de 
Keutsch, Arc. Sal.,’ the date, ‘1513,’ and his arms. In 
one ef th<i shields is a full portrait of the famous ‘ Keut- 
scliach’ turnip — a w^orthy rival of Mr. Skirving’s — which 
the Archbisliop Leonard was so proud of having introduced 
into his dominions, that he took care its portrait should 
he everywhere seen. In some of the rooms of the old 
Schloss of Salzbnrg, and even on a fine earthenware stove 
tliere, it is to be found. In 1490 he restored the fortifica- 
tions of the Schloss Petersbcrg, and over the principal 
(*nt ranee aflix(.‘d his shield, in which also a representation 
of the miich-jirized root appears. Here, too, in the castle 
church, is a quaint picture, by Albert Diirer, of the Virgin, 
comfortably tucked in bed, and drinking veritable caudle, 
while a homely washtub on the floor waits for the holy 
child, reposing in a homely cradle. Kespect its honest 
truth ! In the same church they will show you a strange 
outcome from that humble beginning, in church vestments 
600 years old, all glistening Avith rich embroidery, — to be 
worn by that child’s ministers. 

From this castle height you might formerly have looked 
down upon no less than twelve churches within the small 
walled town ; you may still see their ruins. One of them 
was dedicated to St. Virgil, the canonised Bishop of Salz- 
burg, the same who commissioned Modestiis in the year 
A.n. 754, to convert the Slovenes of Carinthia to Chris- 
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tianity. An Irishman by birth, St. Virgil, was sont by 
Pepin, the father of Oliarleinagno, to Odilo Duke of 
Bavaria, and was by liiin appointed to tlie then bisliopric 
of Salzburg. Nor, among the liints and glimps(\s of times 
long gone by, must I forget to notice the inscription on a 
slab in the ancient Church of tlie Dominicans, Mlic stabat 
Thomas Aquinas.’ So they recorded a six months’ visit 
from the great ^ Angelical Doctor.’ 

Two days were scarcely enougli for romantic and 
venerabh* Friesach : but on the aft(u*noon of the second, 
we started southwards with a brilliant project in our lu'ads. 
The Churchills ha<l seen in the museum at Klagtmfurt a 
picture of a lake and a Ciistle, with,in the distance, a splendid 
prospect of the Julian Alps, It lay somewhere up here; 
wliile ‘ Murray ’ spoke of another castl(‘ in the same di- 
rection, (Merwitz, — on the summit of a lofty rock — the 
seat of th(* famous Kheveiihiillers — as the tin(‘st in Ca- 
rinthia. Wliat if wt‘ could tiiul an inn at the lake for night 
quarters, and visit b(»th castles on our way to Klagenfurt? 

There ffas an inn, and away we went in th(j early 
afternoon througli a landscajH* all golden with sunlight find 
liarve^t ; great mountains rising distantly iii front. Di- 
verging after a couj)le of hours from the Klagenfurt road, 
wtj turned upon a country track, through woods and open 
fields, and suddenly dropped , upKn a small lak(?, with a 
large pihj of buildings, formerly the monastery of St. 
George, on its Ijanks ; but not a v(‘stig() of a castle, and 
scarcely a vestige of the mountains. Se(|ue*st(?rcd among 
trees was a farm-liouse, serving also as an inn, and the 
landlord, busy and brown with harvesting, came out to 
meet us. ‘ Casthi,’ said ho, ^there is no cjistle here.’ And 
after putting it in all sorts of ways, we were obliged to 
believe our own eyes, and him. There was a mistake 
somewhere. 
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Wo must push on to St. Veit five miles further, regaining 
the high road there, through another rough country way. 
Hut if we left the lake disappointed, our spirits soon rose 
again, for in a mile or two there shot unmistakably into 
view the famed ‘Ifoch Osterwitz’ on its conical hill, with 
a crown of towers glittering in the sun. That was clearly 
the excursion for the morning. 

Next to Friesacli, St. Veit is the oldest town in Carintliia, 
once its capital, tlie court city of tile old dukedom. While 
the orange glow of evening lasted, we hastened to the 
Calvary, a hill with three crosses on its summit, and shrines 
dotting the ascent, ftelow, lay the town, like Friesach, 
girdled with walls ; around were pine-covered hills, one 
behind the other as far as we could see, and on almost 
every hill a castle ruin ; princely Osterwitz in the east, 
outshining them all. This was the most knightly district 
of Carinthia in the days when its chivalry was needed to 
light the Turks. Down these hills have streamed pennons 
and pikes to meet the invader, or, on many a high-day to 
th(5 gathering of the people on the sacred Zollfeld below. 
Southward then} opened a more distant liorizon, and those 
who know what a mountain passion is, will appreciate our 
delight on recognising the peaks of the Julian range — the 
Mangert — the I*risiijig--of other years ; aiul, topping them 
all, tlie snowy Terglou itself. 

After an early breakfast we took the road to Osterwitz, 
lying fiv(i mih*s to tluj east of the <lireet Klageiifurt route. 
It is not seen till within a couple of mih'S, when it strides 
into vi(iw, a commanding place of stnuigth. The hill, of 
limestone, appears conical on this side; on the other it 
falls in one precipice 900 fijet deej). The ascent, through 
fifteen towered gateways, and over three drawbridges, 
wind round the hill to the walled and turrotted top, alter 
the manner of ideal castles in old pictures. At a farm- 
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Ijouse we loft the carriage ; no guide appeared to accom- 
pany us up tlie hill, and the iron-plated gates were all 
ajar, or easily pushed open. The bars, bolts, and curious 
locks, were most of them in their plact'S, and the little 
hanging door with iron-rimmed peephole, still swung in the 
midst of each heavy gate. The machinery of the draw- 
bridges was gone, and only planks remained over the deep 
chasms which successively barred the progress of an enemy, 
should he attempt the path, that winding round the rock 
had always the precipice on the right. Each gateway 
was a small fortress in itself, and each bore upon its 
front a marble tablet, exhibiting* either the arms and 
titles of tlie family, invocations to tli-^^ Trinity, or texts 
<»f Scripture, all in Latin. On the uppermost of the 
fifteen was inscribed ‘Deliver^ me, rny (Jod, from mine 
i nemies, and the hands of bloody men,' — a ft^arful sug- 
gestion of the terror which may have soiiH^tiines reigned 
within. Here, one of the spiked porteullisc^s remained 
suspended. Doors and vaulted passages accumulated 
towards the summit, an<l gave (‘iitraiic(‘ at last to a battle- 
meuted U-rrace, supporting tin? lofty walls of the actual 
< -JUS tie. 

Within tlie building is a court — the anei(‘nt tilt yard. 
A eljap<d, overhanging the* depth of th(i preeipice, occupies 
one side, and shedters the remains of some of the Kheven- 
hiillers ; several rooms open \ipoii it on tlu' other, and at 
one end is tho. armoury. The interior has hoen spoiled of 
almost everything but portraits of tlie Kbevimliuller family, 
Avhose gaunt figures still line the walls of their desecrated 
chambers. The Erench it was — always the French — that 
gutted the building, carrying away twenty wagon loads 
of trophies and valuables. Yet iS the armouiy are some 
curious things ; among them a suit of mail for a man nine 
feet high, quivers, cross-bows, &c., and especially the poat 
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of chain mail worn by Margaret of Tyrol, ‘ Maulbisch,’ or 
Mouth-poke, as Carlyle calls her, who was here besieged. 
Her ‘war hat,’ an enormous conical broad brim of stout 
leather, in shape like the traditional beaver of the witches, 
lies beside it, and in a corner stands the speaking trumpet, 
ten feet long, through which perhaps ‘ 3Iouth-poke ’ her- 
self parleyed with her foes. This good lady it was who 
brought Tyrol to the House of Hapsburg. Two wells, 
deep as Hades, supplied the garrison, and in a corner of 
the guard house an orifice, just large enough to force a 
man through, opens upon a pit, the dungeon of the castle; 
let us hope that the wrong man was never fitted into that 
scpiare hole. 

Here livt^d the Khevenhiiller who commanded the 
Christian army at the great battle of Villach in 1492, and 
he of the same name, the redoubtable general of Maria 
Theresa. They were a noble race that fledged their wings 
oil this Cariiithian rock. The view from it is not remark- 
aWe. It is placed in an amphitheatre of low hills, their 
tops all wooded; their sides partially arable, and with a 
few villages distributed about. No English names were 
inscribed in the visitors’ book, as far as we saw; now 
that the raihvay reaches Klagenfurt, they will probably 
soon be found upon its pagc*s. 

In A ’s letters from Carinthia, p. 340, mention is 

made of tlie antique stone chair still standing in the field 
where the Dukes of Carinthia were installed with feudal 
homage. That was our next object. On leaving Osterwitz 
we regained the high road in a few miles, and presently 
reached the open common, browsed over by herds of cattle, 
which as the ancient Zollfeld — Saalfeld — is so sacred in 
Cariiithian eyes. It is surrounded by hills similar to those 
Jibont St. Veit, excepting on tJie south, where it is open to 
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a glorious view. In descending from Osterwitz we had it 
all before us. First, the pale Dolomitic forms of the Julian 
Alps, set round the far horizon; next below them, the 
rolling masses of the Karavanken, sweeping along in great 
waves of wood and rock from east to west, lost in distance 
at either end ; then in front of these, the range of low hills 
with a precipitous edge, covered with wood, and with not 
a village, scarcely even a cottage visible upon them, which 
constitute the singular Satnitz plateau, inhabited by the 
shy Slovenes. Klagenfurt, immediately at the foot of 
this, cannot yet be seen. These three ranges, beginning 
at the first, come successively into sight, and are all 
finely in view from the Zollfeld, which thus offers the 
noblest of areas for a national ceremonial, as it once did 
for a Roman city. 

At the foot of a wooded hill to the right is the Karri- 
berg, where till this present year remained the stone — 
‘Der Fiirstenstein ’ — upon which the duke, as prince only, 
received the first rite of investiture. It is now in the Kla- 
genfurt museum, and proves to be simply the deiaced capital 
of a Roman column! So, the new civilisation seated itself 
upon the ruins of the old. To the left, upon another of 
the surrounding hills, is the venerable church of St. Maria 
Saal, where the second portion of the ceremony — high 
mass by the bishop, and his benediction upon the newly- 
created duke — took place. And here, in the midst of the 
open common, is the weather-worn but stately double chair 
of stone itself, on a rude stone platform, where in face of 
all Carinthian nobles and people, and of the far-off ranges 
of the Carinthian mountains, tier above tier, sat the Duke, 
back to back with tlie Count of Gbrz, and received the 
oaths of fealty. Only within the last few years has a strong 
railing been placed to protect this most interesting monu- 
ment, and in front of it the traveller passing on the road 
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can plainly read in large letters the words, ‘ Karntens 
llerzogstulil.’ * 



STONE (IIAIK OF THE ZoU.l 1 11). 


The principal portion of the ruins of the Roman cit}^ of 
Virunum have been discovered a little to the north of the 
Herzogstuhl ; but others have been found in every direction 
in and near the Zollfeld. Even on the summit of the 
Magdelcnsberg — a high hill beliind that on which the 
church of Maria Saal stands — many antiquities have 
been disinterred ; amongst them was the bronze statue of 
Antinous, a noble work of Roman art, now one of the 
most valued treasures in the Museum of Antiquities, at 
the Palace of the liOwer Belvidere in Vienna. 

* Thort* arc two original narratives of the ceremonies ohser^-ed on the 
clay of inauguration. These — with a discussion of the differences existing 
between tliem ; tlie meaning of each portion of the ceremony, arising out of 
peculiarities in the liistory of the Slovenic dukedom ; the presumed Slovenic 
inscription, to bo seen on a stone supporting one of the seats of the Herzog- 
Rtiihl; together w’ith w’oodcutsof the ‘Stuhl’ and the * Furstenstein ’ — are to 
he found, by those who take an interest in sncli matters, in a little pamphlet 
hy Max Ritter Von Moro, ‘Der Fiirstenstein in Kamherg und der Herzog- 
f>tuhl am Zollfclde in Knrnten,' published at Vienna in 1862. 

I I 2 
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Viruiiuin was the most iinportunt Koman colony in tlie 
ancient province of Noriciini. It stood at the junction of the 
road from Jiivavuin (Salzburg) with that from Ovilabis 
(Weis), and served as the link to connect the military posts 
on the banks of the Danube with the city of Acpiileja,— 
itself the meeting-point for the whole of the Illyrian trade 
with the West, and the military station best adaj>ted for 
watching the movements of the tribes to the north and 
east of Italy, Viriinum is mentioned by both Pliny and 
Ptolemy, and appears in two inscriptions tliat have l^een 
found in Koine. Its fate is left in darkn(‘ss; but it is 
supposed to have been abandoned at the time of Attila’s 
great movement towards Gaul in A.n. 4ol against the 
Komans and Visi-Goths, when it was laid waste by the left 
wing of his vast army. The route of this portion of his 
forces was through Pettau, Cilli, Juena (now the Jaunthal, 
in south-east Garinthia), Virununi, to Salzburg, and Augs- 
burg; from which point it advanced to attack the Bur- 
gundians, then settled in the neighbourhood of Basle. 

With Osterwitzfor the morning, and the Zollfeld for the 
afternoon, this day's Journey teemed with historical inte- 
rest; but it was not till the day following that, returning 
from Klagenfiirt, we visited the Maria Saal. The old church 
is not the least interesting of these ancient sites. The 
present building dates from the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, with the excejition of the lower portions of the two 
towers, which are older. The original church of JModestus 
was founded in the year a.d. 754. A chapel in the church- 
yard is evidently of much earlier date than the church, 
and between the two stands a pillar, supporting a lantern 
of some size, all richly carved in stone, looking very old, 
and in some part^ much worn. It bears the remains of a 
Sclavic inscription in old German characters. 

In the walls of tlie church aie inserted numerous slabs 
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luid reliefs, remains frf)Tn the Komari city, wliose Paj^an 
dovie(»s jqDpear in odd association with Christian embleTn.s ; 
and l)^*fo^^ the porcli, in memory of a far different phase 
of liistory, hangs hy a (diain a stone cannon ball shot by 
tlie Turks against tlie sacred edifice. In front of the altar 
is the stone, covering the sainted remains of Modestus, 
which, tljough we did not verify the fact, moves every day 
noanu- to the altar ! When it touches it the last day will 
liav(' come; — but there appears to be time enough yet. 
A picture in the church represents a fearful ‘ Storm on the 
l.‘Uh of August 1S43,’ when the Virgin miraculously pro- 
tcet(*(l the building from lightning, while a neighbouring 
house was (l<‘stroy(‘(l. They have since afforded her the 
valuable assistance of Sir W. Snow Harris, by putting up 
a lightning conductor. The cottage, or ‘stbckl,’ of Mo- 
destus lh‘s a sliort distance down the hill, differing but 
little ill appearance from the farmhouses about. Its walls, 
Iiow(‘V(*r, are said to show great age, 

Klagiaifurt is about five miles from the Zollfeld, To 
file Churcliills the old city was familiar, and to us almost 
as much so from their descriptir)ns. We arrived on a 
splendid evening, and repairing to the gardens of the 
Knaizberg, westward of the city, enjoyed a lovely prospect 
— one with which the Klageiifurters say their Emperor 
was well phrased when he visited the city in 1856. An 
inscription marks tlie spot where he stood, and the gardens 
have received the name of ‘ Franz Josefs Aiilagen.’ The 
hill, erosstal by many winding walks, is a favourite evening 
resort. Unfortunately, the Wdrther See is not a feature 
in the view ; but th(‘ plain of Klagenfurt, eastwards, the 
wooded plateau of Satnitz, the dark Karavanken mountains, 
with a few peeps of the Julians above them, form a noble 
limdseape. 

Klagenfurt itself has a sleepy stateliness about its squares 
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and streets, which render it pleasing, if not striking, as a 
city. And who that looks upon the terrible dragon in the 
Neu Platz can doubt the story of its origin? For my 
part, I am quite of Mr. Kingsley’s opinion, that the 
‘ Scientifics ’ call the mud monsters in their museums by 
long Greek names, just because they have pooh-pooh’d the 
old stories so long, that they are ashamed to call them 
dragons. The Klagenfurters religiously believe in theirs. 
The Land Haus, or Hall of Assembly for the Carinthian 
Estates, is perhaps the most interesting of the public 
buildings. In its ‘ Wappen Saal,’ covered, as Murray de- 
scribes, with coats of arms, we were especially amused at 
recognising among them one with a Dolomite mountain 
for device. We have ventured to appropriate it for our- 
selves. 

We did not neglect to visit the Prediger Stuhl, on the 
edge of the Satnitz plateau. The road to it across the 
plain is bordered wdth fine elms, which, with the view 
from the ‘Stuhl,’ including a long stretch of the lake, make 
it a most agreeable excursion. A finer view, however, 
would be afforded from the pilgrimage church of the 
Ulrich’s Berg, a hill five miles to the north of Klagenfurt, 
overlooking the Zollfeld. A violent storm turned us back 
on the ascent, and we did not reach the summit. The 
Hungarian leader, Gdrgey, it may be interesting to some 
to know', occupies, with his wife, a small house about the 
same distance on the other side of Klagenfurt, in the 
direction of the Loibl pass, surrounded by charming 
scenery — in which one may hope his wounded heart finds 
solace. A few of his countrymen are still detained under 
surveillance in the city, and, at the time of our visit, 
English tourists were so rare that we heard ourselves 
more than once designated as Hungarians as we passed 
alongf. 
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Before our meeting at Friesach, the Churchills had made 
a short visit to three of the more western valleys of the 
Karavanken — the Loibl Thai, traversed by the diligence 
to Laibach ; the Boden Thai, more to the west ; and the 
Baren Thai, still farther in the same direction. In the 
Loibl Thai they stayed at a little way-side house, not far 
from the entrance, called ^ Deutscher Peter,’ where Ger- 
man is spoken. It is much frequented by the hunters of 
the chamois, which are still numerous upon the Gross 
Gerlouz — a huge rocky mass, rising abruptly in the line of 
the north Karavanken ridge. The valley is filled with 
short spurs from its sides, so that any general view is 
impossible until the height of the pass is gained. From 
the summit they looked down into a narrow deep valley, 
formed by a curious duplication of the main ridge. Look- 
ing up it westward, there is a fine profile view of the 
precipices of the Stou, the Seleniza, and other peaks. The 
next valley, the Boden Thai, is open and clear, from 
Bleiberg, with its numerous lead mines, situated at the 
entrance, to its head, closed by the precipices of the Ver- 
taca. A track ascends under these to the summit of the 
lateral ridge separating the Boden from the Baren Thai, 
and thence along the main ridge to the summit of the 
Stou, 7,326 feet above the sea — the highest peak of the 
western Karavanken. The easiest approach is made by 
this track. The other is by the head of the Baren Thai, 
but by both some laborious climbing among boulders and 
fjardll is necessary. The Baren Thai has scenic attractions 
far surpassing its sister valleys, with the advantage also of 
a very good inn at Windisch Feistritz — where, too, German 
is spoken. This picturesque little village, on the lower 
edge of the mountain slope, overloolcs the valley of the 
Brave, while the long line of the Satnitz plateau bounds 
the view to the north. Near the village ai'e the extensive 
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wire-drawing works of tlu' rouiit von Egger, The inlet 
to the valley is by a long, narrow, broken, and varied 
ravine, down which the Feistritz flows to join the Drave. 
At two hours from Wimlisch Feistritz a farmhouse called 
* Kraiioutz’ is reached, capable of affording tolerable head- 
quarters to an explorer of the valley ; but only Slovenic, 
or ‘ Kraineriscli,’ as the Grermans call it, is there to be 
heard. A little farther, near Senidar, the first view of the 
Stou is obtained ; but the fine effect of his precipitous face 
is much enhanced by taking a circuit to the little church 
— the only one in the valley — perched at a considerable 
height upon the slopes, and commanding the whole. A 
track leads from the church round the shoulders of the 
jMatschacher Vrh, and thence above the ravine by which 
the valley is entered, back to Windisch Feistritz. 

On the afternoon of the third day of our stay at 
Klagenfurt, the fussy little steaTuer on the Worther See 
carried us away westward. Here and there it called at a 
rough wooden jetty belonging to some peasant village. 
Xot a single villa, or house of any pretensions, adorned 
the shores of a lake as beautiful as many that tourists 
cro’svd to sec. A diligence, waiting at the farther end, con- 
veyed us to Villach, over high ground, showing well the 
long rolling range of the Karavanken, and, near Villach, 
the scene of the Turkish defeat, with the mass of the 
Dobratsch rising above it. 

A fine ruin, almost rivalling Heidelberg in its lengths of 
wall and rows of eyeless windows, overlooks the plain 
from among the wooded hills to the north, near the outlet 
of the Ossiacher See ; and, being nearly as much castle as 
mountain-mad, we marke<l it for an excursion the fol- 
lowing day. It is the * Landskron,’ belonging to another 
branch of the Khevenhiiller family; and had not the 
interior been destroved by fire some years ago, it would 
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have home comparison with Osterwitz. Steep alleys, 
through dense woods, lead to deserted grass-grown ter- 
races, whence the view is magnificent over the plain of 
Vdlach— perhaps it wto too magnificent on the day of the 
great Imttle, when all the fluctuations of the fight could 
1)0 traced along the banks of the Drave. The steeples of 
Villach quivered in the noontide heat some five miles 
away ; and southward, the abrupt defiant outlines of the 
Wiscliberg, Alangert, Spik, and Terglou, proud members 
of the Julian range, stretched along the horizon. 

lint our principal object just now lay farther to the 
west — not at Villach, but at the Villacher Alp, other- 
wise called the Dobratsch. This mountain has been so 
jrccjuently referred to in our pages that we hope it is not 
merely a harsh Sclavonic name to our readers. Command- 
ing the point of junction of the Drave and the Gail, and 
opposite the pass over the Carnic chain southward, it is the 
corner-stone of this portion of Carinthia. Once a year 
tlie Sclavonic population makes pilgrimage to the summit. 
Frau Klaus, of Auf der Plecken, had when a girl, upon one 
occasion, accompanied thither some of her Scl avonic ac- 
([uaintance, and her description of the ascent and the view, 
eomhined with our interest in the mountain, determined 
us to witness, if possible, a sunrise from its top. After 
spending the morning, therefore, at tlie ‘Landskron,’ we 
drove in the afternoon to the mining village of Bleiberg, 
at the back of the mountain. We ought to have reached 
this place in time to climb the Dobratsch — a matter of 
three hours, according to local calculation — before dark ; 
but the fiiscination of the ^Landskron,’ the sultry afternoon 
ascent of the Bleiberg, and the preparations necessary for 
spending a night on the mountain, l)ri>ught us to seven 
o’clock in the evening, before, with a guide, a lantern, and 
a hunch of caudles, we were ready <o start, let tile 
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mountain, a mass of rock and debris, towering before us, 
was still luminous in the western glow ; and the hut which 
was to furnish a night’s lodging seemed alnaost near, 
notched against the clear sky. Who could think of night, 
darkness, and difficulty, in the splendour of such a scene, 
and the glee of such an adventure ? 

Darkness, however, came down quick; but supposing 
that the path up a pilgrimage mountain could not fail to 
be a well-worn way, we made little of that matter, and 
‘ lighting up ’ in the middle of a thick wood, enjoyed the 
flitting glimmer among the tree stems, expecting soon to 
conquer the steepness, and find smooth walking on the 
alp. But above the wood was no grassy alp — only a 
frightful stony trough or gully, shooting down from top 
to bottom of the mountain, and the path became nothing 
but footsteps, set backward and forward along the loose 
gerdlly skirting ledges of rock, twisting upward in fact 
any way it could, towards a pale streak of snow above — 
just the awkwardest path possible for people to be taking 
by candlelight. The single lantern was handed to the 
hindmost, and the guide, lighting one of the candles, 
advanced in front, protecting it in the hollow of his hand. 
After a while we found ourselves abreast of the snow, 
shooting into nothingness below, at a pitch steeper than 
any house roof ; and while each one rested up and down, 
where he or she happened to stick, the guide scrambled 
sideways with the lantern for lumps of snow to suck. The 
stillness upon all the mountain side was wonderful. We 
might have been hanging on a ladder to the stars. At a 
vast depth below, there twinkled a few lights in the 
Bleiberg village, and far away, at a great height on the 
opposite mountains, here and there, like red sparks, shone 
the fires of shepherds. By-and-bye, a deeper blackness 
gathered in that quarter, and then a blaze of blue lightning 
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rose, now and again, into the sky, and every jagged rock at 
hand took sudden shape, and vanished. To our comfort the 
distant storm seemed to die away ; but quickly it flared 
out again, and thunder, rolling like a chariot over the 
dark Noric hills, sent through us a thrill of alarm. Every 
peal urged us onward; for the climb was now not only 
exhausting, but perilous. Presently a wind began to draw 
down from above — a welcome sign that the summit was 
not far distant. Unluckily it blew out the guide’s candle; 
no efforts could protect it ; and at last lantern and candle 
were blown out together. A little further on S be- 

came so distressed as seriously to alarm us all. We were 
climbing against time on account of the storm, but a halt 
was absolutely necessary, and to our great relief the black 
mass which was blotting out the stars northward edged 
away, and the thunder sounded more distantly. Another 
quarter of an hour, and the tinkling of a sheep-bell showed 
that the grassy alp was near. Even that was stony when 
we reached it, but the hut was now visible in the faint 
starlight, and at eleven o’clock, after four hours of toil 
and darkness, we reached the door. 

Fumbling for the latch, we entered, and the guide 
helping us up a ladder into a hay-loft, led into a small 
inner room, where six men lay asleep upon straw, all in a 
row. A stove in a corner sent out a stifling heat. A 
narrow bench ran round the walls, and upon a small table 
were the remains of a meal. It turned out that an 
engineer visiting the mines, the forest inspector, and two or 
three others, from Bleiberg, had arrived some hours before 
ourselves on the same errand, and it was their slumbers 
we had now so unexpectedly disturbed. In a few minutes 
the master of the hut, a most polite old fellow, appeared at 
the top of the ladder, and was soon sent down again to 
blow up a fire and boil water for tea ; among our equip- 
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iiients we had taken care to include a teapot. It did us 
all a world of ^i?ood, and then, before sluiring the straw with 
the rest of the company, we stepped out to look at the just 
risen moon, shining over the Ossiacher and the Wcirther 
lakes in the distance— a lovely sight. The storm had 
quite died away, and there was every promise for the 
sunrise. 

Exciteinent, fatigue, stove-heat, and more than all, 
fleas, (|uite prevented sleep ; and when the small window- 
panes began to redden with the stealthy light of dawn, we 
gladly said * good nun-ning * to each other as we rose from 
the straw. Those who first readied the outer door returned 
quickly to say the sight was too beautiful to lose. Indeed 
it was. The crimson glow in the east was as if that half 
of the globe had taken fire, while the moon, not yet paled, 
was still ruling in the west. In short time everybody was 
out upon the narrow ridge of the mountain, about five 
minutes above the hut. Familiar as we were with the 
vast apparent bulk of the Dobratsch, it was amazing to 
find it thinning off to this knife-like edge, almost as 
])recipitous on the one side as on the other; on the south 
especially, falling away from where we stood, in absolute 
walls of rock, fearful to look over. Here it was that the 
earthquake of 1348 had scooped out the bowels of the 
mountain, leaving it sheer and bare. Two small chapels 
occupy the ridge, the smallest of them planted on the 
western end, belonging to the Slovenes ; both impinging 
perilously upon the edges of the precipice. 

Is there any spectacle in this world comparable to a 
sunrise from a mountain top? We stood, a row of shiver- 
ing mortals, exclaiming that nothing could be more 
glorious — glorious for the mere colours, as in every clear 
sunrise, flung into the sky; glorious here for the landscape 
it illumintfited. The Julian Alps, bare Dolomite walls of 
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stone — as if creation had been arrested in its earliest 
stages — line the whole south, as seen from the Dobratsch. 
They were marvellous in the flush of the first half hour. 
Terglou, Spik, Prisinig, Mangert, Wischberg, Balitza 
Spitzen — all a-glow — the Mangert, immediately opposite, 
taking the chiefest place of honour ; the central, if not the 
loftiest member of the range. North and west, a glittering 
fringe of snow-points marked where the Gross Glockner 
and his fellows held sway among the Norics. Between 
these two opposite sources of attraction lay a world of 
mountain and valley, diversified by shining streams, or 
broad surfaces of lakes — a landscape which, during the 
last three years, we had crossed and re-crossed on many 
different lines. The course of the Drave went away mistily 
to the east, at the foot of the interminable Karavanken, 
and from beneath our feet the straight valley of the Gail 
cleft its course towards the west. The tops of the Wulfenia 
Alountain (the Gartner), Polinik, Kollin Kofel, and what 
else of the Carnic range, earl}^ caught the sunbeams in 
that direction, and Hermagor and the sparse Slovenic 
villages brightened cheerily as they shot along the valley. 
Jhit what is the use of a list of names upon the page, 
which to the reader can be little else than names? A 
panorama cannot be painted with the pen — very poorly 
with the pencil. 

After wizening with cold for an hour, we ran down to 
the hut for breakfast, rejoicing in having brought with us 
some portable soup ; and after a second visit to the summit, 
started at eight, when the day seemed already far advanced, 
along with the Bleiberg party, for the descent. By their 
advice we took a circuitous route, at least an hour longer 
than that by which we had ascended. It is altogether 
over the alp, and is easy walking, with magnificent 
views over the plain of Villach and course of the Drave. 
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On these accounts it is the one to be recommended, — 
perhaps also for anotlier reason still, that it passes over a 
natural strawberry bed in the woods, the most prolific 
we have ever seen. Everybody gathered handfuls, and 
many handfuls were poured into our ladies’ laps by the 
Bleiberg gentlemen, to whose courtesy and kindness we 
were all much indebted. 

We had intended to drive on to Hermagor that after- 
noon, but the conveyances promised were not forthcoming, 
and vre were not sorry to have nothing to do but go early 
to bed. The next morning wo were off in good time, 
reaching Hermagor at noon. 

Does the reader remember that, wlien we visited the 
Gail Thai two years ago, we left the upper Gail — the 
remote <and roadless Lessach Thai — unexplored ? We dis- 
cussed the matter one evening on the hills above Kbts- 
chach, after returning from Auf der Plecken, and in view 
of much other work in hand, agreed to leave that end of 
the valley to some other explorer, with the warning, how- 
ever, that after all we might be beforehand with him. 
We were now about to justify that warning. The Lessach 
Thai was our next object; and it is one of the dropped 
threads that this chapter must pick up. 

But once more in the Gail Thai, and under the Gartner 
Kogel, we could not resist paying a final visit to the 
WvlfenUi beds. The Churchills had this year gone direct 
from England to Hermagor, and on the 26th of June saw 
for the first time the plant in abundant bloom on the 
Watschacher Alp, subsequently visiting its other site, the 
Kiihwege. It was now far too late for any flowera, but 
Churchill and I arranged to give a day to an excursion 
which should include both alps, ascending by the Kiihwege 
on the eastern side of the Gartner, crossing over the 
mountaitl near its summit, and descending by the Wat- 
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schacher. These two alps form two opposite spurs of the 
mountain ; upon these two alone the Wulfenia grows, and 
upon the northern slope of each only ; so that the plant 
(capricious thing !) is not only particular about its moun- 
tain, but particular about its place thereon. 

To me the Gartner was new ground ; I need not repeat 
the details of the ascent, which have been already given. 
It took us three hours to reach the Kiihwege — the eastern 
spur. We sat down at one of the few springs on the 
mountain. ‘Are we near the Wulfenia? ’ said I. ‘It is 
close behind you,’ replied my friend. Starting up hatless 
in my haste, a dozen steps brought me into the midst of its 
rank luxuriance, covering the ground like — large lettuces, 
shall I say ? or like a thick bed of strawberries ? — any way, 
triumphantly spreading itself over acres of soil, and defying 
apparently all the laws of extinction. It is still better 
seen on the Watschacher, the western spur. Climbing the 
steep col, noticing on the way the gradual disappearance 
of the plant, which seems jiot to grow below 5,000 nor 
much above 6,000 feet of elevation, and enjoying the 
splendid prospect on the Italian side, over a heaving sea 
of mountains, we descended upon this western spur, where 
the Wulfenia covers several rocky terraces with its* vivid 
green, and where, in the pride of its bloom, the effect 

must be charming. It was near these terraces that A , 

a month earlier, made a careful drawing of the plant. Any 
one visiting the mountain had better take it as we did on 
this occasion, ascending on the eastern, and descending on 
the western side, to the village of Watschig, where, if he 
chooses, a car from Hermagor, five miles distant, may be 
appointed to meet him. 

Ilerr Gelbfuss was at Hermagor, and his account of the 
path through the Lessach Thai, crossing, as he said, sixty 
‘ Oraben,’ together with the heat of the present season, 
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rather daunted S- and A , and instead of con- 

tinuing up the Gail Thai, we crossed over by the Gitsch 
Thai and the AVt*issensee— old ground— to the Drave at 
Greifenburg, n‘aching Lienz the next morning. The plan 
was for Churchill and myself to cross over the Lienz 
Dolomites alone, dropping down upon the middle of the 
Lessach Thai at Sta. Maria Lukau, and rejoining our wives 
in a day or two at Innichen in the Puster Thai. 

These Lienz Dolomites were the first specimens we 
ever saw of the mountains that have cost us so many tours. 
They looked as imposing now as ever. Apart from the 
main Dolomitic field, they form the w^estern end of a range 
in itself separate and singular, dividing the Drave from 
the Gail, and terminating eastward in the Dobratscli. 
The Reiss Kofel, midway, is also Dolomite, but the 
is at this Lienz end. See it towering in the purple twi- 
light as you come up from Oher Drauburg, and confess 
the grandeur of Dolomite. An honest, cheery fellow from 
Leisach, three miles from Lienz, accompanied us, as, early 
one morning, we crossed the Drave near that village, and 
assailed the western flank of these mountains. The path 
is familiar to the people of Leisach, for it leads to the 
Kirscfibaumer Alp, their summer grazing-ground. Do not 
expect to find cherries there ; it is named, not after a tree, 
but a man. There was the inevitable climb of three or 
four hours through all the sternness of an Alpine forest, 
and under dead walls of rock — upward, upward, through 
the cleft where a stream dashed down, till the alp expanse 
was reached, with its one low hut, where the lad in charge 
supplied us with a pail of milk, and two wooden spoons to 
skim off the cream. Botanists know this alp as well as 
herdsmen, but it was too late in the season for any speci- 
mens of Ranunculus parnassifolivs, or the other rare 
plants tlris locality has the credit of possessing. Another 
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hour put us on the summit ridge, a smooth, innocent 
surface of Hhal(3 on this still day, but the very playground 
of the storm. 

Northward lay distant Noric peaks, and the near Dolo- 
mitic masses, savage in repose. Southward was the more 
striking scene, not into the Lessach Thai — that was too 
deep a crack — but over it, to the Carnic range, where the 
Kollin Kofel justified the importance recently assigned to 
it.* The view was narrowed, however, by a mighty shape, 
apparently not Dolomitic, projecting on the left, and 
forming the eastern side of the short lateral valley de- 
scending into the Lessach Thai. This valley we must gain. 
Our guide, not so much at home on this side as on the other, 
warned us to expect something, but no warning could pre- 
pare us for the strange and wonderful descent through a rift 
that had torn its way downward, from top to bottom of the 
mountain. Falling from depth to depth, and closing with 
relentless grip, it soon shoved the path — if path it might 
be called — into the bed of the frantic stream, which, 
fighting with the rocks, had forced many a curious passage 
tlirough them. Through these we also had to squeeze, 
and it cost nearly two hours of scrambling before, wet. and 
battered, we reached the bottom of the trough. Looking 
upward, no one would suppose that deep and jagged cleft 
could ever serve as staircase to the alp. Every peasant 
of the valley, when he found we had crossed the Kirsch- 
baumer, had a shrug and a smile for the ‘ Graben.’ 

The licssach Thai opened with great loveliness w^hcn we 
readied, an hour or two below the ‘ Graben,’ the shoulder 
of the last hill. Farm-houses on every knoll, yellow 
harvest patches, green meadows, woods, interlacing hills, 
and a village spire or two, formed a picture of sequestered 
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rural beauty. Sri'lnded enoujijl), yeograj)ldfaIly, the ward, 
of a road has made it more so. Footpaths along its 
steep slopes afford the only eommunication from village 
to village, and tl:e numerous ravim^s that score the slopes 
cause many tedious circuits in the paths. The people are 
reported to be very simple in tlieir manners, and re- 
markable for great ^ religiosity,’ which may Ixj partly due 
to their possessing a famous slirine, that of Santa JNIaria 
liukau, visited by pilgrims from Tyrol and Italy, as well 
as all parts of Kiirnten. A monastery is attaeluHl to the 
shrine, and the story tcdd of the origin of so remote a 
place of pilgrimage is as follows - 

^In the year lol3, a poor but (lud-fea ring woman of the 
neighbourhood, slumbering in a field of wheat, was in- 
structed by a vision to build on that spot a church in 
honour of the Queen of heaven. To test the reality of 
the commission, she placed a lighted candle in the middle 
of the field. “ If,” said she, ‘^during three days and nights 
the candle is not extinguishetl in the strong alp wind, the 
will of God will be declared.” The proof was granted, and 
Helen — that was her name — procuring a small picture of 
the Virgin, begged with it from house to house*. (Jontri- 
hutions were slowly collected, and at last, not without 
strong opposition from the owner of the field, a wooden 
chapel was erected on the designfited spot, and received a 
wooden statue of the Virgin. The report of the good 
deed drew so many worshijjpers to the humble building, 
that in two years the means were forthcoming for a larger 
church, which was completed and consecrated by the 
Bishop of A(|uileia, in lo62. Eighty years later, a 
monastery for Franciscan monks was tTected. It was 
subsequently transferred to lay brethren, but in 1640 a 
fire destroyed both the roof and the bells, a,nd the present 
building is due to tlie munilicence of (’ardinni Christo- 
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])h(‘r, ('omit of Widmann. The princely family of Porzia, 
to wiioin imieh of the (iail Thai belonf^s, haw always 
patron is(^(l tluj shrine, and the church became noted for 
th(i richiK'ss and value of its gold oriiarfients, which, in 
the trouliled time of 1809 , were removed to a place of 
oT(*ater saiety.’ 

AVh(‘re thenj is a shrine there will also be inns, and the 
place has become the most important in the valley. It 
happened that W(‘ arrived on the eve of the great Festa, 
extending over several days ; but we were fortunately aide 
to secaire a good room in the principal inn, belonging to 
thti ‘ (jiiggenburgers,’ people of some condition. Their 
arms, and a sketch of tlui family history, from which it 
app(*ari‘d that some few centuries ago they had migrated 
from Jiavaria, hung upon the wall. Busy preparations for 
tlui fete wercj in progress ; and of the three beds in our 
room, one Avas a receptacle pro iera. for church decora- 
tions, wreiitlis, cross<*s, and ribbons, making a gorgeous 
display. 

The mountain-paths were full of peojile, and every 
vacant space about the village. Among the groups the 
([ueerest cM)stumes aboundinl, raked up out of holes and 
corners, where thc^ fashions had not changed for the 
last five* Iiundred years - the oddities themselves that wore 
them seeming all unconscious of their antique guise, 
thougli one could almost fancy some of the younger men 
felt a trifle sheepish in their greatgrandfather’s garments. 
The old Tyrolese costume prevailed, but with nothing of 
the opera-like smartness one has seen in Tyrol Proper, 
and there was a dullness of expression which obliged one 
to confess that mind as well as things might be ratlier 
stagnant in the valley. 

‘ The Kloster ’ is a good-sized building, with ranges of 


K R 2 



500 


TIIK DOLOMITK MOUNTAINS. 


clieerfiil windows fiieiiig the s«>uth. Its garden walls en- 
close the small gothic church and churchyard, entered by 
a pictiires({ue gateway. It was too dark that evening to 
judge of the inferior, and in the morning there was too 
great a crowd. The whole occupies, with tlie village, 
a kind of terrace on the side of the valley,, with a 
pleasant view up and down, and opposite, where an 
opening showed a rocky ‘cirque’ like those in the 
Pyrenees. This last was the only striking piece of scenery, 
and successive openings of the same kind southward 
arc the chief characteristics of tlie valley. The higher 
mountains, whether to the south or north, are seldom 
A’isible, and so far our expectations of the scenery vere 
disappointed. 

The Guggenbiirgers — father, mother, son, and daughter 
— appeared successively at our breakfast -table in the morn 
ing ; indeed, some one of them duteously sat by at every 
meal. The masses in church began fit five, and were 
continued every hour till nine, the foinily, their guests, 
and servants, attending one or the other, as most con- 
venient ; and no doubt, on such a busy morning, our early 
departure was not regretted. 

Our course lay westward, straight up the valley, the 
scenery gradually losing its embosomed character, find 
becoming bleak and open, with still here and there a 
striking glimpse southward of dark and snow- flecked 
ranges — the backbone of the Carnic Alps. Companies of 
pilgrims from Tyrol met us from time to time, filling the 
way with a murmur of prayers; the large village of 
Tilliach was full of them. The Gail, which above Lukau 
had run sparkling among bushes and round bluffs, was 
now shrunk to a brook in the open field — now it was 
a single runnel, — now an oozing from the grass. We 
hfid readied the Sfiurcc. Then a marshy mcfidow swept 
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from side to side of the shallow pass, and we stood upon 
the dividinj»* ridge, where, right before us, lay the Puster- 
thal ; and the Kiimten country ended. 

One last word upon its history. The Lessach Thai is » 
said to be at present exclusively occupied by Germans; 
but the names of some of its villages, such as Tilliaeh, and 
tliat of tlie Kartisch Thai beyond, indicate the former ex- 
istence of a Sclavonic population. And there is evidence 
that, not only in this valley, but through the whole of the 
Pusterthal as far as the Brenner, Sclavonic laws, customs, 
jind language prevjiiled from about the seventh century, 
A.i). until the time of the Emperor Maximilian, when 
German manners and institutions gained the upper hand. 

A few scattered Sclavonic names about. Lienz and the 
Pusterthal, confirm the historical evidence. One of the 
Lienz Dolomites has the name of ‘ Kudriik ; ’ Ddlsach, 
Amlach, and Tristach, are the names of villages near 
Lienz; Liesach lies wcKst of it, and Keischach to the south 
of Bruiiecken. These are all Sclavonic names. 

The descent into Tyrol through the Kartisch Thai was 
full of landscape beauty, the distant view stretching along 
the Pusterthal, and the ruined towers of a castle near 
Silliaii marking the junction of the Kartisch with that 
larger valley. The last part of the descent was rapid 
enough, and then the bridle-path ended in the broad high 
road. Parting from our Tyrolese guide at Sillian we took 

carriage for Iiinichen, where S and A had arrived 

that day from Lienz. They had been left in charge of our 
old friend Amman ; years had gone by since, on this road, 
spruce and gay, he drove us Botzenwards, — years had 
dimmed the spruceness and damped the gaiety. Things 
were not well with the poor man; and now his son, a 
gentlemanly lad, took his place upon the box behind but 
one sorry representative of the pair of steeds that used to 
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rattle out of Lienz. No doubt seviai years had tolil their 
tale also with his ‘vier Eu^liinder.’ 

I fad St ‘V't*u years, or seventy times s(‘Vi*n, wrought any 
ohaiigt* upon the spiry crest of the Drei Schuster? Doubt- 
less none. Whatever wear and tear had seamed its sides or 
seoo}K‘d the dtUnds at its foot, that sharj) proud shap(i still 
cut the sky as in eimturies goni‘. The valley of Sexten 
pushing round this mountain on tlie east, and skirting the 
eastern side of the Tyrol Dolomite region, as that of the 
Eisaeh does the western, was the in^xt of our dropped 
thr€‘ads. 

After a Sunday at Inniehen, passeil in the deafening 
noise of tlie minst(‘r, monastery, and ]»arish church l)'‘lls 
all the morning, and of rifle practice all th(‘ afternoon, we 
gladly left the Festa-crowded village in th(‘ fresh of the 
following day. The (’iitraiiet^ to thc^ S(‘xten is eoneealed 
hy the tongue of that low wooded IiilJ — itself nothing else 
than tluj sulisidiiig end of tlui great (^iriiie range — upon 
wliicli stood the Koinan city of Aguutum, keejnng its out- 
look upon the Pusterlhal. Th(‘ spot has been (lcscril)ed in 
our sixth chapter. A pheasant road winds np\vard by tin* 
stream that descends from Sexten, and j)asses, buried in a 
depth of woods to the right, a bath-house, ^ Wild Ikad,* 
which we did not visit. Soon after, a footpath leads across 
charming mcjidows set alxjut with ‘ parky ' clumps of tn'cs — 
a sliort cut t(» Sexteri^ — and liere tlie Scliustcu*, from crown 
to base, comes royally into view — a very picture of a moun- 
tain — the Queen of tin; Dolomites, one sJiould say, from its 
slender symmetry, did not its ugly (icrmaii name compel 
one to call it rather tlie King of the ‘ Cobblers.’ An hour 
further is the village of Sexten in an open, blitlie, Alpine- 
looking valley. Two or three inns afford choice of accom- 
modation ; ours, tlie one nearest to the ohiircli, though 
rough below, has two comfortable little rooms above. 
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'fhe flanks of tlio Schuster rise immediately above the 
village; to the; w(;st, but iu a merely rugged characterless 
wall. TIk; uiioxpectcjd grandeur of the Sexten valley is 
due; to a range of Dolomites now coming first into sight, 
which, we are inclined to say, beats everything dolomitic 
ill our experience. They stand in line with the Schuster, 
and belong, as the map will show, to the Auronzo block of 
mountains. A short lateral valley — the Fischelein Thai — 
breaks away into the heart of them from Sexten. At the 
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MP-ar corner stands the Schuster, at the farther, Monte 
Popera, and in the midst, the Zwolfe Spitzen point their 
fingers skywards. These two— the Popera and Zwolfe 
SpitzCn rule the scene with an Arctic, haggard grandeur, 
that, once beheld, will never be forgotten. Pain, snow, 
and biting wind, .a funere.al blackness alterniiting with 
glares of sunshine, gave to this scenery its wildest aspect, 
while we, storm-bound, rem.ained at Sexten ; but in the 
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peacefullest sunshine such shapes can never lose their 
native savagery ; and it is for this particular quality we 
would rank them so highly among their Dolomite brethren. 

The wild weather prevented any excursion. A path over 
to Auronzo, another, striking westward by the side of the 
Schuster, and eventually under the Drei Zinnen to Landro 
on the Ampezzo road, and a track encircling the entiie 
mass of the Zwblfe Spitzen, would each be worth exploring 
for anyone with a mountain passion; while, should he juld 
to this the zest of a botanist, Herr Grander, the * Co-operator ’ 
of the village, can lead him to spots where some of the 
rarest specimens of the Tyrol flora may be found. From 
accidental circumstances, there is a curiiuis link betwe<iii 
this Sexten village and the Roman Catholic African missions. 
A tablet in the church records the name of a clerical brother 
who left this village on a mission to Central Africa, and 
perished a few years ago at Khartum ; and Herr (jaiuler 
sends specimens of his Alpine flora to ch(»er the hearts of 
some Tyrolean members of the mission still labouring in 
Egypt. The Sexten Bad, a small rough place at the 
entrance of the Fischelein Thai, might offer tolerable 
accommodation in summer. 

After four days’ delay at Sexten we crosscjd the low pass, 
the Kreuzberg, which separates the Tyrol valley from the 
Italian district of Comelico. It is a char road, six hours 
to drive, climbing and descending all the way at the back 
of the Auronzo Dolomites on the west — the low bare hills 
on the east giving no token of the (>arnic range in that 
direction. A solitary inn, the Mauth-haus, tlujugh no 
longer a ^ Mauth,’ marks the summit, and the descent is 
very fine into populous Comelico, where, in consequence 
of recent fires among the villages, they have rebuilt the 
houses in a scattered uncomfortable way along the ridges 
of the hills. As usual, the change from a German to an 
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Italian population is not at first sight to the advantage of 
the latter, though when you taste their fine white bread 
you may acknowledge that the Italian after all knows a 
thing or two better than his neighbours. 

If the reader has any notion of our whereabouts, he will 
know that our road comes down at St. Stefano upon the 
route by which the previous year we crossed from the 
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Tagliamento country to that of Cadore, and he will not 
expect us to describe old ground. Yet upon that occasion 
the low clouds, and pouring rain so much obscured the 
scenery, tluit, to us, the present afternoon drive through 
the magnificent gorge of the Piave under Monte Cornon 
was almost new. Then came tht* opening into the Auronzo 
valley ; and then, following the Piave southward, the ridge 
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of Cadore caino in sight. It was dusk as we passed througli 
the IMazx of the little town, which the old robed Titian on 
the to\v('r seems to claim as his own. A mile b(‘yond we 
pulled up at Tai (\xdore on the liigh road, at tlie inn of 
Giovanni Tommas. 

The coarse plastia* floors and rude furniture, landings 
tilled with fltuir sacks, the noise and hiistle of a place where 
all the teamsters of the Ampezzo l>ait their horses or 
stable thetn for the night, filled us at first with n^gret for 
snug and cleanly Sexteii ; but the splendour of tin* scenery 
made amends, and after nearly a fortnight’s stay, we were 
quite reconciled to our quarters, which the people did all 
they could to render tolerabhs It was at this time that 
‘■Titians country’ became thoroughly known to us. As 
much pro])ably as most readers will can* to know, has been 
told in tin* fifteenth chapter. The weatlua* had settled into 
autumn stillness, a glorious moon illiiminat('d onr nights; 
i*vcry footpath brought us to some new point of view, and 
(’adore dwells in our iiKanories, a picture riehly framed. 

The view from the Castle hill has been already described. 

I will mention two other j)oints that will well repay tin* 
climh reijiiired. Opposite the inn is a hill covered with 
Wood, rising towards the western end to a lofty crag. This 
is Monte Zueco. Along the ridge are striking views down 
to JVuvirolo and upward towards Cadore ; but from the final 
<a'ag a noble prospect is disphiyetl uf» tluj course of the 
Hoita which glistens at a vast depth Ixilow. Tlie (*ye is led 
along the valley, bounded by the Autela(» on the right, to 
the overshadowing bulk of the Pehno, to which all the 
scene is subject. The second view is thorouglily panoramic, 
and requires a steeper and a longer clind). Opposite Monte 
Ziicco, between it and the Antelao, shines in air a small 
white chapel : that is St. Dionigi. Perha]>s three hours 
from Tai through the village of Nebiii will put you on the 
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narrow Kuniniit. Tlie swe(^p of view, west, south, and east, 
is lungnitianit. It is filled with jagged forms that you will 
soon reeognise as })elonging to the Dolomite family, and 
(‘sp(*cijilly in tlie east, wliere a line of very cdiaracteristic 
jn’guill(?s marks the last range of Dolomites in that direc- 
tion. The hill is a spur of tin; Antelao, which frowns 
darkly on the north. 

OiK* S(*ction of tji(* Tyrol Dolomite group had all along 
escaped us. It is that abutting upon the Piisterthal between 
the exit (»f tlie Anip(*zzo road and the; mouth of the Gader 
'riial. Nearly in tin* midst is a mountain bath-house, like 
th(ise of h*atz<‘s and Sexhai, hut of older date tlian eitlier. 
This is Ih-ags (])ronounced M^rax ’), fora knowledge of 
which wi; w(‘re imhdited to tlu; Sext(*n cure, and during our 
stay at ('adore th(» (^hurchills, availing themselves of the 
diligtmee running every other day through tlie Amp(‘ZZO, 
made an excursion to visit it. 

They (h'seribe the hath-honse as standing on a pleasant 
ojKMi alj), an hour's drive frdm Niederndorf, in tin* Pnster- 
tlial. AfttT ])enetratiiig for some distance southwards u]> 
tin; lat(*ral valhy if forks into two ; one branch, the Inner 
Ilrags 'I'lial, continuing sontlierl}", and the other, the 
Aiiss('r Brags Thai, turning south-west and west. The old 
establishment is in a corner of the former valley, sheltered 
from cold winds by the precipitous sides of the Had Kogel, 
whili* the fine pt‘aks of the Diirenstein and Geiselsteiii — 
tlie latter our blood-stained ^ Mount of sacrifice’ — shut in 
the view tow«ar(ls the south, yet leaving abundant space for 
sky and sunshine, a wide expanse of velvet slopes, and 
tracts of forest. A narrow outlet between these leads into 
tlu; Ampozzo route, about half-way between Landro and the 
Peiitelstein Schloss. Far-reaching views are not to be 
looked for in a basin like this, yet noble prospects are 
attainable if its walls be climbed. From the Flodinger 
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ridge, a branch of the Diireustein, the eye overlooks a long 
reach of tlie Landro road, and sees, close opposite, the lofty 
rock-masses that separate that road from the Sexten Thai, 
the peaks of the Schuster rising into view behind. To the 
south the Drei Zinnen and other wild-looking peaks of the 
Auronzo valley, and even the Mannarolo, are visible. If 
an excursion be made to the Ausser Brags, a noble view is 
presented there of the massive square-edged wall of tlui 
See Kogel, impending over a small lake, and rising to a 
height of 9,200 feet. Its upper beds belong to the Jura 
formation, and are stained with red, as are portions of many 
of the neighbouring peaks. Its dark grey form, as seen 
from Cortina, when backtHi by storm clouds, looks inarvc'l- 
lously like a gigantic elephant uprearing itself. The Hers- 
tein portion of thti mass which separates the two valleys, 
t'llso shows some tine bosses above the lake. From this 
point the valley under another name turns westward, and 
leads up to the Col dai Latsch, ovtudooking the upper 
Enneberg, a branch of the (iader Thai. Not far from the 
lake is the small village of St. Veit, in wliich is a more 
modern bath-house of a humbler character. Many Botzen 
people regidarly visit the ohler establishment ; among 
others, Baron llausmann, the autlior of a ‘ Flora of Tyrol.' 
Patients come also from Cortina and villages more to the 
south on the Ampezzo road. The newer part of the build- 
ing is of wood ; the bedrooms are small, but clean and 
comfortable, and tlu*. Saal will dine a large; number. A 
good dinner is served at 11. .‘50 a.m., and supper — another 
dinner — at 7.30 p.m. The people of the place can be re- 
commended for their civility, attention, and moderate 
charges. Among these Brags mountains, the rare fern, 
Woo(hia glabella^ has been lately found — its first Tyrol 
locality.^ Hitherto it had been known only as an Arctic 
and North American plant. 
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Oiir Dolomite tours are winding up. One glance at the 
Val di Zoldo, lying over the ridge there, south of Cadore — 
one more peep at Primiero, w’hose far-off peaks can be seen 
faint in the west from the Dionigi chapel — and our work 
will be done. 

On Friday tiie 4th of September, disencumbered of 
baggage, which went southwards by diligence, and once 
more on foot, with a Cadore man for guide and porter, we 
struck off the high road at Valle, across the deep Boita, by 
a single-arched foot-bridge ; and ascending by the village 
of Cibiana, and a long verdant scoop in the hills, reached 
in about four hours the ridge which gave the last view of 
Cadore, and the first of the mountains of the Val di Zoldo. 
They are those which, stretching from the Civita south- 
ward, form the eastern rim of the basin of Agordo ; our 
present point of view was entirely new, but the haze of a 
sunny day reduced them to shapes of mist. A long 
descent, becoming rich and broken at the bottom, brought 
us to romantic Forno, the chief Zoldo village. One glance 
there was of the Pelmo, on this southern side of him, up 
the glen which, on one of its steeps, holds the little village 
of Zoppe, boasting a Titian picture; and down in Forno, 
which we reached when evening had cast it into shade, a 
crimson light wiis reflected from some lofty tiers of 
Dolomitic rock that guard the narrow outlet of the valley. 

* T have seen you at Caprile ! ’ cried a shrill voice from 
the top of a garden-wall not far from Forno. The greeting 
came from a lively old lady, with a smiling girl at her side, 
soon recognised as a (laughter of our kind friend Signora 
Pezze. vShe no longer smiled when we confessed that 
Caprile this time was out of our route. We had hoped the 
good signora would never know that we had been ^vithin 
a day’s journey of her houses and now could only send all 
nianncu* of messages, and «n promise of a letter from Belluno. 
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TJie inn at Forno is a dark old house, in a str(‘(‘t so narrow 
you shake hands across it, or pluck from your 

window the flowers in the pots over tlu' way. Tlie kitchen 
is the hall of entranci*; a wood fire slumhera on tlie hearth 
in tlie middle of the floor, and a heneh is carried round the 
iifrimy walls ludiind. The spare waverin<^ figure of Signor 
(Vrcena, the owner, rose to welcome us as we entered, and, 
with abundance (^f apoloj^y ami depreciation of liis poor 
means, ushered us into two dark chambers above, whosi^ 
floors, one should say, had nevt‘r known a scru\)hin<>’-\jrush. 
Yet the beds and furniture were of an anti([ue, solid i»()od- 
ne&s, and we could not liiirt the ft^elinos of the ])o()r man 
by asking fora broom. A good supper -or dinner as it 
was to us — was serv(*d, aft(T a couple of hours of busy pre- 
paration, ill a long and narrow corridor, when*, in the 
feeblest illumination, tin* old man flitted about, liki* a 
gliost of other days. That over, raising a tem])orarv floor 
of chairs round the enormous beds, w(* were not long in 
climbing into them. • 

8uch is tlie kind of accommodation at Forno. Wen* it 
better, the scenery of the place might temjit anyone to 
remain for a few days to explore the path to Agordo over 
the Pramper (u birge ; to scramble up to Zoppi* ami test 
the genuineness of its Titian, or toiicli tluj base of the 
Pelmo ill that direction ; or, last not least, to wamh*r nji 
and (havii the Val di Zoldo itsidf. Its upper (*iid wo had 
seen last year when wo crossed tlie (.'ol Dai ; now we took 
the first of the morning to descend its low(*r reaches. 
These form one almost continuous gorge* of ten miles; 
trains of mules ladciii with iron to and from the rude 
forges of Forno keep it alive wi^Ji traffic, or it would he 
solitary enough. The inamifacture of nails is the business 
of the yalley. 

At Long^irom* th(‘re is the high road again, ami a two 
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Ijours’ drive brings us to lielluno. This city, so rarely 
visited l)y tourists, stands in a Inroad valley, rich with 
orchards and bowery lanes, bright with farms and white- 
walled villas— a graceful, grateful region, bounded south- 
ward by soft hills, like English downs ; guarded northward 
by an illimitable range of Tyrol’s proudest mountains. 

Pri micro lies shut in amongst them, under the glowing 
west; and, after two days at Belluno, we drove eighteen 
miles down the spacious Val di ]\Iel to Feltre, as the 
readiest pbure of entrance to that difficult spot. Feltre, 
wliere we slept, is a strange old town, desolate upon a bill, 
l)ecause deserted by the road, upon which, at the hill-foot, 
a new town has gathered. Eight miles further is Fonzaso, 
a village at the mouth of the glen, through which the 
Pismone has cut its way from Primiero. 

For a third of the distance, the walk up tliat glen — 
helping two ovorlojided donkeys along the stony unde- 
fended path, expecting on(‘ or the other every moment to 
roll down headlong — was tedious enough ; the sun hot, tlie 
landscape drear3% But the landsca})e rose into grandeur, 
tlui heat moderated, the path became smooth(‘r, the donktivs 
bore their loads better. A s(»litary Osteria, in the depth 
of thi^ gorge,* supplied coffee and bread, and soon after, 
the valley of Primiero opened to the right, and the pleasant 

* III this jror^o Churchill pathori-d some hpi-cimons of that rare* ft*rn, .U- 
■phniHin (Arrojjft r/fi) wliich, first detected hy Uartliii" in IS-UI, lay 

niikiiowii ill an Iierhariuni until other speeiinens Mere, in ISoo, found hy 
Soolos, and named after him hy hi> friend Leyhold. It i^ figured at 
j>. 318, in the vol. for 1855, of the Ratishon ‘llotanische /eitiin*^' Since its 
discovery it- has heeii found in four distinct localities, not very remoti* from 
each other, aiuon^ the lloloiuites of South Tyrol. The p:orjj:e of rrimim-o 
will add one to the localities already known. Its neare^t allies are 
A.'iplciunni Stpinitrinnalc ami (iermanicifm. It ]>eeps »)nt of narrow chinks 
of rock, from whicJi its extraction in an entire state is rjither difiioult. Sir 
Win. Hooker, in the third volume of his Sptvha FHicinn, designate** it as 
‘assuredly the rarest ami im>sf eiivuiuscrihed iu locality of any known 
Kuropean fern.' 
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evening saw us threading its villages, one by one, till dusk 
fell upon us entering Primiero itself. Donkeys and all, 
we footed it softly through the silent street. Bonetti (the 
other Bonetti) received us right gladly to his comfortable 
inn: and the postmaster, five minutes after, rushing in 
with a packet of letters, crowned the welcome in a torrent 
of German, Italian, and French. 

Six days of sweet, unclouded sunshine we spent at Pri- 
miero; learnt all its secrets; climbed every hill-side. How 
attentive was Bonetti, how active Sartori, how polite the 
Burgomeister, how courteous the Count, we have no room 
to relate ; but when our caravan filed out of Primiero again, 
it was wth the recollection of a happy week. An after- 
noon walk of four hours took us to Canale St. Bovo, to 
sleep at a small inn there, breaking in that way the long 
journey to Borgo, in the Val Sngana. Next day, winding 
skywards, high on a mountain-side, the Primiero valley 
slid softly into sight beneath, asking for one more adieu. 
The castle of Pietra shone, a white speck, upon its rock ; the 
grey Dolomites — the last we were to see — stood in clear 
array behind ; then the path turned round a green shoulder, 
Primiero disappeared, and the Dolomites were gone ! 

We dined on the alp in a hut which its owners were 
that day closing for the season. In the afternoon we 
reached the almost Spanish-looking valley of Tesino, a 
scene, it might be, among the stony ^ Sierras.’ At the 
village, Pieve, there was a road, but no vehicle, and we 
were fain to walk five or six miles farther; descending 
into the splendid scenery of the Val Sugana, and dropping 
at last by an extraordinary staircase almost a quarter of a 
mile deep, into Strigno. 

There was just light enough to see Borgo over the 
mnlbejrry and walnut trees, distant another hour. Not 
another step could be got out of S and A ; not a 
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carriage could be had at Strigno. ‘ Will you ride upon a 
carro ? ’ cried a friendly by-stander. ‘ A carro ! what is 
that?’ said we: ‘a Qarretta?’ *No,’ said our friend, 
laughing. ‘A carrettina? ’ ‘ No, no ! ’ and he laughed the 
jnore. ‘ You had better come and see.’ The carro stood 
in the street — a dray with no bottom to it, an open raft 
in fact, laden with half-a-dozen flour-sacks. ‘ Will you 

mount upon the sficks?’ ‘Certainly,’ said S and 

^ - ; and in a few minutes we were all holding on for 

hare life, as three stout horses clattered down the rough 
road out of Strigno into darkness. Yes, into darkness! 
Our story is ended. From the top of the flour-sacks we 
wave to our readers a last farewell. • 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DOLOMITE DISTRICTS. 

Moflorn Conception of the Structure of the Alps — Position of 
the South-Eastern Limestone Zone — Its four included Groups — 
Keliof of the Western Dolomite District — Its two great intersecting 
Itidges — Its four radiating Valleys — Porphyry Plateau — Tuff Platr^au 
-Dolomite Plateau— Relief of the Carnian District— Its Lines of 
Depression — Its Series of Basins — The Canal Socchieve — The Sauris 
Basin — Relief of the Ampezzo District — List of its intersecting Lines 
of Elevation and Depression — Features of the Julian Alps and Kara- 
wanken— Geology (»f the Western Dolomite District— Richthofen's 
Work-Table of Trias Beds of South-Eastern Tyrol -llistorical- 
Topograjdiical Description of them — Features of the extinct Craters 
of the Upp<*rFassa and Predazzo — ^Richthofen’s Coral-Reef Theory 
of the Origin of the Western Dolomites — Origin of Dolomite as a 
Mineral— -Biography of M. Dolomieu. 

We propose to bring together in this chapter a few obser- 
vations upon the Physical features of the country traversed 
in our excursions. Without any intention of offering 
original information, we think that clearness of view is 
best consulted by this mode of presentation, and our 
narrative is left unburdened by what might often prove 
to be incongruous. The material thus offered for the 
reader’s consideration will, we believe, be welcomed by 
many as a needful complement to the succession of 
pictures afforded by our narrative. 

Before, however, asking attention to the special features 
of the Dolomite regions of the Alps visited by us, it seems 
lesirable first to point out its position in the general 
system of which it forms no inconspicuous a portion. 
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What are its neighbours, and how does it stand related to 
them ? 

The time has long gone by when the Alps were repre- 
sented as one great chain of mountains stretching in a vast 
sweep from Nice to Vienna ; but if we abandon the con- 
ception of a chain, and substitute for it that of a zone or 
^ belt ’ of mountain land, there is truth in the representa- 
tion. The conception of a chain receives an apparent 
support from the vision of the long line of peaks that 
reward a spectator when he ascends some well-posted out- 
lier either on tlie north or south side. Further observation 
shows this to be an illusion of perspective in the case of the 
Alps ; in the Pyrenees, on the other hand, as seen from 
Toulouse or from Pan, tlie illusion is much closer to the 
reality, that range being much more simple in its formation. 

Another view, put forth at a later date, presented the 
Alps as consisting of a central chain, flanked by a lateral 
one on the north, and another on the south. It appealed 
for justification to the Eastern Alps, where a greater 
regularity is observable among the mountain masses. But 
it had no root in geology, and was sure, sooner or later, 
to be proved inapplicable to the entire Alpine zone. 

The later researches of the Swiss and Austrian geologists 
have provided the geographer with the truer conception of 
the Alps as a great system of ‘ Mountain Groups, ‘ Mas- 
sivesy or ‘ GebirgstockeJ^ Each ‘ Group’ is characterised by a 
crystalline nucleus of some form of granite, which is over- 
laid to a greater or less extent by schistous or slate rocks, 
constituting an oval with a long or a short axis. A band 
of sedimentary rocks, (limestones, sandstones, shales, or 
marls) surrounds this schistous covering, and isolates the 
^ Group ’ more or less completely from its neighbours. In 
or near the middle portion of these ovals or ellipsoids rise 
up tho highest peaks of the ^ Group,’ sheltering between 
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them the glacier mafises, and from these peaks, — ridges, and 
valleys run out as radii in the direction of the circum- 
fi‘rence of the ellipsoid. This is the ideal t3^e — where the 
orographic features happen to harmonise with the geologic 
structure. The relative position of the three elements — 
nucleus, schistous covering, and sedimentary band — ^varies, 
however, in each case. Sometimes, owing to the manner in 
which the schistous covering has been affected by the up- 
heaving force, the culminating peak or peaks of the 
‘ ( xroup ’ are to be found, not in the nucleus, but among the 
schists, and even, as in the case of the (Ertler Spitze, in 
the sedimentary band. In these instances, the result may 
have been brought about by the lateral pressure exerted 
by the elevating action in neighbouring ‘ Groups.’ 

The greater number of these ^ Groups ’ lie in or near 
the line of axis of the whole Alpine zone, in moderately 
close proximity to each otlier, the axis of each cutting the 
main axis at different angles. In this way an almost con- 
tinuous line of peaks is presented to the eye throughout 
the length of zone of mountain-land, giving rise to the 
illusion of a single chain. No single ‘ Groups ’ lie on the 
north side of the main axis of the mountain zone, but 
several are to be found on the southern border, and it is 
on this side also that almost all the outbreaks of eruptive 
rock — porphyry, melaphyr, and basalt — occur. 

The varied dijposits of sedimentary rock accompany the 
crystalline nuclei in a broad band on the north and south 
sides, pressing in, however, towards the interior spaces 
wherever an interval allows. A striking instance of this 
is to be met with above the Lake of Constance, in the 
valley of the Khine, which is completely occupied with 
tertiary and secondary rocks, the latter indeed extending 
in patches nearly across the Alpine zone as far as 
Chiavenna. Another instance occurs on the Brenner 
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Pass, where, close to its western border, large masses of 
limestone rising into lofty peaks extend southwards as far as 
Sterzing, the remains of a broad sedimentary band that once 
separated the CEtzthaler ‘ group’ from that of the Tauem. 

This relation between the central zone of crystalline 
nuclei and schists, and the band of sedimentary rocks on 
its north and south borders, is general enough, — notwith- 
standing the existence of isolated nuclei on the south side,-- 
to enable us to speak with toleral)le accuracy of a northern 
limestone zone and a southern limestone zone. 

Now, our Dolomite region, the region which includes th<; 
Dolomitic scenery, par excellence^ is comprised within tlu^ 
southern limestone zone and within the eastern section of 
that zone. The division between the Eastern and Western 
Alps ^\ill be marked by a line running up the valley of 
the Rhine from the Lake of (Constance, as far as Chur, 
and then letting it follow in a southerly direction the 
western borders of the Selvretta, the (Ertler, the Adainello, 
and Monte C«astello groups, until it issues into the Italian 
plains at Brescia. Or, looking at the two zones of country 
they separate, rather than at the * Groups ’ tlnunselves, \sk* 
may say that, while the ivestern slopes of these ^ Groups,’ 
belonging politically to Switzerland and Lombardy, may 
be treated as part of the Western Alps, their eastern slopes, 
almost entirely within the boundaries of Tyrol, may bt; 
compris(id within the Eastern Alps. 

The South-eiistern limestone zone will thus have its 
boundaries on the west and north determined by the line 
of the Castello, Adamcllo, Q"]rtler, GStzthalcjr, and Taucrn 
‘ Groups,’ which follow each other along the line of a great 
arch, sweej)ing round from Brescia as far as the peak of 
the Ankogel south of Gastein. 

We must now call attention to Four groups that exist 
wiUdn this, boundary, and narrow the space to be occupied 
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l)y its sedimentary deposits ; two of them, comparatively 
unimportant for us, appear to be merely lateral appendages 
to the larger ‘ Groups ’ near to which they stand ; while the 
two others are isolated and independent masses, intimately 
jissociated with the geologic history of our zone. The 
two former we mention, because the southern border of 
their schistous covering provides the slope upon which 
rests the lowest bed of the sedimentary masses of our 
district. These are, first, the Tenser ‘ Group,’ lying to the 
south-east of the GKtzthaler ‘ Massive,’ and occupying the 
country between Sterzing, Brixen, and Meran ; the lofty 
Iffi tiger Spitze behind Meran being one of the peaks of its 
granite nucleus. Secondly, the Tefifereggen ‘ Group,’ im- 
mediately to the north of the Pusterthal, and filling up 
the zone of country between the Tenser ‘ Group ’ and 
Sachsenbnrg on the Drave below Lienz. 

Of the two remaining and more important ‘ Groups,’ the 
first is that of the Cima d’Asta, which rises up in the form 
of an ellipsoid, and fills the space between Trimiero and 
Borgo, in south-east Tyrol. It culminates in the Cima 
(I’Asta (9,200 feet) at once the highest peak of the granite 
nucleus and of the entire ‘ Group.’ Its position is a 
remarkable one, being placed almost midway between the 
extremities of the great arch we have referred to, and 
exactly opposite the apex of this arch, at Meian. The 
great Porphyry Plateau of Botzen runs in unbroken con- 
tinuity from its northern border to Meran. 

The last, or fourth group differs in character from its 
neighbours. It is in fitet a chain rather than a ‘ Group.^ 
In it the crystalline rock which constitutes it a ‘ Group 
only comes to light in small patches at distant intervals, 
and the schistous covering is everywhere absent, except at 
its western termination, where it abuts on the Teffereggen 
group. Sedimentary rocks compose almost its entire mass. 
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and run in linos more or less |mrallel to the general 
direction of the chain and to each other. We may call it 
the Oarnic-Karawanken chain. For though the two desig- 
nations are ancient and of histi>rical importance, yet, in an 
orographic and geological point of vii?w, the two parts 
constitute but one chain. The depression near Tarvis, 
where the Carnic Alps are usually supposed to end, and 
those of the Karawanken to begin, though considerable, 
and tilled up with tertiary deposits, is no real solution of 
continuity. Politically, this chain is the boundary line 
between Carinthia on the north, and Venetia with Garniola 
on the south. Goinmencing at its western end at Innichen 
in the Puster Thai, it runs in a nearly south-east direction 
«ns far as Cilli in Styria, — proluibly beyorul, and forms the 


